
EiP Maldon DC LDP Part 1 

Hearing Statement of  Representor 0175 

HEYBRIDGE RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 

Matter 10

     January 2015 

 Prepared by DG Sargood  FRICS 



HEYBRIDGE RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION                                          0175/10 
 
Items 1 & 3  The delivery of the Flood Alleviation Scheme in N.Heybridge 
is dependent upon S.106 agreements which are projected to raise £7.7m 
over 4 years.  It is usual for S.106 agreements to include a fixed sum but in 
this instance a form of indexation would be required.  The scheme has not yet 
been accurately costed and there is no identifiable source of additional 
funding in the event of a shortfall.  To ensure completion of the Flood 
Alleviation Scheme and focus the minds of the prospective developers should 
a Grampian Condition be imposed?     
 
We are concerned that unless this is done the scheme could remain in a state 
of partial completion especially if the housing market declines and receipts 
from house sales do not meet expectations.  The security of future and 
existing Heybridge residents against flooding should not be left to the whims 
of the housing market and developers hungry for profits.  Our understanding 
of the scheme is that it is all or nothing and cannot function in a partially 
completed state. We remain intrigued as to how water can be persuaded to 
flow uphill. 
 
Item 2 In relation of to NHGS, meaningful highway improvements that 
are required at Hatfield Peverel are not viable or deliverable at the present 
time.   
 
In the case of NHGS site S2(e) there is a planning application pending and it 
is understood that the proposed dwellings will utilise the existing surface 
water drainage system albeit with an alleged neutral impact.  However Policy 
I 1.1 has not been followed as there are no improvements planned for the 
surface water drainage in Holloway Road and beyond which is where the 
proposed development will discharge. 
 
Due to lack of maintenance over the years the Heybridge surface water 
drainage system in the Holloway Road area and thence to the estuary has 
fallen into a state of disrepair.  Surface water flooding occurs on a regular 
basis and has resulted in properties and roads in the vicinity being under 
water 3 times in the last 2 years.  Much of the drainage network capacity 
(culverts and ditches) has been reduced by approx 50% by the build up of silt 
and overgrown vegetation. 
 
Our Chairman contacted all Maldon District Councillors by e.mail and offered 
to give them a guided tour of the Heybridge Surface Water Drainage System, 
the aim being to demonstrate the condition that it had fallen into.  He believed 
this would give them first hand knowledge when deliberating prior to decision 
making.  The end result of his offer was taking one District Councillor, two 
Parish Councillors and approx 10 Residents Association members on a tour 



on 30th November 2014.  The party were horrified by what they saw.  The lack 
of interest shown by District Councillors in one of the most destructive 
recurring events affecting Heybridge was very disappointing. 
 
 
Item 6 It is the view of HRA that the Flood Alleviation Scheme should be 
delivered in its' entirety and proven to work before, as Cllr Miriam Lewis so 
eloquently stated, “a single brick is laid”. This view is upheld by our local MP 
and the Environment Agency (see App.2). If MDC and the developers are 
foolhardy enough to pursue NHGS then the residents of Heybridge can 
expect them to put their money and resolve where their mouth is. 
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1. E. mails to Fiona Marshall  (MDC) 
 

2. Letter and attachment from Mr John Whittingdale MP 
 

3. E.mail from Dr Annie Gordon of Essex Wildlife Trust. 
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