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Policy S7 (Prosperous Rural Communities) is supported in principle.

Nevertheless, it is submitted that Althorne should also be identified within Policy S7 as a location for provision of up to 150
dwellings as a sustainable residential development focused around Althorne railway station, existing housing at Althorne,
the marina and existing facilities within Althorne. In addition, with some similarities to the proximity of Fambridge to South
Woodham Ferrers, Althorne benefits from close proximity and access (including by rail) to the full range of services
available at Burnam-on-Crouch.

The enclosed Development Vision provides full details of the proposed strategic sustainable development of up to 150
market and affordable homes at land immediately north of Althorne railway station. The Development Vision provides
details of how the proposed development would accord with the Council's strategic approach to improve accessibility with:
excellent railway services fully accessible and with immediate access to the site; promotion of walking and cycling as
alternative means of travel; reducing reliance on the motor car; and providing improved connections between existing
housing, Althorne railway station, the marina and Bass Wood. The enclosed Development Vision also sets out details of
the existing facilities within and around Althorne that would be supported through the proposed development.

The Council's intention to prepare a Rural Allocations DPD is supported, although it is submitted that in the highly
sustainable development proposal of land at Althorne, reference should be included within the LDP to the allocation of land
at Althorne for residential development.
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Policy S7 should be amended to include reference to allocation of land immediately north of Althorne Station (see enclosed
development vision document) for up to 150 dwellings.

It is submitted that supporting text to Policy S7 should be amended to reflect the The Master Plan contained within the
Development Vision which identifies how land at Althorne can deliver:

• a series of publicly accessible open spaces;
• access to and from adjacent fields;
• access to the proposed housing via Station Road;
• off-road pedestrian and cycle links to Althorne improving accessibility to Althorne Station for existing residents within
Althorne;
• wetland areas for surface water storage;
• strategic landscaping; and
• retention of and increased public access to Bass Wood.
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