
LONG TERM STRATEGY CONSULTATION for MHIC 

150th Anniversary 
As part of the MHIC 150th Anniversary activities, we have circulated a questionnaire to 46 river users, 

including sailing clubs, all the businesses and charities using the quay and river. The responses were 

collated and anonymised, and circulated to everyone who had responded.  We also invited everyone 

to a public meeting which was held on June23rd. It is clear that this diverse group have different 

interests and opinions, but the following proposals were supported by a large majority; 

1. Promotion of the Port - Should use of the Port by UK and overseas visitors be 

encouraged and developed? 

It was confirmed that there is a Maldon Port Guide available on the MHIC website 

(www.mhic.org.uk) and paper copies are available from the Tourist Information Centre.  The 

Guide had been distributed by email to sailing clubs and other relevant organisations around 

the east and south coasts and also on the Continent.  It was suggested that MHIC could 

have some copies available in leaflet boxes around the Harbour. 

We have also proposed having a live video link to the Hythe Quay so that potential visitors 

can see the state of the tide, and presumably whether the visitors pontoon is occupied or 

not. 

2. Visitor Facilities 

There is only one visitor pontoon, so if the town is serious about attracting visiting boats, 

more should be built. These should be clearly sign posted from the river, and a depth gauge 

provided. MDC should also provide toilets, showers, electricity meters and fresh water. 

In the public meeting, it was noted that most boatyards have waste facilities for chemical 

toilets and raw waste, and that it was important to stop discharges into the Harbour.  MDC 

was not providing toilets or disposal facilities on the Quay and Visitor Pontoon.  Oil and 

water mixes eg bilge also need disposal.   

These facilities were seen as a necessity if Maldon is to encourage visitors.  This led on to a 

discussion about the need for the management of the Quay and clarification of who 

manages the Quay and improving communications in this respect.  The general opinion was 

that MDC should provide management of the Quay (a water bailiff or river bailiff with an 

office on the Hythe) in charge of moorings and the collection of fees. 

It was suggested that the Quay could be identified as a regeneration project which MDC 

needed to address 

 

3. Launching facilities - Should more be made of the launching facilities that exist eg 

Using the old Town Hard, the Prom launching ramp. 

The launch ramp in the Prom Park was identified as the main one to address.  It has road 

access, parking, deep water and is a better state of repair.  It could be extended.  It is listed 

in the Maldon Port Guide The issue of responsibility for cleaning ramps was raised. 

 

4. Encouraging marine industry - How do we encourage further marine based 

industry? 

http://www.mhic.org.uk/


MHIC have found that overall the responses were in favour of development of marine based 

industries. 

Regarding the response to question 6 – “By proposing that port uses are protected by 

District Council Policies to enable residential developments to be refused”, some members 

of the meeting were unaware that MHIC has been actively monitoring planning proposals 

and where, appropriate, placing objections.  There was a discussion regarding whether there 

were adequate premises for small businesses.  It was confirmed that there were some new 

small businesses but it was commented that people were not coming forward to start small 

businesses. 

It was suggested that MDC should set a planning limit to protect the harbour from residential 

development under the Localism Act. 
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