IEDO8

Maldon District Council Local Plan
Examination in Public

Inspector: David Vickery DipT&CP MRTPI

Mr D Coleman Programme Officer: Andrea Copsey
Maldon District Council Examination Office
Princes Road Longcroft Cottage
Maldon Bentley Road
Essex CM9 5DL Clacton-on-Sea
Via email Essex CO16 9BX

Tel: 07842 643988

copseyandrea@gmail.com

1%t July 2014
Dear Mr Coleman,

Maldon District Council Local Development Plan Examination:
Exploratory Meeting

Thank you for your letter of 30 June 2014 asking me to postpone the forthcoming
Exploratory Meeting to be held on 3 July 2014.

I do appreciate and understand your Council’s disappointment and surprise at my
concerns. I can assure you that my approach to this Examination (as it is to all
examinations) is to act positively, proactively and pragmatically. I am acutely aware
of the difficult position that the Council is in given the lack of a five-year housing land
supply. I share the Government’s keen desire to assist your Council in achieving a
sound and legally compliant Local Plan so that the future social and economic well-
being of the District is ensured. However, my task is to undertake an examination of
the Local Plan under the terms of the 2004 Act and the 2012 Regulations, firmly
based on the Government’s policies in the National Planning Policy Framework and the
Planning Practice Guidance.

I think it would help if I emphasised some important points about the Exploratory
Meeting which may set the Council’s mind at rest. These points are based on the
advice in the Inspectorate’s ‘Procedural Practice’ booklet in Section 8 where it says
that one of the possible outcomes of the Exploratory Meeting (paragraph 8.10) is that
“the Inspector may agree to a short-term suspension of the examination to enable the
LPA to undertake additional work.” Please see:

http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/uploads/pins/dpd procedure guide.pdf

You will have seen that this is one of the possible outcomes of the Exploratory Meeting
which is set out in both my 17 June 2014 letter and also on the Agenda for the
meeting.

Therefore, it was never my intention to require the Council to answer my Key
Concerns at the meeting, either in full or in part, unless it desired to do so. In my
letter of 17 June 2014 about the Exploratory Meeting I said:


http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/uploads/pins/dpd_procedure_guide.pdf

“I am not looking for long and detailed rebuttals on all the concerns at the meeting
itself, and the Council should not attempt to do this. Unless the Council can quickly
resolve the matter, all that I am looking for is an indication of the period of time that
it needs to carry out that explanatory work."”

I repeated that explanation at the top of my Key Concerns document by requesting
the Council “to give me a timetable for any extra work considered necessary.”

I note from your letter that the Council is, in effect, requesting a suspension of the
Examination for 4 to 6 weeks in order to provide me with some additional information
and evidence about my Key Concerns.

There is, therefore, no need for me to postpone the meeting on 3 July 2014 because I
am not looking for instant answers from the Council and because the Council’s desired
outcome for a suspension of the Examination to carry out the extra work is already on
the Agenda. All that is needed from the Council at the meeting is a concise and
realistic work programme which sets out the documents that it will be producing and
the dates by which each will be available.

Unfortunately, however, your letter does not set out this work programme in sufficient
detail. Therefore, at the meeting I should be grateful if the Council would produce a
short document (one side of A4 would be sufficient) setting out what additional
information and/or evidence it will be producing (listing each item of work
individually) and by what date it will be available. No doubt the Council can see on
the internet examples of work programmes produced by other councils for Exploratory
Meetings, or I can send some examples if this would be of assistance.

The Council may also wish to provide me, and those present at meeting, with a
statement about its initial reactions to my Key Concerns. I am not sure if your letter
of 30 June 2014 is that statement or whether the Council wishes to add anything to it,
but I will clarify that at the meeting.

I note the points the Council has made in your letter about the advice it has
commendably sought and obtained from various bodies during the preparation of the
Local Plan. Of course, the 2014 SHMA (EB010e) was not seen by any of the
individuals or bodies you mention because it was only submitted in evidence by the
Council on 2 June 2014.

Please would the Council place a copy of this letter and its letter to me of 30 June
2014 on the web site before the meeting date.

Yours sincerely,
David Vickery

Inspector





