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Local Landscape Character Area 1: 

Blackwater Valley – Valley Floors 

 

Description 

 The River Blackwater rises on the clayland plateau and flows eastwards and then southwards, past 

Kelvedon and Witham, towards Maldon. The Blackwater Valley occupies the western part of the 

parish. 

 The character of the area is defined by its topography which consists of a flat river floodplain. The 

floodplain has remained largely undeveloped with the exception of some watermills which are 

important historical features. The surrounding valley sides are also largely undeveloped, and the 

character area has an attractive rural quality, especially in the lower reaches of the valley. 

Vegetation has a distinctive riverside character with numerous willows on the banks of the 

Blackwater. 
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Key Characteristics 

• Relatively narrow river floodplain. 

• Floodplain meadows are a characteristic feature of the area, though there has been 

considerable change, e.g. by the introduction of a golf course.  

• Narrow river channel flanked by riparian vegetation, and occasional small streams. 

• Artificial mill stream. 

• Willows on the riverbanks and willow plantations are characteristic features. Floodplain is 

relatively open with little vegetation.  

• Meadows enclosed by hedgerows but few hedgerows remaining. 

• Occasional routes across the valley. Footpath provides access to the valley. Railway built 

through valley but subsequently dismantled. 

• Little settlement within the valley floor except for watermills (which are important historic 

features). 

• Architecture consists of historic buildings at Wickham Place and Blue Mills, and a modern 

club house. 

• Sense of tranquillity in the lower part of the valley which retains a rural character. Upper part 

of the valley is influenced by noise from the A12. 

 

View across river floodplain in southern part of the parish 
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Views 

 There are attractive views across the floodplain from the former railway line. The adjoining valley-

sides also remain largely undeveloped and views have a rural character. Wickham Place and Blue 

Mills are historic buildings which retain a rural setting. Attractive views are available where roads 

cross the valley. These views have a rural character. Another notable view is that from the footpath 

along the riverbank towards St Bartholomews Church which stands on the ridge.  

Strength of Character and Condition 

 There is a reasonably strong sense of place within the river valley with some areas of meadow 

remaining, a large number of willow trees, and historic mills still evident, with little modern 

development. The golf course has, however, had a large impact on the historic character of the 

northern part of this area by replacing meadows and introducing new features. Other changes are 

more subtle and include the development of secondary woodland within the river valley. The 

timber trestle viaduct was restored in the 1990s and remains in good condition. Willow plantations 

are subject to change over time as they planted or harvested. Despite conversion to arable and 

some loss of field boundaries it continues to be an attractive landscape. 

Landscape guidelines 

• Maintain undeveloped character of the river floodplain. 

• Maintain meadows where these exist. 

• Maintain historic hedgerows where these exist. 

• Maintain the viaduct, which is last of its type in England. Encourage wider appreciation of 

this unique feature.  

• Maintain rural setting of historic buildings and features including water mills and timber 

trestle viaduct. 

• Restore areas of meadow where possible. Promote traditional management techniques 

including grazing. Enhance the floristic diversity of grassland. 

• Encourage establishment/management of characteristic willow plantations. 
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View of Blue Mills Bridge 

 

 

View of timber trestle viaduct 
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Local Landscape Character Area 2: 

Blackwater Valley – Valley Sides 

 

Description 

 This character area comprises the parts of the Blackwater Valley which fall within the parish of 

Wickham Bishops. It occupies the western portion of the parish. The floodplain is described 

separately at LLCA 1.  

 The valley landform is the defining feature of this area. The land-use within the valley comprises 

farmland, woodland and a golf course. The lower reaches of the valley have a rural character, while 

the northern part of the area is influenced by the presence of the golf course. The valley-sides in 

the southern part of the valley are smooth and gentle, but the topography in the northern part of 

the valley is steeper and more complex. The valley is crossed by several lanes. Public footpaths lead 

down the valley slopes towards crossing points and former water meadows. The settlement pattern 
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consists of isolated halls and farms with little modern development and the southern part of the 

area in particular has a tranquil character. 

Key characteristics 

• Gently sloping valley sides to either side of the river floodplain. 

• Location for early settlement including halls, farms and a church. 

• The area consists of arable farmland, interspersed with occasional areas of woodland. 

Secondary woodland has also developed along the former railway line.  

• Vegetation consists of deciduous woodland and native species hedgerows. Valley-sides 

appear relatively well vegetated.  

• No strong field pattern but some evidence of both early sinuous enclosures and late 

rectangular enclosures. Some field boundary loss in the C20.  

• Historic lanes and footpaths descend towards the river. Langford Road follows the route of 

the valley and is located on the valley-side.  

• The settlement pattern consists of isolated halls and farms. The character area includes a 

moated manor site at Wickham Hall and St Peters church, which was probably built to 

accompany the hall.  

• Most of the buildings within this area are historic farms and halls. Very little modern 

development has occurred within this character area.  

• The area generally has a rural and tranquil character, but the A12 is audible in the northern 

part of the character area.  
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View across Blackwater Valley from near to St Peter’s Church 

 

St Peter’s Church 
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Views 

 Occasional views into the Blackwater Valley are available from Langford Road. Most views into the 

valley are limited by vegetation but the views which are available are pleasant, if not extensive. The 

golf course is a detracting element within views in the northern part of the character area.    

Strength of Character and Condition 

 The valley-sides have experienced little modern development and still retain their historic pattern. 

This area contains classic historic features such as a moated manor and associated church, 

weatherboarded barn, and isolated farmsteads, old lanes and ancient woodland. The dispersed 

settlement pattern of this area is still very much intact with little modern development. Farmland 

predominates across much of this area and is in active use. Loss of hedgerows has erased the detail 

of the landscape. The Ancient Woodland at Sparkey Wood remains intact. The Witham to Maldon 

branch line had a significant physical impact on this landscape, which is still visible today. The golf 

course has also had a significant impact on the character of the valley side in the northern part of 

the character area.  

 The area retains a rural character with a moderately strong sense of place. The historic settlement 

pattern is well-preserved and the area is sensitive to change, particularly within the southern part 

of the valley, which is untouched by modern development.  

Landscape guidelines 

• Maintain rural character of the valley, particularly within the southern part of the valley 

which is untouched by modern development.  

• Maintain Ancient Woodlands and preserve suitable buffers and increased recreational 

pressure which could detract from quality of the wood. Avoid woodland being converted into 

private gardens (as has happened at specific places).  

• Encourage suitable woodland management and allow for natural regeneration by protecting 

saplings from deer grazing for example. Maintain distinctive woodland flora through 

appropriate management.  

• Area has suffered from hedgerow loss. Restoration of hedges is encouraged to restore the 

original pattern of small fields and hedged field boundaries with hedgerow trees.  

• Golf course has superseded earlier landscape pattern and introduced artificial elements but 

is now part of the landscape. Maintain undeveloped character of the golf course. Encourage 

native planting which can contribute to the character of the area and measures to increase 

biodiversity. Should golf course become unviable, encourage restoration to agriculture.  

• The Blackwater Valley retains a sparsely settled, rural character and new development would 

therefore be difficult to assimilate. Development can be highly visible on the valley side and 

should be avoided within this area wherever possible. 
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View across Blackwater Valley towards Blue Mills with golf course in foreground 
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Local Landscape Character Area 3: 

Tiptree Ridge – South-facing Slopes 

 

Description 

 This area encompasses the gentle south-facing slopes which form part of the Tiptree ridge. The area 

extends southwards from the village over a sparsely settled area towards Langford. The area 

consists of farmland interspersed with ancient woodland, and is sparsely settled. This reflects a 

common historic settlement pattern where the manor was remote from any village and settlement 

was confined to isolated farmsteads (belonging to the manor). There is evidence of early enclosure 

in the northern part of the area and of later parliamentary enclosure to the south of Likely Wood. 

C20 orchards erased the earlier landscape pattern, though these have now fallen out of use and 

some have been returned to arable. Loss of hedgerows has erased the detail of the landscape, but 

the historic landscape pattern can still be perceived, and the area retains a strong rural character. 
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Key Characteristics 

• The landform consists of gentle southward-facing slopes which descend towards the 

adjoining lowlands.  

• The land-use consists of arable farmland and blocks of ancient woodland. The area also 

contains former orchards (now derelict).  

• Vegetation mainly comprises native-species hedgerows, trees and woodland. Likely Wood 

contains hornbeam coppices. Veteran oaks are present at Wickham Hall Lane for example. 

The former orchard features old fruit trees and a line of poplars, with areas of scrubby 

vegetation. Holly is present in the hedgerows.  

• Irregular field boundaries in the north of the area suggest early enclosure. The southern part 

of the area features straight field boundaries which are typical of late enclosure, though 

many of these boundaries have subsequently been lost through field amalgamation.  

• Generally inaccessible area with few lanes or footpaths.  

• Lanes are bound by mature trees and dense, mixed, native-species hedgerows and have a 

rural character, with little traffic. 

• This is a very sparsely settled area of farmland and woodland which separates the manor 

from the main village. Settlement limited to occasional isolated farmsteads and cottages.  

• Historic architectural styles are well-represented within this area together with occasional 

modern buildings.  

• Absence of development creates a strongly rural character. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Status: Neighbourhood Plan | Issue 01 Wickham Bishops, Essex 

  Landscape Character Analysis 

 

 

November 2018 | Page 28  

 

 

View across south-facing slopes from Langford Road showing large expanses of farmland and woodland 

 

Hornbeam coppice within Likely Wood 



Status: Neighbourhood Plan | Issue 01  Wickham Bishops, Essex 

  Landscape Character Analysis 

 

 

 

November 2018 | Page 29   

 

Views 

 Long views are available over this area towards the adjoining lowlands from near to Grange Farm. 

This view has an attractive rural character. Similar views southwards are also available from a public 

footpath.  

 Open views are available over this area from Langford Road. These views have a strongly rural 

character, but hedgerow loss has created a somewhat bare landscape of large arable fields.  

Strength of Character and Condition 

 The area has experienced little modern development and the historic pattern remains largely intact. 

There has been considerable loss of hedgerows and some footpaths have been realigned. The area 

previously contained extensive orchards though these have fallen out of use and some have been 

returned to arable farmland (with little trace of the former use). Loss of hedges and hedgerow trees 

has created a more open landscape, but the areas of Ancient Woodland remain intact and create a 

wooded character. Quiet rural lanes pass through open countryside and retain a strong rural 

character. 

 Despite hedgerow loss this remains an attractive and reasonably well-preserved rural landscape. 

Further change is anticipated as the orchard at White House Farm appears to be derelict.  

Landscape guidelines 

• Area is characterised by general absence of development, which creates a strongly rural 

character. This characteristic is sensitive to change. General undeveloped character of the 

area should be protected and retained.  

• Preserve the character of rural lanes. Avoid developments which would increase traffic flow 

and prevent damage to the trees and hedges lining the lane. Avoid introducing urbanising 

features such as kerbs, pavements or streetlights.   

• Retain existing trees and hedgerows and reinforce with new planting if necessary. 

• Restore lost hedgerows and hedgerow trees to recreate a smaller-scale landscape and 

improve ecological connectivity.    

• Restore former orchard to suitable agricultural use. Opportunity to reinstate former 

hedgerows.     

• Limit the spread of ranch-style fencing, unsympathetic stable buildings, and other visually 

intrusive features associated with keeping horses.  

• Manage woodland appropriately and encourage traditional management techniques such as 

coppicing. Allow for natural regeneration by protecting saplings from deer grazing for example. 

Maintain distinctive woodland flora through appropriate management. Preserve suitable 

buffers to development (minimum 15m) and avoid woodland being converted to garden.  

• Area has low capacity to absorb change. 
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Veteran trees and ancient hedges adjoining Wickham Hall Lane 
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Local Landscape Character Area 4: 

Tiptree Ridge – West-facing slopes 

 

Description 

 Sinuous lanes and field boundaries, ancient woodlands, and a dense network of public rights of way 

connecting heaths, meadows, woods and fields are suggestive of an ancient landscape.  

 The area is defined by the sloping landform of the Tiptree ridge which rises from the Blackwater 

Valley. Ancient woodlands are a defining feature of the area. In addition to the deciduous 

woodlands there is a high concentration of mature hedgerow trees which help to create the 

impression of a wooded landscape. The area features sinuous field boundaries which suggest early 

enclosure. The creation of an orchard and golf course has erased the earlier landscape pattern in 

places, though the orchard has subsequently fallen out of use. The area has been subject to some 

low density residential development at Station Road and Mope Lane and garden areas and 

paddocks have expanded.    
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Key Characteristics 

• The landform consists of relatively steep westward-facing slopes which form part of the 

Tiptree ridge. Subtle folds in the landscape create a complex topography.  

• Originally the area comprised farmland and woodland. The original field pattern has been 

modified locally by the creation of an orchard, though this has subsequently become derelict. 

Agricultural use has declined with fields converted to paddocks or gardens, or left vacant.  

• The area is characterised by dense native-species hedgerows, hedgerow trees, and broadleaf 

woodland, and has a wooded character. Hedgerow trees are a notable feature of the area.  

• The field pattern comprises irregular small-scale enclosures, interspersed with woodland and 

lanes.  

• The area is crossed by narrow winding lanes and a network of public footpaths. Some low-

density residential development has occurred along the lanes; however, they retain a 

predominantly rural character. Witham Road carries a considerable amount of traffic, but 

the other lanes are quiet.  

• Historically the area was very sparsely settled, but some low-density residential and farm-

related development has occurred in the C20.  

• The area contains some historic properties along with more recent architectural styles.  

• Combination of different elements, complex landform, and sinuous lanes and field 

boundaries create an intricate, small-scale landscape pattern.  

• Long-distance views across the Blackwater Valley create a sense of spaciousness 
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View from Wickham Hall Lane 

 

Mope Lane 
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Views 

 Some attractive views are available from Station Road into the Blackwater Valley. The complex 

topography and pattern of fields and woodland creates visual interest. Mature trees, woods and 

hedges create a well-vegetated landscape which is visually attractive. Attractive rural views are also 

available from public footpaths in the area.   

Strength of character and condition 

 Significant parts of the area have transitioned from agriculture to large private gardens or paddocks. 

Secondary woodland has developed in places. Whilst this contributes to the wooded character of 

the area it is a relatively recent change. The development of an orchard erased the earlier landscape 

pattern. The orchard has subsequently fallen out of use and now appears to form part of a privately-

owned amenity landscape.  Despite these changes the historic landscape pattern can still be read, 

and it is still a predominantly rural area which contributes to the setting of the village and offers 

opportunities for recreation.   

Landscape guidelines 

• Retain active agricultural use where this still exists.  

• Restore active agricultural use where possible to reflect the traditional use of the countryside 

and enhance the character of the area. 

• Retain the rural character of the area. Protect existing woods, hedges and hedgerow trees. 

• Maintain quiet rural character of Mope Lane and Station Road.  

• Manage woodland appropriately and encourage traditional management techniques such as 

coppicing. Allow for natural regeneration by protecting saplings from deer grazing for 

example. Maintain distinctive woodland flora through appropriate management. Preserve 

suitable buffers to development (minimum 15m) and avoid woodland being converted to 

garden. 

• Maintain low density settlement pattern and openness of the countryside. Private gardens 

and garden trees and hedges make an important contribution to the character of the area 

and should be maintained.  

• Discourage the proliferation of inappropriate fencing or stable buildings or other visually-

intrusive features associated with keeping horses.  

• Encourage the use of traditional materials such as black weatherboarding and pantiles for 

new stables or outbuildings.  

• Encourage use of native hedgerows. 
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The area features paddocks and woodland 
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Local Landscape Character Area 5: 

Tiptree Ridge – Ridgetop 

 

Description 

 This area consists of former heathland which has been subsequently enclosed and is now 

extensively developed. The settlement has expanded significantly in the C20, though the original 

street pattern and many of the old buildings remain.  

Key Characteristics 

• Relatively flat, elevated ground on the ridgetop. 

• Residential development extends across much of this area. Ancient woodland, pastures and 

playing fields are also present. Much of the land around the settlement is occupied by large 

gardens and paddocks and is no longer in agricultural use.  
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• This area is well-vegetated. Some old field boundaries survive within the settlement. Field 

boundaries contain large numbers of mature trees, and further trees are present within the 

settlement. 

• Evidence of early, irregular enclosures and late parliamentary enclosures.  

• Dense network of lanes probably derives from a series of routes crossing Tiptree Heath. 

Straight routes derive from enclosure award. Historic lanes have been retained within the 

settlement and contribute to its character.  

• Original heath-side settlement pattern subsumed by C20 expansion. C20 development has 

created a nucleated settlement.  

• Historic buildings are represented within the settlement, but generic C20 styles predominate.  

• Grass verges contribute to the rural character of the village.  

• Area has a rural character. Many of the lanes are quiet with little traffic. 

 

Landscape on edge of village managed as pasture/parkland 



Status: Neighbourhood Plan | Issue 01 Wickham Bishops, Essex 

  Landscape Character Analysis 

 

 

November 2018 | Page 38  

 

 

Recreational land at Wickham Bishops Sports Fields retains a rural character 

Views 

 Most views in and around the settlement are contained by buildings and vegetation. Occasional 

longer distance views are, however, available from the ridgetop over the surrounding countryside 

from Grange Road and Station Road for example.  

Strength of Character and Condition 

 The areas around the village are influenced by the proximity of the settlement and have an urban-

fringe character. Much of the land is no longer used for agriculture but provides other uses such as 

recreation. The original field boundaries are often intact and contain mature trees that contribute 

to the character of the area. Most of the land is actively managed, but there are occasional parcels 

of vacant land around the periphery of the settlement. The landscape performs a number of 

functions by providing separation from neighbouring villages, creating a green setting for the 

village, and offering opportunities for leisure and recreation.  

Landscape guidelines 

• Protect the quiet nature of the lanes in this area from increases in traffic. Avoid introducing 

urbanising features such as street lighting, kerbs or pavements which would change the 

character of the lanes.  

• Protect existing hedgerows lining lanes which contribute to their character, including 

hedgerows which have become incorporated within the settlement.  
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• The remaining fields and open spaces continue to contribute to the rural character of the 

area and the setting of the village and should be preserved in their undeveloped form. The 

field boundaries contain numerous mature trees which are important to the character of the 

area. Open spaces are also important in providing space for recreation and separation from 

neighbouring settlements.  

• Existing footpaths provide access to the countryside from the residential area and should be 

protected and retained. Footpaths should be maintained to enable easy access with suitable 

surfacing, gates and signposting and the route should be kept free of obstructing vegetation. 

Open views from footpaths should be retained and introduction of closeboard fences 

adjacent to paths should be avoided.  

• Restore vacant fields to active use including returning to agriculture if possible.  

• Manage woodland appropriately.  

• Encourage the replacement of inappropriate boundary features with native hedgerows to 

enhance connectivity and strengthen the character of the area.  

• Encourage new tree planting to eventually replace mature trees. Plant locally appropriate 

native species including oak and field maple. 

 

Movement network consists of a network of lanes, including Back Lane shown here 
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Small scale farming enterprises occur around the fringes of the village 

 

Paddocks are a common feature near to the village 

 


