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WINNERS OF THE MALDON DISTRICT 

CONSERVATION AND DESIGN AWARDS 2011  

The decisions have now been made for the Maldon District Conservation and 
Design Awards 2011.  

Following a meeting of the judging panel on 4 October, 9 nominations were 
shortlisted. On 19 October the judges visited all of the shortlisted projects and 
assessed the individual merits of these against the agreed judging criteria.   

There are three winning projects and four highly commended projects. A 
presentation ceremony took place on 6 December 2011.  

Cllr David Horner, Chairman of the Judging Panel, said: This award scheme 
has been going for 28 years and is one of the longest running awards of its 
kind. Its aim is to celebrate and promote high standards of design, 
conservation and sustainability within the built and natural environment. The 
quality of this year s winners is a reflection of the pride residents share for the 
environment of the Maldon District

      

All the winners of the Maldon Conservation 
and Design Awards 2011 with Cllr Robert 
Long, Chairman of Maldon District Council
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WINNING PROJECTS

  
BUILDING CONSERVATION WINNER  
- Braxted Park Folly, Great Braxted

 
This award is for the major structural repair of an unusual brick building dating 
from the late Georgian period. Nestled into the northern bank of the great lake 
at Braxted Park, the building is listed Grade II* as an ice house . Inside the 
structure is an impressive, circular colonnade covered by a tall domed roof, 
the architectural quality of which implies a grander purpose than just the 
storage of ice. Following recent analysis the building has been re-interpreted 
as a romantic folly.   

Over the years tree growth had undermined the building to the extent that a 
structural engineer warned of imminent collapse . Giant cracks were 
gradually spreading across the brick dome. The repair work included large 
areas of stitching and re-pointing using hydraulic lime mortar and 
reconstruction using soft red bricks to match the existing brickwork. Iron 
reinforcement of the structure had to be renewed. In addition to the structural 
repairs a new internal floor was laid and sympathetic lighting installed to 
enhance visitors appreciation and experience of the interior.  

The judges were immensely impressed by the magnitude of this extraordinary 
project. The timely structural intervention has saved an exceptional historic 
building from collapse. It has also made the building more accessible and 
enabled it to be better appreciated by visitors. The judges admired the way in 
which the repair project has been complemented by research and 
archaeological investigation of the building.  

The project was nominated by Great Braxted Parish Council. The owners of 
the Great Braxted Park Estate are Mr and Mrs Duncan Clark. The structural 
engineer was Edward Morton. The contractors were Bakers of Danbury. The 
project was supported with grant assistance from English Heritage and 
Maldon District Council.  

From left to right; Ron Lowe, 
Bakers of Danbury; Ed Morton, 
The Morton Partnership; 
Malcolm Starr, English 
Heritage; Cllr Robert Long, 
Chairman of Maldon District 
Council; Duncan Clark, the 
owner of the Braxted Park 
Estate 
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BRAXTED PARK FOLLY 

Above: before Below: after 
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DESIGN WINNER  
- 16a Market Hill, Maldon 

 
This award is for a rear extension to 16a Market Hill, Maldon.   

16a Market Hill is a grade II listed building dating from the mid nineteenth 
century. The building is located in a well-preserved part of the Maldon 
Conservation Area and in the setting of several listed buildings. The bespoke, 
one-and-a-half storey extension replaced an inelegant flat-roofed structure.  

All the judges agreed that the contemporary style of this extension was well 
conceived, honest and beautifully executed. While the new structure is 
definitely striking in appearance, the judges admired the way in which the 
profile of the roof and the smooth render finish complement the forms and 
finishes of the neighbouring historic buildings. The junction between the new 
addition and the historic building was considered to be sensitively handled.  

The extension was for Mr and Mrs Shorney, who own the property. The 
architect was Annabel Brown RIBA.                                 

From left to right; Annabel 
Brown, Architect; Mark 
Shorney and Lisa Shorney, 
owners 
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16A MARKET HILL, MALDON 
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SUSTAINABILITY WINNER  
- The Solar Building, Othona Community, Bradwell-on-Sea

 
This award goes to a new, ultra-sustainable building in Bradwell-on-Sea. The 
Solar Building was constructed using almost entirely local natural building 

materials. The walls are a combination of straw-bales supplied by the 
neighbouring farm and rammed earth finished with lime-plaster, which 
altogether provides a very high thermal mass.  Fully-glazed south-facing walls 
provide passive solar gain. Other features include a turf roof, composting 
toilets and rainwater harvesting. The floors are covered with marble reclaimed 
from Green Park Tube Station. Internal fixtures such as the sinks and taps are 
all recycled. Heating is supplemented by solar thermal units on the roof.   

The judges agreed that the concept for this project is brilliant. They 
particularly admired the fact that so much of the work was carried out by a 
team of more than 50 volunteers. The judges hope that this exemplary 
building will inspire further use of sustainable construction and technology 
throughout the Maldon District.  

The building was designed by Zedfactory Architects for the Othona 
Community, a Christian retreat centre in Bradwell-on-Sea.                               
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THE SOLAR BUILDING, OTHONA COMMUNITY, BRADWELL-ON-SEA 



 
8

 
HIGHLY COMMENDED PROJECTS  

BUILDING CONSERVATION HIGHLY COMMENDED  
- Church of St Peter, Goldhanger

 
An extension on the north side of Goldhanger Church to provide a meeting 
room, toilet and kitchen has been Highly Commended in the Building 
Conservation category.  

The judges were highly impressed by the extension to the church. The flint 
rubble walls and limestone ashlar was felt to be well chosen to blend in with 
the medieval church. The judges admired the high standard of workmanship. 
Overall the extension makes a very positive architectural contribution to the 
continuing history of the church, allowing it to be used in new ways by the 
congregation and the local community.  

The extension was nominated by Goldhanger Parish Council. The Architect 
was David Ferguson and the Contractor was Lodge and Sons Builders.                                 

CHURCH OF ST PETER, GOLDHANGER

 

From left to right; 
Ron Cook, Cllr 

Robert Long, 
Chairman of 

Maldon District 
Council, and 

Malcolm Holmes
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DESIGN HIGHLY COMMENDED 
- Springfield Tyre and Autocare, Burnham-on-Crouch

 
This project, which involved the extension and re-cladding of old garage 
buildings, has been Highly Commended in the Design Category.  

The judges agreed that this scheme was executed very well. They admired 
the vision of the owners to undertake such a large scale reconstruction of their 
premises and to a high architectural standard. The quality of the design was 
felt to much higher than buildings in the vicinity.  

The project was conceived and deigned by Peter Popham and Gary Popham. 
Detailed architectural plans were produced by John James, Associates.                                       

Gary Popham and 
Peter Popham, owners
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LANDSCAPE DESIGN HIGHLY COMMENDED 
- Burnham Memorial Garden, High Street, Burnham on Crouch

 
This project, which involved the transformation of a rather bland space 
between two buildings into a feature garden, has been Highly Commended in 
the Landscape Design Category.   

The landscaping scheme highlights a route from the High Street to the Quay 
and has a maritime theme. The judges admired the fact that the scheme was 
designed by pupils of the local St Peter s High School and the level of 
community involvement.  

The project was funded by the Maldon District Council Parish Projects 
Scheme. It was managed by Burnham Town Council. The main contractor 
was Ian Collier of Althorne. The metalwork was by Rushtons of Southminster. 
The tiles were supplied by Altered Image Tile Gallery, Burnham. The mosaics 
were by Glynnis Dye (artist) and pupils of Ormiston Rivers Academy (nee St 
Peter s High School). The rigging was by Dave Nicholls of DRS Rigging. The 
crossed oars are by Alan Paterson of the local Rotary Club.                                   

Carol Milton and pupils from Ormiston 
Rivers Academy and Cllr Helen Elliot,

 

the Mayor of Burnham-on-Crouch
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SUSTAINABILITY HIGHLY COMMENDED 
- Braxted Park Cookery School, Great Braxted

 
This project is the adaptation of part of the redundant listed stable blocks at 
Braxted Park. Externally the windows have been altered to create a new 
entrance and to mirror the fenestration of the estate buildings.  

The judges agreed that the conversion of one of the historic ranges to a 
cookery school was highly commendable in terms of sustainability. The 
conversion is an ideal re-use of a redundant building. In particular the judges 
admired the way in which the income generated by the cookery school is 
contributing to the continued and sustainable management of the estate.  

The project was nominated by Great Braxted Parish Council. The interior 
design was by Davenport Designers and Cabinetmakers. The owners of the 
Great Braxted Park Estate are Mr and Mrs Duncan Clark.                                    

Cllr Penny Channer, 
Chairman of Planning 
and Licensing 
Committee, Maldon 
District Council, 
presenting the 
certificate to Duncan 
Clark, owner of Braxted 
Park 


