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1. Introduction  
 
1.1 This Basic Conditions Statement (BCS) has been prepared by Wickham Bishops Parish 

Council (WBPC) to accompany its submission of the proposed Wickham Bishops 
Neighbourhood Development Plan, referred to hereafter as the NHP (as used by the 
Steering Group) to Maldon District Council (MDC).  

 
1.2 Regulation 15(1)(d) of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 states that 

when a Plan proposal is submitted to the local planning authority, it must include a 
statement explaining how the proposed Neighbourhood Plan meets the requirements of 
paragraph 8(2) of Schedule 4B to the Town & Country Planning Act 1990 (TCPA) (as 
amended).  

 
1.3 This Statement has been prepared to show that the NHP meets the legal requirements 

and the basic conditions.  
 
1.4 This Statement confirms that the legal requirements have been met (Section 2) and that 

the NHP:  

 has had regard to national policies and advice contained in guidance issued by the 
Secretary of State (Section 3);  

 is in general conformity with the strategic policies contained in the development plan 
for the area of the authority (or any part of that area) (Section 4);  

 contributes to the achievement of sustainable development (Section 5);  

 does not breach, and is otherwise compatible with, EU obligations, including human 
rights obligations and requirements for environmental and habitats assessment 
(Section 6). 

 
1.5 It is considered that the NHP complies with the requirements of the basic conditions as 

set out in paragraph 8(2) of Schedule 4B to the TCPA (as amended).  
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2. Legal Requirements  
 
Qualifying Body  

2.1 WBPC is a qualifying body as defined in the Localism Act 2011.  
 
Neighbourhood Plan Area  

2.2 The neighbourhood development plan area consists of the Parish of Wickham Bishops, as 
designated by MDC on 7 November 2016. The NHP relates solely to the area designated 
by MDC and to no other neighbourhood area. There are no other Neighbourhood Plans in 
place for the Wickham Bishops neighbourhood area. The area is shown in the NHP on 
page 5.  

 
Time Period for the NHP  

2.3 The front cover of the NHP states that it covers the period from 2016 to 2029. The plan 
period end date is also consistent with the Maldon District Local Development Plan (LDP) 
2014-2029, which is expected to provide policy guidance until 2029.  

 
Development and Use of Land  

2.4 The NHP contains policies relating to the use and development of land within the 
designated neighbourhood area.  

 
Excluded Development  

2.5 Excluded development includes development defined as a county matter, mainly involving 
mineral extraction and waste development, and nationally significant infrastructure 
projects or other prescribed development under section 61k of the TCPA 1990 (as 
amended). There is no provision for such development in the NHP. 
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3. Meeting the Basic Conditions – Regard to National Policy and Advice  
 

3.1 The NHP must have appropriate regard to national policy and advice. National planning 
policy is set out in the National Planning Policy Framework (the NPPF), which was 
originally published in March 2012, updated on 24 July 2018 and further amended in 
February 2019. It is the 2019 version of the NPPF that has been used as the basis to assess 
the NHP. Government advice is also provided in the online Planning Practice Guidance 
(PPG), which was first published in March 2014 but which is updated regularly.  

 
3.2 As set out in paragraph 7 of the NPPF, “the purpose of the planning system is to contribute 

to the achievement of sustainable development”. Paragraph 8 of the NPPF states that “the 
planning system has three overarching objectives, which are interdependent and need to 
be pursued in mutually supportive ways”, which are:  

 
a) “an economic objective – to help build a strong, responsive and competitive economy, 

by ensuring that sufficient land of the right types is available in the right places and at 
the right time to support growth, innovation and improved productivity; and by 
identifying and coordinating the provision of infrastructure;  

 
b) a social objective – to support strong, vibrant and healthy communities, by ensuring 

that a sufficient number and range of homes can be provided to meet the needs of 
present and future generations; and by fostering a well-designed and safe built 
environment, with accessible services and open spaces that reflect current and future 
needs and support communities’ health, social and cultural well-being; and  

 
c) an environmental objective – to contribute to protecting and enhancing our natural, 

built and historic environment; including making effective use of land, helping to 
improve biodiversity, using natural resources prudently, minimising waste and 
pollution, and mitigating and adapting to climate change, including moving to a low 
carbon economy”.  

 
3.3 Paragraph 13 of the NPPF sets out that “Neighbourhood plans should support the delivery 

of strategic policies contained in local plans or spatial development strategies; and should 
shape and direct development that is outside of these strategic policies”. Paragraph 29 of 
the NPPF sets out that “Neighbourhood planning gives communities the power to develop 
a shared vision for their area. Neighbourhood plans can shape, direct and help to deliver 
sustainable development, by influencing local planning decisions as part of the statutory 
development plan. Neighbourhood plans should not promote less development than set 
out in the strategic policies for the area, or undermine those strategic policies”.  

 
3.4 Further guidance is given in the PPG. This includes advice about the need for 

Neighbourhood Plans to be supported by proportionate robust evidence and for local 
planning authorities to share relevant evidence (Paragraph 040, Reference ID: 41-040-
20160211). Policies should be drafted with sufficient clarity for a decision maker to apply 
them consistently. Policies should therefore be concise, precise and supported by robust 
evidence to reflect and respond to the unique characteristics of the neighbourhood area 
(Paragraph 041, Reference ID: 41-041-20140306).  
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3.5 Table 1 shows how WBPC has taken account of the relevant national policies and 

guidance in preparing the Neighbourhood Plan. It matches the Objectives and Policies in 
the NHP against the thirteen topic-based chapters in the NPPF which provide more 
detailed policy guidance for plan making and decision taking.  The commentary box then 
demonstrates how each NHP policy takes account of national guidance and helps to 
achieve sustainable development. 
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Table 1: - Compatibility of the NHP Objectives and Policies against the NPPF Topic-based Chapters and Achieving Sustainable Development 

NPPF Topic 
Based Chapter  

NHP Objectives  NHP Policies  Comment  

Delivering a 
sufficient supply 
of homes 

4 - To retain the village as a distinctive 
settlement that does not further coalesce 
with surrounding areas 

 

5 - To retain and improve the village’s open 
spaces and protect significantly special 
spaces and views 

 

8 - To promote high quality development 
that reflects local distinctiveness and the 
character and appearance of the local area  

 
9 - To provide an appropriate mix and type 
of dwellings to meet local, current and 
future needs 
 

WBEc 01 Home Working 
 
WBEn 01 Recreational 
Disturbance Avoidance and 
Mitigation  
 
WBH 01 Design and Character  
 
WBH 02 Lifetime Homes  

The NHP seeks to enable people to remain in their 
homes through seeking certain types of housing such 
as bungalows or other suitable housing types 
incorporating Building for Life 12 standards to help 
ensure that housing is inclusive and meets the needs of 
all.  The policy also seeks a mix of housing types, 
including smaller, two bedroom and starter homes.  
This thereby helps to ensure that identified housing 
needs are met and will particularly achieve the social 
and environmental objectives of sustainable 
development  
 
 

Building a 
strong, 
competitive 
economy 

1 - To promote better connectivity with 
improved mobile phone signal and 
broadband to support home working  

 
2 - To encourage business growth and 
tourism of an appropriate scale and form 
to suit the character and size of the village; 
providing sustainable opportunities for 
local businesses and to support the rural 
economy 
 

WBEc 01 Home Working  
 
WBEc 02 Business and Retail  
 
WBF 04 Community Facilities  
 
WBF 05 Community Assets  
 
 
 

The NHP positively plans for the retention and 
improvement of employment opportunities within the 
Parish, in order to reduce the need for commuting and 
to meet the needs of the population.  This helps to 
particularly achieve the economic objective of 
sustainable development to help build a strong, 
responsive and competitive local economy and to 
provide infrastructure  
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6 - To provide enhancements to transport 
infrastructure including a network of linked 
public footpaths, bridleways, cycle paths 
and access to public transport providing 
pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders with 
opportunities for safe movement within 
the parish and reducing reliance on the car 
 

Ensuring the 
vitality of town 
centres 

Not applicable  
 

Not applicable  
 

Not applicable  

Promoting 
healthy and safe 
communities 

3 – To provide enhanced access to open / 
green spaces and promote a diversity of 
sustainable linked habitats for wildlife  

 
7 - To retain and improve the village’s 
existing high standard of sports and 
community facilities, including a cricket 
pitch, football field, tennis courts, village 
hall, library and children’s playground 
 
8 - To promote high quality development 
that reflects local distinctiveness and the 
character and appearance of the local area 
 

WBEc 02 Business and Retail 
 
WBEn 04 Open Spaces  
 
WBEn 05 Local Green Space 
 
WBF 02 Sustainable Means of 
Travel  
 
WBF 04 Community Facilities 
 
WBF 05 Community Assets  
 
WBF 06 Developer 
Contributions1  
 

Policies seek to promote social interaction through 
encouraging better public right of way connections. 
They also enable and support healthy lifestyles 
through seeking to retain and enhance access to open 
and green spaces as well as sports facilities. Policies 
also seek to retain and improve community facilities to 
enhance the sustainability of communities and 
residential environments and help to enable the 
community to meet its day-to-day needs.  This aligns 
with the social and economic objectives of sustainable 
development 
 
 

Promoting 
sustainable 
transport 

6 - To provide enhancements to transport 
infrastructure including a network of linked 
public footpaths, bridleways, cycle paths 
and access to public transport providing 
pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders with 

WBEn 05 Local Green Space 
 
WBF 02 Sustainable Means of 
Travel  
 

The NHP gives priority to cycle and pedestrian 
movements and access to public transport to help 
reduce congestion and emissions and improve air 
quality and public health. It also seeks to ensure that 
the potential impacts of transport and transport 

                                                             
1 NPPF Topic – Comes under ‘Plan-making’ section of the NPPF, specifically paragraph 34 relating to Development Contributions  
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opportunities for safe movement within 
the parish and reducing reliance on the car  

 

8 - To promote high quality development 
that reflects local distinctiveness and the 
character and appearance of the local area 
 

WBF 03 Highways Safety  infrastructure can be identified, assessed and taken 
into account.  This identifies the provision of 
infrastructure in the economic objective of sustainable 
development and fosters well designed and safe places 
referred to in the social objective and helps to achieve 
the environment objective through protecting the 
environment, minimising pollution and moving 
towards a low carbon economy 
 

Supporting high 
quality 
communications 

1 - To promote better connectivity with 
improved mobile phone signal and 
broadband to support home working 
 

WBEc 01 Home Working 
 

The policy seeks to ensure that all new dwellings allow 
for the provision of ultrafast broadband connectivity 
and other communication networks infrastructure to 
enable more people to work at home. It recognises 
that this is essential for economic growth and social 
well-being 
 

Making 
effective use of 
land  

3 - To provide enhanced access to open / 
green spaces and promote a diversity of 
sustainable linked habitats for wildlife 
 
8 - To promote high quality development 
that reflects local distinctiveness and the 
character and appearance of the local area 
 

WBEn 02 Biodiversity and 
Natural Habitats 
 
WBH 02 Lifetime Homes  

The polices recognise that undeveloped land, such as 
open / green spaces, can perform different functions 
such as for recreation and wildlife. They also seek to 
ensure that a mix of housing types are provided.  This 
contributes to all three objectives of sustainable 
development through making effective use of land, 
protecting and enhancing the environment and 
supporting strong and vibrant communities 
   

Achieving well-
designed places 

5 - To retain and improve the village’s open 
spaces and protect significantly special 
spaces and views  

 

8 - To promote high quality development 
that reflects local distinctiveness and the 
character and appearance of the local area 

 

WBEn 02 Biodiversity and 
Natural Habitats 
 
WBEn 03 Special Views and 
Vistas 
 
WBEn 04 Open Spaces 
 
WBEn 05 Local Green Space 

The NHP seeks to create high quality places. The 
various policies set out to ensure that proposals are 
well designed and reflect and are sympathetic to the 
distinctive local character and history of the area. They 
also seek to ensure that places are safe, inclusive and 
accessible and which promote health and well-being 
such as through providing opportunities to connect to 
open spaces thereby contributing particularly to the 
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9 - To provide an appropriate mix and type 
of dwellings to meet local, current and 
future needs 
 

 
WBH 01 Design and Character 
 
WBH 02 Lifetime Homes  
 
WBH 03 Heritage 

social and environmental objectives of sustainable 
development  

Protecting 
Green Belt land 

Not applicable  
 

Not applicable  Not applicable  

Meeting the 
challenge of 
climate change, 
flooding and 
coastal change 

8 - To promote high quality development 
that reflects local distinctiveness and the 
character and appearance of the local area  

 

WBEc 01 Home Working 
 
WBF 01 Burial Grounds / 
Cemetery Proposed Extension 
 
WBF 02 Sustainable Means of 
Travel  
 
WBH 01 Design and Character 
 

Policies support better broadband thereby reducing 
the need to travel. Plan policies aim to reduce the 
impact of traffic and encourage lower carbon travel 
within the Parish. To minimise problems of surface 
run-off, the Plan encourages the use of appropriate 
materials.  The policies will contribute to sustainable 
development by helping to move towards a low carbon 
economy in a changing climate 

Conserving and 
enhancing the 
natural 
environment 

3 - To provide enhanced access to open / 
green spaces and promote a diversity of 
sustainable linked habitats for wildlife 
 
4 - To retain the village as a distinctive 
settlement that does not further coalesce 
with surrounding areas 
 
5 - To retain and improve the village’s open 
spaces and protect significantly special 
spaces and views 
 
8 - To promote high quality development 
that reflects local distinctiveness and the 
character and appearance of the local area 
 

WBEn 01 Recreational 
Disturbance Avoidance and 
Mitigation 
 
WBEn 02 Biodiversity and 
Natural Habitats  
 
WBEn 03 Special Views and 
Vistas  
 
WBEn 04 Open Spaces 
 
WBEn 05 Local Green Space  
 
WBF 01 Burial Grounds / 
Cemetery Proposed Extension  

The NHP positively plans to protect and enhance the 
natural environment and biodiversity, such as through 
additional planting of locally native species of trees 
and hedgerows to improve ecological networks across 
the Parish. Policies seek to ensure that development 
recognises and respects the intrinsic character and 
beauty of the countryside. The NHP also proposes 
Local Green Space, which are of special significance for 
the community and seeks to ensure that such space 
will be protected. The NHP also seeks to improve and 
enhance open space to meet the recreational needs of 
the local community contributing especially to the 
social and environmental objectives of sustainable 
development 
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Conserving the 
historic 
environment 

8 - To promote high quality development 
that reflects local distinctiveness and the 
character and appearance of the local area 
 

WBH 01 Design and Character  
 
WBH 03 Heritage  

The plan policies aim to ensure that the various 
heritage assets and their settings are preserved and 
enhanced thereby particularly contributing to the 
environmental objective of sustainable development 
 

Facilitating the 
sustainable use 
of minerals 

Not applicable  
 

Not applicable  Not applicable  
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4. Compatibility of the NHP with the Strategic Policies of the Development Plan  
 

4.1 The Government’s Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) states at Paragraph: 076 Reference ID: 41-076-
20190509 that:  

“Strategic policies will be different in each area. When reaching a view on whether a policy is a 
strategic policy the following are useful considerations: 

 whether the policy sets out an overarching direction or objective 
 whether the policy seeks to shape the broad characteristics of development 
 the scale at which the policy is intended to operate 
 whether the policy sets a framework for decisions on how competing priorities should be balanced 
 whether the policy sets a standard or other requirement that is essential to achieving the wider 
vision and aspirations in the local plan or spatial development strategy 
 in the case of site allocations, whether bringing the site forward is central to achieving the vision 
and aspirations of the local plan or spatial development strategy 
 whether the local plan or spatial development strategy identifies the policy as being strategic” 

4.2 The Maldon District LDP was adopted in July 2017 and sets out at paragraph 1.2 that “The core 
responsibility of the LDP is to respond to local ambitions, aspirations and priorities for the District 
over the plan period from 2014 to 2029”. 

 
4.3 Paragraph 2.97 of the LDP sets out that “The Council will provide assistance in the production of 

community-led plans in accordance with the protocol, including any neighbourhood plans which set 
out future planning guidance on a parish / town level. The Council will expect these plans to be in 
general conformity with the strategic policies set out in the LDP and consistent with the planning 
principles set out in other national and local planning policies and guidance”. 

 
4.4 Maldon District Council has not identified within the LDP which of the local plan policies are of a 

strategic nature. Therefore, Table 2 of this Basic Conditions Statement (BCS) has assessed each of 
the NHP policies against all the relevant LDP policies. 
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Table 2: - Compatibility of the NHP Policies with the Policies in the Maldon District LDP (2017) 

NHP Policy  Maldon LDP Policy  Comment 

WBEc 01 Home 
Working  

Policy S1 Sustainable 
Development, Policy S7 
Prosperous Rural Communities 
and Policy D2 Climate Change 
& Environmental Impact of 
Development  
 
 

By supporting better broadband and reducing the need to travel, the NHP policy is 
consistent with the presumption in favour of sustainable development. It also complies 
with the adopted Development Plan, which recognises that faster broadband will enable 
more people to work at home as well as supporting the promotion of home-based 
business in rural areas 
 

WBEc 02 Business 
and Retail  
 

Policy S7 Prosperous Rural 
Communities; Policy E3 
Community Services and 
Facilities and Policy E5 
Tourism  
 

The policy is consistent with the adopted Development Plan, through its support for 
retaining and enhancing local businesses, including those related to tourism. This will 
contribute to a strong, sustainable and diverse economy and will help to provide 
employment as well as ensuring that services and facilities are provided that help to meet 
day to day functions 
 

WBEn 01 
Recreational 
Disturbance 
Avoidance and 
Mitigation  
 

Policy N2 Natural Environment 
and Biodiversity  
 

The policy is consistent with the adopted Development Plan, which requires an 
assessment as required by the relevant legislation or national planning guidance 
 

WBEn 02 
Biodiversity and 
Natural Habitats  
 

Policy N2 Natural Environment 
and Biodiversity  

The policy is consistent with the adopted Development Plan in that it seeks to ensure that 
development enhances biodiversity and natural habitats where possible, including 
retaining and enhancing existing trees, ancient woodlands, new woodlands and 
hedgerows and habitats 
 

WBEn 03 Special 
Views and Vistas  
 

Policy S1 Sustainable 
Development and Policy D1 

The policy seeks to ensure that development protects or enhances special views and 
vistas, which provides the landscaping setting of the village. It is therefore consistent with 
policies in the Development Plan, which also seek to ensure that all development makes a 
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Design Quality and Built 
Environment  

 

positive contribution in terms of landscape setting and maintaining the rural character of 
the District  
 

WBEn 04 Open 
Spaces  
 

Policy S1 Sustainable 
Development; Policy S8 
Settlement Boundaries and 
the Countryside; Policy D1 
Design Quality and Built 
Environment and Policy N3 
Open Space, Sport, Recreation  

 

The policy seeks to protect and enhance open spaces and community woodland and 
provide opportunities to connect these spaces. It also seeks to ensure that proposed 
development maintains the open character and appearance of the village. It is therefore 
consistent with policies in the Development Plan, which seek to ensure that development 
maintains the rural character of the District as well as seeking to ensure that development 
contributes towards improving accessibility to open space 
 

WBEn 05 Local 
Green Space  
 

Policy N1 Green Infrastructure; 
Policy N2 Natural 
Environment, Geodiversity and 
Biodiversity, and Policy N3 
Open Space, Sport and Leisure  

 

The NHP designates Local Green Space. This is consistent with Development Plan policy, 
which seeks to ensure that development maintains the rural character of the District and 
generally restricts development on open space  
  

WBF 01 Burial 
Grounds / Cemetery 
Proposed Extension 
 

Policy S1 Sustainable 
Development; Policy N1 Green 
Infrastructure and Policy N3 
Sport and Leisure  

 

This policy recognises that burial grounds and cemeteries are a valued and sensitive green 
infrastructure asset and seeks to ensure that any extension to this type of asset should 
improve biodiversity as well as not having an adverse impact on controlled waters. It is 
therefore consistent with policies in the Development Plan that seek to ensure that 
development protects and increases local biodiversity as well as mitigating against any 
flood risk  
 

WBF 02 Sustainable 
Means of Travel   
 

Policy T1 Sustainable 
Transport and Policy T2 
Accessibility  

 

The policy seeks to ensure that priority is given to cycle and pedestrian movements and 
access to public transport as well as improving public rights of way. This is consistent with 
the Development Plan, which seeks to create and maintain an accessible environment 
including providing safe and direct walking and cycling routes, encouraging people-
oriented space within the development and enhancing and protecting the provision of 
Public Rights of Way  
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WBF 03 Highways 
Safety   
 

Policy T1 Sustainable 
Transport and Policy T2 
Accessibility  

 

This policy requires development proposals to demonstrate that they do not result in an 
unacceptable adverse impact on highways safety as well as encouraging development 
proposals to improve on-street parking, vehicular and pedestrian safety and movement. 
This is consistent with policies in the Development Plan, which seek to manage the impact 
of development in terms of highway safety and capacity, as well as providing sufficient 
parking facilities  
  

WBF 04 Community 
Facilities  
 

Policy S8 Settlement 
Boundaries and Countryside; 
Policy E3 Community Services 
and Facilities and Policy I1 
Infrastructure and Services   

 

This policy seeks to resist the loss of community facilities unless there is suitable 
alternative provision. It also supports enhancing the community use of these facilities. This 
is consistent with the Development Plan, which seeks to ensure that an appropriate level 
and type of infrastructure is provided for in new developments and that community 
services and facilities are retained and enhanced, particularly where they are essential to 
the local community   
 

WBF 05 Community 
Assets  
 

Policy E3 Community Services 
and Facilities and Policy I1 
Infrastructure and Services   

 

The policy seeks to resist the loss of or harm to an Asset of Community Value, whilst 
supporting more local use of the Assets of Community Value. This policy is consistent with 
the Development Plan, which seeks to ensure that community services and facilities are 
retained and enhanced, particularly where they are essential to the local community 
 

WBF 06 Developer 
Contributions  
 

Policy E3 Community Services 
and Facilities and Policy I1 
Infrastructure and Services   

 

The NHP requires new development to demonstrate how it can contribute towards the 
delivery of community development, whether via a Section 106 Agreement, future 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) payment or payment contribution method. This is 
consistent with Development Plan policies that require new development proposals to 
contribute towards the provision of community facilities where an increased need will 
arise in the local area as a result of the development  
  

WBH 01 Design and 
Character  
 

Policy D1 Design and Built 
Environment and Policy D4 
Renewable and Low Carbon 
Energy Generation   

The NHP references the design principles laid out in the Wickham Bishops Village Design 
Statement as well as the Maldon District Design Guide including requiring development to 
respect the local character, historic setting and natural assets of the surrounding area. The 
NHP also encourages energy efficient measures to be incorporated into new development. 
This is consistent with the Development Plan that requires all development to respect and 
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 enhance the character and local context and make a positive contribution including in 
terms of landscape setting. It is also consistent with the Development Plan, which seeks to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
  

WBH 02 Lifetime 
Homes  
 

Policy H2 Housing Mix   
 

The policy seeks to address the local need for older person’s housing through providing 
bungalows or other suitable housing types incorporating Building for Life 12 Standards. 
This is consistent with the Development Plan, which expects all developments to provide a 
suitable mix and range of housing in terms of size, type and tenure reflecting local housing 
need and demand in both the market and affordable sector, particularly the need for an 
ageing population.  Lifetime homes are specifically referred to in the Development Plan as 
a design feature which supports residential development which meets the needs of older 
people 
 

WBH 03 Heritage  
 

Policy D1 Design Quality and 
Built Environment and Policy 
D3 Conservation and Heritage 
Assets 

 

The policy seeks to preserve and enhance the significance of historic assets and their 
settings. This is consistent with policies in the Development Plan, which seek to ensure 
that all development enhances the character and local context and makes a positive 
contribution in terms of the historic environment including preserving or enhancing its 
special character, appearance, setting and features and fabric of architectural or historic 
interest  
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5. Sustainable Development  
 

5.1 Resolution 42/187 of the United Nations General Assembly defined sustainable 
development as meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet their own needs.  
 

5.2 As set out earlier in the BCS, the NPPF states that there are three dimensions to 
sustainable development: economic, social and environmental. The need to balance the 
three dimensions of sustainable development is recognised in the NHP’s Vision:  

 
“In 2029 Wickham Bishops will continue to be a thriving village with its distinctive rural 
appearance that is characterised by the prevailing dominance of trees, with focus centred 
on the church, sporting facilities, the village hall and the local retail area and with 
improved access to open green spaces. Sustainable development promoting social, 
economic and environmental aims will be consistent and compatible with the character 
and appearance of the village and will have ensured the provision of a appropriate housing 
mix, retention of local businesses and community facilities, enhanced communications and 
sustainable transport provision to meet the needs of the parish”. 
 

5.3 Paragraph 9 of the NPPF sets out that the economic, social and environmental objectives 
should be delivered “through the preparation and implementation of plans and the 
application of the policies in this Framework…” Table 1 of this BCS shows how the NHP has 
taken account of these policies in the NPPF and therefore how it makes a contribution 
towards the achievement of sustainable development. Furthermore, Table 2 of this BCS 
shows how the NHP is consistent with the policies in the LDP and the LDP at paragraph 1.9 
sets out that “The LDP is in compliance with national planning policy…”. 
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6. Compatibility with European Union Obligations and Human Rights 
 

Environmental Impact and Habitat Regulations 

6.1 Schedule 4B 8 (2)(f) of the TCPA (as amended) states that a draft Neighbourhood Plan will 
meet the basic conditions if, the making of the Neighbourhood Plan does not breach, and 
is otherwise compatible with retained EU obligations.  In relation to the examination of 
NHPs, the following basic condition is prescribed for the purpose of paragraph 8(2)(g) of 
Schedule 4B to the TCPA (as amended), which is that “The making of the neighbourhood 
development plan does not breach the requirements of Chapter 8 of Part 6 of the 
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017”.   This relates to whether the NHP 
is “likely to have a significant effect on a European site or a European offshore marine site 
(either alone or in combination with other plans or projects)”. 
 

6.2 European Union Directive 2001/42/EC requires a Strategic Environmental Assessment 
(SEA) to be undertaken for certain types of plan or programmes that would have a 
significant environmental effect. The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes 
Regulations 2004 (the SEA Regulations) sets out that this is to be determined by a 
screening process which should use a specified set of criteria (set out in Schedule 1 of the 
Regulations). The results of this process must be set out in a SEA Screening Statement, 
which must be publicly available. 

 
6.3 Maldon District Council, as the responsible body, have considered whether an 

environmental assessment of the emerging Wickham Bishops NHP is required. MDC 
subsequently made this determination following consultation with the statutory 
consultees. The determination is set out in the report ‘Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA) and a Habitats Regulation Assessment (HRA) Screening Determination 
for Wickham Bishops Neighbourhood Plan Regulation 14 consultation draft’ dated 15 
January 2019. 
 

6.4 The SEA and HRA Screening Determination Report sets out at paragraph 2 that “The LDP 
was subject to a Habitats Regulation Assessment”. Paragraph 29 of the SEA and HRA 
Screening Determination Report set out “that the Regulation 14 draft Wickham Bishops 
Neighbourhood Plan is not likely to have significant environmental effects and therefore a 
SEA is not required. The assessment indicates that there are likely to be no significant 
negative effects on the European designated sites resulting from the policies detailed 
within the draft Neighbourhood Plan. Therefore, a full Habitat Regulations Assessment is 
not required for the Regulation 14 draft of the Neighbourhood Plan”.  
 

6.5 The SEA and HRA Screening Determination Report is being submitted to Maldon District 
Council alongside the NHP.  

 
Convention Rights  
6.6 The submission draft NHP is fully compatible with the European Convention on Human 

Rights (ECHR), transposed into UK law by the Human Rights Act 1998. It has been prepared 
within the existing framework of statute, national planning policy and guidance and the 
Maldon District LDP.  
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6.7 The preparation of the NHP has been based on extensive and on-going consultation 

including with local residents, businesses, and organisations as well as Maldon District 
Council. Further information is set out in the Wickham Bishops Neighbourhood Plan 
Consultation Statement. The overall purpose of the NHP is to improve the quality of life 
for people living and working in the Parish from an environmental, social and economic 
point of view. 
 

6.8 The policies in the NHP have been formulated with regard and in response to the views of 
those living and working in the Parish and are based on evidence gathered. They are 
considered to comply with the requirements of EU obligations in relation to human rights.  


