Essex Fire Authority outlines its 2006/7 Council Tax spending plans
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David Johnson, Chief Fire Officer, summaj "‘f N
how Essex County Fire and Rescue Se. 8 - RN
expects to use your Council Tax contribu W
over the next 12 months and deliver valu ;

money to local communitifey

While putting out fires and attending road accidents
will always be the mainstay of what we do, an
increased emphasis is being placed onfire
prevention, operational response and community service.
Our plan for the next 12 months is to concentrate on
doing more than we’'ve ever done to make Essex safe,
and we propose to use more of our resources to
achieve improvements in both community safety and
operational effectiveness. As aresult, we will be able to
help reduce the number of fires and see a significant
reduction in deaths and injuries in fires and accidents.

It is worth noting that you pay just 16p a day for
a 24/7, 365 days a year professional fire and
rescue service. (Based onaBand D property.)




INTRODUCTION We therefore plan to put people first and make
the most productive use of our resources to:

ssex Fire Authority has responsibility for the o
Fire Service covering the Essex County
Council area and the two unitary authorities of ®* Reduce loss of life in fires and other

Southend and Thurrock. The Fire Authority levies emergency incidents
a separate council tax for its purposes on all o
properties in its area. This leaflet summarises

the Authority’s plan for Essex County Fire and
Rescue Service in 2006/2007. ® Reduce the commercial, economic and social
impact of fires and other emergency incidents

Reduce the number of emergency incidents

Reduce the number and severity of injuries
occurring in fire and other emergencies

The Service has 51 fire stations, strategically
located to provide protection to all areas of the
County. In 2006/07 it plans to employ 965 full-

time firefighters, 524 retained firefighters, 246 * Provide communities with value for money
support staff and 47 Control staff.

¢ Safeguard the environment and heritage (both
built and natural)

Itis also our belief that the Fire and Rescue Service
in Essex —your Fire and Rescue Service —should
WHERE WE ARE GOING make a significant contribution to safeguarding
the environment and protecting our national

heritage. In doing all of this we aim to provide
local communities with real value for money.

As a fire and rescue service we want to work
towards a time when:

® QOur people feel inspired to deliver and be part

of the best fire and rescue service TELL US YOUR VIEWS

®* We work with other people to do more than

we have ever done to make Essex safe There is room for you to comment on our proposals.
We welcome your comments and take them all
seriously. We wish to provide a service that you
truly want and deserve, not one we think you want!

To achieve this we have changed our focus on
the work we undertake and now place even
greater emphasis on fire prevention, protection

and community safety. Telephone: 01277 222531 _
Every year we are required to produce a plan (Ask for the Performance & Review Department)

of how we intend to meet our aspirations. This

planis called the Integrated Risk Management By fax: 01277848428
Plan. Byemail: performance @essex-fire.gov.uk

Inwriting: Perf & Review M
INTEGRATED RISK MANAGEMENT e Ecsex Cotinty Fire and Resode.
PLAN (IRMP) Service Headquarters

Integrated risk management planning requires Say:e!gﬂ glosde

continuous assessment of the Service’s operating H%oerllgBre(r)l?No od
environment to take into consideration existing and Essex ’CM 13 1AL
future risks to the delivery of our objectives. It
also provides a framework for exploring
opportunities for development by looking for new
and innovative ways of providing and supporting Copies of this document are available in

our services. other languages, braille, large print and

Website  www.essex-fire.gov.uk

audio cassette on request.

_ . ) Please contact Corporate Services on
improvements in both operational response and 01277 222531

proactive community safety.

This year’s IRMP is intended to allow




FINANCE/BUDGET ISSUES

Financing the Service

The budget information shows how the Fire
Authority will fund the fire service in accordance
with its strategic aims and objectives and the
Integrated Risk Management Plan in 2006/07.

In addition to meeting known cost increases, the
agreed budget will provide for investment in new
equipment, increased attention to community fire
safety, performance management and property
maintenance and improvements.

Implementation of the IRMP - following public
consultation - will see the delivery of a service
that takes advantage of the latest developments in
technology, allowing us to deploy more resources
within the communities we serve to ensure Essex
is a safe placeto live, work and visit.

FIRE SERVICE ELEMENT OF COUNCIL

TAX 2006/07

Band D is used as the base for calculating the
tax. The number of Band D equivalent
properties in Essex is 622,633. To raise the
required precept of £36.3m a Council Tax for
Fire Service purposes of £58.23 is required,
this is an increase of 1.9% over the 2005/06
figure (£57.15). The other seven bands are fixed
in direct proportion to Band D.

£ £
Band A 38.82 Band E 71.17
Band B 45.29 Band F 84.11
Band C 51.76 Band G 97.05
Band D 58.23 Band H 116.46

ESSEX COUNTY FIRE & RESCUE SERVICE PLANNED SPENDING

The Essex Fire Authority has approved a
budget as follows

2005/06 2006/07
£000 £000

Gross expenditure 70,146
(3,637)
66,509
Contribution to general balance @)

66,502

66,938
(1,183)
65,755

(483)

65,272

Income
Net expenditure

Budget requirement

Financed by
Revenue support grant

12,076
Business rates 18,828
Collection Fund surplus 267

Council tax 35,331

Total financing 66,502

Changesin the budget requirement
2006/07

2005/06 budget requirement
Change in firefighter pension scheme
Inflation

Other changes

2006/07 budget requirement

s

We extinguished 8,879 fires
We saved 295 people from fires
L We attended 1,493 road accidents

SERVICE ACTIVITY DURING 2004/05

~N

We attended 4,955 special service calls
We attended 10,924 false alarms
We attended 23,945 incidents




BEST VALUE

The Local Government Act 1999 legislation
requires local authorities to provide ‘Best Value’
intheir service delivery and demonstrate how they
are performing. Part of this duty is to keep you
informed about our performance and our plans
for the future. The Service’s performance is
measured against nationally set Best Value
Performance indicators. These are published
annually in our ‘Best Value Performance Plan’in
accordance with the statutory requirements.
These illustrations give you an overview of the
services provided in the past year.

NATIONALLY SET PERFORMANCE

TARGETS

KEY:

. National Average
@ Essex Target

. Essex Actual

Deaths Arising from Accidental Fires in
Dwellings per 100,000 Population

1.
00 0.86

0.80 +

Injuries Arising from Accidental Fires in
Dwellings per 100,000 Population

| 94100

2002/03

8.5

2003/04

Locally a slight increase has been seen during
recent years although levels continue to be
better than national levels. The move in
emphasis from intervention to prevention is

11.5
94 8.4

2004/05 2005/06

intended to reverse this trend.

Accidental Fires in Dwellings per 10,000 Dwellings

20
i 18.0 17.4

123 118

2003/04 2004/05 2005/06

2002/03

Recent levels both locally and nationally have
shown a slight reduction. The levels achieved
locally are better that the national average.
The move in emphasis from intervention to
preventionis intended to build on this trend.
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COMMUNITY SAFETY

Recent levels both locally and nationally
have shown a slight reduction, local levels
continue to be below the national average
(where datais available). For comparison
purposes the total is set against population
figures rather than absolute totals.

h Firefighters from your local fire

. station are currently visiting
homes in your area to give

advice on Fire Safety and,

where it is needed, to fit free

smoke alarms . All our officers

carry identification and there is

YOU CAN  apsolutely no charge for this

service.

If youwould like someone to call please call

0845601 2495.



