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Bradwell Power Station Legacy Partnership Meeting 

Held on Monday 7th December 2015 at Bradwell Village Hall. 

Meeting Notes 

Present: 

Jon Howarth   (JH) MHIC 
Suzanne Harris  (SH) Rural Community Council of Essex 
Jackie Phillips   (JP) Jobcentre Plus 
Cllr Maddie Thompson (MT) Maldon District Council 
Joel John   (JJ) Essex County Council 
Haf Morris   (HF)  Magnox 
Nick Fenwick   (NF) Maldon District Council 
Bishop John Wraw  (BJW) Chelmsford Diocese 
Stuart Brown   (SB) Jobcentre Plus  
Cllr Miriam Lewis  (ML) Maldon District Council 
David Rayner   (DR) Birkett Long  
Kerry Martin   (KM) Maldon District Council 
Jack Ellum   (JE) Maldon District Council 
 
Russell G Everard  (RGE) Meeting Facilitator 

 
Apologies: 

Jonathan Bustard Natural England 
Dave Hedges  RSPB 
Jonathan Jenkin Nuclear Decommissioning Authority 
Brian Main  LCLC 
Sarah Laskar  Maldon CVS 
Cllr Penny Channer Maldon District Council 
Richard Holmes Maldon District Council 
Cllr Bob Boyce Maldon District Council 
 

1. Welcome & Introductions. 

 

2. Declaration of conflicts of interest. 

 

 There were no declarations of interests. 

 

3. Notes from the Partnership meeting held on the 12th May 2015 

 

 The notes were approved.  

 

4. Delivery of projects identified in the 2014/15 Action Plan 

 

 Recommendations 1 & 2: KM explained that the identity/branding projects had been 

developed to cover the district, and the project team was engaging with a number of 

private sector stakeholders.  A formal launch of the Sense of Place project was being 

planned for January 2016. 

 

 Recommendation 3: RGE confirmed that the business advice sessions were being 

extended to the end of March 2016, which would make best use of the available 
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funding.  Copies of the amended contract detail were shared during the meeting. It was 

hoped that the Partnership would wish to fund the business support service for a 

further year, and a formal proposal would be presented to the next meeting. 

 

 Recommendation 3a: RGE explained the proposal to organise a B2B event to coincide 

with National Apprenticeship week in March 2016.  Subject to availability, it was hoped 

to hold the event at the Three Rivers Golf & Country Club. 

 

 Recommendation 4: RGE reported that an invitation to quote for a feasibility study on 

the potential for a business advice and incubation centre had been published and was 

being circulated to potential suppliers. The study budget was confirmed as £15k.  The 

project was to commence on the 11th January 2016 and a progress update would be 

given at the next Partnership meeting. 

 

 Recommendation 5: It was noted that the District Council had decided not to provide 

£91k match funding for phase 2a of the Essex broadband project.  It was understood 

that elected Members were concerned at the number of authorities that had not signed 

up to the project, and that the project did not represent value for money to the authority. 

 

 Recommendation 6: HF confirmed that Magnox was awaiting a formal proposal from 

Stow Maries, which it was hoped would clarify their funding requirements.  ML 

suggested that vocational training provision could be included in devolution discussions 

which were currently taking place in the County.  It was also felt that other funding 

sources would be required to make the offer sustainable. It was agreed that the STEM 

offer should be progressed as best as possible across the District. 

 

 Recommendation 7: It was noted that the project linked directly with the Coastal 

Community Fund (CCF) project known as the Dengie Gateway. Work had commenced 

in April 2015 and was expected to be completed by December 2016.  The £20k budget 

previously agreed by the BLP and endorsed by the District Council formed part of the 

planned expenditure on the Dengie project. 

 

5. Updates 

 

 Dengie Gateway:  JE explained the progress being made with a number of projects 

being delivered across the Dengie by the District Council and others.  Part of his role 

was to raise the profile of the District’s tourism offer, and more use was now being 

made of social media, Facebook and Twitter, for example.  He was also hoping to 

establish a Visit Maldon Tourism Group.  It was explained that a new pontoon on 

Wallasea Island, which was being planned by the RSPB and would be located opposite 

the existing ferry terminal on Burnham Quay, would reduce the distance to the Island to 

some 80 metres. New visitor signage, including interpretation boards, was also being 

planned, and a new tourism web site was to be launched in March 2016. 

 

 JE clarified that the marketing activity would be District wide; with a view to increasing 

visitor numbers by at least 50,000 which it was estimated would generate £1.7m in 

additional income. 
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 BJW expressed concern that there could be competing brands for Bradwell and 

Maldon.  JE described how the ‘Sense of Place’ story would be explained to potential 

visitors, with the aim of encouraging more dwell time in the District.  KM commented 

that the Council had engaged with a wide range of stakeholders to develop imagery 

and a marketing/advertising tool kit for businesses to use. However, more development 

of the branding was required which would help people identify different gateways to the 

District. 

 

 Jobcentre Plus:  JP was pleased to inform the meeting that JSA numbers had fallen 

by 20.5% during the past 12 months. However, there were still some 75 young people 

(18-24) claiming benefits.  JP confirmed that the DWP was working hard to place all 

claimants, but in some cases it was difficult to find suitable work or training places. The 

youth numbers had also dropped, and a further change was anticipated from the 

launch of the new Apprenticeship Levy. JP identified transportation to and from a 

potential work location as a barrier for some claimants.  

 

 Magnox: HM commented that there was no firm news on a completion date for the 

care & maintenance programme and it was hoped that a date would be available at the 

next BLP meeting. Some 300 staff were still working on the Bradwell site.  HM 

confirmed that the Socio-economic scheme would continue for the foreseeable future 

and that she would remain as the Partnership’s contact. A draft Socio-economic Plan 

was being launched by the NDA for consultation in January 2016, and it was hoped 

that the Partnership would wish to comment on the proposals.  The draft plan would be 

circulated as widely as possible. 

 

6. Project Opportunities  

 

 Referring to Business & Tourism Growth Project Opportunities document, KM 

explained the background research which had been carried out to support the 7 

proposed projects, as follows: 

  

1. Enterprise Centre.  This project was included in the 2014/15 Action Plan 

and would continue as proposed.     AGREED. 

 

2. Saltmarsh Hub:   Important to demonstrate that this project had no ongoing 

revenue implications for the District Council. ML was keen for the name of 

the venue to reflect the nature of the service.  It was suggested that the site 

could be the base for a ferry terminal which could extend to Maldon and 

Mersea Island, as well as Wallasea Island.      

        AGREED. 

 

3. Arts & Culture Programme: Arts Feasibility Study.   ML suggested using 

 local artists, and to seek ideas for a unique piece of public art, which could 

 be sponsored by the private sector.   AGREED 

 

4. Cycle Path & Ferry Provision: ML commented that the proposed 

 ferry offer between Bradwell and Mersea Island could include Tollesbury.  

        AGREED 
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5. Extreme Sports Facility & Café: The meeting did not support this proposal. 

 

6. Use of Bradwell Reactor Cladding:  The meeting felt that use of the 

cladding should be limited to public art purposes. It was also mentioned that 

the project could impact on the proposed build of Bradwell B. JH also 

commented that lighting the site could create a shipping hazard.  Following 

a show of hands and a supported proposal to remove the advertising 

opportunity from the project brief, it was agreed to progress the project.   

        AGREED 

 

7. Broadband Provision: The meeting agreed that broadband access and 

speed was still an issue for the Dengie.  It was also accepted that speeds 

needed to be in excess of 10mbps.  BJW explained how some church 

buildings were being used to host mobile phone masts, and would share his 

knowledge and contact details.  RGE was to contact the Haven Gateway 

Partnership to seek their views on potential solutions.   

        AGREED 

 

 SH commented that the RCCE was looking at supporting communities who take over 

the running of some services in their local areas, and would provide KM with details 

which could be included in the Project Opportunities document. SH suggested potential 

areas of intervention as public transport, independent retailers and community 

resilience. The projects would also seek to address social isolation. 

 

HM reminded the Partnership that projects needed to be sustainable and BJW 

suggested that contact should be made with primary schools located in the Dengie. 

 

 KM agreed to revise the Project Opportunities list and present it for endorsement at the 

next Partnership meeting. 

 

7. Terms of Reference 

 

 The meeting discussed the merits of revising the Partnership’s terms of reference, and 

shared views on the draft revisions.   KM suggested that other subject matter experts 

could be engaged on an ad-hoc basis, and that the Partnership should utilise skills 

from its core membership.  KM noted a number of suggested amendments, which 

included representation on the core membership from the Greater Essex Business 

Board and a Faith Group, which would be reflected in the new document.  It was also 

agreed that an invitation to be a core member of the Bradwell Legacy Partnership 

would be extended to Burnham-on-Crouch Town Council.  The Meeting Facilitator role 

would also continue for the foreseeable future. 

 

Members supported the establishment of a core group, together with additional 

professional support as required.  It was agreed that a final draft would be presented 

for adoption at the next Partnership meeting. 

 

8. Maldon Harbour Improvement Commissioners  

 

 JH explained that as part of the MHIC’s 150th Anniversary activities, it had circulated 

questionnaires to river users. The Blackwater had seen a decline in shipping over the 
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past 40 years, and the quayside had been developed for residential use in the 1990s. 

Their research had identified 12 businesses based on the river, and 10 active sailing 

clubs.  The survey had also shown that residential development was a threat to the 

future of the river.  Visitor facilities were also poor, with only one pontoon which had no 

signage and no depth gauge.  There were also no facilities for river users. The MHIC 

was also anxious to tackle speeding boats, and felt that some form of CCT would be 

helpful. 

 

 JE suggested that the Dengie Gateway Project (Coastal Community Fund project) may 

be able to assist, and he would speak with JH outside the meeting. 

 

 NF commented that other feedback supported some of the comments mentioned in the 

MHIC survey. NF reminded the Partnership that work on a larger project, with the aim 

of improving the Maldon riverside site, was progressing, and that JH (MHIC) would be 

involved in discussions. 

 

9. Next Steps 

 

 RGE stated that the revised Terms of Reference and final draft Project Opportunities 

list would be presented to the next meeting for adoption. Subject to Partnership 

support, the documents would be presented to the March 2016 meeting of Maldon 

District Council Planning & Licensing Committee for endorsement.  This would ensure 

that the appropriate finance would be made available for identified expenditure against 

the agreed Magnox Socio-economic grant. 

 

10. Any other business. 

 

 RGE informed the meeting that draft Economic Plans for the Crouch and Blackwater 

had been published for consultation purposes.  Coastal Community Teams were being 

established for both rivers, and comments on the proposed plans are very much 

welcomed.  The closing date for comments was noted as the 18th December 2015. 

 

 There was no other business. 

 

11. Next meeting date 

 

 The next meeting date was agreed as Wednesday 10th February 2014, 14:00 to 17:00 

at Bradwell Village Hall. 
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