
     

All the winners of the Conservation and Design Awards 2009              



WINNERS OF THE MALDON DISTRICT 
CONSERVATION AND DESIGN AWARDS 2009    

The decisions have now been made for the Maldon District Conservation and 
Design Awards 2009.    

Following a meeting of the judging panel on 22 September, 8 nominations 
were shortlisted.  On 15 October the judges visited each of the nominated 
projects and assessed their individual merits against the agreed judging 
criteria. All the judges felt it was difficult to compare the projects that, this 
year, were so different from one another.    

BUILDING CONSERVATION WINNER - White House Manor, Mundon, is a 

Grade II* listed, timber framed building which was dramatically restored in the 1930 s. 

The 1930 s restoration had made use of impermeable cement, in ignorance of the 

effect that it would have on this type and period of construction. Over time the 

cement trapped moisture against the exposed historic timbers and caused them to 

decay. The current owners, Mr. and Mrs. Hollis, who inherited this problem, had the 

vision and determination to commission a thorough repair scheme, informed by the 

heritage value of the building and an understanding of the materials and methods 

that would best ensure its future preservation. Areas of cement infill were replaced 

with breathable products such as traditional lime hair plaster and sheep s wool 

insulation, which help prevent the retention of moisture and thus avert decay. The 

judges were highly impressed by the pragmatic approach of minimum intervention 

that has been taken with the timber frame. Remedial work ranged from discreet 

splice repairs to wholesale replacement of major structural timbers where necessary, 

all in new oak and all executed with great skill. In view of the outstanding quality of 

repairs, the informed use of appropriate materials and the consistently conservative 

approach taken to preserve this very special building the judges decided it was most 

worthy of the Building Conservation Award. The Building Surveyor for the project was 

Stephen Boniface of the Whitworth Partnership. The contractors were Bakers of 

Danbury: the two principal skilled craftsmen were Martin Burley from Maylandsea 

and Tim Board from Chelmsford, both only 20 years of age. They were supervised by 

Dave Roberton.  



                        

WHITE HOUSE FARM, MUNDON 



Those involved with the restoration of White House Farm, Building 
Conservation Winner. From left to right: Stephen Boniface of the Whitworth 

Partnership; Mrs Hollis and Mr Hollis, owners of White House Manor;  Martin 
Burley of Bakers of Danbury;  Cllr Mrs Young, Chairman of Maldon District 

Council; Dave Robertson of Bakers of Danbury; Ron Lowe of Bakers of 
Danbury; Cllr Frank Delderfield, Chairman of the CDA Judging Panel    



BUILDING CONSERVATION HIGHLY COMMENDED 

 
The Thatched Cottage, Mill End, Burnham-on-Crouch

 
is a timber framed and 

weatherboarded cottage probably dating from the eighteenth century but 

incorporating re-used medieval timbers. The building has no statutory protection and 

so when it came up for sale in 2008 it was at risk of demolition and re-development. 

Conscious of the threat to these picturesque cottages, the next door neighbours, HHJ 

and Mrs Clegg, purchased the building and lovingly restored it for use as holiday lets. 

Works included redressing the thatched roof, renewing the weatherboarding, treating 

the extensive damp and woodworm problems and exposing floorboards and timbers 

internally.  Fiona Clegg not only managed the project on a strict budget and within 

just 21 weeks but undertook all of the labour herself with her friend, Sarah Warren. 

The contractors employed were Mick Aubin, with extensive knowledge of old building 

restoration (plumbing, joinery and electrics) and Steven Bloomfield (brickwork and 

plastering). The judges felt the owners deserved plaudit for restoring an attractive 

historic building which has no statutory protection.                      



                         

Those involved with the restoration of Thatched Cottage, 1&3 Mill End, 
Burnham on Crouch. From left to Right: High Honorable Judge Clegg, owner; 
Mick Aubin, builder; Cllr Mrs Young, the Chairman of Maldon District Council; 
Fiona Clegg, owner and project manager; Cllr Frank Delderfield, Chairman of 

the CDA Judging Panel.         



DESIGN WINNER 

 
Charter House Development, Wantz Road, 

Maldon.

 
This development consists of two blocks of affordable, mixed tenure 

apartments which replaced dilapidated 1970 s flats. The judges were highly 
impressed by the way the materials and forms draw upon and sit sensitively 
within the built context of the Maldon Conservation Area. The terraced 
arrangement employed is a contemporary interpretation of the nineteenth 
century terraces on Wantz Road. The combination of alternating yellow stock 
brickwork and painted render was felt to be particularly successful. Communal 
gardens, discreet parking and photovoltaic panels which blended with the roof 
slates were all aspects which impressed the judges. The judges decided that 
this project should be given the top Design award because of the great 
success of the design achieved on a limited budget. The developer was Moat 
Housing and it was designed by Barry Garner Architects.                             



 Charter House Development. From left to right: Jason Amos, Head of 
Development Delivery, Moat; Cllr Mrs Young, Chairman of the Council; 
Andrew Debnam, Development Manager, Moat; Cllr Frank Delderfield, 

Chairman of the CDA Judging Panel       



 
SUSTAINABILITY WINNER and DESIGN HIGHLY 
COMMENDED - 61 Wycke Lane, Tollesbury. This is a bespoke, 
architect-designed family dwelling, overlooking the Tollesbury Marshes. 
Consideration of issues of environmental sustainability was one of the main 
priorities informing the design of the building. The building is orientated to 
maximise solar gain, has a ground source heat pump which provides hot 
water and heating to the house, an eco friendly system of rainwater 
harvesting and 100% recycled newspaper insulation. The larch cladding and 
cedar shingles for the roof have been sustainably sourced. With regard to 
sustainability the judges felt the project was a league ahead of the other 
nominations and so resolved to give it the Sustainability Award. The judges 
were also impressed by the design of the building which maximised the 
benefits of the site  including secluded leafy setting and stunning views 

 

and accommodated the needs of the family s four children, one of whom uses 
a wheelchair. In acknowledgment of this the judges also resolved to award the 
project with a Highly Commended certificate for Design.        



61 Wycke Lane, Tollesbury. From left to right: Mrs Smith and her four 
children; Simon Plater, architect; Cllr Mrs Young, Chairman of the Council; 

Cllr Frank Delderfield, Chairman of the Judging Panel.      



NATURE CONSERVATION WINNER 
- Hazeleigh Hall Wood. For many hundreds of years this ancient semi-natural 
woodland had been coppiced but in recent times had fallen out of 
management. When John and Maureen Bissell took on the woodland fifteen 
years ago it had become sterile and derelict. Mr and Mrs Bissell have restored 
the woodland to a species rich habitat and a productive and successful 
business. Their coppice management has improved the biodiversity of the 
woodland and the surrounding area. The judges were extremely impressed by 
the physical efforts and achievements of just two people. Mr and Mrs Bissell 
live off the produce from the woodland, including wood and charcoal, which 
they sell at the Maldon Farmers Market. They are also involved with several 
educational projects. The judges felt that this unique and incredible project 
deserved recognition by winning the Nature Conservation Award.           

Left Charcoal Burner 
Below The Tiger Spot Moth 



    

Mr and Mrs Bissell, owners and managers of Hazeleigh Hall Wood with the 
Chairman of the Council and the Chairman of the CDA Judging Panel 


