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Dear Mr Coleman, 

Examination of the Maldon District Local Development Plan: 
Interim Findings 

As promised in my letter to you of 9 February 2015 (IED15) I enclose a copy of my 
Interim Findings. 

I am sorry that they are not what your Council was hoping for.  In summary, my 
Findings are that policy H6 (Provision for Travellers), and thus the Plan, is unsound 
and that I cannot rectify this through recommending main modifications or by 
suspending the Examination to give time for the Council to resolve the unsoundness.  
This conclusion is reinforced by my consideration of the Public Sector Equality Duty 
under section 149 of the Equality Act 2010.  The reasons are set out in my Findings. 

I also appreciate that these Findings will come as a great shock to the Council and 
that it will have questions about them and the next stages of local planning in the 
District as a consequence.  Please let my Programme Officer know if you have any 
queries for me and I will do my best to help.  And, of course, the Plans Team at the 
Planning Inspectorate will also be willing to assist in whatever way they can. 

Please would the Council tell my Programme Officer when it has placed the Findings 
on the Examination web page so that she can inform all participants that they are 
available.  I appreciate that the Council will need a little time before the Findings are 
made public to absorb and consider them, so the document should be placed on the 
web site by close of play on Tuesday 12 May 2015. 

It would obviously be inappropriate for me to continue with the further hearing 
sessions on the remaining policies in the Plan which I had tentatively scheduled in my 
letter of 9 February 2015 (IED15) for the end of June 2015.  These will not now go 
ahead. 

The options now available to the Council are to either withdraw the Plan or to receive 
a formal report from me under Section 20(5) of the 2004 Act recommending non-
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adoption.  I would be grateful if the Council would confirm as soon as possible (via my 
Programme Officer) its decision as to which option it wishes to pursue. 

I would like to thank you and your team, including your consultants and your 
administrative staff (who have especially helpful and willing to go ‘the extra mile’) for 
all the assistance given to me and to my Programme Officer during the Examination 
and, in particular, during the hearing sessions in January and February 2015.  I found 
your team’s Statements and verbal explanations at the hearings to be clear, concise 
and helpful in my consideration of the soundness of the Plan. 

I also thank my Programme Officer, Andrea Copsey, for all her hard work much of 
which went above and beyond the call of duty.  She has had to deal with innumerable 
queries, evidence and documents from the many participants in what has been one of 
the most complex, if not the most complex, examinations that I have undertaken. 

Lastly, I thank the many participants in the Examination, particularly local residents’ 
groups and private individuals, who have been unfailingly polite, courteous and 
helpful.  That applies equally to the consultants who gave me evidence on behalf of 
their clients.  Thank you all. 

I have tried hard over the last 13 months to keep the Plan on track because I know 
how important it is to your Council and to the people of the District.  It is very 
unfortunate that a fundament obstacle has arisen – one which I was hopeful at the 
hearings might be overcome.  But the evidence on travellers, particularly that 
submitted after the hearings finished, has led me to a conclusion that the Plan is 
unsound. 

Please place a copy of this letter on the Examination web site along with the Interim 
Findings. 

Yours sincerely, 

David Vickery 

Inspector 
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