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Items 2 & 3   Policy  S.2  claims to promote sustainable development and yet 
NHGS is designated zones 2 and 3 in terms of risk to flooding  , has no direct 
access to main trunk roads and furthermore has no rail link.  Positively 
informed  consideration has not been given to a strategic new development in 
the South of the District which has rail access and connects to the A130 trunk 
road.  There are other options such as organic enlargement of villages which 
could assist in reducing rural deprivation and improve sustainability of rural 
communities. 
 
 
Item 21             There are alternative sites in the district but only those sites 
with a strong developer presence have been taken forward for strategic 
growth.  This aids the ability to deliver in terms of land supply but has allowed 
the council to take a blinkered approach elsewhere.  The creation of a new 
town/village combined with the organic growth of existing settlements could 
satisfy the housing need and at the same time spread the benefit and burden 
of development across the district.  The creation of a new town/village would 
take considerable time to plan and implement but this could occur beyond the 
first 5 years.  Organic growth of existing settlements could provide the land 
supply for years 0-5.  SHLA 2012 EB056a P. 26 identifies a potential 20242 
deliverable dwellings in the district with only “policy” standing in the way. 
Heybridge would expect to take it’s share in a proportionate way with a focus 
on sustainability and non-subsumation of the existing village 
 
It is the view of HRA that the studies commissioned by MDC upon which they 
have allegedly made an informed decision were intended to give a pre-
determined result.  In other words we are left feeling that wholesale 
expansion of Heybridge was always a “done deal” due to developer pressure, 
vested interests and the wholly blinkered approach of MDC. 
 
It is inevitable that by substantially enlarging Heybridge there will be problems 
with infrastructure whereas organic growth across the district could be more 
easily absorbed and indeed bring benefits to rural communities and enhance 
their sustainability. 
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