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10 South Street, Tillingham
CONSERVATION
The Coach House, Curling Tye Green
CONSERVATION
The Sail Lofts, Tollesbury
CONSERVATION
Washington Court, Heybridge
DESIGN
12 South Street, Tillingham
CONSERVATION
The Garage, West Bowers Hall, Woodham Walter
DESIGN
Phoenix House, Maldon
DESIGN
Greek Orthodox Church, Tolleshunt Knights
DESIGN
Clock Tower, Burnham-on-Crouch
CONSERVATION
Queen’s Court, Burnham-on-Crouch
DESIGN
The Bell House, Maldon
CONSERVATION
The Prince of Wales Public House, Stow Maries
CONSERVATION
Bypass Bridge, Maldon
DESIGN
Planting at Little Braxted
NATURE / LANDSCAPE
The Maldon Tapestry
DESIGN
Hazlewood Court, Heybridge
DESIGN
Restoration of wall paintings at
St Nicholas Church, Little Braxted
CONSERVATION
The Octagon, St Mary’s Church, Maldon
DESIGN

The Maldon District, often described
as “the best of rural Essex”, is a place
with a diverse yet distinct natural / built
heritage. Our Conservation and Design
Awards seek to acknowledge those who
actively care for this heritage or, through
new work, succeed in enhancing or
contributing to it.
It is with pride that I introduce this
booklet. The selection of some of the
past winners illustrated in the following
pages reflects a consistently high
standard of design and conservative
care. In short, the images speak of a
District which takes pride in itself and
its heritage.

Councillor Penny Channer
Leader of Maldon District Council
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Willie Almshouses, Great Totham
CONSERVATION
Headland Barn, Maldon Hall Farm, Maldon
CONSERVATION
St Bartholomew’s Church, Wickham Bishops
CONSERVATION
King’s Head, Maldon
CONSERVATION
St Peter’s Old Church, Wickham Bishops
CONSERVATION
Old Orchard House, Purleigh
DESIGN
52-54 South Street, Tillingham
CONSERVATION
Bohuns Hall, Tollesbury
CONSERVATION
Friary Fields, Maldon
DESIGN
All Saints Church, Purleigh
CONSERVATION
Chigborough Lake Nature Reserve
NATURE / LANDSCAPE
Brickhouse Farm Barn, Maldon
CONSERVATION
Artisan’s Cottage, Maldon
CONSERVATION
Blue House Farm Nature Reserve,
North Fambridge
NATURE / LANDSCAPE
The Otter Hut, Burnham-on-Crouch
DESIGN
Farmer’s Brewery, Maldon
CONSERVATION
Stow Maries Nature Reserve, Stow Maries
NATURE / LANDSCAPE
All Saint’s Church, Purleigh, extension
DESIGN

It has been a great pleasure to serve as the Chairman of the Judging Panel for the Maldon District
Conservation and Design awards for several years.
The Maldon District Conservation and Design Award scheme has evolved over time. Established
in 1983, the scheme was the idea of Andrew White, the Local Plans Manager at the time, and was
supported by the then Chief Planning Officer, Tony Plumridge. Initially, there was just one category
and one award which all nominations competed for. In 1989 the nominations were split between
two categories; conservation and design. In 2001 the conservation category was split into nature
conservation and building conservation, which meant that, along with the design category, there
were three awards given. In 2007 a fourth category – sustainability – was introduced to address
such issues as climate change, energy efficiency, sustainable sources of building materials and
sustainable communities.
The panel of judges is made up of various professionals including a local or regional architect, a
representative of a parish council, representatives of local amenity societies, an historic buildings
expert and a natural environment expert. Different people are invited to sit on the panel each year.
Though the judging criteria have been refined, the core principles upon which we base our
assessment have remained the same since the award scheme’s inception. Criteria for the Building
Conservation award include quality workmanship, appropriate materials, inventiveness, investment
of a new lease of life to a previously neglected building and contribution to the continuing history of a
building. The criteria for the Nature / Landscape Conservation award include the benefit to the local
environment, the quality of execution and the provision of interpretation / education facilities. The
criteria for the Design award include originality, overall architectural effect, relationship to context and
standard of execution. The criteria for the Sustainability award include minimisation of energy loss /
energy demand, use of renewable energy technology, the recycling of old buildings and materials in
which so much energy was invested in the past, the reduction of carbon emissions, minimising the
need for long distance transportation and provision of facilities which enable rural communities to
sustain a degree of self-sufficiency.
For me, the Maldon District Conservation and Design Awards scheme plays an important role in
promoting and celebrating a high standard of design, conservation and sustainable development.
I hope that they continue for another 25 years to come!

Councillor Frank Delderfield
Chairman of the Planning and Licensing Committee, Maldon District Council
Heritage and Design Champion
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Bacons, Woodham Mortimer
CONSERVATION
Purleigh Community School
NATURE / LANDSCAPE
The Courtyard, Spital Road, Maldon
DESIGN
Blue Mills, Wickham Bishops
CONSERVATION
Wenlock Way, Maldon
DESIGN
Queen’s House, Purleigh
CONSERVATION
Joyce’s Marsh, Goldhanger
NATURE / LANDSCAPE
Wickham Bishops Community Hall
DESIGN
Beeleigh Abbey
CONSERVATION
Warner’s Hall, Burnham-on-Crouch
DESIGN
94 Basin Road, Heybridge Basin
SUSTAINABILITY
Mayland Nature Reserve
NATURE / LANDSCAPE
1 The Square, Tillingham
CONSERVATION
The Tollhouse, Fullbridge Maldon
DESIGN
Fourteen The Quay, Burnham-on-Crouch
SUSTAINABILITY
Blue House Farm Nature Reserve,
North Fambridge
NATURE / LANDSCAPE
Due to the large number of past winners, it
has not been possible to feature a photograph
and description of every single winner. What
follows is a selection of past winners.

1983
1984

10 South Street, Tillingham
(also won an award in 1998)
CONSERVATION
Listed in 1973, by the time
Mr K Pond bought Number
10 it was in a very dilapidated
state of repair. So bad was its
condition that demolition had
been considered. Fortunately,
Mr Pond undertook a careful
restoration and it was presented
with the very first Conservation
Award. The cast metal award
plaque remains in place on the
front wall today.

The Coach House,
Curling Tye Green
CONSERVATION
This early C19 Coach House
was sensitively converted to
form a residential annexe in a
way that retained many of its
original internal fittings. One
notable feature that impressed
the judges was the original
ragged finish to the internal
joinery. The building was
subsequently listed Grade II
in 1986.

1985
1986
1987

The Sail Lofts, Tollesbury
CONSERVATION
The sail lofts were built 1905-11 to
serve the local fishing fleet and yachts.
By the early 1980’s they had fallen
into a dilapidated state. The lofts were
renovated under the charitable trust
Fellowship Afloat by Plater Inkpen
Architects. The judges were impressed
by the fact that the paint used as part
of the restoration was based upon
samples of original paint that had been
discovered. One of the lofts now forms
a studio for the architects.

Washington Court, Heybridge
DESIGN
This is a housing project which was
judged to be well thought out and
sympathetic to the surrounding historic
environment. The architects were the
John Finch Partnership.

12 South Street, Tillingham
CONSERVATION
12 South Street is a Grade II listed
building. Like 10 South Street, it had
fallen into a very poor state of repair.
Its sensitive renovation was felt to be
of an exemplary standard.

1988
1989

Clock Tower Burnham on Crouch
CONSERVATION
This Tudoresque structure was constructed in 1877 to
commemorate a local benefactor whose wealth came
from the oyster trade. It is the most distinctive landmark
in Burnham High Street. The award was given for its
sensitive repair and restoration. The works involved
the introduction of a metal strap around the tower to
stabilise its structural stability.

1990

Phoenix House, Maldon
DESIGN
Designed by Plater Inkpen, the central
lantern of this one-off house is a feature
derived from C19 examples in the area.

The Bell House,
Maldon
CONSERVATION
The Conservation
Award was given for
exemplary renovation
of this former public
house. The restoration
was undertaken by
Alan Fry.

1991
1992

By Pass Bridge, Maldon
DESIGN
Stretching over the River
Chelmer, this bridge replaced
the original single-width railway
line which had been in a partially
demolished state for many years.
The judges were particularly
impressed by the materials used
which were considered to blend
successfully with the landscape.

Millennium Embroidery
DESIGN
The Maldon Millennium
Embroidery was made in 1991
to celebrate the thousandth
anniversary of the Battle of
Maldon. The piece is 42 feet
long. It is an impressive work
of design which the judges felt
deserved the award.
The Millennium Embroidery is on
display in the Maeldune Heritage
Centre, Market Hill, Maldon,
which is open to the public
Wednesdays, Friday-Sundays
2pm - 5pm and 11am to 4pm.

1993

Geldhart Wall Paintings,
Little Braxted
CONSERVATION
This tiny C12 church was
substantially restored by the
rector and architect Ernest
Geldhart in the last two decades
of the C19. With barely any
of the interior surfaces left
undecorated, it is one of the
most outstanding examples in
the county of the Victorian gothic
revival. The rich wall paintings
had suffered discolouration by
smoke from candles, oil lamps
and stoves. Their survival was
also threatened by structural
subsidence and rising damp.
With the support of the Council
for the Care of Churches, the
parishioners embarked on
a scheme of conservation.
English Heritage, the Friends
of Friendless Churches, Essex
County Council and Maldon
District Council provided grant
assistance. Brian Date left a
lot of money in his will. The
restoration was carried out
in stages from 1989 and was
complete in 1992. The architect
was John Burton of Purcell
Miller Tritton. The conservator
Donald Smith restored the
decoration.

1994

The Octagon, St Mary’s Church, Maldon
DESIGN
The octagon extension was designed
by Purcell Miller Tritton and Partners,
1992-3. The judges felt it was a highly
successful scheme. The extension
is crowned by a lead-clad lantern
which provides a third point of focus
between the shingled spirelet on top
of the tower and the stone chimney
flue at the east end of the south aisle.
Buttresses are a prominent feature on
the south side of the church and their
use on the extension was considered
most appropriate. While the extension
complements the main building in
many ways, the different palette of
materials distinguishes it as a modern
structure.

Willie Almshouses,
Great Totham
CONSERVATION
This attractive group of
red brick houses was built
in 1855 and are Grade II
listed. The houses were
refurbished and brought up
to modern living standards
with decent kitchens and
bathrooms by the architect
Tim Venn, 1992-4. The
refurbishment scheme
involved the addition of
small extensions which the
judges considered to be
discreet and sensitive.

1995
1996

St Bartholomew’s Church,
Wickham Bishops
DESIGN
The church was built by the prolific
Victorian architect Ewan Christian,
1849-50. The extension was added by
Plater Inkpen Vale & Downie (project
architect G Vale), 1994-5. The judges
were impressed with an addition that
is at once strikingly modern addition
and yet sensitive to the context. The
pale yellow brickwork of the extension
recalls the pale yellow Caen stone
dressings on the main church.

Kings Head, Maldon
CONSERVATION
Previously neglected and in a poor
state of repair, this mid C15 listed
building was restored by James Mann
of West Station Developments, the
work being executed by Laurence
Smith of Smith Construction. The
renovation invested the building with
a new lease of commercial viability.
The true age of the structure was only
discovered during the restoration and
Mr Mann opened the structure up to
the public, giving tours of the medieval
internal structures before the works
were completed.

1997

St Peter’s, Old Church,
Wickham Bishops
CONSERVATION
Isolated from the main
village and abandoned in
the mid C19, this small
medieval church was in
a semi ruinous condition
when it was leased to
the Friends of Friendless
Churches in 1975. In 1996
it was restored by the
architect Julian Limentani
of Marshall Sisson for use
as a studio by the stained
glass artist Benjamin Finn.

1998

Old Orchard House, Purleigh
DESIGN
This new house lies within the
Purleigh Conservation Area, adjacent
to existing listed building ‘The Old
Bakery’. A well proportioned design
was prepared utilising traditional
materials characteristic of the area.
The building was commissioned by
Mr and Mrs Downs. The developer
was Tim Groves and the architect
was John James.

52/54 South Street, Tillingham
CONSERVATION
Originally three cottages, this terrace
included a boot and shoe maker’s
workshop. Sadly derelict for some
years, the owners carefully restored
as much as could be salvaged.
The original plaster work remained,
though in a friable state. This was
stabilised and re-skimmed. The
owners at the time of the work were
Mr and Mrs Kirkwood. M
Bohuns Hall, Tollesbury

1999

CONSERVATION
Previously in a badly neglected
state, the building was lovingly
restored by its owners to
the highest standard. The
greatest undertaking was the
restoration of the brick façade.
The facade had been painted
with hard masonry paint which
had destroyed the surface of
much of the original brickwork.
The radical solution to this
problem, carried out with great
skill, was to carefully turn
many of the decayed bricks
around. The architect was
Philip Holden.

2000

Friary Fields, Maldon
DESIGN
This scheme of 32 homes for
social housing was sensitively
designed to sit comfortably
in its historic context. An
attractive alleyway was
created by constructing a row
of jettied properties beside the
Grade II listed Friary garden
wall. Assisted by a local
authority housing association
grant, the development was by
Colne Housing Society.

2001

All Saints Church, Purleigh
CONSERVATION
Alongside a programme of
internal plaster repair and
redecoration, four framed
paintings were professionally
conserved by Sally Woodcock
Paintings Conservation. The
plaster repairs were undertaken
by Bakers of Danbury. The
internal wall received two coats
of limewash – apparently for the
first time since 1896!

Chigborough Lake Nature
Reserve
NATURE CONSERVATION
Various works had been
undertaken towards improving
habitats and increasing
biodiversity, including: de-silting
ponds; restoration of scrub area
back to grassland; creation
of willow pollards and routine
annual grass-cutting. Also
improvements for visitor access
and enjoyment had been made
such as regular path-cutting,
improved bridges and provision
of a simple bird-watching screen.

2002

Artisans Cottage
CONSERVATION
Vacant for twenty years, this building spent a long
time on the Buildings at Risk register. The judges were
particularly impressed by the absolute consistency
with which conservation philosophy had been applied
to the property and the level of detail that is evident
throughout. The building was restored with support
from the Mid Essex Historic Building’s Trust. The
conservation architect was Hilary Brightman.

Blue House Farm Nature Reserve, North Fambridge
(also won an award 2008)
NATURE CONSERVATION
The judges were
particularly impressed by
‘visitor friendly’ features
such as the display board
that really incited people
to visit the whole reserve.
They were also impressed
by the clever use of
recycled materials in the
bird holes.

The Otter Hut, Burnham on Crouch
DESIGN
Described as an “elegant gem”, the judges
were impressed by the efficient use of space,
the exceptionally appropriate use of materials
exposed to the maritime environment and the
clever way in which modern materials and design
have been introduced alongside traditional
weatherboarded properties. It is now used as the
architect’s office of the architect who designed it:
Mike Lewis.

2003

Farmer’s Brewery, Maldon
CONSERVATION
The judges were impressed by the sensitive conversion
of these semi-derelict Victorian stables into a modern
working brewery with office and beer store. All features were
renovated in keeping with the period of the building’s original
construction. A winch was installed so that malt can be lifted
up to be stored in what was originally a hay loft. External
repairs were part funded by English Heritage and Maldon
District Council through the Conservation Area Partnership
Scheme. The building was converted by Nigel Farmer of
Farmer’s Ales.

Stow Maries Halt Nature
Reserve, Stow Maries
NATURE
This nature reserve consists
of the former Stow Maries
Halt on the disused Maldon
to South Woodham Ferrers
railway line with an adjoining
four acre meadow. The
award was given following
the introduction of more
Shetland sheep to help
manage the grass land.

Purleigh Church Extension, Purleigh
DESIGN
The extension is by Inkpen Downie, 2002-3.
The judges were impressed by this carefully
considered addition, with its simplistic form and
crisp detailing which respects the ancient origins
of the church. The judges particularly admired
the use of flint flushwork which is an important
feature of the ambitious C14 west tower.

2004

Bacons, Woodham Mortimer
CONSERVATION
This project centred on the repair
and conversion of a dilapidated
listed brewhouse into a residential
annex to the main cottage. An
important part of the structure’s
interest is the survival of its pise
walls; a form of shuttered earth
construction that is rare in this
region. To ensure the long-term
survival of the pise walls it was
essential that moisture was
managed within the building rather
than trying to prevent it entering
altogether. A porous stone floor
was laid without any damp proofing
and moisture was encouraged
to disperse quickly by generous
levels of background ventilation.
The walls were finished with lime
hair plaster and limewash, allowing
them to breathe. An oak framed
conservatory of an excellent design
was added. The conservation
architect was Hilary Brightman and
the contractors were Colin Satch
Builders.

The Courtyard, Spital Road,
Maldon
DESIGN
Forming an attractive gateway
at one entrance to Maldon’s
Conservation Area, this
handsome development of
cottages and apartments is
designed for the over 50’s.

Purleigh Community School
NATURE CONSERVATION
An un-used garden at the
school was converted into
an excellent educational and
wildlife-friendly area by a
volunteer team of teachers,
parents and children. Among
its special features are a
wildlife pond, lots of native
trees and shrubs and the
facilities to study there.

2005

Blue Mills Mill, Wickham Bishops
CONSERVATION
This C18/C19 water mill has been lovingly
restored for its own sake. Challenging
carpentry repairs were carried out to a high
standard. What remains of the machinery
has been carefully restored. Inside, a small
temporary exhibition had been installed to
recount the history of the mill, which the
judges considered a fitting complement to
the adjacent miller’s house.

Wenlock Way, Maldon
DESIGN
A small plot was used to create an inviting alleyway
development linking Maldon High Street with Butt Lane
car park. It incorporates seven retail units and twelve
residential flats. The judges felt it was an example of
good design, respecting the Essex Design Guide criteria
for reflecting local character.

Cherry Trees Garden,
St Peter’s Hospital, Maldon
NATURE CONSERVATION
This project saw the redesign of an unused garden for easier disabled access and
maintenance. The garden has become a
great place for wildlife and a good therapy
for clients with mental illness.

2006

Queen’s House Purleigh
CONSERVATION
This project saw the sympathetic
conversion of this listed building from
a public house to a residence. The
judges were delighted with the project
and commented on “the dedication of
the owners to detail and the impeccable
quality of workmanship”. The contractors
were Bakers of Danbury.
Wickham Bishops Community Centre
DESIGN
The Community
Centre was
designed by John
Finch Partnership,
2005. The judges
admired “the
impressive, multifunctional purpose,
quality of detail
and inventive
design of this
landmark building”.
Joyce’s Marsh
NATURE CONSERVATION
Joyce’s Marsh sits on the north shore of the Blackwater Estuary. The Blackwater Wildflowers
Association has restored and enhanced Joyce’s Marsh for the benefit of the wider public. An historic
duck decoy pond has been restored to an area of open water for wildfowl. Ancient Red Hills, relics of
the Romano-British salt industry, have been preserved on the site. The Judges were impressed by
“the scale of the bio-diversity and the restoration of a true Essex estuarine landscape”.

2007

Beeleigh Abbey
CONSERVATION
This important Grade I listed building was restored to
a high standard by its owners, Mr and Mrs C Foyle,
following a long period of neglect. The project was
informed by building analysis. Dendrochronology
identified the use of C12 timbers in the building’s
structure. In the C16 addition, cement was removed
from the brick nogging and replaced with lime mortar
to improve the structure’s moisture management.
The early C20 kitchen area has been remodelled to a
contemporary design that, while striking, sits sensitively
with the historic building. The architects were Purcell
Miller Tritton and the contractors were Bakers of Danbury.
Warner’s Hall, Burnham on Crouch
DESIGN
(Building Conservation - Highly Commended)
This imposing Victorian town house has been
converted from flats to a single residence. The historic
property has been sensitively restored and refurbished
to a high standard. The judges were very impressed
by the design of the rear extension which incorporates
conservatory, garage, courtyard, roof terrace and
swimming pool. They felt it relates well to the historic
context and has been carried out to a high standard.
94 Basin Road, Heybridge
SUSTAINABILITY
Formerly a dilapidated property with no
downstairs bathroom, this end terrace
was substantially renovated by the
Guinness Trust to enable an elderly
resident to continue living in the village.
Mayland Nature Reserve
NATURE CONSERVATION
This tranquil spot was created from an area of scrub. It is
used regularly by villagers, the school and Essex Wildlife
Trust for open days. The judges felt the project deserved
the award, partly because it had been driven by the local
community and is maintained by local people.

2008

One The Square, Tillingham
BUILDING CONSERVATION
Formerly vacant and neglected, this
listed building had been on the Buildings
at Risk register since 2002, until it was
purchased and restored by Mr. Leslie
Short. The judges felt that this project
was outstanding and, in particular,
complimented the use of traditional
materials, the sensitive cleaning of
beams by hand, and the fact that
the owner took account of specialist
local authority advice in arriving at
conservative solutions that respect the
special interest of the building. Taking the
building off the Buildings at Risk Register
was considered a real achievement and
also to the great enhancement of the
Tillingham Conservation Area.

The Tollhouse, Fullbridge, Maldon
DESIGN
The judges were impressed by this
bespoke design on an unusual plot
of disused land. The judges felt that
the design was at once striking and
yet sensitively suited to the historic
context. They felt that the new building
contributes greatly to the appearance
of this ‘gateway’ into the Maldon
Conservation Area. The owner of the
development is Grove Homes Ltd and
the designer was Ken Philpot.

2008

Fourteen The Quay, Burnham On Crouch
SUSTAINABILITY
(Design - Highly Commended)

The judges thought this project was very
exciting and, in particular, were hugely
impressed by the geothermal solution to
heating the house and swimming pool. The
installation of a ground source heat pump
involved boring over 70 metres down into the
ground. The judges admired this innovative
and forward-looking use of sustainable
sources of energy and hoped that others in
the District might follow the example. The
judges also resolved to award Anchor House
a Highly Commended Award for Design.
They were particularly taken with its bold
and carefully considered modern design for
which there is an important stylistic precedent
in Burnham on Crouch; the Grade II* listed
Royal Corinthian Yacht Club by Joseph
Emberton of 1931. ‘Fourteen’ was designed
by Michael Lewis and Diana Bailey.

Blue House Farm Nature
Reserve, North Fambridge
NATURE CONSERVATION
(Sustainability Highly Commended)

Blue House Farm
Nature Reserve is
a 600 acre farm
managed by the
Essex Wildlife Trust.
It is designated as a
Site of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSI). The award
was given for the installation
of a wind-powered pump
that manages water levels
on a 50 acre field to the
benefit of internationally
important breeds of birds
such as wigeon, teal,
lapwing and redshank. The
judges were impressed by
the tremendous benefit
this would have for wildlife.
The judges also resolved
to give Blue House Farm
a Highly Commended
Award for sustainability
as the wind powered
pump replaced a
diesel pump.

WINNERS OF THE 2008 CONSERVATION AND DESIGN AWARD SCHEME
From left to right Les Short, the restorer of 1 the Square Tillingham; Representing the
Essex Wildlife Trust: Alan Shearring (fundraising Officer) who accepted the awards for
the Maldon Wildlife Display Garden, Rob Haworth (Blue House Farm Volunteer), Nick
Robson (Blue House Farm Warden) and Tim Lawrence (Blue House Farm Assistant
Warden); Michael Lewis Architect and Diana Bailey Interior Designer, the designers
of Fourteen, The Quay, Burnham on Crouch; Representing Grove Homes which own
the Tollhouse, Maldon, Peter Adamson and Steven Royan; Ken Philpot, designer
of the Tollhouse, Maldon; Cllr. Delderfield, Chairman of the Judging Panel for the
Conservation and Design Awards.

