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WINNERS OF THE MALDON DISTRICT 

CONSERVATION AND DESIGN AWARDS 2010       

   

From left to right: - Malcolm Brown, the Chair of the Elms Farm Park Community  
Group (NATURE CONSERVATION HIGHLY COMMENDED); Diane Guest, owner of 
Coachmans, Purleigh (DESIGN WINNER); representing Stow Maries Aerodrome 
Russell Savoury (owner) and Mike Hall (volunteer) (NATURE CONSERVATION 
WINNER); Brian Woods, winner of the CRAFTSMANSHIP PRIZE; Duncan Clark, 
owner of the Braxted Park Estate and winner of the SUSTAINABILITY AWARD; 
Christine MacDonald, accepting the BUILDING CONSERVATION AWARD on behalf 
of the Friends of Friendless Churches for St Mary s Church, Mundon; Simon Wood of 
Bakers of Danbury, the contractors for St Mary s Church, Mundon; Julian Limentani, 
architect for St Mary s Church, Mundon; Mrs Proctor, owner of Stows Farmhouse  
(BUILDING CONSERVATION HIGHLY COMMENDED); Galvin Yuill, builder, 18 
Market Hill Coach House, Maldon (DESIGN WINNER); Mr Proctor, owner of Stows 
Farmhouse; James Ashton Tyler, owner of 18 Market Hill Coach House; Councillor 
Robert Long, Chairman of Maldon District Council; Mrs Janet Tyler, occupant of 18 
Market Hill Coach House; and Annabel Brown, architect of 18 Market Hill Coach 
House, Maldon.           
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Following a meeting of the judging panel on 16 September 2010, 17 
nominations were shortlisted. On 6 October 2010 the judges visited 10 of the 
shortlisted projects and assessed the individual merits of all the shortlistings 
against the agreed judging criteria. The judges found making a decision for 
the Building Conservation and the Design categories particularly difficult as 
the competition in these categories was so strong.   

BUILDING CONSERVATION WINNER  
- Church of St Mary, Mundon

 

This award is for major structural repair and a scheme of paint conservation.  

Isolated a mile east from the main village of Mundon, the Grade I listed 
medieval church of St Mary has, among other features, a remarkable 
sixteenth century timber framed tower. Sadly, this picturesque little church 
became redundant in 1970. It was leased to the Friends of Friendless 
Churches in 1975 following which a scheme of repair and renovation was 
undertaken. In the 1980 s one side of the chancel was underpinned in an 
attempt to stabilise the structure.  

By 2007 structural problems had returned. The chancel had huge vertical 
cracks and it was judged that there was a considerable risk that it could 
collapse. The contractors and architect demonstrated great skill in 
undertaking a very delicate process of underpinning. English Heritage 
supervised the works and during their visits the officers commented that, in 
terms of structural stability, this was the worst state they had ever seen a 
medieval church in England in. The masonry part of the church is now 
completely underpinned and a very real risk of collapse has been averted.  

Within the church there are remains of eighteenth century wall paintings. The 
best paintings are in the chancel and consist of the Commandments and the 
Lord s Prayer in tromp l oeil panels and, above the east window, theatrically 
billowing curtains.  Following the structural repairs these painted murals were 
conservatively cleaned; a process which has revealed their original colour. 
Where the conservators could be certain what a missing part consisted of 
they replaced it. Any restoration that would rely on conjecture was not carried 
out. The murals are now recognised as very important examples of their type.  
Altogether, the project involved £350,000 of work, 70% of which was funded 
by English Heritage.  

The judges were extremely impressed by the timely structural intervention 
which has saved one of the most exceptional historic buildings in the Maldon 
District. They also admired the paint conservation work which has better 
revealed the distinctive murals. Since the church is kept unlocked during the 
day, this special building can be visited and appreciated by anyone.  

The project was nominated by the Maldon Society. The contractor was Bakers 
of Danbury and the architect was Julian Limentani of Marshall Sisson. The 
paint conservation was carried out by the Perry Lithgow Partnership. 
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CHURCH OF ST MARY, MUNDON 



 
4

 
BUILDING CONSERVATION HIGHLY COMMENDED  
- Stows Farmhouse, Tillingham

 
This project has been Highly Commended in the Building Conservation 
category for repairs and renovation, including the retiling of the roof and, 
internally, the sensitive exposure of an outstanding decorative fifteenth 
century roof structure.  

Stows Farmhouse is a Grade II* listed, timber-framed building. In the 1950 s 
the roofs were covered in heavy concrete tiles which, over time, were exerting 
a strain on the roof structure and allowing in rainwater. It was felt that the 
unattractive concrete roof tiles detracted from the character of the historic 
property. Mr and Mrs Proctor, their son Edward, Mr John Horton (a local 
builder) and Mr Robert Harvey (a farm employee) re-covered the roof with 
handmade clay tiles, making repairs to the roof structure and chimneys in the 
process. Sheepswool

 

insulation was introduced to the roof-space; a 
breathable and environmentally friendly form of insulation.  

Once the building had been made weather-tight, the owners removed later 
ceilings to reveal the decorative timber roof inside a first floor chamber. The 
roof may well be the most decoratively-moulded medieval timber-framed roof 
in a secular, domestic building in Essex. The quality of joinery is such that is 
common in affluent parish churches but very rare in houses. The timbers were 
carefully and sensitively cleaned by hand and the panels in-between plastered 
with lime-putty plaster.   

The judges admired the works to repair the roof and the painstaking care with 
which the owners had exposed the decorative ceiling. The roof structure was 
clearly always meant to be seen and the judges agreed that its re-exposure 
has certainly enhanced the occupant s ability to appreciate the interest of the 
house. The judges particularly admired the fact that the work was executed 
exclusively by a small group of local people to such a high standard. Some of 
the judges thought that the work at Stows Farmhouse should win the top 
award in the Conservation category but, when it went to the vote, it was 
narrowly defeated by the Church of St Mary, Mundon.  

The project was nominated by Tillingham Parish Council.              



 
5

                  

STOWS FARMHOUSE, TILLINGHAM 
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DESIGN WINNER  
- 18 Market Hill, Maldon

 
This award is given for the conversion of a nineteenth century brick coach 
house to a residential annexe for the owner s mother.   

The building is located in a well-preserved part of the Maldon Conservation 
Area and in the setting of several listed buildings. The judges were extremely 
impressed by the clever adaptation of a small space to provide all that the 
occupant required and the careful attention to minor detail. Very little was 
done to alter the external appearance of the coach house. A rare triple, 
horizontally sliding sash window was conservatively repaired. A discreet 
access ramp was made out of paviours which blend well with the old flint-
cobbled drive.  

The competition in the Design category was very close but the judges decided 
that, in terms of quality of concept, overall architectural effect and relationship 
to context, the coach house came out on top.  

The owners are Mr and Mrs Ashton-Tyler. The architect was Annabel Brown 
and the builder was Galvin Yuill.                

THE COACH HOUSE, 18 MARKET 
HILL, MALDON
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BEFORE AND AFTER REPAIR OF WINDOW AT THE COACH HOUSE 
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DESIGN HIGHLY COMMENDED 
- Coachmans, Church Hill, Purleigh

  
This project, which involved the construction of a bespoke, contemporary 
dwelling in the Purleigh Conservation Area, has been Highly Commended in 
the Design category.  

Some of the judges felt this project should receive the top Design Award but it 
was narrowly defeated when it came to the vote. Nevertheless, all of the 
judges were highly impressed by its striking, contemporary design. Though it 
is unapologetically modern in its form and detailing, the careful choice of 
materials 

 

natural slate, timber cladding and soft red brick 

 

has allowed 
Coachmans to sit sensitively within the historic context. The design works with 
the slope of the site and large expanses of glazing make the most of the 
spectacular panoramic views afforded by the hill-top position. The standard of 
execution is exceptional and the judges admired the reuse of materials 
around the site.   

The house was built for Mrs Diane Guest. The design was by Arcady 
Architects ltd. and the contractors were E.J. Taylor ltd.   
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COACHMANS, CHURCH HILL, PURLEIGH 
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SUSTAINABILITY WINNER  
- Braxted Park Estate

 
This award is for the implementation of a programme of woodland 
management that will provide a sustainable source of fuel for a recently 
installed biomass boiler. The 150KW boiler has replaced the old oil boiler and 
will heat the large Grade II* listed Braxted Park Place.  

The judges admired the intelligent management of the site s ancient semi-
natural woodland to provide a renewable source of fuel.  

The project was nominated by Great Braxted Parish Council. The owner of 
the Great Braxted Park Estate is Mr Duncan Clark. The Woodland 
Management Plan was produced by the Essex Woodland Partnership. The 
biomass boiler is the Firematic model manufactured by Herz Feuerung.               

NATURE CONSERVATION WINNER  
- Stow Maries Aerodrome

 

This award is for the establishment of a wildflower meadow, ponds and 
planting 5,500 trees to encourage wildlife diversity.   

The new pond has attracted tufted ducks, green sandpiper and common 
sandpiper. The wildflower meadow attracts a good number of birds and 
dragon flies. A bee keeper has several hives which have provided the site s 
first squadron honey . 16 of the species of birds attracted to the site are on 
the RSPB s red list of endangered birds and 8 are on the amber list.  

The judges were highly impressed by the long term vision for the site. Three 
bird hides are planned with disabled access. In terms of landscape concept, 
education and the benefit the project will have upon the local economy and 

BRAXTED PARK HOUSE 



 
11

 
community the project at the Aerodrome was considered to most deserve the 
top Nature Conservation Award.   

The owner of the site is Mr Russell Savoury.          

STOW MARIES AERODROME 
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NATURE CONSERVATION HIGHLY COMMENDED 
- Elms Farm Park, Heybridge

 
Elms Farm Park was developed from farmland in the mid-1990s and the 
management of this 14 hectare site as a nature conservation area has been 
Highly Commended in the Nature Conservation category.  

The trees on the site are managed by coppicing which helps to provide a 
suitable habitat for invertebrates, small mammals and reptiles. The two main 
fields are mown on a regular basis, whereas some of the grassland is not cut 
at all which increases the diversity of the vegetation. During the summer 
months there are a wide variety of butterflies, dragonflies and damselflies, 
including the rare Scare Chaser. The 2.5 hectare lake is home to a pair of 
swans who successfully rear a family of cygnets each year.  

The judges admired the way in which the management of the site has been 
led by a committed community group. It was the group s decision to treat the 
site as a conservation area. Much of the work on the site has been carried out 
by volunteers.  

The project was nominated by Heybridge Parish Council. The site belongs to 
Maldon District Council. The Elms Farm Park Conservation Group is made up 
of local residents, park users and representatives from Heybridge Parish 
Council.                   

LAKE AT ELMS FARM PARK, HEYBRIDGE 
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CRAFTSMANSHIP PRIZE  
This is a new prize, formed in response to the judges desire to acknowledge 
one of the smaller-scale nominations that would otherwise struggle to 
compete against the larger-scale projects.  

- Brian Woods  Great Beeleigh Farmhouse

 
This prize is for the repair of a historic door surround and six sash windows. 
Great Beeleigh Farmhouse is a Grade II listed building and the sash windows 
and door date from the nineteenth century.   

The repairs were undertaken to an exemplary standard, adhering to the 
conservation principle of retaining as much historic fabric as possible. The 
judges admired the sensitive way in which the joiner has introduced an angled 
chamfer to the existing window cills so that they shed water more effectively, 
thus averting the risk of decay in the future. The judges felt that this is just the 
high standard of craftsmanship that should be encouraged for old buildings 
throughout the Maldon District and decided that this example should be 
acknowledged by the prize.  

The joiner was Mr Brian Woods. Mr Woods first came to Maldon to work in the 
boat building industry. For many decades he has worked on the repair of 
historic joinery in and around Maldon. He has developed a true passion for, 
and understanding of, old windows and doors and this inspires his meticulous, 
conservative approach. Mr Woods

 

work was nominated by Mr and Mrs 
Dodds, the owners of Great Beeleigh Farmhouse.        

MR WOODS AT WORK

 

A REPAIRED WINDOW AT GREAT 
BEELEIGH FARMHOUSE 


