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 Introduction 1

1.1 Local Planning Policy History 

1.1.1 Maldon District Council (MDC) approved its Replacement Local Plan for adoption in 

November 2005, in accordance with the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 1990.  

As required under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, MDC then 

commenced work on the production of a Local Development Framework (LDF) for the 

District. 

1.1.2 In 2008 a number of the policies from the Maldon District Local Plan 2005 were saved, 

allowing for them to still be considered with regard to development in the District. 

1.1.3 In April 2009, the Local Development Scheme (LDS) was produced which outlined the 

contents of, and timeframe for the development of the LDF.  A Sustainability Appraisal 

(SA) informed the development of policies, and an SA Report (SAR) was produced to 

accompany the Maldon District Core Strategy Submission draft, prior to pre-submission 

(Regulation 27) consultation.  However, due to changes in the planning process, these 

documents were not progressed to consultation and submission. 

1.1.4 The East of England Plan was the Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) for the region covering 

the period 2001 to 2021.  The Plan had a key role in contributing to the sustainable 

development of the region and set out planning policies to address the needs of the region 

and key sub-regions over a 15 to 20 year period.  The East of England Plan was 

abolished in January 2013. 

1.1.5 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) came into effect in March 2012.  It 

states that the Replacement Local Plan ‘saved policies’ can continue to be given due 

weight according to their degree of consistency with the NPPF (the closer the saved 

policies in the plan to the policies in the Framework, the greater the weight that may be 

given).  The Local Development Plan must be in conformity with National Planning Policy. 

1.1.6 The Council therefore published the Local Development Plan Preferred Options 

consultation document in July 2012 (Maldon District Council, 2012).  Following on from 

the Preferred Options consultation, the Council published the Draft Local Development 

Plan for consultation in August 2013 (Maldon District Council, 2013).  Following these 

consultations and draft plans, iterative development of policies has continued following 

changes in legislation, guidance, standards, and updated information on the District. 

1.1.7 Following Examination Hearings in January 2017, final modifications to a number of 

policies were proposed, resulting in the completion of the Final Local Development Plan. 

1.1.8 The Final Local Development Plan and all its policies, for adoption by the Council, are 

therefore assessed in this document. 
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1.2 Assessing Sustainability 

Requirement for Sustainability Appraisal 

1.2.1 Under the regulations implementing the provisions of the Planning and Compulsory 

Purchase Act 2004, a SA is required for all DPDs.  The purpose of SA is to promote 

sustainable development through better integration of sustainability considerations in the 

preparation and adoption of plans.  Planning Policy Statement 1 (PPS1) describes SA in 

Paragraph 9 of Annex B “A Sustainability Appraisal is intended to assess the impact of 

plan policies from an environmental, economic and social perspective.  It is intended to 

test the performance of a plan against the objectives of sustainable development and 

thereby provide the basis for its improvement.” 

1.2.2 The UK Strategy for Sustainable Development ‘Securing the Future’ was produced in 

March 2005.  It lays out an overarching national approach founded on five principles: 

a) Living within environmental limits – To bring environmental improvements and ensure 

natural resources remain unimpaired for future generations; 

b) Ensuring a strong, healthy and just society – meeting the needs of all people in all 

communities, and promoting well-being, cohesion and equal opportunity; 

c) Achieving a sustainable economy – to provide prosperity and opportunity for all, 

promoting efficient resource use and ensuring that environmental and social costs fall 

on those who cause them (polluter pays); 

d) Promoting good governance – encouraging participation in decision making at all 

levels; and 

e) Using sound science responsibly – ensuring policy development has a sound basis, 

whilst acknowledging uncertainty and accounting for public views. 

1.2.3 The Regulations stipulate that SAs of DPDs should meet the requirements of the EU 

Directive 2001/42/EC on assessment of effects of certain plans and programmes on the 

environment (the ‘SEA Directive’). 

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) 

1.2.4 The SEA Directive1 came into force in the UK on 20 July 2004 through the Environmental 

Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004.  The Directive applies to a 

variety of plans and programmes, including those for town and country planning and land 

use, as they set the framework for future development consent and are likely to have a 

significant effect on the environment. 

  

                                                      
1
 Directive 2001/42/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and 

programmes on the environment. 
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1.2.6 The overarching objective of the SEA Directive (Article 1) is “To provide for a high level of 

protection of the environment and to contribute to the integration of environmental 

considerations into the preparation and adoption of plans… with a view to promoting 

sustainable development, by ensuring that, in accordance with this Directive, an 

environmental assessment is carried out of certain plans… which are likely to have 

significant effects on the environment.” 

1.2.7 SEA is an iterative assessment process to ensure that potential significant environmental 

effects arising from the plan/programme are identified, assessed, mitigated and 

communicated to plan-makers.  SEA also requires the monitoring of significant effects 

once the plan/programme is implemented. 

1.2.8 The SEA Directive and the SEA Regulations state that the SEA must consider 

environmental effects, identifying the specific topic areas set out below, and the 

interrelationship between them: 

 Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna; 

 Population and Human Health; 

 Water and Soil; 

 Air; 

 Climatic Factors; and 

 Cultural heritage and Landscape. 

1.2.9 Although the requirements to carry out SA and SEA are distinct, the Office of the Deputy 

Prime Minister (ODPM) guidance Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial Strategies 

and Local Development Documents (November 2005) states that it is possible to satisfy 

both through a single appraisal process. 

The SA/SEA Process 

1.2.10 Table 1.1 sets out the various SA stages, tasks and relationships with the plan 

preparation, as set out in the ODPM guidance.  Stage A is addressed within the Scoping 

Report and this report covers Stage B and results in the implementation of Stage C.  

Section 2.2 covers these stages in more detail. 

Table 1.1: Incorporating Sustainability Appraisal in the Plan Preparation Process 

DPD Stage 1: Pre-production – Evidence Gathering 

Sustainability Appraisal - Stage A: Setting the context and objectives, establishing the 
baseline and deciding upon the scope: 

A1: Identifying other relevant policies, plans and programmes, and sustainability objectives. 

A2: Collecting baseline information. 

A3: Identifying sustainability issues and problems. 

A4: Developing the SA Framework. 

A5: Consulting on the scope of the SA. 
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DPD Stage 2: Production 

Sustainability Appraisal - Stage B: Developing and refining options and assessing effects: 

B1: Testing the DPD objectives against the SA Framework. 

B2: Developing the DPD options. 

B3: Predicting the effects of the DPD. 

B4: Evaluating the effects of the DPD. 

B5: Considering ways of mitigating adverse effects and maximising beneficial effects. 

B6: Proposing measures to monitor the significant effects of implementing the DPD. 

Sustainability Appraisal - Stage C: Preparing the Sustainability Appraisal Report: 

C1: Preparing the SA Report. 

Sustainability Appraisal - Stage D: Consulting on the preferred options of the DPD and SA 
Report: 

D1: Public participation on the preferred options of the DPD and SA Report. 

D2 (i): Appraising significant changes. 

DPD Stage 3: Examination 

D2 (ii): Appraising significant changes resulting from representations. 

DPD Stage 4: Adoption and Monitoring 

D3: Making decisions and providing information. 

Sustainability Appraisal - Stage E: Monitoring the significant effects of implementing the 
DPD: 

E1: Finalising aims and methods for monitoring. 

E2: Responding to adverse effects. 

 

Consultation within the Appraisal Process 

1.2.11 The consultation requirements for a statutory SA are as follows: 

 Authorities must be consulted on the scope and level of detail of the information to 

be included in the Environmental Report. 

o The 2004 SEA Regulations indicates four Consultation Bodies; Countryside 

Agency2, English Heritage (now Historic England), English Nature2 and the 

Environment Agency. 

o SA guidance recommends additional consultation with other representatives 

including economic interests and local business, social interests and community 

service providers, transport planners and providers and NGOs; 

 The public and Consultation Bodies must be consulted on the draft plan or 

programme and the Sustainability Appraisal Report (SAR). 

  

                                                      
2
 The Countryside Agency and English Nature have since been merged in to one body known as Natural England. 
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1.3 Plan Development and Assessment Process 

2006 to 2010 Core Strategy Sustainability Appraisal 

1.3.1 In 2006 Atkins prepared an SA scoping report for the Maldon District Core Strategy (CS).  

This was consulted on between October and November 2006 and the information was 

revised in light of comments received.  These informed the production of an interim SAR 

which was developed further as policies were developed for the CS. 

1.3.2 An assessment of the finalised development management policies within the Maldon 

District Core Strategy Submission Draft was carried out to predict and evaluate their 

effects in relation to the SA objectives.  Policies generally addressed the range of 

sustainability objectives identified in the SA framework, and were considered to offer 

potentially significant positive effects on environmental, social and economic objectives. 

1.3.3 Negative effects were still predicted, however, against objectives seeking to: protect water 

resources; reduce emissions of greenhouse gases; maintain air quality; and reduce 

natural resource consumption.  However, these effects were considered potentially 

avoidable, or that they could be minimised or offset, through implementation of other 

policies. 

2012 – 2013 Sustainability Appraisal Process 

1.3.4 A revised scoping report (Royal HaskoningDHV, March 2012) was produced in 2012 to 

update the baseline and issues considered during the previous SA process, and to 

document how these would inform the ongoing and iterative SA of the developing LDP.  

The Scoping Report was circulated to statutory consultees 3
 and feedback was 

incorporated into the framework employed in the assessment. 

1.3.5 The Maldon District Council Local Development Plan Sustainability Appraisal Report 

incorporating Strategic Environmental Assessment and Habitats Regulations Assessment 

– Preferred Options Consultation (Royal HaskoningDHV, June 2012) was submitted for 

consultation alongside the MDC LDP Preferred Options Consultation document in June 

2012. 

1.3.6 Following consultation it was determined that the housing provision detailed within the 

LDP was not sufficient to meet the area’s full ‘objectively assessed housing needs’ (OAN).  

MDC endorsed 294 dpa as its OAN on 22nd May 2013 and the emerging LDP policies 

were amended to reflect this change.  A revised SA was undertaken of the amended 

policies and strategic growth locations in July 2013 and the SA Report was submitted for 

consultation alongside the revised Pre-submission Local Development Plan in August 

2013.  Following consultation, amendments were made to the areas of proposed housing 

growth and a number of development management policies. 

  

                                                      
3
 Essex County Council, Natural England, the Environment Agency and English Heritage (now Historic England). 
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2014 Sustainability Appraisal 

1.3.7 Following an increase in the predicted housing growth and alteration and/ or new policies 

within the LDP that occurred following consultation on the July 2013 report, an update of 

the SA was undertaken in January 2014 (Royal HaskoningDHV, 2014a).  The update 

assessed the increase in housing growth, and re-assessed the altered and/or new policies 

within the LDP. 

2014 Examination in Public Update 

1.3.8 The Local Development Plan was submitted to the Secretary of State in April 2014 for an 

Examination-in-Public. Initial Hearing sessions were conducted in January 2015. Some 

modifications were proposed and an update to the SA was produced which assessed the 

modifications (Royal HaskoningDHV, 2016).  This also included the assessment of the 

alternative (residential) sites that were promoted through the Examination in Public. 

1.3.9 It is considered that as there has been no significant change to the Core Strategy 

objectives and no significant changes within the District to warrant complete revision of 

the entire Sustainability Appraisal process, the provision of an update to the previous SAR 

detailing the impacts of the policy amendments accords with the SA guidance. 

2017 Examination and Update 

1.3.10 Further examination hearings were held in January 2017, following consultation on the 

previous post-Examination modifications.  Subsequently a set of policy revisions and 

modifications were made by the Inspector; modifications were also prepared by Maldon 

District Council, including the presentation of two additional employment sites.  These 

modifications constituted the final modifications, and their development results in the 

completion and submission of the Final Local Development Plan for adoption by the 

Council. 

1.3.11 The final Local Plan policies are listed in Appendix A. 

Habitats Regulations Assessment 

1.3.12 A HRA Screening Report was undertaken in December 2010 which assessed the likely 

effects arising from the developing LDP.  It concluded that there would be “no significant 

effect from the Maldon District Core Strategy alone or in-combination on the Essex 

Estuary international sites.” 

1.3.13 Following the increased scope of the LDP, an updated assessment of the policies for 

potential significant effects on all relevant internationally designated nature conservation 

sites was undertaken alongside the SA in 2012. 

1.3.14 A further re-assessment was undertaken in July 2013 due to the increase in proposed 

housing provision, and presented in the July 2013 SA report.  This was updated in 

January 2014 alongside the SA update noted above. 
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1.3.15 The 2016 update (Royal HaskoningDHV, 2016) and 2017 update (Royal HaskoningDHV, 

2017) also included further consideration of the alterations with respect to the 

internationally designated site. 

1.3.16 Section 9 of this report details the final HRA of the final policies for potential significant 

effects on all relevant internationally-designated nature conservation sites.  In order to 

ensure a cohesive assessment process, to produce an integrated report, and reflecting 

the conclusions drawn, the HRA process is reported within this document rather than 

within a separate report. 

1.3.17 Natural England has been consulted during the SA process as part of wider consultation 

on the LDP.  Their comments were fed into the HRA process at the earlier stages and 

have been considered in this final report. 

1.4 Purpose of this Report 

1.4.1 This report represents the results of the SA process (see Table 1.1) and specifically the 

end of Stage D (D 2ii) where all concluding revisions have been assessed.  This parallels 

the DPD Stage 3. 

1.4.2 The report comprises the following sections: 

 Section 1: Introduction; 

 Section 2: Appraisal Methodology; 

 Section 3: Relevant Plans and Programmes; 

 Section 4: Baseline Information; 

 Section 5: The Sustainability Appraisal Framework; 

 Section 6: Objectives Compatibility Assessment; 

 Section 7: LDP Policy Assessment; 

 Section 8: Sites Assessment 

 Section 9: Habitats Regulations Assessment; 

 Section 10: Cumulative, Synergistic and Indirect Effects; 

 Section 11: Mitigation; 

 Section 12: Monitoring; and 

 Section 13: Conclusion. 
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 The Appraisal Methodology 2

2.1 Meeting the Requirements of the SEA Directive 

2.1.1 This SA also meets the requirements of the SEA Directive for environmental assessment 

of plans.  Table 2.1 sets out where the specific SEA requirements have been met in this 

report. 

Table 2.1 Schedule of Strategic Environmental Assessment Requirements 

Requirements of the Directive 
Where 

Covered 

Preparation of the environmental report in which the likely significant effects on the environment of 
implementing the plan or programme, and reasonable alternatives taking into account the objectives and 
geographical scope of the plan or programme, are identified, described and evaluated.  The information 
to be given is: 

a) An outline of the contents, main objectives of the plan or programme and relationship 
with other relevant plans and programmes. 

Section 1, 
Section 3 

b) The relevant aspects of the current state of the environment and the likely evolution 
without implementation of the plan or programme. 

Section 4 

c) The environmental characteristics of areas likely to be significantly affected. Section 4 

d) Any existing environmental problems which are relevant to the plan or programme 
including, in particular, those relating to any areas of a particular environmental 
importance, such as areas designated pursuant to Directive 79/409/EEC and 
92/43/EEC. 

Section 4 

e) The environmental protection objectives established at international, community or 
national level which are relevant to the programme and the way those objectives and 
any environmental considerations have been taken into account during its preparation. 

Section 3 

Section 5 

f) The likely significant effects on the environment, including: short, medium and long 
term; permanent and temporary; positive and negative; secondary, cumulative and 
synergistic effects on issues such as: biodiversity, population, human health, fauna, 
flora, soil, water, air, climatic factors, material assets, cultural heritage including 
architectural and archaeological heritage, landscape and the interrelationship between 
the above factors. 

Section 7 

Section 8 

Section 10 

g) The measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and, as fully as possible, offset any 
significant adverse effects on the environment of implementing the plan or programme. 

Section 11 

h) An outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt with and a description of 
how the assessment was undertaken including any difficulties (such as technical 
deficiencies or lack of know-how) encountered in compiling the required information. 

Section 7 

i) A description of measures envisaged concerning monitoring (in accordance with 
regulation 17). 

Section 12 

j) A non-technical summary of the information provided under the above headings. Provided as a 
separate 
document 
alongside this 
Report 
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2.2 Appraisal Process 

2.2.1 The ODPM guidance emphasises that SA is an iterative process that identifies and 

reports on the likely significant effects of the plan and the extent to which the 

implementation of the plan will achieve the social, environmental and economic objectives 

by which sustainable development can be defined.  The complete methodology involves 

the stages and tasks outlined in Table 1.1 and the following sections detail the process 

undertaken in the production of this SAR. Stage A is detailed within the Scoping Report. 

Stage B: Developing and Defining Options 

B1: Testing the Objectives against the Sustainability Appraisal Framework 

2.2.2 The LDP objectives were tested for compatibility with the SA objectives to test the degree 

to which the objectives are in accordance with sustainability principles.  LDP objectives 

can then be refined if necessary, through an iterative process. When testing compatibility 

the following scale has been used: 

Table 2.2  Compatibility Scale 

Score Compatibility 

++ LDP objective directly supports sustainability objective 

+ Broadly supports sustainability objective 

~ No direct conflict although there is potential for some, dependent on location and or 
detail of implementation 

- LDP objective directly conflicts with the sustainability objective 

 No connection 

 

B2: Developing the LDP Options 

2.2.3 In order to predict the sustainability implications of the options for the LDP, each policy 

option was assessed against the SA Framework.  A judgement was made to predict the 

likely sustainability implications that might arise should the option be implemented.  The 

methodology adopted was qualitative, which is generally accepted as good practice by the 

SA guidance.  In the current practice of SA, the broad-brush qualitative prediction and 

evaluation of magnitude of effects is often based on a seven point scale comprising easily 

understood terms (see Table 2.3).  A commentary on the assessment of the individual 

policies is presented in Section 7 and further to this, the detailed assessment tables 

presented in Appendix B. 
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Table 2.3 Assessment Scale 

Assessment Scale Assessment Category 

+++ Major positive 

++ Moderately positive 

+ Minor positive 

0 Neutral or no obvious effect 

- Minor negative 

-- Moderately negative 

--- Major negative 

? Effect uncertain 

 

B3: Predicting the Effects of the Preferred Option 

2.2.4 This involved an appraisal of the baseline conditions and trends and how they may be 

influenced by the policies.  The predicted effects on each were described in terms of their 

nature and magnitude using the following parameters: 

 Timing of effect – short, medium, long term; 

 Duration of effect – short, medium, long term; 

 Nature of effect – positive, negative or neutral; and 

 Secondary, cumulative and/or synergistic effects. 

2.2.5 For the purposes of this assessment, and in keeping with the previous assessments 

carried out (as described in Section 1.3), short term effects are defined as those 

predicted to commence within the first five years from adoption of the LDP.  Medium-long 

term effects occur between five and ten years following adoption and long term effects 

occur more than ten years from adoption.  This assessment is detailed in Section 7. 

B4: Evaluating the Effects of the Preferred Option 

2.2.6 The next stage of the assessment involved evaluating the significant effects of the 

options.  This involved forming a judgement on whether or not the predicted effects will be 

significant.  Primarily this was a qualitative assessment based on expert judgement.  

Objectivity and consistency was assisted by the indicators in the SA Framework and the 

assessment rationale). 

2.2.7 Effects were considered in combination with other known Plans, Policies and 

Programmes.  Cumulative effects of all policies within the Plan were also considered as 

described below.  
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Secondary and Cumulative Effects Assessment 

2.2.8 Annex I of the SEA Directive requires that the assessment of effects include secondary, 

cumulative and synergistic effects.  Secondary or indirect effects are effects that are not a 

direct result of the plan, but occur away from the original effect or as a result of the 

complex pathway e.g. a development that changes a water table and thus affects the 

ecology of a nearby wetland.  These effects were identified and assessed primarily 

through the examination of the relationship between various objectives, and the 

consideration of complex effects, during the assessment of environmental effects. 

2.2.9 Cumulative effects arise where several proposals individually may or may not have a 

significant effect, but in-combination have a significant effect due to spatial crowding or 

temporal overlap.  Many environmental problems result from cumulative effects.  These 

effects are very hard to deal with on a project by project basis through Environmental 

Impact Assessment.  It is at the SA/SEA level that they are most effectively identified and 

addressed. 

2.2.10 Cumulative effects assessment is a systematic procedure for identifying and evaluating 

the significance of effects from multiple activities.  The analysis of the causes, pathways 

and consequences of these effects is an essential part of the process.  Cumulative effects 

were considered throughout the entire SA process, and are identified and discussed at 

Section 9. 

B5: Considering Ways of Mitigating Adverse Effects and Maximising Beneficial 

Effects 

2.2.11 For any options which are deemed to have a negative impact on one of the receptors, 

mitigation measures were identified during Stage B4 which will aim to reduce or manage 

these effects.  These mitigation measures range in scale and nature, with differing 

requirements, and are discussed within Section 11. 

B6: Proposing Measures to Monitor the Significant Effects of Implementing the Core 

Strategy 

2.2.12 SA monitoring involves measuring against indicators which will enable the establishment 

of a causal link between the implementation of the plan and the effect (positive or 

negative) being monitored.  It can also help to ensure that any effects which arise during 

implementation, positive or negative and whether or not they were foreseen, can be 

identified.  Where necessary, action can also be taken by the Council or partners to 

address them.  These measures are addressed in Section 12. 
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 Relevant Plans and Programmes 3

3.1 Introduction 

3.1.1 A wide range of plans, policies and programmes (PPPs) were identified during the SA of 

the Maldon District CS.  International, national, regional and district level policies 

influenced the development of the SA Framework (see Section 5).  Since 2009 (the last 

revision of relevant plans, policies and programmes), the policy context in which the LDP 

is set has continued to evolve, at a national, regional and local level. PPPs that have 

influenced this SA and the ongoing LDP development are detailed within the Scoping 

Report.  No updates have been required since the production of the Scoping Report in 

April 2012, except for the need to consider the National Planning Policy Framework. 

3.2 National Planning Policy Framework 

3.2.1 Published in March 2012, the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) sets out the 

Government’s requirements (policies) for the planning system for England.  It provides a 

framework within which local needs and priorities must be taken into account in the 

preparation of local (and neighbourhood) plans.  It should also be a consideration in 

planning decisions. 

3.2.2 The NPPF confirms that the role of planning is to contribute to the achievement of 

sustainable development and enshrines a “presumption in favour of sustainable 

development”.  The document states that sustainable means ensuring that better lives for 

ourselves shouldn’t mean worse lives for future generations, whilst development means 

growth.  It acknowledges the three mutually-dependent dimensions of sustainable 

development and the principles of the UK Sustainable Development Strategy. 

3.2.3 The NPPF immediately superseded the majority of PPS and Planning Guidance Notes 

(PPG), as well as other documents which used to inform the development and 

implementation of local planning policies. 

3.2.4 EU obligations and statutory requirements are not superseded by the NPPF, but it does 

reinforce the importance of an up-to-date local development plan.  In particular it states 

that ‘sustainable development’ (in accordance with the local plan) should go ahead 

without delay, whilst conflicting development should be rejected. 

3.2.5 In the absence of a Plan, or relevant policy, applications should be granted unless any 

adverse impacts of doing so would “significantly and demonstrably outweigh the benefits” 

assessed against the NPPF.  Replacement Local Plan ‘saved policies’ can continue to be 

given due weight according to their degree of consistency with the NPPF.  The Local 

Development Plan will have to be in conformity with National Planning Policy. 
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3.3 Relevant Social, Environmental and Economic Priorities 

3.3.1 The analysis of PPPs undertaken during the development of this SA identified a range of 

social, environmental or economic priorities that were used to influence the preparation of 

the Maldon LDP.  These priorities were consulted on in the Scoping Report and minor 

amendments suggested by the consultees were incorporated. 

Table 3.1 Key Priorities 

Topic Key Priorities 

Social 

Improvement in health, reduction in inequalities of access to health facilities, 

and encourage healthy lifestyles. 

Improvement of access for all to quality, affordable and resource efficient 

housing. 

Improvement in accessibility to jobs, health, education, leisure, open spaces 

and community facilities. 

Improve the skills base particularly in traditional, lower paid sectors. 

Reduction in crime and the fear of crime by tackling the root cause of crime 

through education.  Support citizenship and anti-racism initiatives. 

Raising achievement levels and developing opportunities for everyone to 

acquire the skills needed to find and remain in work. 

Improving the quality of life.  Maintain peace and tranquillity. 

Encouraging high quality design in new development including mixed use  to 

create local identity and encourage a sense of community. 

Development of confident, diverse, socially inclusive and cohesive 

communities. 

Environmental 

Improvement in the choice and use of sustainable transport modes and 

reduction of the need to travel. 

Promotion of low energy use and energy efficiency. 

Reduction in waste generation and disposal and achieve sustainable 

management of waste. 

Maximising the area’s historic and cultural heritage. 

Protection and enhancement of biodiversity and geological assets. 

Protection and enhancement of landscape character. 

Protection of water resources and an improvement in water quality. 

Protecting land and soil and managing geological resources. 

Reduction of the risk of flooding. 

Improve air quality and achieve clean air for everyone. 

Economy in the use of land and buildings and sustainable urban design. 

Adapting to, and managing, the effects of climate change. 

Reduction of greenhouse gases emissions. 
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Topic Key Priorities 

Economic 

Competitive local economies which benefit local people. 

Development of a robust and diverse world class economy with a strong 

enterprise culture. 

Restoring the role of Market towns as sustainable centres for services, 

supporting rural regeneration and improve the prosperity of market towns. 

Development and maintenance of a healthy labour market. 

Improvements which support viable and vibrant town centres, and 

development of commercial and civic centres which instil pride in the local 

population. 

Enable economic opportunities to be available to all. 

Recognise the role of tourism and manage the impact of its activities. 

 

3.3.2 These social, environmental and economic priorities have been used as a way of 

identifying the features which may be of most relevance to the District and helped to 

determine and develop the scope of the baseline for the SA (as presented in Section 4).  

They also influenced the framework for the policy assessment. 
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 Baseline Information 4

4.1 Introduction 

4.1.1 The SEA Directive requires that the Environmental Report should provide information on 

“Relevant aspects of the current state of the environment and the likely evolution thereof 

without implementation of the plan” and the “environmental characteristics of the areas 

likely to be significantly affected” (Annex I (b) (c)) and “any existing environmental 

problems which are relevant to the plan or programme including, in particular, those 

relating to any areas of a particular environmental importance, such as areas designated 

pursuant to Directives 79/409/EEC (Birds Directive) and 92/43/EEC (Habitats Directive)” 

(Annex I). 

4.1.2 In addition to the SEA Directive requirements, the statutory SA process requires the 

collection of additional information on social and economic characteristics.  The baseline 

information is collected to give an overview of the social, environmental and economic 

characteristics of the plan area and how these compare to the region and the rest of the 

country.  The key baseline information was identified in the Scoping Report and a 

summary is provided below. 

4.2 Social Baseline 

4.2.1 The District has a total population of 62,8004 which is the lowest of the districts in Essex.  

The population density in the District is also one of the lowest in Essex, with an average of 

174 people per km2 on the basis of the 2014 population estimate.  The main towns are 

Maldon, Heybridge and Burnham-on-Crouch with the majority of the population living in 

the rural villages.  The District’s population has grown at a similar rate to that of Essex 

with a population growth of 11.3% between 1998 and 2009, (MDC, 2010). 

4.2.2 In 2009, the proportion of the District’s population aged 65 and over was 17.3%; this had 

increased to 20% in 2011.  The proportion of the population aged under 15 was 17.7%, 

which had decreased to 16.2% by 2011.  The age group of 55-64 year olds (the next 

generation of retirees) currently makes up 15.3% of the population as of 2011. 

4.2.3 In 2011, the District contained approximately 25,817 housing units, with over 80% of 

households owner-occupied (compared with a national average of 68.1%) (Atkins, 2010); 

though this has declined to 78.4% by 20115.  Data from the 2009 Strategic Housing 

Market Assessment (SHMA) update indicates that there are 341 households in Maldon 

which are over-crowded by the ‘bedroom standard 5 ’ and there are 392 concealed 

households6.  A test of affordability for these households shows that 90% of them cannot 

afford to resolve their housing difficulties through market housing in the District. 

                                                      
4
 ONS 2014 Estimate available at: 

http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=6275159&c=maldon&d=13&e=13&g=6425492&i=
1001x1003x1004&m=0&r=1&s=1488359027279&enc=1&dsFamilyId=1813 
5
 An indicator of occupation density 

6
 Couples, people with children and single adults aged over 25 who share facilities with another household 
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4.2.4 There are two local authority sites for the travelling community in Maldon District, located 

at Brickhouse Road and Wood Corner.  The Brickhouse Road site supports six plots and 

the Wood Corner site supports 20.  In Essex, there are 11 permanent sites which support 

a total of 174 plots. 

4.2.5 Crime rates in the District are the same (39.45 offences per 1,000 residents) as the 

average crime rate across similar areas (39.56 offences per 1,000 residents), in the year 

ending September 20167.  The rate in Maldon is lower than the regional and national 

figures; the crime rate in Essex is 64.62 offences per 1,000 residents).  Only Rochford has 

a lower crime rate than Maldon within the County.  Since 2013, crime rate has increased, 

particularly since 2015 albeit only slightly on a quarterly basis.  However, between 

1999/2000 and 2008/2009, the total number of crimes in the District increased by 71.78%, 

which is above the national average. 

4.2.6 The District has 280ha of easily accessible green space: 4.49 ha of open space per 1000 

people.  Around 80% of households in the District are within five minutes’ walk (or 400m) 

of a green space at least 1ha in size. 

4.2.7 Maldon District is a rural area which has no major roads or dual carriageways and only 

one rail link – the Southminster branch line – which links part of the Dengie peninsula to 

the London main line.  A number of bus routes also operate but their service is variable 

and they do not access the whole District. 

4.2.8 The 2001 Census identified that within the District 11.7% of residents work mainly at or 

from home, which is higher than for the East of England (9.4%), and England as a whole 

(9.2%).  There is a high dependency on the car, with 62.8% of the population using the 

car for travel to work which places the District in the top 40% of districts nationally.  The 

proportion of residents who travelled to work within the District by public transport was 

8.78% in 2001.  By comparison the national figure was 14.9%. 

4.3 Environmental Baseline 

4.3.1 A significant proportion of the District’s coastline is internationally designated as Special 

Area of Conservation (SAC) and Special Protection Areas (SPAs) sites.  These sites are 

also designated under the Ramsar Convention for their extensive intertidal habitats, a 

number of which are also designated as UK and Essex Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) 

habitats. 

4.3.2 The District also contains six Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs), many of which 

occupy the same area as the SPA and Ramsar sites, two National Nature Reserves 

(NNRs), and 89 County Wildlife Sites.  Old Hall Marshes is also a Royal Society for the 

Protection of Birds (RSPB) Reserve. 

  

                                                      
7
 https://www.police.uk/essex/26/performance/compare-your-area/ 
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4.3.3 UK and Essex BAP species are also known to occur in the District, including native oyster 

species, bittern Botaurus stellaris, harbour porpoise Phocoena phocoena, twaite shad 

Alosa fallax, grey partridge Perdix perdix, shining ramshorn snail Segmentina nitida, and 

water vole Arvicola amphibius. 

4.3.4 The District contains a wide range of heritage and archaeological resources.  There are 

20 Scheduled Monuments (SMs) within the District and over 1,000 listed buildings.  Of 

these, 5 features are on Historic England’s ‘Heritage At Risk’ register for 2016 (2 

Scheduled Monuments, 2 listed buildings, and one Conservation Area).  There are also 13 

Conservation Areas in the District.  Braxted Park is the only Registered Park or Garden in 

the District.  There is also the registered site of the Battle of Maldon near Northey Island, 

which is connected to the Viking invasion. 

4.3.5 The District mainly consists of farmland, with the pattern of field boundaries a vital part of 

the historic character of the coastal zone.  The District falls within the Landscape 

Character Areas of the Greater Thames Estuary and the North Thames Basin.  There is 

pressure from development around the edge of the area especially in the estuary area. 

4.3.6 The majority of the District is classed as Grade 3 (moderate quality) agricultural land with 

small sections of the higher quality Grade 2 land to the west of Maldon and along the 

Dengie peninsula.  There are also some small areas of Grade 1 land, the highest quality 

agricultural land grade, near Bradwell-on-Sea and Burnham-on-Crouch. 

4.3.7 The underlying geology of the area is comprised of chalk (a major aquifer), overlaid by 

Lower London Tertiary deposits, which in turn are overlain by London Clay.  There are 

also 3 SSSIs within the District which are designated for their geological interest features, 

all of which are in favourable condition. 

4.3.8 A Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) report (Scott Wilson, 2008) identified that the 

main areas considered to be at risk are Burnham-on-Crouch, North Fambridge, Heybridge 

Basin, and the Causeway.  Climate change predictions for Essex (most recently the UK 

Climate Projections (UKCP09)) suggest an increasing trend in summer and winter 

temperatures, and increasing seasonality in rainfall (leading to drier summers and wetter 

winters).  Sea levels in Essex are also increasing over time. 

4.3.9 The District is located within one of the driest areas of the country.  All of the assessed 

ground water management units were identified by the Combined Essex Catchment 

Abstraction Management Strategy (CAMS) as having ‘no water available’, and the rivers 

within the District suffer from over abstraction (Environment Agency, 2004). 

4.3.10 Data on local authority CO2 (equivalent) emissions for 2005 to 20148, indicate that the 

amount of CO2 produced in relation to industry and commercial activities in 2014 was 102 

thousand tonnes (kt), which had decreased from 177kt in 2005.  The District has the 4th 

lowest CO2 emissions for industry and commercial activities in Essex, behind Castle Point, 

Rochford, and Brentwood.  Maldon has the lowest CO2 emissions (118kt) associated with 

domestic use in the County, and the lowest CO2 emissions (84kt) associated with 

                                                      
8
 https://data.gov.uk/dataset/carbon-emissions-2005-2014/resource/454eadb7-a513-450d-b4e9-3f6bfed528cb 
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transport.  However, in terms of per capita (per person) emissions, Maldon is equal 4th in 

the County, at 4.8 tonnes per person, which is below the Essex (5.5 tonnes per person) 

and National (6.3 tonnes per person) per capita equaivalents. 

4.3.11 Maldon District currently produces approximately 23,020 tonnes of domestic household 

waste per annum (2015/16)9 up 3.5% since 2010/2011.  In 2010/11 the recycling rate in 

Maldon District was 37.05% showing an increase from the 2005/06 rate of 29.23%; by 

2015/16 this rate has increased to 47.0% (117th out of 351 local authorities).  However, 

this rate is the second lowest of the Councils in Essex.  In Essex 29% of waste was sent 

to landfill, it has not been determined what amount of waste collected in Maldon was 

landfilled or sent to incineration. 

4.4 Economic Baseline 

4.4.1 Employment in the District is concentrated in the urban areas of Maldon, Heybridge, 

Southminster, and Burnham-on-Crouch.  Retail provision is principally located in Maldon 

and Burnham-on-Crouch.  Within the District 70.2% of residents who are economically 

active are in employment (April 2012 to March 2013)10.  Distribution, retail, hotels and 

restaurants accounts for 24.3% of employment in the District in 2011 which is lower than 

the regional and national rates11.  Manufacturing accounts for 10.9% of employment in 

2011, which is higher than the regional and England figures of 8.7% and 8.8% 

respectively.  Construction accounts for 11.6% of employment in 2011, which is also 

higher than the regional and England figures of 8.6% and 7.7% respectively. 

4.4.2 With the exception of few large-scale companies, the economy of the District is dominated 

by a large number of small firms.  The District’s economic base is broad but is 

predominantly reliant on property and business services (27% of all businesses), 

construction (18.5% of all businesses), production (10.5% of all businesses) and 

agriculture (8% of all businesses).  The largest employer in the District was Bradwell 

Power Station, which is currently being decommissioned. 

4.4.3 The tourism sector is particularly important to the District, with a number of holiday and 

leisure parks present and sailing being a popular summer activity.  It is estimated that the 

value of tourism to the District in 2014 was £182millon/annum to the local economy12.  It 

provides 14.2% of the District’s employment. 

4.4.4 The District’s population has a lower level of qualifications than national and regional 

averages.  The percentage of the population without any educational qualifications is 

approximately 23.1% in the District in 2011 in comparison with 22.5% regionally and 

                                                      
9
 https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/592899/LA_regional_spreadsheet_march_2016rev.xls 

10
 

http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=6275159&c=maldon&d=13&e=9&g=6425492&i=1
001x1003x1004&m=0&r=1&s=1488367481982&enc=1&dsFamilyId=2212 
11

 
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=6275159&c=maldon&d=13&e=9&g=6425492&i=1
001x1003x1004&m=0&r=1&s=1488367481966&enc=1&dsFamilyId=2538 
12

 https://democracy.maldon.gov.uk/documents/s625/21%20Value%20of%20Tourism%20to%20the%20Local%20Economy%20-
%20Appendix%201.pdf 
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nationally13; and only approximately 16.1% has NVQ4 or above compared to the national 

average of 21.8%. 

4.4.5 Adult learning patterns in the District roughly match those for Essex.  The 2004 Area 

profile indicates that a third of The District residents (33%) undertook learning in the last 

12 months; considerably less than the 42% of Essex residents, while a higher share of 

The District residents have not undertaken learning for six years or more than Essex 

residents (Learning and Skills Council, Essex, 2004). 

4.5 Key Sustainability Issues 

4.5.1 Based on the review of relevant plans and programmes, together with an analysis of the 

baseline data, key sustainability issues relevant to the LDP have been identified. 

4.5.2 Table 4.1 presents the key sustainability issues, as set out in the Scoping Report.  The list 

is an outline of the priority areas where the LDP can have significant influence and has 

been influenced by the consultation on the Scoping Report (as identified in the amended 

text below). 

 

                                                      
13

 
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=6275159&c=maldon&d=13&e=5&g=6425492&i=1
001x1003x1004&m=0&r=1&s=1488368889810&enc=1&dsFamilyId=2577 
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Table 4.1 Key Sustainability Issues 

Key Issues / Problems Opportunities/Implications for the LDP Relevant SEA topic/s 

Social 

Housing – Affordability, mix, size and tenure: 

 The number of affordable completions in the District is low.  Access 

to Housing is identified in the IMD (Index of Multiple Deprivation) 

2007 as a major local barrier due to increasing house price and lack 

of affordable housing in the District. 

 The existing size, mix and tenure of housing is not appropriate for 

the needs of the District particularly first time buyers and those on 

lower than average income. 

 The District has high levels of rural housing stock with a high 

proportion of semi and detached houses and fewer flats and terraces 

than the national average contributing to the affordable housing 

problem. 

 The LDP will need to tackle the demand for 

affordable housing for local people and key sectors 

of the community.  In addition, the LDP will need to 

provide for appropriate housing type – i.e. size, mix 

and tenure. 

Population and Human 

Health 

High levels of car usage: 

 Private car use is high in the area due to the rural nature of the 

district and contributes at certain locations to localised congestion 

and poor air quality.  The reductions in industrial CO2 emissions 

have the potential to be offset by an increase in transport related 

emissions. 

 The LDP could support new public transport 

infrastructure and also the provision of local facilities 

which could reduce the reliance on cars and reduce 

the need to travel. 

 Redevelopment proposals should encourage 

walking, cycling and more sustainable modes of 

transport, and discourage car use where possible. 

Population and Human 

Health, climatic factors, 

and air 

Poor transport connections and accessibility: 

 A predominantly rural district with no major roads or dual 

carriageways and only one rail link.  Capacity and quality of existing 

road network is limited. 

 Rural bus services are essential to maintain access to remote areas. 

 The flexibility and duration of services results in difficulties in 

accessibility within the district particularly at night and particularly to 

and from the more remote areas accentuating rural isolation. 

 Limited access to greenspace and other features of the natural 

environment. 

 The LDP is unlikely to have a direct effect on major 

infrastructure projects as these will be included in the 

Essex Local Transport Plan and the Regional 

Transport Strategy.  The LDP will need to take into 

consideration major infrastructure projects and could 

include a policy on planning obligations. 

 The LDP could support the development of new 

greenspace and the improvement of access to 

existing sites and other natural environment features. 

Population and Human 

Health, and all 

environmental topics 
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Key Issues / Problems Opportunities/Implications for the LDP Relevant SEA topic/s 

Rural Isolation: 

 Rural villages and their communities are becoming less self-sufficient 

in providing local jobs and services resulting in changes to the socio-

economic profile.  Small towns and villages are vulnerable to the 

changing character of rural life becoming almost dormant commuter 

villages which offer limited local facilities and job opportunities but 

increasing house prices as a result of the in migration of those better 

off.  This also augments poor accessibility to more remote areas. 

 The LDP could promote a sustainable rural 

economy, support farm diversification where 

appropriate and contribute to creating vibrant and 

viable rural communities. 

Population and Human 

Health 

Demographics 

 Ageing population has increased the proportion of the population who 

are economically inactive as a result of increased number of retirees 

and the younger population leaving The District. 

 There are likely to be problems accommodating a projected growth in 

population which is likely to have associated environmental problems 

such as deterioration in air quality, increased congestion, pressure on 

Greenfield land and increase in flood risk. 

 Small percentage of students due to lack of post 16 education 

facilities. 

 The LDP needs to reverse the out-migration of the 

younger population in search of new jobs and homes 

by providing opportunities within the District and/or 

improving accessibility to and from the District.  Also 

the LDP should support post-16 and higher 

education facilities in the District to attract students 

to stay in the District. 

Population and Human 

Health 
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Key Issues / Problems Opportunities/Implications for the LDP Relevant SEA topic/s 

Environmental 

Pressure on ecological assets 

 There are a number of local, national and international nature 

conservation designations in the District including the SAC, SPAs, 

SSSIs, Ramsar, NNRs, LWSs and CWSs. 

 These national and international designations are primarily located in 

the intertidal zone.  As sea levels rise, coastal defences prevent inter-

tidal habitats from migrating landwards, thereby resulting in their loss. 

 Development could threaten the protection and utilisation of potential 

habitats, and the continuity of existing habitats. 

 Eutrophication of the Blackwater Estuary is identified as a problem. 

 Four of the nine SSSIs in the District (see Table 4.1) are in an 

unfavourable recovering condition, principally as a result of coastal 

squeeze. 

 Part of an ancient woodland SSSI is located within Maldon District.  

The District has a low proportion of ancient woodland compared with 

other districts in Essex. 

 There are several UK and Essex BAP species and habitats present 

within the District which should be protected and enhanced. 

 The protection and enhancement of non-designated biodiversity is 

also an important issue. 

 Climate change may lead to the deterioration of terrestrial and 

estuarine habitats.  Species restricted by climate may not be able to 

colonise new areas. 

 Opportunities for the LDP to outline measures to 

support local biodiversity within designated sites and 

also for non-designated biodiversity features.  

Additionally the LDP can promote habitat creation 

and the linking of environmentally valuable habitats.  

The natural environment is a key asset which can 

enhance the rural economy and tourism, and as 

such should be preserved through the LDP. 

 Protection of ecological assets should be a key 

priority in spatial planning policy.  Mitigation 

measures may be required if development is 

proposed in the vicinity of the designated site. 

 The screening stage of a Habitats Regulations 

Assessment will be required.  This will form a 

separate process but its findings will be incorporated 

in the SAR. 

Biodiversity, Flora and 

Fauna, Climatic Factors 



 

08 March 2017 MALDON LDP POST EXAMINATION SA REPORT I&B9X1918R013F0.7 23  

 

Key Issues / Problems Opportunities/Implications for the LDP Relevant SEA topic/s 

Local Landscape Importance: 

 The scenic beauty of the local landscape is important in Maldon 

District.  There are a number of local landscape character areas 

which need protecting. 

 General sensitivities have been identified through the Landscape 

Character Assessment due to pressures on the landscape including: 

 Decrease in woodland and tree cover. 

 Continuing decline/loss of hedgerows, field margins and farm 

ponds as a result of maximising field size, lack of appropriate 

management and spray drift. 

 Soil erosion as a result of autumn cultivation of arable crops. 

 Increased pressure for new uses of ‘marginal’ land, including 

small holdings, leisure uses and pony paddocks. 

 Potential change of grazing marsh to salt marsh through 

managed realignment. 

 Loss of salt marsh through coastal squeeze. 

 Increase in large arable farm units which may lead to further 

homogenisation of the landscape. 

 Farm diversification such as the adoption or reuse of farm 

buildings for commercial, industrial and storage uses. 

 The LDP needs to ensure the protection and 

enhancement of the local landscape using 

Landscape Character Assessment as a tool for 

appraising such areas. 

 The LDP should promote opportunities for 

ecotourism and improved access to areas of 

landscape importance. 

Cultural Heritage and 

Landscape 

High Risk of Flooding: 

 Due to its coastal location, parts of the District are at risk from both 

river and coastal flooding. 30-35% of the District is low-lying and at 

high risk of flooding.  This places development constraints on some 

sections of the District. 

 The Essex and South Suffolk SMP2 has determined the best ways to 

look after this part of the coast in a sustainable way for the next 100 

years. 

 Development in high flood risk areas of the District 

should be avoided, or include measures to manage 

flood risk as part of the development.  Prevention 

measures should take into account cumulative effect 

of flood protection on downstream flooding. 

 Development should also consider the likely 

increasing risk of flooding resulting from climate 

change. 

 The LDP can reduce the impacts of flooding through 

effective land use planning and the promotion of 

Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS). 

Water and Soil, 

Population and Human 

Health, Climatic Factors, 

Cultural Heritage and 

Landscape  
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Key Issues / Problems Opportunities/Implications for the LDP Relevant SEA topic/s 

High Resource Consumption: 

 Maldon District has a low recycling rate with the majority of domestic 

waste landfilled. 

 Low use of renewables in the District. 

 The District is located within the driest region of the country.  Further 

growth in housing could lead to further increases in demand for water 

 The Essex & Suffolk Water area is classified under the Environment 

Agency’s methodology as “Seriously Water Stressed Area”.  

Measures are being put in place to increase capacity of water storage 

at Abberton Reservoir. Completion is scheduled for 2014. 

 Water supplies for the Maldon District are derived both from the 

Chelmer and Blackwater Rivers at Langford and from the Stour River 

at Stratford St Mary and Brantham. 

 The LDP is unlikely to have a direct effect on waste 

management in the District as waste is dealt with at 

a regional level through the Regional Waste 

Strategy.  However, the LDP policies can support 

and encourage the recycling of waste and the 

provision of facilities for recycling in new 

development through planning obligations or site 

waste management plans.  The LDP may also 

promote the recycling of construction waste through 

the use of site waste management plans. 

 Water saving devices and SuDS should be included 

in all new developments and water metering 

promoted. 

Water and Soil, Climatic 

Factors. 

Historic Environment: 

 There are 20 Scheduled Monuments in the District and over 1,000 

listed buildings, of which 5 are on the ‘at risk’ register. 

 There are 13 Conservation Areas within the District. 

 Much of Maldon’s archaeology, particularly that located along the 

coast is susceptible to erosion due to sea level rise / climate change.  

This places archaeological remains at significant risk. 

 The majority of the Historic Landscape Character Zones in the 

District (Historic Environment Characterisation Project 2008) are 

considered to contain archaeological deposits which are sensitive to 

change. 

 There are a number of important rural heritage landscapes in the 

District. 

 Preservation of historic landscape character is an 

important issue; and integrated management of the 

historic and natural environments is crucial. 

 Opportunities for the historic environment to promote 

regeneration in urban and rural locations. 

 Need to ensure that archaeological remains are 

protected through the LDP policies. 

Cultural Heritage and 

Landscape 

Previously Developed Land: 

 Due to the rural nature of the District the legacy of Previously 

Developed Land is low.  Whilst the issue of contamination should be 

low, a limited amount of Previously Developed Land could inhibit 

potential growth in the District or require the use of countryside. 

 The development put forward in association with the 

LDP should not be overly restricted by potential 

contaminated locations; however the use of 

Greenfield land for development as a result of the 

rural nature of the District will need to be addressed. 

Water and Soil 
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Key Issues / Problems Opportunities/Implications for the LDP Relevant SEA topic/s 

Economic 

Out-Migration: 

 Out migration of population, workers and students occurs because 

there are not enough jobs in the District and there are higher wages 

available outside the District.  This leads to high demand for housing 

at a high price for those able to commute out of the District, leaving 

high house prices in the district for those who have to work in lower 

paid jobs within the district. 

 Potential to create employment areas to minimise 

out migration of skills dependant on type of location 

available. 

Population and Human 

Health 

Limited diversity of employment opportunities: 

 Continued decline of the agricultural sector. 

 Tourism sector is underachieving and a reported lack of hotel 

facilities particularly around the town of Maldon. 

 The closure of the Bradwell Power Station has removed a major 

employer from the District. 

 The District relies on tourism and its reputation for sailing; this 

generates jobs in the district.  However, these are relatively low paid 

and seasonal in nature. 

 The manufacturing sector is declining but still significant to the 

District.  

 The LDP should ensure there is suitable 

employment, skills and training opportunities given 

the decline in job opportunities following the closure 

of Bradwell Power Station for decommissioning 

(Bradwell has been identified as a potential site for 

nuclear new build, which could present opportunities 

for employment). 

 The LDP could seek to improve tourism facilities in 

the larger settlements and help this important sector. 

Population and Human 

Health 

Vulnerability of the rural/agricultural economy: 

 Continued decline of the agricultural sector in the District. 

 Pressures from Common Agricultural Policy, change in nature of 

farming practices. 

 Demand for farm diversification, barn conversions to supplement 

farmers’ incomes. 

 The LDP should promote a healthy rural economy 

creating vibrant town and village centres and 

respond to declining employment opportunities in the 

countryside, especially in agriculture through 

diversification whilst at the same time balancing the 

need to protect the countryside for its landscape, 

wildlife, agricultural, forestry and recreational value. 

 Agri-environmental schemes may create jobs using 

traditional skills.  Diversification of the rural economy 

to support the local economy. 

Population and Human 

Health 
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4.6 Predicted Future Trends 

4.6.1 The SEA Directive requires the consideration of the likely evolution of the state of 

the environment without the implementation of the LDP.  During the lifetime of the 

LDP it is predicted that there will be a number of external influences within, or which 

could affect the District, as well as the wider county.  The following influences and 

associated future trends were identified in the Scoping Report and a summary is 

provided below. 

 Population Projections: 

o Maldon District population is projected to increase by 14,99614 over the 

period 2010 to 2033. 

o Population density is also predicted to increase, putting pressure on 

existing services and facilities. 

o As well as accommodation pressure, such levels of regional growth would 

have negative effects in terms of air quality, noise and traffic congestion. 

 Affordability of Housing: 

o The average house prices in the District will continue to rise. 

o The increasing housing prices will exacerbate the affordable housing 

problem. 

 Environmental Assets: 

o The standard of protection afforded by existing defences will decline as 

sea level rises due to climate change. 

o Climate change could influence landscape character and biodiversity, 

altering the flora and fauna known to be present. 

o The coastline faces dynamic change through loss of existing saltmarsh 

and mudflats. 

o Pressure on water resources is likely to increase. 

 Agricultural Assets: 

o Coastal management techniques, such as managed realignment, are 

likely to affect coastal agricultural areas. 

o Projected temperature rises are likely to alter the types of species which 

can be farmed in the District, requiring diversification and evolution of 

farming practices. 

                                                      
14

 Figure from a ‘trend’ scenario which reproduces the 2008-based sub-national population projections (SNPP) from ONS. An 
economic scenario assessment, which is a labour constrained scenario, predicts a population increase of 13,701. 
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 The Sustainability Appraisal Framework 5

5.1 Introduction 

5.1.1 The SA Framework is a key component in completing the SA.  It combines the 

baseline information, review of PPPs and key sustainability issues into a systematic 

and easily understood tool that can be used to predict and assess effects arising 

from the implementation of the LDP.  It was developed during the previous SA 

process and has been reviewed, and where necessary amended and updated, in 

light of updated baseline information and feedback from the consultation of the 

Scoping Report.  The SA Framework is set out in Table 5.1 (as with previous tables, 

amended text following consultation is shown). 

5.1.2 For each objective a set of indicators has been proposed to capture the change 

likely to arise from the LDP implementation and these will play a role in the 

assessment itself.  Where appropriate existing data sources and indicators which 

are already monitored in the District have been used.  In some cases, specific new 

indicators are proposed which will require monitoring by relevant bodies should 

significant effects relating to the SA objectives be identified.  A good balance of 

appropriate and reliable indicators across the SA objectives is critical in developing 

an effective but practical monitoring programme.  These indicators have been 

reviewed by Maldon District Council for inclusion in their Authority Monitoring. 

Table 5.1 SA Framework 

No. SA Objective Key Indicators 

Social SA Objectives 

1 

To maintain and improve 

accessibility to services 

and facilities for all 

sectors of the 

community 

% of rural residential population within 10km of key services 

(e.g. bank/post office) 

Hectares of accessible green space per 1,000 people 

Number or length of newly created or improved Public Rights 

of Way per year 

% of new residential / commercial development within 1km of 

good public transport links 

% of buildings accessible for disabled people 

% of residents within walking distance of public transport 

interchange 

% crossings for disabled people 

2 

To provide and maintain 

an adequate level of 

good quality affordable 

housing of appropriate 

size, tenure, mix and 

location to meet local 

needs 

A suitable balance between supply and demand for housing 

% of affordable homes as proportion of total new dwelling 

completions 

Affordability of housing: average house price against income 
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No. SA Objective Key Indicators 

3 

To promote healthier 

lifestyles, improve levels 

of health and well being 

Life expectancy 

Provision of infrastructure to improve health care 

Crime levels 

Fear of crime 

% of people who describe their health as good 

% of people who describe their health as poor 

Participation in sport and active recreation 

4 

To reduce rural isolation 

and social exclusion 

geographically and 

demographically through 

encouraging viable and 

vibrant communities 

IMD rankings 

Number of active residents groups/neighbourhood watch 

groups etc. 

Percentage of residential properties within 400m and 800m of 

public open space / coast / public right of way 

Retention of rural facilities including village shops 

5 

To maintain and improve 

public transport 

provision, promote 

sustainable modes of 

transport and reduce 

journey miles 

undertaken by car 

% of planning applications which contribute to sustainable 

transport initiative through planning contributions 

Walking and cycling routes 

Integration of National Cycle Network 

Modal Split (% of workforce travelling to work by mode) 

Public transport patronage volumes 

Public transport provision, frequency and reliability 

Traffic volumes 

Number of car trips (census) 

Environmental SA Objectives 

6 

To protect and enhance 

the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their 

settings 

Index of Multiple Deprivation for “Living Environment” 

Number of Listed Buildings, SMs, Historic Parks and Gardens, 

Registered Historic Battlefields and Conservation Areas in the 

District 

Areas of sensitive archaeology and associated features 

identified and protected 

Historic features on Historic England’s ‘at risk’ register 

Number of Conservation Area appraisals prepared during the 

plan period 

Historic Landscape Characterisation trends 

7 

To protect and enhance 

biodiversity and 

important wildlife 

habitats 

Number, area and condition of international, national, regional 

and locally designated sites 

BAP species and habitats 

% of new developments incorporating ecological enhancement 

measures per year (including green and blue infrastructure) 

Area of ‘ancient woodland’ 

Area of created intertidal habitat 
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No. SA Objective Key Indicators 

8 

To protect quality and 

levels of local water 

resources 

% of watercourse with good or fair biological and chemical 

quality 

Average domestic water consumption (l/head/day) 

The number of sustained objections from the EA to planning 

applications based on water quality concerns 

9 

To minimise the risk and 

hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts 

of climate change, 

including sea level rise 

No. of properties at risk of flooding 

Number of planning applications approved where the EA has 

sustained an objection on flood risk grounds 

No. of planning permissions with SuDS 

Amount of new development (ha) situated within a flood risk 

area 

Area (ha) identified for flood attenuation 

Area (ha) of intertidal habitat creation 

Length of flood and coastal defences and % in a good, fair and 

poor condition 

10 

To ensure efficient use 

of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality 

and mineral resources 

% of dwellings built on previously developed land not of high 

environmental value 

% contaminated land remediated or contained during plan 

period 

Number of developments meeting densities between 30-50dph 

Number and condition of geological designations (SSSI and 

RIGS) 

New planning permissions granted on known Mineral 

Safeguarding Areas 

11 
To reduce emissions of 

greenhouse gases 
CO2 emissions by sector and per capita 

12 

To maintain air quality 

levels in line with 

national and/or WHO 

targets 

No. of days when air pollution is moderate or high for NO2, 

SO2, O3, CO or PM10 

Levels of main pollutants 

Number and area of Air Quality Management Areas 

13 
To reduce natural 

resource consumption 

% of premises meeting BREEAM “Very Good” standard or 

higher and % of dwellings meeting Code for Sustainable 

Homes levels 4-6 

% of energy generated from renewable sources (by type of 

scheme) 

Energy consumption per capita 

Household, construction and industrial waste produced 

(tonnage) 

% of household waste recycled and/or composted 

% of household waste landfilled 

% of construction, demolition and industrial waste landfilled 

% use of recycled aggregates in construction 

% of household waste used to recover heat or power 
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No. SA Objective Key Indicators 

14 

To maintain and 

enhance the quality of 

the countryside, coasts, 

estuaries and local 

landscape character 

Number and area of designated landscape 

Proportion of developments which demonstrate that they 

maintain or enhance the quality of the countryside, coasts, or 

estuaries, and local landscape character 

% and qualitative change in countryside character areas by 

character type (Countryside Character Counts) 

Economic SA Objectives 

15 

To strengthen the local 

economy through 

supporting the growth 

and diversification of 

business sectors and 

improving the 

attractiveness of the 

District to investment in 

both urban and rural 

areas 

VAT registrations per 10,000 resident population 

Breakdown of businesses by sector (number and %) 

% change in unemployment rate 

Gross value added per worker (productivity) 

Rural diversification or other diversification initiatives 

% of people employed by employment type 

16 

To develop and support 

sustainable tourism 

within the District 

Input from tourism into local economy (£ per annum) 

Number and type of tourist attractions 

Number of people employed in the tourism industry 

17 

To support employment 

diversity to create jobs 

that match the skills 

profile for the local 

population 

Educational attainment 

IMD (Education Skills and Training domain) 

Retention rates of young people in District 
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 Objectives Compatibility Assessment 6

6.1 B1: Testing the Objectives against the Sustainability Appraisal 

Framework 

6.1.1 An initial compatibility matrix was developed to identify to what extent the draft 

objectives of the MDC LDP are compatible with the SA objectives.  Since then the 

LDP objectives have been developed further and amended and as such, are re-

assessed below for compatibility with the SA objectives. 

6.1.2 The objectives for the District (provided within the Preferred Options Consultation 

Document, May 2012) are as follows: 

i. Provide sufficient, well designed, quality housing to meet the housing target, 

increase the supply of affordable housing across the District and focus future 

development in sustainable locations within settlements boundaries and 

strategic growth areas. 

ii. Identifying strategic growth areas to provide for the Districts future needs to 

improve the quality of life for all. 

iii. To maintain a diverse, vibrant, viable economy, encouraging equity and 

diversification and enhancement of skills and employment opportunities across 

the District. 

iv. To facilitate the development of appropriate rural enterprises and protect and 

enhance rural service provision across the rural areas within the District. 

v. To develop and support sustainable tourism within the District. 

vi. To protect and enhance the distinctive natural, built and historic environment 

of the District. 

vii. To secure high quality new development within the District supported by 

infrastructure, promoting a reduction in the use of resources, addressing the 

threat of climate change, improving energy and water efficiency and promoting 

the use of renewable energy. 

viii. To minimise the negative impacts of climate change by encouraging zero or 

low carbon development across the District. 

ix. To ensure new development is either located away from high flood risk areas 

(Flood Zones 2 and 3) or is safe and flood resilient when it is not possible to 

avoid such areas. 

x. To maintain, improve and co-ordinate public transport provision, and promote 

sustainable modes of transport. 

xi. To ensure that people and communities enjoy quality sustainable lifestyles by 

enabling the provision of facilities and services, including essential and green 

infrastructure, where they are needed in the District. 

xii. To facilitate and promote sustainable development in appropriate locations 

throughout the District. 
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xiii. To facilitate the delivery of new infrastructure to meet the needs of the 

community. 

xiv. To ensure the delivery of regeneration and enhancement of the Central Area 

(incorporating Maldon Central, Causeway Regeneration Area and the Leisure 

Quarter). 

6.1.3 Table 6.1 details the results of the compatibility assessment between the LDP and 

SA objectives. 

Table 6.1 Compatibility Matrix 

SA Objective 
LDP Objectives 

i ii iii iv v vi vii viii ix x xi xii xiii xiv 

1 + + + +      + + + + + 

2 ++ +    ~ +   +  + ++ + 

3 + +  +  + + + + + ++ + + + 

4 + + + ++  + + +  ++ ++ + ++  

5  + + + +  +   ++ + + +  

6 + ~   + ++ +   + + + ~ ~ 

7 ~ ~  ~ ~ ++ + + + + + + ~  

8 ~ +    + +  +  + + ~  

9 + + + + + + ++ + ++  + + +  

10 ~ ~    ++ +  ~   +   

11 ~ + ~ + +  ++ ++  ++ + + ~ ~ 

12  + ~ +   + +  ++ + + ~ ~ 

13 + ~     ++ ++  +  + ~ ~ 

14 ~ ~ ~ ~  + ~     + ~  

15 + + ++ ++ ++ ~    +  + + ++ 

16   +  ++ +    +    + 

17  + ++ + +     +  + + + 

 

6.1.4 The assessment identifies that the majority of the LDP objectives are compatible 

with the SA objectives.  However, several objectives (in particular Objectives i, ii, xii 

and xiii) retain the potential for conflict with some of the SA objectives, depending on 

how and where the policy is implemented.  The implementation is considered in 

more detail in the full assessment of the LDP policies, set out in Section 7. 
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 LDP Policy Assessment 7

7.1 Development of the LDP Options and Policies 

7.1.1 The LDP options have been developed in an iterative process, with policies 

assessed, modified and then reassessed over the lifetime of the developing plan, 

notably from 2014 onwards.  The initial optioneering is recorded in the Preferred 

Options Sustainability Appraisal Report (Royal Haskoning, 2012), with subsequent 

policies assessed in the Draft Local Plan Sustainability Appraisal Report (Royal 

HaskoningDHV, 2013) and modifications and reassessments in the Pre-submission 

Local Plan Sustainability Appraisal Report (Royal HaskoningDHV, 2014a), the Minor 

Modifications Sustainability Appraisal Note (Royal HaskoningDHV, 2014b), the 

Sustainability Appraisal Report Update following Inspector’s Report (Royal 

HaskoningDHV, 2016), and the Post Examination Local Plan Sustainability 

Appraisal Report Update (Royal HaskoningDHV, 2017). 

7.2 The Final LDP Policies Assessment 

7.2.1 Appendix B presents the detailed results of the assessment of the final policies, 

which are summarised in Table 7.1.  The sections below present the main 

assessment findings for each policy.  A summary of the modifications made to the 

Local Development Plan policies from the Draft Local Development Plan in 2014 to 

the Post Examination Local Development Plan, to be adopted, are included in Table 

7.2. 

S1 Sustainable Development 

7.2.2 Overall, Policy S1 has not changed significantly since 2012, with only a minor 

change to include measures to protect development from flood risk.  The policy has 

a positive impact against the SA Objectives, which is in keeping with its role as a 

strategic policy driving the implementation of sustainable development and 

supporting the other LDP policies.  It is assessed as being likely to deliver major 

positive impacts in terms of providing affordable housing and strengthening the local 

economy (Objectives 2 and 15, respectively).  The policy will not result in any 

negative impacts in relation to the SA Objectives. 

S2 Strategic Growth 

7.2.3 Overall the policy has a positive impact and is broadly in line with the majority of the 

SA Objectives, which is appropriate as it is a strategic policy which supports the 

achievement of other policies within the Plan.  This policy is likely to result in 

moderate negative impacts in the medium and long term in relation to water 

resources and greenhouse gases, and the use of natural resources which relate to 

the delivery of the development (Objectives 8, 11 and 13 respectively).  However, 

the increase in housing is likely to result in a more positive impact on housing mix.  

Appendix C details the assessment of alternatives considered for this policy as a 

result of consultation on the 2013 draft LDP. 
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Table 7.1 Summary of the Policy Assessment 

Policy 
SA Objectives 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

S1 
Sustainable 
Development 

++ +++ + ++ ++ ++ ++ + ++ ++ ++ + + ++ +++ + ++ 

S2 Strategic Growth ++ + + ++ 0 + + - 0 + - 0 - + + 0 + 

S3 Place Shaping ++ ++ ++ 0 + + + 0 0 + 0 + 0 ++ + 0 + 

S4 
Maldon And 
Heybridge Strategic 
Growth 

++ + ++ - ++ - ++ + + 0 - 0 - 0 ++ 0 +++ 

S5 
The Maldon and 
Heybridge Central 
Area  

++ + + 0 + ++ ++ - + 0 - + - + +++ +++ +++ 

S6 
Burnham-on-Crouch 
Strategic Growth 

++ ++ ++ + + ++ + + 0 0 - 0 - ++ ++ 0 + 

S7 
Prosperous Rural 
Communities 

0 + + + 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 

S8 
Settlement 
Boundaries and the 
Countryside 

0 + 0 ++ + 0 + 0 0 + 0 0 0 ++ 0 0 0 

D1 
Design Quality and 
Built Environment 

+ 0 ++ + + ++ ++ 0 0 0 0 + 0 + 0 0 0 

D2 
Climate change and 
environmental impact 
of new development 

++ 0 + + ++ 0 + ++ + + ++ ++ ++ 0 0 0 0 

D3 
Conservation and 
Heritage Assets 

0 0 0 0 0 +++ 0 0 0 ++ 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 

D4 Renewable Energy 0 0 0 0 0 ++ ++ 0 0 + ++ + ++ ++ 0 0 0 
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Policy 
SA Objectives 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

D5 
Flood Risk and 
Coastal Management 

0 0 + 0 0 0 + ++ +++ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

D6 Advertisements 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

E1 Employment 0 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 0 0 0 0 + ++ 0 ++ 

E2 Retail Provision ++ 0 + 0 + + + 0 0 + + + + + + 0 + 

E3 
Community Services 
and Facilities 

++ 0 0 ++ + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 

E4 
Agriculture and Rural 
Diversification 

0 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 + 0 0 0 + ++ 0 + 

E5 Tourism + 0 + 0 + + + 0 0 0 + + 0 + + +++ 0 

E6 
Skills, Training and 
Education 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 + 

H1 Affordable Housing + + 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

H2 Housing Mix 0 ++ 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

H3 
Accommodation for 
‘Specialist’ Needs 

++ + + 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 

H4 Effective Use of Land 0 + 0 0 0 ++ + + + + 0 + + + 0 0 0 

H5 
Rural Exception 
Schemes 

0 ++ 0 ++ 0 + + 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 

H6 
Provision for 
Travellers 

++ ++ 0 0 + + + + 0 0 0 + 0 + 0 0 0 

H7 
Agricultural and 
Essential Workers 
Accommodations 

0 + 0 + + + + + 0 + + 0 0 + + 0 0 

H8 
Provision for 
Houseboats 

0 + 0 0 0 + + + 0 0 0 + 0 + 0 0 0 
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Policy 
SA Objectives 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

N1 
Green Infrastructure 
Network 

+++ 0 + 0 + + ++ 0 + - 0 + 0 ++ + 0 0 

N2 
Nature Environment 
and Biodiversity 

0 0 + 0 0 0 +++ 0 + + 0 0 0 ++ 0 + 0 

N3 
Open Space, Sport 
and Leisure 

++ 0 ++ 0 0 0 ++ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

T1 
Sustainable 
Transport 

++ 0 + ++ ++ + 0 0 0 0 ++ ++ 0 0 0 + 0 

T2 Accessibility +++ + + + ++ + 0 0 0 0 ++ ++ 0 0 0 0 0 

I1 
Infrastructure and 
Services 

++ + + ++ ++ 0 0 0 + 0 + + 0 0 + 0 0 

I2 Health and Wellbeing ++ 0 ++ 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 + 0 + 
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Table 7.2 Development Plan Modifications 

Policy 

Ref 
Policy Summary of the modifications 

S1 
Sustainable 

Development 

 Addition that growth will be supported only within the environmental 

limits of the district. 

 Addition of requirement to minimise the need to travel where it is 

necessary and to prioritise sustainable modes of transport. 

 Addition that new developments should be away from high risk flood 

areas (Zones 2 or 3) and encourage effective management of the 

districts green infrastructure. 

 Addition that the expansion of electronic communication networks will 

be supported, including telecommunications and high speed 

broadband. 

S2 Strategic Growth 

 Increase in number of dwellings for market housing, affordable housing, 

housing for an ageing population and other types of housing for special 

needs. 

 Reduction in number of rural allocations regarding existing 

commitments across the District. 

 Increase in number of dwellings for local objectively assessed housing 

need in the District following the recommendations in the ‘Assessing 

Maldon’s Housing Requirements’ report. 

 Plans to expand the Plume Academy in Maldon.  Expansion of primary 

schools in Burnham-on-Crouch to provide for additional dwellings. 

 Development of new relief roads and highway improvement measures 

at Maldon & Heybridge to accommodate future increases in traffic. 

S3 Place Shaping  Minor clarification points regarding other policy principles. 

S4 

Maldon And 

Heybridge 

Strategic Growth 

 Removal of need to build new relief road (A414). 

 Removal of the requirement for Class B Employment Land. 

 Inclusion of Appropriate Assessment to accompany development 

proposals. 

 Addition of new childcare and youth facilities. 

 Addition of creating suitable access routes into the wider public footpath 

network to adjoin to public open space (to work with landowners). 

 Replacement of requirement for a new foul main connecting Maldon 

Treatment Works and Heybridge area, with upgrades to the existing foul 

main. 

S5 

The Maldon and 

Heybridge Central 

Area 

 Addition of a new reference. 

S6 

Burnham-on-

Crouch Strategic 

Growth 

 Minor points for clarification. 

 Addition of a new reference. 

 Addition of a requirement for new youth facilities. 

 Quantification of requirements for childcare facilities (56 places). 

S7 
Prosperous Rural 

Communities 

 Removal of clarifications regarding rural housing development 

allocations. 

 Updates to reflect work on Site Allocations DPD. 
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Policy 

Ref 
Policy Summary of the modifications 

S8 

Settlement 

Boundaries and 

the Countryside 

 Reflection of settlement boundaries and hierarchy to inform work on 

Site Allocations DPD. 

D1 

Design, Quality 

and the Built 

Environment 

 Addition of need to protect whole historic environment, not just 

protected features and sites. 

 Addition of the need to maximise opportunities for sport and physical 

activity. 

D2 

Climate change 

and environmental 

impact of new 

development 

 Minor points for clarification. 

 Updates to reflect change in relevant national policies. 

 Addition of new references. 

 Protection against drought. 

 Additional requirement to incorporate green infrastructure and to 

manage and enhance existing habitats. 

 D3 
Conservation and 

Heritage Assets 
 Wording changes for consistency with the NPPF. 

D4 Renewable Energy  Minor points for clarification. 

D5 

Flood Risk and 

Coastal 

Management 

 Minor points for clarification. 

D6 Advertisements 

 Additional policy to control the use of advertisements. 

 Advertisements must respect the character of the surrounding area or 

be excessive. 

 Illuminated advertisements must not impact on visual amenity or road 

safety, or be located in residential areas. 

E1 Employment 

 Reduction of requirement for further employment land (from 14.3 

hectares to 8.4 hectares). 

 Minor points for clarification. 

 Addition of two new employment sites. 

E2 Retail Provision 

 Addition of results of the Maldon Retail Study and quantification for 

capacity for 3,400-4,800sqm of convenience retail space and 2,800-

5,000sqm of comparison retail. 

 Provision of thresholds for out-of-town and edge-of-centre retail 

developments to provide impact assessment. 

 Sequential test to ensure town centre development is a focus. 

E3 

Community 

Services and 

Facilities 

 Minor points for clarification. 

 Addition of new references. 

E4 

Agriculture and 

Rural 

Diversification 

 Minor points for clarification. 
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Policy 

Ref 
Policy Summary of the modifications 

E5 Tourism 

 Addition that any impact to the natural and historic environment should 

be avoided wherever possible. 

 Addition that where a development is deemed to have potential impact 

to international or national designated sites, a project level HRA must 

be undertaken. 

E6 
Skills, Training and 

Education 

 Removal of requirement for strategic developments to provide financial 

contributions towards the delivery of local employment and vocational 

training initiatives.  Retained encouragement of such support. 

H1 Affordable Housing 

 Increase in threshold for requirement for developments to contribute 

toward affordable housing (from 5 or more homes to more than 10 units 

and from 0.5 hectares to 1,000sqm). 

 Change in sub-area requirements for provision of affordable housing. 

H2 Housing Mix  Minor points for clarification. 

H3 
Accommodation for 

‘Specialist’ Needs 
 Minor points for clarification. 

H4 
Effective Use of 

Land 

 Addition that the proposal will not involve the loss of any important 

landscape or heritage features, or ecological interests. 

H5 
Rural Exception 

Schemes 

 Addition that new proposed sites for development must take into 

account site availability, condition and the capacity of the existing 

infrastructure to service the proposed scheme. 

 Rural Exception sites must be brought forward through the 

Neighbourhood Plans. 

H6 
Provision for 

Travellers 

 Reduction of council requirement to deliver 32 additional permanent 

traveller pitches (down from 70) following updated Gypsy and Traveller 

Accommodation Assessment. 

 Minor points for clarification. 

H7 

Agricultural and 

Essential Workers 

Accommodation 

 Addition that any proposal will only be accepted if it can be 

demonstrated that there are no other viable options. 

 Addition that the proposal must not be intrusive to the countryside and 

is designed to minimise adverse impact to the character and 

appearance of the area. 

 Removal that the temporary accommodation must have been occupied 

for the previous 3 years. 

 Addition that temporary accommodation will only be allowed if it can be 

removed within the following 3 years. 

H8 
Provision for 

Houseboats 

 Additional requirement that any moored houseboats must have agreed 

disposal plans in case of vessel sinking or becoming unfit for 

habituation. 

N1 

Green 

Infrastructure 

Network 

 Minor points for clarification. 
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Policy 

Ref 
Policy Summary of the modifications 

N2 

Nature 

Environment and 

Biodiversity 

 Minor points for clarification. 

 N3 
Open Space, Sport 

and Leisure 

 Proposals must take into account MDCs Green Infrastructure Study, 

Sports and Physical Activity Plan and any other relevant plans or 

studies. 

 T1 
Sustainable 

Transport 
 Addition that new bus services should be provided. 

 T2 Accessibility 
 Addition of improvement to access to the environment and public rights 

of way. 

I1 
Infrastructure and 

Services 

 Removal of Heybridge Strategic Flood Alleviation Scheme and 

replacement with North Heybridge Garden Suburb as an opportunity to 

deliver an integrated Strategic Flood Alleviation Scheme with the 

development. 

 Changes to allocation of developer contributions to specific District 

sports facilities, green infrastructure, passenger transport, and health 

facilities. 

I2 
Health and 

Wellbeing 

 Clarification for targeted delivery of strategic infrastructure including 

schools, childcare facilities, highways, and health provision. 

I3 
Primrose Meadow 

Planning Brief 
 Policy removed. 

 

S3 Place Shaping 

7.2.4 Policy S3 has a broadly positive impact and is in line with the majority of the SA 

objectives.  Policy S3 provides moderate benefits and achievement of the objectives 

relating to the community (access to services and facilities, housing mix, well-being) and 

maintaining and enhancing the quality of the environment.  The policy is not expected to 

result in negative impacts in relation to greenhouse gases and the use of natural 

resources, as it focuses development in areas where existing infrastructure including 

public transport and access to employment and employment opportunities would 

counteract any potential increase in personal transport, thus having a neutral impact for 

these objectives. 

S4 Maldon and Heybridge Strategic Growth 

7.2.5 This policy sets out the requirements for garden suburbs and strategic allocations in 

Maldon and Heybridge.  The policy is broadly positive in relation to the SA Objectives, 

although it could potentially have a negative impact on rural isolation as more 

development will be located near the main settlements.  It could also negatively impact the 

existing townscape of these settlements (Objective 6) and as with other development, 

negatively impact greenhouse gases and resource consumption (Objectives 11 and 13 

respectively).  Through the provision of green infrastructure and medical provision, the 
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policy is likely to result in a moderate positive impact on the promotion of healthier 

lifestyles (Objective 3) and the provision of public transport will have the same effect on 

accessibility (Objective 1).  The addition of the need for a strategic flood alleviation 

scheme, new public transport and walking / cycling routes, and detailed ecological 

surveys for development proposals has resulted in more positive predicted impacts on the 

objectives for flood protection, sustainable transport and biodiversity & habitats (objectives 

5, 7 and 9 respectively). 

S5 The Maldon and Heybridge Central Area 

7.2.6 Policy S5 has not significantly changed since the 2012 assessment, although the policy 

now requires developments to consider the need for archaeological excavation and 

recording.  This addition whilst positive has not changed the moderate positive impact 

likely to arise as a result of the policy on the historic environment (Objective 6).  The policy 

typically has positive impacts in association with the majority of the objectives.  However, 

it is likely to result in minor negative impacts in relation to the use of water resources, 

greenhouse gases and natural resources (Objectives 8, 11 and 3, respectively).  It is a 

strategic policy localised to the central Maldon and Heybridge area and therefore impacts 

on the wider District are limited.  Through recommendations made during the 2012 SA, 

this policy is likely to result in a positive impact on the natural environment (Objective 7). 

S6 Burnham-on-Crouch Strategic Growth 

7.2.7 This policy sets out the requirements for development in the garden suburbs at Burnham-

on-Crouch.  It is very similar to Policy S4, although given the location of the development 

in the District there is likely to be a minor positive impact on rural isolation (Objective 4).  

The policy also includes measures to protect the existing townscape at Burnham-on-

Crouch and is likely to have a moderate positive impact in this respect (Objective 6).  

Inclusion of the need for detailed ecological surveys to accompany development 

proposals in July 2013 improved protection for biodiversity and resulted in an increased 

positive assessment (Objective 6) compared with previous SAs.  Overall, the Policy is 

positive, although there is likely to be negative impacts on greenhouse gases and natural 

resource consumption as a result of development (Objectives 11 and 13, respectively). 

S7 Prosperous Rural Communities 

7.2.8 This policy sets out the economic and residential development requirements across the 

villages in the District.  This policy is broadly neutral in terms of the SA Objectives, 

although it is likely to result in a minor positive impact on housing mix and the reduction of 

rural isolation (Objectives 2 and 4 respectively).  The policy also includes specific 

measures to ensure that the townscape and landscape character will not be adversely 

affected and is likely to result in a minor positive impact with regards to Objective 14.  A 

revision of the policy in July 2013 included improved provision for green infrastructure and 

greater protection of the historic environment which resulted in modified positive 

assessments to reflect the greater likelihood of promoting healthier lifestyles (Objective 3) 

and protecting the local townscape, heritage assets and their settings (Objective 6). 
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S8 Settlement Boundaries and the Countryside 

7.2.9 Policy S5 has not changed significantly since 2012 and is broadly neutral in terms of the 

SA Objectives with positive impacts likely in relation to the majority of the social objectives 

such as reducing rural isolation, affordable housing, and improving public transport.  It is 

also likely to result in a minor positive impact in respect of protecting the landscape 

character (Objective 14).  Minor changes to the wording of the policy in July 2013 led to a 

revised assessment for Objectives 7 and 10 to reflect the improved protections for 

landscape, biodiversity and natural resources. 

D1 Design Quality and Built Environment 

7.2.10 Policy D1 is predicted to have a broadly neutral impact with some positive impacts relating 

to accessibility to services (Objective 1), reducing rural isolation (Objective 4), access to 

public transport and promotion of sustainable transport (Objective 5), protection of the 

local townscape (Objective 6) and protection of biodiversity (Objective 7). 

D2 Climate Change and Environmental Impact of New Development 

7.2.11 This policy includes reference to the protection of water resources and that development 

will be expected to move towards zero carbon build standards.  It has a broadly positive 

impact, with major positive benefits arising from the reduction of greenhouse gases and 

natural resource consumption.  It is also likely to result in moderate positive scores for 

accessibility, providing alternative means of working to reduce car travel and water 

resources (Objectives 1, 5 and 8, respectively).  Inclusion in the July 2013 policy revisions 

of the need to incorporate Green Infrastructure to enhance habitats led to an increased 

positive assessment for protecting biodiversity (Objective 7). 

D3 Conservation and Heritage Assets 

7.2.12 The policy refers to both designated and non-designated heritage assets and is broadly 

neutral with positive impacts associated with heritage assets (Objective 6) and 

maintaining the countryside and landscape (Objective 14).  It is also likely to have a 

moderate positive effect on land use (Objective 10). 

D4 Renewable and Low Carbon Energy Generation 

7.2.13 The policy is broadly neutral with some positive impacts relating to protecting local 

townscape and heritage and biodiversity, and reducing natural resource consumption.  

The policy includes a measure to ensure that any renewable or low carbon energy 

projects will not individually or cumulatively have an impact on the landscape.  The policy 

also delegates the decisions for onshore wind energy to the Neighbourhood Plans to 

ensure that community acceptance and appropriate locations are identified, and that 

relevant natural environment receptors are protected through the existing plan policies.  

This policy also contains protection to high quality agricultural land in order to avoid 

excessive and inappropriate loss of natural resources. 
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D5 Flood Risk and Coastal Management 

7.2.14 This policy is broadly neutral with a major positive impact associated with reducing flood 

risk (Objective 9), a moderate positive impact in connection with protecting water 

resources (Objective 8) and a minor positive impact on promoting healthier lifestyles and 

protecting biodiversity (Objective 3 and 7). 

D6 Advertisements 

7.2.15 This policy sets out the requirements to be met by advertisements.  It is a predominantly 

neutral policy in terms of the sustainability objectives, although the requirement for 

advertisements to respect the scale and character of a building is likely to result in a minor 

positive impact on townscape (Objective 6). 

E1 Employment 

7.2.16 Policy E1 is broadly neutral with moderate positive impacts related to strengthening the 

local economy (Objective 15) and supporting employment diversity (Objective 17).  It is 

also likely to result in minor positive impacts on townscape (Objective 6), biodiversity 

(Objective 7) and landscape (Objective 14). 

E2 Retail Provision 

7.2.17 This policy has a broadly neutral impact with a negative impact relating to greenhouse gas 

emissions (Objective 11).  It should result in a minor positive impact on accessibility 

(Objective 1), townscape (Objective 6), natural resource consumption (Objective 13), local 

economy (Objective 15) and employment diversity (Objective 17). 

E3 Community Services and Facilities 

7.2.18 This policy is predominantly neutral in impact, with moderate positive impacts associated 

with accessibility and reducing rural isolation (Objectives 1 and 4, respectively).  It is also 

likely to result in a minor positive impact in relation to public transport and sustainable 

tourism (Objectives 5 and 16). 

E4 Agriculture and Rural Diversification 

7.2.19 Policy E4 was amended during the July 2013 revisions to include protections for wildlife 

and habitats from permitted development.  Overall the policy is broadly neutral with some 

minor positive impacts associated with a number of the environmental objectives such as 

townscape (Objective 6) and biodiversity (Objective 7).  It also received a moderate 

positive score in relation to impacts on strengthening the local economy (Objective 15) 

and a minor positive score for employment diversity (Objective 17). 

E5 Tourism 

7.2.20 The policy is predominantly positive, with no significant negative impacts.  It is likely to 

have a major positive impact in relation to sustainable tourism (Objective 16) as it is 

aiming to develop and improve the existing situation.  Wording has been included to 

ensure that the natural environment is not impacted by any tourism development.  This is 
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likely to result in a minor positive in relation to Objective 7 in comparison to the neutral 

assessment made during the 2012 SA.  Minor amendments to the policy made in July 

2013 strengthen the protection of habitats and wildlife against adverse impact. 

E6 Skills, Training and Education 

7.2.21 Policy E6 has a neutral impact for the majority of the SA Objectives, apart from 

strengthening the local economy and supporting employment diversity where it is likely to 

result in a minor and moderate positive impact respectively (Objective 15 and 17). 

H1 Affordable Housing 

7.2.22 The policy will have a predominantly neutral impact for the majority of the SA objectives, 

with positive effects associated with accessibility and reducing rural isolation (Objectives 1 

and 4, respectively).  It is likely to result in a major positive impact in relation to affordable 

housing (Objective 2). 

H2 Housing Mix 

7.2.23 This policy is likely to have a predominantly neutral impact for the majority of objectives, 

with positive effects associated with affordable housing (Objective 2) and reducing rural 

isolation (Objective 4). 

H3 Accommodation for ‘Specialist’ Needs 

7.2.24 This policy is likely to have a predominately neutral impact for the majority of objectives, 

with positive impacts with regards to accessibility (Objective 1), health and wellbeing 

(Objective 4), protecting local townscape (Objective 6) and landscape (Objective 14). 

H4 Effective Use of Land 

7.2.25 The policy is predominantly positive, with the main benefit being associated with ensuring 

efficient land use (Objective 10).  Minor positive scores were recorded in a number of 

areas such as air quality, natural resources, enhancing the landscape and biodiversity.  

Following implementation of recommendations from the 2012 SA, it is likely the policy will 

have moderate positive effects in relation to accessibility and maintaining landscape 

character.  Further updates to the policy made in July 2013 provide additional protections 

for biodiversity, landscape and heritage features although they did not lead to altered 

assessments against the respective objectives. 

H5 Rural Exception Schemes 

7.2.26 The policy is broadly positive, with a minor negative effect in relation to reducing rural 

isolation (Objective 4) – whilst the policy is socially inclusive it has the potential to lead to 

a degree of social exclusion.  However this issue is addressed in Policy T1.  The greatest 

positive impact is likely to be in relation to the delivery of affordable housing (Objective 2).  

Recommendations to the policy made in 2012 have resulted in an increase in the positive 

effect for reducing rural isolation. 
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H6 Provision for Travellers 

7.2.27 The policy is broadly neutral in terms of impacts against the sustainability objectives, with 

positive impacts likely in relation to accessibility (Objective 1), affordable housing 

(Objective 2), public transport (Objective 5) and protecting townscape (Objective 6), water 

resources (Objective 8), air quality (Objective 12), biodiversity (Objective 7) and 

landscape (Objective 14). 

H7 Agricultural and Essential Workers Accommodations 

7.2.28 The policy has not changed and has a largely neutral impact with minor positive effects in 

relation to affordable housing (Objective 2), reducing rural isolation (Objective 4), 

improving public transport (Objective 5) and employment diversity (Objective 17).  It also 

receives minor positive scores for the majority of environmental objectives. This policy has 

not changed following the most recent (July 2013) amendment. 

H8 Provision for Houseboats 

7.2.29 The policy is broadly positive, although the impacts are only minor.  This is in keeping with 

the specific nature of the policy.  The approach to managing houseboat developments is 

likely to result in minor positive impacts in terms of affordable housing (Objective 1), 

townscape (Objective 6), biodiversity (Objective 7), water resources (Objective 8), air 

quality (Objective 12) and landscape (Objective 14). 

N1 Green Infrastructure Network 

7.2.30 The policy is broadly positive; with a minor negative impact on the land use objective 

(Objective 10) (whilst this policy is beneficial it does not necessarily represent the most 

locally efficient use of land in terms of development).  This policy will have a major positive 

impact in relation to accessibility (Objective 1). 

N2 Nature Environment and Biodiversity 

7.2.31 The policy is broadly neutral in terms of impact against the objectives.  Positive impacts 

are likely in relation to health and wellbeing (Objective 2), flood risk (Objective 9), land use 

(Objective 10) and sustainable tourism (Objective 16).  Moderate positive impacts are 

likely in relation to protecting the countryside/landscape (Objective 14) and a major 

positive impact on protecting biodiversity (Objective 7). 

N3 Open Space, Sport and Leisure 

7.2.32 The majority of the impacts associated with this policy are neutral, with a moderate 

positive impact on accessibility (Objective 1) and health and wellbeing (Objective 3). 

T1 Sustainable Transport 

7.2.33 The majority of predicted impacts associated with this policy are positive and a number, 

such as accessibility (Objective 1), rural isolation (Objective 4) and public transport 

(Objective 5) are projected to be moderate in scale. 
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T2 Accessibility 

7.2.34 The policy is broadly positive, likely to have a major positive impact on maintaining and 

improving accessibility to services and facilities (Objective 1).  It is also likely to have a 

moderate positive impact on objectives for public transport (Objective 5), air quality 

(Objective 12) and greenhouse gases (Objective 11).  This policy was amended in July 

2013 to reflect the need for developments to improve accessibility to the countryside and 

natural environment, and enhance/protect Public Rights of Way.  The assessment of 

promoting healthier lifestyles (Objective 3) has therefore been amended positively to 

reflect this. 

I1 Infrastructure and Services 

7.2.35 The policy is predicted to have broadly positive effects, with a major positive impact in 

maintaining and improving public transport (Objective 5) and moderate positive impacts in 

accessibility (Objective 1) and reducing rural isolation (Objective 4). 

I2 Health and Wellbeing  

7.2.36 This policy outlines the aims of MDC to improve the District’s health and wellbeing. It is 

likely to result in a minor positive impact on accessibility (Objective 1) as it will ensure that 

accessibility to services is maintained.  It is also likely to result in a major positive impact 

against the promotion of healthier lifestyles (Objective 3). 
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 Sites Assessment 8

8.1 Residential Sites Assessment 

8.1.1 During the development of Policy S2 a range of alternative residential sites were identified 

at the Examination in Public stage in 2016.  These have been assessed against the 

sustainability objectives in line with the approach identified in Section 2.  The sites are 

listed in Appendix C with the detailed site assessments presented in in Table S1 to Table 

S54 in Appendix D.  The assessment conclusions are presented in Table 8.1; the key for 

the table is shown in Table 2.3. 

8.2 Employment Sites Assessment 

8.2.1 During the development of Policy E1 two additional employment sites were identified at 

the Examination in Public stage in 2016.  These have been assessed against the 

sustainability objectives in line with the approach identified in Section 2.  The sites are 

listed in Appendix C with the detailed site assessments presented in in Table S55 to 

Table S56 in Appendix D.  The assessment conclusions are presented in Table 8.2; the 

key for the table is shown in Table 2.3. 

8.3 Summary 

8.3.1 Due to the conflicting intentions and aspirations prevalent amongst sustainable aims, 

none of the alternative residential sites provided an achievement of all objectives.  

However, many provide achievement of some of the social objectives without significant 

adverse consequences on environmental objectives.  Overall, only Sites S6, S7, S28, 

S29, S37, S45, and S48 result in significant or potentially significant impacts and notable 

failure of sustainability objectives.  In those cases, negative impacts could be minimised or 

mitigated for, except where this related to location impacts.  These tended to result in 

greater dependency on personal transportation or limited availability of community 

services and other facilities. 

8.3.2 Due to the conflicting intentions and aspirations prevalent amongst sustainability 

objectives, neither of the two additional employment sites result in the achievement of all 

sustainability objectives.  However, both additional sites provide good levels of 

employment land that when developed would contribute to local employment and 

indirectly strengthening the community.  Neither site has direct access to public transport, 

but both are located fairly closely to moderate sized settlements, and this conflict is 

markedly opposite to the rural provision and supporting rural populations of other 

objectives.  Neither site has significant or notable impacts on environmental objectives 

with the exception of transport related impacts which are minor in scale. 
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Table 8.1 Summary of Alternative Site Assessment 

Site 
SA Objectives 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

S1 
RE1: West of Maldon (Hall 

Farm) 
0 ++ - + - -- 0 0 0 - - - - - 0 0 0 

S2 RE2: North of Scraley Road 0 ++ + + 0 0 0 0 0 - 0 0 - - 0 0 0 

S3 
RE3: East of Burnham-on-

Crouch 
0 ++ + + - 0 0 0 0 - - - - - 0 0 0 

S4 

Land at South of St 

Lawrence Drive, St 

Lawrence 

- + 0 + - 0 -- 0 - - - - - -- 0 0 0 

S5 
South of The Street, 

Latchingdon 
0 0 + - -- -- 0 0 0 - -- -- - 0 + 0 + 

S6 
Land West of Nipsells 

Chase, Mayland 
- 0 - - -- 0 --- 0 0 - -- -- - -- 0 0 0 

S7 

Former All Saints Primary 

School, London Road, 

Maldon 

++ + 0 0 + --- 0 0 0 0 + + 0 -- 0 0 0 

S8 Site at edge of Langford - 0 0 + - -- 0 0 0 - - - - - 0 0 0 

S9 Oval Park, Langford -- - - 0 -- - - 0 0 0 -- -- 0 - - 0 - 

S10 
Primrose Meadow, Mundon 

Road, Maldon 
0 + 0 + + 0 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 ++ 0 + 

S11 North Fambridge extension 0 0 0 0 - 0 -- -- 0 - - - - - 0 0 0 

S12 London Road, Maldon + + -- + 0 - - 0 0 - 0 0 - - 0 0 0 

S13 St Peter’s Hospital  0 ++ - + ++ -- 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 - -- 0 -- 

S14 
Pippins Road, East of 

Burnham 
0 ++ + + - 0 0 0 0 - - - - - 0 0 0 

S15 
Land to the East of Wood 

Lane, Heybridge 
++ + ++ + + 0 0 0 0 - 0 0 - 0 0 0 0 
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Site 
SA Objectives 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

S16 

Land adjacent to Panorma, 

Barnhall Road, Tolleshunt 

Knights 

-- + - -- -- 0 0 0 0 - - - - - 0 0 0 

S17 

Land adjacent to Higham, 

Barnhall Road, Tolleshunt 

Knights 

-- 0 -- -- -- 0 0 0 0 - - - - - 0 0 0 

S18 The Street, Latchingdon - 0 0 0 -- 0 0 0 0 - -- -- - - 0 0 0 

S19 
Land to the South of 

Button’s Hill, Althorne 
- - 0 0 -- 0 - 0 0 - -- -- - - 0 0 0 

S20 
North Maldon Growers Ltd, 

Goldhanger 
-- 0 - 0 - 0 - 0 0 0 - - 0 - - 0 - 

S21 
Seabrook Ltd, Chapel Road, 

Tolleshunt D’Arcy 
-- 0 - 0 - 0 0 0 0 - - - - - 0 0 0 

S22 
Tollesbury Road, Tolleshunt 

D’Arcy 
-- 0 - 0 - 0 0 0 0 - - - - - 0 0 0 

S23 
Burnham Road, 

Latchingdon 
- 0 0 + -- 0 0 0 0 - -- -- - - 0 0 0 

S24 Blind Lane, Goldhanger -- 0 - 0 - 0 0 0 0 - - - - - 0 0 0 

S25 Stow Maries Garage - - - 0 - 0 0 0 0 0 - - 0 - - 0 - 

S26 
The Old Dairy, Broad Street 

Green 
-- - - - - 0 - 0 0 - - - - - - 0 - 

S27 Willow Grange, Latchingdon - 0 - + -- 0 0 0 0 - - - - - 0 0 0 

S28 
Leigh Industrial Estate, 

Heybridge 
+ + -- + 0 0 -- 0 - 0 0 0 0 0 --- 0 -- 

S29 
Land North of Althorne 

Station 
--- --- -- - -- 0 -- 0 0 - --- --- - -- 0 0 0 

S30 
Land adjacent to Vicarage 

Court, Southminster 
+ + + + 0 0 0 0 0 - 0 0 - - 0 0 0 
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Site 
SA Objectives 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

S31 
Land North of Fambridge 

Road, Althorne 
- 0 0 + - -- -- 0 0 - - - - -- 0 0 0 

S32 
Land to the South of Church 

Hill, Purleigh 
- 0 - + - -- 0 0 0 - - - - - 0 0 0 

S33 
Land off East End Road at 

Bradwell-on-Sea 
-- + - - -- - - 0 0 - -- -- - - 0 0 0 

S34 Land at Wickham Bishops + 0 0 + - 0 -- 0 0 - - - - - 0 0 0 

S35 Nipsells Farm, Mayland - 0 - - -- 0 -- 0 0 - -- -- - -- 0 0 0 

S36 

Land to the North of 

Burnham-on-Crouch (West 

and East) 

+ ++ + + - 0 0 0 -- - - - - - ++ 0 ++ 

S37 
Sadds Wharf, Station Road, 

Maldon 
+ + -- + 0 0 --- 0 -- 0 0 0 0 + - 0 - 

S38 
Land north of Woodrolfe  

Road, Tollesbury 
- + + + - 0 -- 0 - - - - - - 0 0 0 

S39 
Land at Blackthorn Way, 

Tolleshunt Knights 
0 0 + + 0 0 0 0 0 - 0 0 - - 0 0 0 

S40 
Land at Mill Field, Hall Road, 

Great Totham 
- + 0 + - - - --- 0 - -- -- - - 0 0 0 

S41 
Treelawn Nursery, Rudley 

Green, Purleigh 
-- 0 - - - 0 - 0 0 0 -- -- 0 - - 0 - 

S42 
Timber Yard, Heybridge 

Basin, Heybridge 
- + 0 + -- 0 -- 0 -- 0 -- -- 0 - - 0 - 

S43 
South of Hall Road, 

Heybridge 
0 0 + 0 + -- -- 0 -- 0 0 0 0 - + 0 + 

S44 Wycke Hill North 0 ++ + + - 0 - 0 0 - - - - - + 0 + 

S45 
Land at Belvedere Road, 

Burnham-on-Crouch 
0 ++ -- + - -- --- 0 --- - - - - --- + -- + 

S46 North Fambridge -- + - + - 0 -- 0 0 - - - - - 0 0 0 
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Site 
SA Objectives 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

S47 Site in Woodham Mortimer - + -- 0 - -- - 0 0 - - - - -- - - - 

S48 
Mayfair Industrial Estate, 

Latchingdon 
0 0 - 0 - 0 -- 0 --- - -- -- - -- + 0 + 

S49 Maldon Hall Farm Site 0 ++ - + - -- 0 0 0 - - - - - 0 0 0 

S50 
Drinkwater Farm, Maldon 

Road, Bradwell-on-Sea 
-- 0 - - -- - 0 0 0 - -- -- - - + 0 + 

S51 
Land off North End, 

Southminster 
+ + 0 + -- -- 0 0 0 - - - - - 0 0 0 

S52 
Land off Southminster 

Road, Burnham-on-Crouch 
- + 0 - -- 0 - 0 0 - - - - -- 0 0 0 

S53 

Land East of Broad Street 

Green Road and North of 

Lofts Farm Drive, Heybridge 

- + 0 + - 0 0 0 0 - - - - -- + 0 + 

S54 
Land West of Burnham-on-

Crouch 
0 + + + - 0 0 0 0 - - - - - + 0 + 

 

 

Table 8.2 Summary of Additional Employment Sites Assessment 

Site 
SA Objectives 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

ES1 
Commodity Centre, Braxted 

Road, Great Braxted 
- 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 - - - - - ++ 0 ++ 

ES2 

Great Hayes Business 

Centre, Lower Burnham 

Road, Stow Maries 

- 0 - + - 0 0 0 0 - - - - - ++ 0 ++ 
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 Habitats Regulations Assessment 9

9.1 Introduction 

9.1.1 The need for the Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) arises from the EC Habitats 

Directive (92/43/EEC) and its implementation in the UK under the Conservation of Habitat 

and Species Regulations 2010 (as amended) (previously the Conservation (Natural 

Habitats &c.) Regulations 1994 (as amended).  Under Regulation 61 (1), HRA is required 

for a plan or project which, either alone or in combination with other plans or projects, is 

likely15 to have a significant effect16 on the integrity of an international site17 and which is 

not directly connected with the management of the site. 

9.1.2 HRA is typically considered to be a risk-based assessment for spatial plans, drawing on 

available information, although for site specific assessments it can be evidence based.  

The Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) has produced draft 

guidance on carrying out Appropriate Assessment for the protection of International Sites 

for Regional Planning Bodies and Local Planning Authorities (DCLG, 2006).  It addresses 

determining the need for an Appropriate Assessment for a given plan and the provision of 

an assessment, if one is required.  The documents ‘Planning for the Protection of 

European Sites: Appropriate Assessment’ (DCLG, 2006) and ‘The Assessment of 

Regional Spatial Strategies under the Provisions of the Habitats Regulations – Draft 

Guidance’ (English Nature, 2006) also provide a cohesive source of guidance for 

assessments, as do the RSPB publication ‘The Appropriate Assessment of Land Use 

Plans in England’ (2007), and guidance for competent authorities (Tyldesley and Hoskin 

2008; David Tyldesley and Associates 2010). 

9.1.3 The general process of undertaking a HRA is iterative, alongside and informing policy 

development, and accords with Figure 9.1.  Initially an assessment is undertaken of 

whether the policies and land allocations from a Core Strategy have the potential to have 

a Likely Significant Effect (LSE), either alone or in-combination, upon the relevant sites.  

Those policies that can be scoped out of the further assessment stages can be 

considered suitable for inclusion in the development plan. 

9.1.4 Where more detailed review of policies is required their potential impacts on the integrity 

of the international sites are assessed against information gathered on the condition of the 

site, and any further information concerning the likely impact.  Where it cannot be 

concluded that the policies will not have an adverse impact on the sites then mitigation or 

avoidance measures must be developed. 

                                                      
15 Case law has interpreted the test of ‘likelihood’ as meaning that there may be (as opposed to is likely to be) a significant effect. In the 
Waddenzee case (C-127/02) the European Court of Justice ruled that a project should be subject to appropriate assessment “if it cannot 
be excluded, on the basis of objective information, that it will have a significant effect on the site”.  This reinforces the need to take a 
precautionary approach when effects are not certain. 
16

 Effects must be considered ‘significant’ where they could undermine the specific site’s conservation objectives. “The competent 
authority should not be swayed by the notion that the likely significance of any effect … is necessarily related to the proportion or size of 
area affected. It is the potential effect on the ecological functioning of the site that is relevant” (David Tyldesley and Associates 2010). 
17 

Special Areas of Conservation (SAC), designated under the Habitats Directive, and Special Protection Areas (SPA) designated under 
the Birds Directive, form part of the EU-wide Natura 2000 network.  The UK National Planning Policy Framework confirms that ‘Ramsar 
sites’, designated under the Ramsar Convention (The Convention on Wetlands of International Importance, especially as Waterfowl 
Habitat), and sites in the process of being designated, should be subject to the same provisions. 
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Figure 9.1 The Habitats Regulations Assessment Process 

 
 

9.1.5 Where mitigation or preventative measures cannot be established, and if a policy lacks a 

viable alternative, it is necessary to consider whether the policy is required.  Only where a 

particular policy (identified to have the potential for a significant adverse effect) is justified 

by ‘imperative reasons of overriding public interest (IROPI), and there is no alternative 

solution, can consideration be given to progressing it.  The relevant Government 

department must be consulted with through this process, and must confirm that IROPI 

prevails, as well as there being no possible mitigation measures or alternatives solutions 

that would negate the adverse effects on the site. 

9.2 Identification of International Sites 

9.2.1 The following internationally designated sites are present within Maldon District boundary 

or within 20km of the District: 

 Abberton Reservoir SPA and Ramsar; 

 Blackwater Estuary SPA and Ramsar; 

 Benfleet and Southend Marshes SPA and Ramsar; 

 Colne Estuary SPA and Ramsar; 

 Crouch and Roach Estuaries SPA and Ramsar; 

 Dengie SPA and Ramsar site; 

 Essex Estuaries SAC; 

 Foulness SPA and Ramsar; 

 Outer Thames Estuary SPA; and 

 Thames Estuary and Marshes SPA and Ramsar. 
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Scoped-Out Sites 

9.2.2 The screening assessment scoped out the following sites from further assessment: 

 Foulness SPA and Ramsar; 

 Abberton Reservoir SPA and Ramsar; 

 Benfleet and Southend Marshes SPA and Ramsar; 

 Thames Estuary and Marshes SPA and Ramsar; and 

 Outer Thames Estuary SPA. 

9.2.3 Benfleet and Southend Marshes, Thames Estuary and Marshes, and the Outer Thames 

Estuary were all scoped out due to the distance from these international sites to the 

District and the lack of pathway from which an impact could arise.  It was considered that 

these sites were unlikely to be affected by recreational disturbance or any other impact 

considered possible as a result of the policies in the previous CS.  This conclusion 

remains for the LDP policies and therefore these sites remain scoped out of further 

assessment. 

9.2.4 Foulness SPA and Ramsar site is located approximately 320m south of the District 

boundary, on the southern side of the Crouch Estuary.  The main type of impact that was 

considered to arise from the policies within the CS was that of recreational disturbance as 

a result of additional people living within the District.  However, given the distance 

required to travel to reach the site and that much of it is owned by the Ministry of Defence 

(MoD) and not open access to the public, it was considered that this site would not be 

affected by policies and was scoped out of further assessment.  This conclusion remains 

valid for the assessment for the LDP. 

9.2.5 Abberton Reservoir SPA and Ramsar site is located approximately 2.3km north of the 

District boundary.  During the previous screening assessment, consultation with Natural 

England was undertaken which indicated that the increase in visitor numbers from 

development in the District was not significant enough to the site to have an effect on 

condition of the international site.  Therefore this site was scoped out of further 

assessment. 

9.3 Potential impacts 

9.3.1 Plans or projects can adversely affect the integrity of a site by: 

 Causing delays in progress towards achieving the conservation objectives of the site; 

 Interrupting progress towards achieving the conservation objectives of the site; 

 Disrupting those factors that help to maintain the favourable conditions of the site; 

and 

 Interfering with the balance, distribution and density of key species that are the 

indicators of the favourable condition of the site. 
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9.3.2 The following impacts are considered possible as a result of implementing the LDP, and 

could lead to a potential significant effect on the International sites. 

 Physical damage: 

o Siltation; 

o Changes in surface and groundwater flows; and 

o Removal/ smothering or damage to habitats. 

 Disturbance: 

o Noise;  

o Visual; 

o Introduction of microbial pathogens; and 

o Introduction of non-native species. 

 Contamination: 

o Introduction of non-synthetic and/or synthetic compounds; 

o Changes in nutrient or organic loading; and 

o Changes in turbidity. 

9.4 Screening Assessment 

9.4.1 Throughout the SA of the LDP policies the impact on international sites has been 

considered in relation to SA Objective 7 (to protect and enhance biodiversity and 

important wildlife habitat) and also in its own right.  A screening assessment was 

undertaken of each of the policies against the international sites (and their features) to 

determine if likely significant effects as a result of the impacts detailed above were likely.  

The assessment is largely based on the conservation objectives of the sites.  Table 9.1 

summarises this process, and the potential for a likely significant effect in the table is 

represented in Table 9.2. 

Table 9.1 The Potential for Likely Significant Effect 

- The policy will have a likely significant effect on the international site 

0 There is the potential for the policy to have a likely significant effect on the international site, 

depending upon its implementation 

+ The policy will not have a likely significant effect on the international site 

 

9.4.2 For this assessment, each policy was considered on its own, without the influence of other 

policies (unless direct reference was made to other policies in the wording), although in 

reality the LDP will be considered as a whole.  This is a precautionary approach intended 

as a thorough means of addressing issues relating to the international sites which may 

arise through the LDP policies. 

 



 

08 March 2017 MALDON LDP POST EXAMINATION SA REPORT I&B9X1918R013F0.7 56  

 

Table 9.2 Identification of Potential Policy Impacts per Site 

Potential 

Impact 

Policy 

S1 S2 S3 S4 S5 S6 S7 S8 D1 D2 D3 D4 D5 E1 E2 E3 E5 E6 H1 H2 H3 H4 H5 H6 H7 H8 N1 N2 N3 T1 T2 I1 I2 

Blackwater Estuary SPA and Ramsar 

Physical 

damage 

+ ? + 0 + + 0 0 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 0 + + + + + + + 0 

Disturbance + ? + ? + + 0 0 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 0 + 0 + + + + + 0 

Contamination + ? + 0 + + 0 0 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 0 

Colne Estuary SPA and Ramsar 

Physical 

damage 

+ + + 0 + + 0 0 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 0 

Disturbance + + + 0 + + 0 0 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 0 + + + + + 0 

Contamination + + + 0 + + 0 0 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 0 

Crouch and Roach Estuaries SPA and Ramsar 

Physical 

damage 

+ ? + 0 + + 0 0 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 0 + + + + + + + 0 

Disturbance + ? + 0 + + 0 0 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 0 + 0 + + + + + 0 

Contamination + ? + 0 + + 0 0 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 0 

Dengie SPA and Ramsar 

Physical 

damage 

+ + + 0 + + 0 0 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 0 + + + + + + + 0 

Disturbance + + + 0 + + 0 0 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 0 + 0 + + + + + 0 

Contamination + + + 0 + + 0 0 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 0 

Essex Estuaries SAC 

Physical 

damage 

+ 0 + 0 + + 0 0 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 0 + + + + + + + 0 

Disturbance + + + 0 + + 0 0 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 0 + 0 + + + + + 0 

Contamination + 0 + 0 + + 0 0 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 0 
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9.4.3 As can be seen from Table 9.2, the majority of the LDP policies were considered unlikely 

to have a significant effect on the condition of the international sites.  These LDP policies 

typically included reference to protecting the District’s environment or ecology, which was 

considered to include the international sites.  However, a number of policies were 

considered to have the potential for a likely significant effect and this potential is 

discussed in more detail in the following sections. 

Policy S2 

9.4.4 The proposed allocations are located around existing settlements and therefore will not 

encroach on the international sites and directly affect them.  However, there is the 

potential that increased development could put pressure on existing water resources and 

quality which may in turn affect the condition of the Blackwater Estuary and the Crouch 

and Roach sites.  In addition, there is the potential for disturbance issues as a result of the 

increased population visiting nearby areas such as the estuaries. 

9.4.5 The majority of the housing allocation is to the south and west of Maldon and to the north 

of Heybridge, and to the north and west of Burnham-on-Crouch.  By placing housing away 

from the international sites, with existing urban areas between these sites and the 

European sites, and given the levels of disturbance already arising from the towns, it is 

unlikely that additional properties will result in any significant direct or indirect disturbance 

to the SPA / Ramsar sites from day to day recreation (e.g. dog walking).  In addition, the 

policy provides for the creation of open space which will provide alternative recreational 

areas for members of the public, which may serve to ‘dilute’ visitor numbers in any given 

area of open / green space and therefore not significantly increase visitor pressure on 

international sites.  With regard to Maldon town, the Blackwater SPA / Ramsar boundary 

extends to the edge of the town, and due to high levels of existing disturbance from 

recreation and traffic it is considered unlikely that any key roosting sites are present in this 

area. 

9.4.6 Any additional discharge consents required for effluent will be managed in compliance 

with the Water Framework Directive (WFD) and as such will take account of any potential 

impacts to the international sites.  In addition, applications for discharge consents which 

affect international sites are sent to Natural England by the Environment Agency for 

approval.  This process ensures that no consents are granted if an impact on an 

international site is anticipated.  The overall condition of the water bodies is also 

monitored under the WFD, preventing resource related issues.  Consequently, it is 

considered that the implementation of this policy is unlikely to impact on the achievement 

of the conservation objectives of the international sites and is not likely to have a 

significant effect on any of the features of these sites. 

Policy S4 Maldon and Heybridge Garden Suburbs 

9.4.7 This policy sets out the requirements for the garden suburbs at Maldon and Heybridge.  

Although these developments are located around existing settlements and therefore will 

not encroach on the international sites and therefore unlikely to directly affect them, there 

is the potential for direct and indirect disturbance issues as a result of the increased 

population visiting nearby areas such as the estuaries.  The policy has specific measures 
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in place which will ensure that water quality issues do not arise as a result of the garden 

suburbs. 

9.4.8 The Blackwater Estuary designated sites are situated close to the urban areas of Maldon 

and Heybridge.  Consequently, the western portion of the designated site in particular is 

likely to already face a certain level of disturbance from recreational activities such as dog 

walking.  Against this background of activity, it is not anticipated that the additional 

housing allocations in this area will result in adverse impacts on the designated site, given 

the provision is separated from the site by the existing urban area.  In addition, the policy 

includes provision for the creation of green infrastructure away from the designated site, 

which will provide alternative recreational areas for members of the public, reducing visitor 

pressures on the international sites.  With regard to Maldon town, the Blackwater 

SPA/Ramsar boundary extends to the edge of the town, and due to existing high levels of 

disturbance from recreation and traffic is it considered unlikely that any key roosting sites 

are present in this area.  Any activity by features of the sites (e.g. birds) is likely to be 

responsive to this development. 

9.4.9 Comments received from Natural England during consultation on the draft LDP identified 

the need for upgrades to the existing sewerage network particularly in relation to 

developments south of Maldon.  Policy S4 was subsequently amended to provide the 

appropriate avoidance response. 

9.4.10 The policy includes the outer relief road between Broad Street Green Road and Langford 

Road (to the north of Heybridge), which would draw traffic further away from the 

designated site, hence reduce any potential for a significant impact from disturbance, air 

quality or water quality.  In addition, access and green space provision situated between 

the Maypole Road and Langford Road area north of Heybridge would draw recreational 

(informal) activity to the north and away from the designated site.  Furthermore, the 

requirement for HRA screening as an element of any of the developments’ requirements 

should ensure that no direct or indirect impacts would arise through the relevant 

consultation process with Natural England at a specific development level. 

9.4.11 Consequently, it is considered that the implementation of this policy is not likely to impact 

on the achievement of the conservation objectives of the international sites and is not 

likely to result in a significant effect on any of the features of these sites. 

Policy H7 

9.4.12 The provision of accommodation for agricultural workers has the potential to have a likely 

significant effect on the international sites depending on the location of these 

developments.  The creation of new development could cause damage to habitats if 

located within the international sites, or noise and visual disturbance from the proximity of 

the buildings to the international sites. 

9.4.13 This development is likely to be both small scale in relation to its size and number 

required in the District, and whilst locations are not known at this current time it is 

considered that the predominantly estuarine nature of the international sites is not suitable 

for development due to access, risk of flooding and lack of suitable land.  Also, this 
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development is intended to accommodating small numbers of people, therefore noise and 

visual disturbance would be minimal.  It is therefore considered that this policy is not likely 

to have a significant effect on the international sites. 

Policy N1 

9.4.14 Through the creation of a green infrastructure network in the countryside and along the 

coastline there is the potential that this policy could result in increased numbers of people 

along the estuaries, causing a visual and noise disturbance.  This could put pressure on 

the bird species such as avocet Recurvirostra avosetta, golden plover Pluvialis apricaria, 

dark bellied Brent goose Branta bernicla, bar tailed godwit Limosa lapponica, and ruff 

Philomachus pugnax for which the Blackwater, the Crouch and Roach, and the Dengie 

SPA/Ramsar sites are designated. 

9.4.15 However, it can be reasonably considered that these infrastructure networks are likely to 

be more frequently used in warmer times of the year by both residents and tourists alike 

(with the exception of birdwatchers who are more aware of bird species and less likely to 

cause disturbance), thereby reducing the potential impact on over-wintering bird species, 

the main reason for these sites being internationally designated.  Also, communication 

with Carol Reid (Natural England Conservation Officer), identified that the bird species for 

which the sites are designated do roost away from the SPAs, and the key roost areas are 

located in remote places (largely arable land) that the public do not usually visit. 

9.4.16 The Blackwater Estuary SPA is also designated for breeding little tern Sterna albifrons 

which typically nests on shingle.  The areas typically used by this species for breeding are 

located away from the main developed areas of the District and therefore use of any 

footpath network in these areas are going to be less used. 

Summary 

9.4.17 Although potential likely significant effects have been identified for these three policies, it 

is unlikely that impacts on the features of the international sites would actually arise.  

Noise and visual disturbance is unlikely to be significantly increased by the proposed 

development, as the international sites are predominantly located away from residential 

areas and measures to provide areas of greenspace will provide alternative areas for 

recreation that will reduce or prevent visitor pressures on the designated sites. 

9.4.18 Impacts on water quality and resources will be managed through ensuring compliance 

with the WFD, which will include seeking support from Natural England for any increase to 

discharge limits as a result of increased development. 

9.4.19 In addition, it is considered that the policies in-combination will not have a likely significant 

effect on the international sites, as policies such as N2 seek to protect these sites and 

ensure that they are not affected by development or other impacts which may arise from 

the implementation of the LDP policies. 
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9.5 In-combination Impacts 

9.5.1 The following sections detail other plans which have been considered within this 

screening report to see if in-combination effects could arise from the implementation of the 

LDP and any of the theses plans.  These sections include the district councils which 

surround the District and detail the outcomes of the completed HRAs for their 

development plans. 

Chelmsford Borough Council 

9.5.2 Chelmsford Borough Council has completed a HRA of the Chelmsford Core Strategy and 

Development Control Submission Document (DPD).  This document identified four 

policies with potential to impact the Essex Estuaries SAC and Roach and Crouch SPA.  

The policies relate to housing density, promotion of employment clusters, location of 

business development and industrial and warehouse development.  The assessment 

identified that in-combination impacts could arise as a result of developments 

concentrated in the South Woodham Ferrers area.  These impacts could arise from 

increased demands for land and water based recreation, fly-tipping and general trespass.  

As with the Maldon LDP, the Chelmsford Core Strategy assures consideration is given to 

international sites.  The assessment of Chelmsford’s Core Strategy identifies that 

overarching policies within their plan will protect the international sites from cumulative 

impacts.  The policies within the Chelmsford Core Strategy and Development Control 

Submission Document, combined with those in the Maldon LDP will ensure that proposed 

developments will not affect the integrity of the international sites.  Furthermore policies 

relating to environmental aspects within the Chelmsford Core Strategy provide protection 

against cumulative impacts. 

Colchester Borough Council 

9.5.3 Colchester Borough Council has completed a HRA of their Core Strategy.  The 

assessment identified that the international sites (Abberton Reservoir SPA, Blackwater 

Estuary SPA, Colne Estuary SPA, and Essex Estuaries SAC) could be affected through 

pollution leading to increased nutrient loading and increased demand on water resources, 

and increased non-physical and physical disturbance to the sites through increases in 

housing and tourism facilities.  The assessment rules that nutrient loading and water 

demand would not have a significant impact as water provision would be met through 

strategic planning and licensing (for abstraction and discharge) by Anglian Water.  The 

Core Strategy could therefore have an effect in-combination with the LDP as a result of 

planned tourism and housing developments by both Councils.  However, taking into 

account the text within Maldon’s LDP, with regard to the protection and enhancement of 

the international sites there are not considered to be any in-combination affects 

associated with the international sites. 
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Braintree District Council 

9.5.4 Revisions to the Braintree District Local Plan are currently undergoing consultation.  An 

SA Scoping Report has been prepared but no further SA or HRA reporting is available.  

Overall, it is expected that the changes will reflect past changes, consequently, the 

conclusions presented in paragraphs 8.5.4 and 8.5.5 in the SA Update (Royal 

HaskoningDHV, 2014a) are unchanged.  No significant adverse in-combination effects are 

therefore identified on internationally designated sites. 

9.5.5 Braintree District Council’s HRA concluded that the effects of a population increase 

through increased development, (for instance through climate change, water quality and 

increase of recreational visits to the international sites) in the adjoining authorities of 

Maldon, Tendring, Chelmsford, and Colchester on the Colne Estuary SPA/Ramsar, 

Blackwater Estuary SPA/Ramsar, and Essex Estuaries SAC could, in combination with 

increase in population of Braintree District, result in a likely significant effect on these 

international sites.  However, the majority of these effects can be avoided and mitigated 

through policies in the Core Strategy and Development Management DPD, informed by 

evidence gathered through monitoring and surveying of the sites. 

9.5.6 It is considered that the text with Maldon’s LDP, which seeks to protect the international 

sites from impacts arising from development, should ensure that in-combination effects 

with development within Braintree do not arise. 

Rochford Borough Council 

9.5.7 The HRA found that the Core Strategy had the potential for likely significant effects both 

alone and in-combination on international sites through increased disturbance, increased 

atmospheric pollution and reduced water levels and quality.  The assessment considered 

that the mitigation provided by the Core Strategy would be sufficient to avoid likely 

significant effects as a result of increased disturbance and increased atmospheric 

pollution.  However, the assessment could not conclude with certainty that the level of 

development proposed in the Core Strategy and surrounding areas will not have likely 

significant in-combination effects on international sites via reduced water quality and 

increased water resource demand. 

9.5.8 The assessment made a number of recommendations to address these uncertainties and 

mitigate the potential likely significant effects. These measures combined with the fact that 

the Maldon District will not have an impact on water quality and water resources means 

that an in-combination effect is considered unlikely. 

Additional Considerations 

9.5.9 The Essex and South Suffolk Shoreline Management Plan (SMP2) will determine how the 

coast will be managed over the next 100 years.  The plan has been produced in draft and 

is currently with Defra for approval under the Habitat Regulations.  The main conclusion of 

the HRA was that there could be a potential likely significant effect on a number of 

International sites as a result of habitat loss.  However, it also concluded that land use 
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plans of the relevant Districts were unlikely to have an in-combination effect with the 

SMP2. 

In-combination Policy Assessment 

9.5.10 It is also important to consider the in-combination effects which may arise from those 

policies which have been assessed as having a potential likely significant effect on the 

integrity of international sites. 

9.5.11 The screening assessment identified that the impacts likely to arise in relation to more 

than one policy were related to disturbance and physical damage as a result of increased 

development.  As previously mentioned, the provision of open space and recreation areas 

implemented as part of S1 will help to reduce and prevent additional disturbance which 

might arise from other policies.  It is therefore anticipated that there will be no in-

combination effect as a result of disturbance to the international sites. 

9.5.12 It is unlikely that any of the policies will result in the direct damage to the international 

sites through implementation of any of the policies.  The housing growth is located away 

from the international sites and development associated with agricultural work is unlikely 

to be located within the designated habitat as these areas are at risk of flooding and 

typically away from access routes. 

9.5.13 In addition, it is considered that the policies in-combination will not impact on the 

achievement of the sites’ conservation objectives and consequently will not result in a 

significant adverse effect on the integrity of the international sites, as policies such as N2 

seek to protect these sites and ensure that there are not affected by development or other 

impacts which may arise from the implementation of the LDP policies. 

9.6 Conclusion 

9.6.1 In summary, it is considered that the Maldon LDP is not likely to have a significant effect 

on any features of the international sites detailed above, either alone or in-combination. 

Although a number of individual policies (S2, S4, H7 and N1) were identified as potentially 

having a likely significant effect, it was determined that at the plan level there would be no 

damage or disturbance to the interest features of the international sites. 
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 Cumulative, Synergistic and Indirect Effects 10

10.1 Introduction 

10.1.1 As required by the SEA Regulations, cumulative, synergistic and indirect effects have also 

been recorded and analysed during the appraisal.  During the original assessment of the 

policies, similarities between the policies and their potential impacts were identified (see 

Section 9 in the Maldon SA Update (Royal HaskoningDHV, 2014a).  This identified where 

a number of policies would have either a cumulative, synergistic or indirect effect on SA 

objectives.  Table 10.1 lists the results of this analysis where the LDP policies could 

interact. 

Table 10.1 Summary of Updated Cumulative, Synergistic and Indirect Effects 

SA Objectives Policies Causes 
Alteration due 

to Update 
Significance 

To maintain and 

improve 

accessibility to 

services and 

facilities for all 

sectors of the 

community. 

S1, S2, S3, 

S4, S5, S6, 

D1, D2, E2, 

E3, E5, H1, 

H3, H6, N1, 

N3, T1, T2, 

I1, I2 

The revisions result in 

similar levels of 

improvements to 

accessibility of the 

District’s communities to 

key services and facilities, 

improved public transport 

links, protecting and 

enhancing the existing 

community facilities, and 

creating green 

infrastructure to  provide 

alternative means of 

accessing services. 

No change to 

the significant 

positive impacts 

overall. 

Significant positive 

effects overall. 

To reduce rural 

isolation and social 

exclusion 

geographically and 

demographically 

through 

encouraging viable 

and vibrant 

communities. 

S1, S8, E3, 

H5, T1, I1 

The revision to I2 only 

incorporated clarifications 

that did not substantially 

alter the provisions and 

beneficial impacts 

previously assessed. 

No change to 

the significant 

positive impacts 

overall. 

Significant positive 

effects likely over 

the longer term as 

development 

proposals and 

infrastructure 

completed, 

providing this is 

done in an 

equitable way 

across the plan 

area and areas of 

deficiency are 

targeted. 
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SA Objectives Policies Causes 
Alteration due 

to Update 
Significance 

To provide and 
maintain an 
adequate level of 
good quality 
affordable housing 
of appropriate size, 
tenure, mix and 
location to meet 
local needs. 

S1, S2, S3, 

S4, S6. D1, 

H1, H2, H5, 

H6, N3, T1, 

I2 

The revisions result in 

similar improvement to the 

quality of living 

environments, with little 

reduction of the standards 

or infrastructure provision 

and provision of good 

quality, affordable housing. 

No change to 

the significant 

and sustained 

positive impacts 

in creating 

quality built and 

natural 

environments. 

Significant and 

sustained effects in 

creating quality built 

and natural 

environments. 

To promote 

healthier lifestyles, 

improve levels of 

health and well-

being 

To protect quality 

and levels of local 

water resources. 

S1, D2, D5 Whilst the cumulative 

effects of realising the 

scale of development set 

out in some of the LDP 

policies (e.g. S2, S4, S5 

and S6) is likely to result in 

an increase in natural 

resource consumption, 

policies encouraging 

sustainable design and 

construction, renewable 

energy generation, the 

protection of natural 

resources and 

environmental quality will 

all contribute to the 

Districts resources. 

No policy 

change. 

Significant positive 

effects overall in 

terms of protecting 

and maintaining 

natural resources. 
To ensure efficient 

use of land and 

protect 

geodiversity, soil 

quality and mineral 

resources. 

To reduce natural 

resource 

consumption 

To minimise the 

risk and hazards of 

flooding by 

adapting to the 

impacts of climate 

change, including 

sea level rise. 

S1, S2, S4, 

S6, D2, D5, 

T1, T2 

The revision to policy S2 

indicates the housing 

provision necessary to 

account for the population 

growth, which indirectly 

(through construction) will 

result in a very small scale 

No change to 

the significant 

positive effects 

overall if the 

policies in 

combination are 

implemented 

Significant positive 

effects overall if the 

policies in 

combination are 

implemented 

effectively. 



 

08 March 2017 MALDON LDP POST EXAMINATION SA 
REPORT 

I&B9X1918R013F0.7 65  

 

SA Objectives Policies Causes 
Alteration due 

to Update 
Significance 

To reduce 

emissions of 

greenhouse gases. 

additional increase in 

greenhouse gases.  

However, this is balanced 

against the existing 

policies seeking to 

minimise emissions 

(through provision of 

improved transport links, 

public transport, green 

infrastructure, sustainable 

design, SuDS, etc) as well 

as those policies 

combating effect in respect 

of vulnerability to the 

effects of climate change. 

effectively. 

To protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
important wildlife 
habitats. 

S1, S5, D1, 

D4, N1, N2, 

N3 

Protection of species and 

habitat through 

comprehensive positives to 

ensure the impact of 

development is minimised 

and new habitats are 

created where possible.  

The creation of a green 

infrastructure network may 

enable species to adapt to 

the effects of climate-

induced habitat change or 

other future pressures.  

Indirect effects may arise 

through a potential 

reduction in overall traffic 

levels in the medium to 

long term where a modal 

shift to more sustainable 

modes takes place. 

No policy 

change. 

Significant positive 

effects in the long 

term if the policies 

are implemented 

effectively over 

time. 
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SA Objectives Policies Causes 
Alteration due 

to Update 
Significance 

To protect and 

enhance the local 

townscape, 

heritage assets and 

their settings. 

S1, S5, S6, 

D1, D3, D4, 

H4 

Protection of sites of 

historical and 

archaeological importance 

through comprehensive 

policies to ensure the 

impact of development is 

minimised.  Policies 

include measures to 

enhance heritage assets in 

the towns, as well as 

remove traffic and 

congestion from these 

areas which will enhance 

settings. 

No policy 

change. 

Significant positive 

effects in the long 

term if the policies 

are implemented 

effectively over 

time. 

To strengthen the 

local economy 

through supporting 

the growth and 

diversification of 

business sectors 

and improving the 

attractiveness of 

the District to 

investment in both 

urban and rural 

areas. 

All policies The LDP policies in their 

entirety combine to provide 

an environment which will 

enable the stimulation of 

economic growth through 

revitalising town centres, 

focusing employment in 

existing centres and 

accessible locations, 

encouraging inward 

investment and supporting 

traditional and new rural 

businesses including 

sustainable tourism.  This 

will also provide increased 

opportunities for 

employment. 

No change to 

the significant 

positive effects 

likely over the 

longer term. 

No change to the 

significant positive 

effects likely over 

the longer term. 

 

10.1.2 This assessment highlights those policies that are expected to result in significant effects 

which should be supported by monitoring measures as appropriate, to ensure that 

beneficial effects are realised where possible. 
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 Mitigation 11

11.1 Introduction 

11.1.1 The term mitigation encompasses any approach which is aimed at preventing, reducing or 

offsetting significant adverse sustainability effects that have been identified.  In practice, a 

range of measures applying one or more of these approaches is likely to be considered in 

mitigating any significant adverse effects predicted as a result of implementing the LDP.  

In addition, it is also important to consider measures aimed at enhancing positive effects.  

All such measures are generally referred to as mitigation measures. 

11.1.2 Mitigation can take a wide range of forms, including: 

 Refining options in order to improve the likelihood of positive effects and to minimise 

adverse effects; 

 Technical measures (such as setting guidelines) to be applied during the 

implementation stage; 

 Identifying issues to be addressed in project Environmental Impact Assessments for 

certain projects or types of projects; 

 Proposals for changing other plans and programmes; and 

 Contingency arrangements for dealing with possible adverse effects. 

11.1.3 However, the emphasis should be in the first instance on proactive avoidance of adverse 

effects.  Only once alternative options or approaches to avoiding an effect have been 

examined should mitigation then examine ways of reducing the scale / importance of the 

effect. 

11.1.4 Suitable mitigation measures have been considered within the assessment of the LDP 

policies.  A number of policies, including S1 (Sustainable Development), S2 (Strategic 

Growth), S3 (Place Shaping), H5 (Rural Exception Schemes), and N1 (Green 

Infrastructure Network), have been improved through the implementation of 

recommendations which have helped to mitigate previous potential impacts on water 

resources, air quality, resource consumption, land use, and reduce the effects of rural 

isolation and social exclusion.  Whilst not considered as mitigation, monitoring of effects 

resulting from the implementation of the plan is addressed in Section 12. 
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 Monitoring 12

12.1.1 The SEA Directive states that ‘member states shall monitor the significant environmental 

effects of the implementation of plans and programmes…..in order, inter alia, to identify at 

an early stage unforeseen adverse effects, and to be able to undertake appropriate 

remedial action’ (Article 10.1).  In addition, the Report should provide information on a 

‘description of the measures envisaged concerning monitoring’ (Annex I (i)) (Stage E). 

12.1.2 SA monitoring will cover significant social, economic and environmental effects and 

involves measuring indicators, which will enable the establishment of a causal link 

between the implementation of the LDP and the impacts (both positive and negative) 

being monitored. 

12.1.3 The SA guidance recommends monitoring is incorporated into each Council’s existing 

monitoring arrangements.  Under Section 35 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase 

Act 2004 and Regulation 48 of the Town and Country Planning Regulations 2004, 

Councils are required to prepare Annual Monitoring Reports (AMRs) to assess the 

implementation of their LDPs.  For monitoring efforts to be optimally effective, it will be 

important that the Councils seek to integrate the monitoring of the significant sustainability 

effects of the LDP with the existing AMR process.  At this stage it is anticipated that SA 

monitoring will take place annually alongside the monitoring of the LDF. 

12.2 Significant Effects of the LDP 

12.2.1 The indicators for monitoring effects against all the SA objectives are listed under the 

relevant objective in the SA Framework set out in Table 5.1.  They were originally 

produced during the original SA process but have been updated during progression of the 

SA process.  The SA identifies that there are significant positive effects arising from the 

LDP which will require monitoring to ensure that they are successfully realised.  Effects 

that are likely to be most significant have been included in the monitoring framework, 

especially where effects are likely to be cumulative, as identified in Table 10.1.  This 

includes monitoring criteria in relation to objectives (water resources, greenhouse gas 

emissions and resource consumption) which did receive some minor negative effects 

during the appraisal but for which it is considered that the LDP as a whole will not impact 

significantly. 

12.2.2 The monitoring criteria and programme presented in Table 12.1 has been confirmed by 

Maldon District Council and will be implemented on adoption of the LDP.  This programme 

has evolved during the SA process, and has been updated and amended where 

necessary in light of the new and changing LDP policies. 
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Table 12.1 – Proposed Monitoring Programme 

Effect to be 

monitored 
Proposed Indicators Target 

Suggested frequency 

of review / analysis of 

monitoring data / 

mitigation 

Responsibility for 

undertaking monitoring 

and identification of 

engagement required 

Effect on 

protecting and 

enhancing the 

local landscape, 

townscape, 

heritage assets 

and their settings 

Number of Listed Buildings, Scheduled 

Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens, 

Registered Historic Battlefields, Ancient 

Woodland and Conservation Areas. 

No decrease in extent or change in setting. 

Source: Historic England 
Annual 

MDC 

Historic England 

Areas of sensitive archaeology and 

associated features identified and protected. 
Increase. Periodically 

MDC 

Historic England 

Historic features on Historic England’s 

‘Heritage at Risk’ register. 

To reduce the number of features at risk during 

the plan period. 

Source: Historic England 

Annual 
MDC 

Historic England 

Proportion of developments which 

demonstrate that they maintain or enhance 

the quality of the countryside, coasts, or 

estuaries, and local landscape character. 

No target identified. Periodically 

MDC 

Historic England Natural 

England 

% and qualitative change in countryside 

character areas by character type 

(Countryside Character Counts). 

Achieve positive trends (Maintained and 

Enhancing). 
Periodically 

MDC 

Natural England 
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Effect to be 

monitored 
Proposed Indicators Target 

Suggested frequency 

of review / analysis of 

monitoring data / 

mitigation 

Responsibility for 

undertaking monitoring 

and identification of 

engagement required 

Effect on 

protecting and 

enhance 

biodiversity and 

important wildlife 

habitats 

Number, area and condition of international, 

national, regional and locally designated 

sites. 

Compliance with Conservation Objectives and 

local management standards. 

Source: Natural England 

Annual 

Natural England 

Local Wildlife Trust, Essex 

County Council 

BAP species and habitats. 
Increase in extent and number. 

Source: Natural England 
Annual Natural England 

% of new developments incorporating 

ecological enhancement measures per year 

(including green and blue infrastructure). 

No target identified. Annual MDC 

Area of ‘ancient woodland’. 
Maintain extent. 

Source: Natural England 
Annual 

MDC 

Natural England 

Area of created intertidal habitat. 
Increase. 

Source: Natural England 
Annual 

MDC 

Natural England 
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Effect to be 

monitored 
Proposed Indicators Target 

Suggested frequency 

of review / analysis of 

monitoring data / 

mitigation 

Responsibility for 

undertaking monitoring 

and identification of 

engagement required 

Effects on 

conserving 

natural resources 

including soils, 

water and 

minerals 

% of watercourse classified as good or fair 

biological and chemical quality. 

Achieve good status or potential in the water 

body (against the Water Framework Directive). 

Source: Environment Agency 

Annual 
MDC 

Environment Agency 

Average domestic water consumption 

(l/head/day). 

Achieving the equivalent of Level 3/4 under the 

Code for Sustainable Homes for water use 

(105litres/capita/day) as a minimum. 

Periodically 
MDC 

Water companies 

% of dwellings built on previously developed 

land not of high environmental value. 

Development opportunities on previously 

developed land will be maximised. 
Periodically MDC 

Area of contaminated land remediated or 

contained during plan period. 
No target identified. Annual MDC 

Proportion of new development in strategic 

growth areas complying with identified 

density standards. 

NPPF states that local planning authorities 

should adopt own approach to housing density 

to reflect local circumstances. 

Annual MDC 

Number and condition of geological 

designations (SSSI and RIGGS). 
n/a Annual 

MDC 

Natural England, local 

geological bodies 

New planning permissions granted on 

known Mineral Safeguarding Areas. 
Zero. Annual 

MDC 

Essex County Council 

Energy consumption per capita. To reduce energy consumption year on year. Annual MDC 

Household, construction and industrial 

waste produced (tonnage). 
Decrease. Annual 

MDC 

Essex County Council 

% of household waste recycled and/or 

composted. 

To recycle or compost at least 40% by 2010, 

45% by 2015 and 50% by 2020. 

Source: UK Waste Strategy, 2007 

Annual 
MDC 

Essex County Council 

% use of recycled aggregates in 

construction. 
Increase. Annual 

MDC 

Essex County Council 
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Effect to be 

monitored 
Proposed Indicators Target 

Suggested frequency 

of review / analysis of 

monitoring data / 

mitigation 

Responsibility for 

undertaking monitoring 

and identification of 

engagement required 

Adaptation to 

the effects of 

climate change 

Extent of Green Infrastructure including 

SuDS and habitat linkages. 
Increase. Annual MDC 

CO2 emissions by sector and per capita. 

To reduce CO2 emissions 80% by 2050 from a 

1990 baseline figure (national target). 

Source: UK Climate Change Act 2008 and 

Department for Business, Energy & Industrial 

Strategy (BEIS) 

Annual MDC (National data) 

Modal Split (% of workforce travelling to 

work by mode). 

To increase the percentage of journeys to work 

by non-car modes. 

Source: Maldon District Council 

Using census data (or 

higher resolution data 

where available) 

MDC 

Number of planning applications approved 

where the Environment Agency has 

sustained an objection on flood risk 

grounds. 

Zero. Periodically 
MDC 

Environment Agency 

% of energy generated from renewable 

sources (by type of scheme). 

Increase in energy from renewable sources 

within new developments. 
Annual MDC 
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Effect to be 

monitored 
Proposed Indicators Target 

Suggested frequency 

of review / analysis of 

monitoring data / 

mitigation 

Responsibility for 

undertaking monitoring 

and identification of 

engagement required 

Effect on 

accessibility 

issues across the 

District 

% of rural residential population within 10km 

of key services (e.g. bank/post office). 

All key services to be within 10km for 90% of 

rural households. 

Source: Countryside Agency (now Natural 

England) 

Annual MDC 

Hectares of accessible green space per 

1,000 people. 

Maintain the current level of provision for 

District parks (1ha per 1000 population). 

Provision for local parks and neighbourhood 

amenity spaces should not drop below existing 

levels. 

Annual MDC 

Number or length of newly created or 

improved public rights of way per year. 
No target identified. Annual MDC 

% of new residential / commercial 

development within 1km of good public 

transport links. 

Actively manage patterns of growth to make 

the fullest possible use of public transport. 

Source: NPPF. 

Annual MDC 

% of buildings accessible for disabled 

people. 
No target identified. Annual MDC 
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Effect to be 

monitored 
Proposed Indicators Target 

Suggested frequency 

of review / analysis of 

monitoring data / 

mitigation 

Responsibility for 

undertaking monitoring 

and identification of 

engagement required 

Effect on tackling 

social and 

geographical  

exclusion and 

improving health 

and wellbeing 

Provision of infrastructure to improve health 

care. 
Increase. Annual MDC 

Crime levels. Decrease. Annual MDC 

Fear of crime. No target identified at this stage. Periodically MDC 

% of people who describe their health as 

good. 
Increase. Annual MDC 

% of people who describe their health as 

poor. 
Decrease. Annual MDC 

Participation in sport and active recreation. 

70% of population participants in 30 minutes 

activity, 5 times a week by 2020. 

Source: The Framework for Sport in England: 

A Vision for 2020 

Annual MDC 

Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) 

rankings. 
Improve. Annual MDC 

Number of active residents groups / 

neighbourhood watch groups etc. 
Increase. Annual MDC 

Percentage of residential properties within 

400m and 800m of public open space / 

coast / public right of way. 

Increase. Periodically MDC 

Retention of rural facilities including village 

shops. 
Maintain and increase. Annual MDC 
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Effect to be 

monitored 
Proposed Indicators Target 

Suggested frequency 

of review / analysis of 

monitoring data / 

mitigation 

Responsibility for 

undertaking monitoring 

and identification of 

engagement required 

Effect on the 

local economy 

in the District 

and providing 

employment 

opportunities 

VAT registrations per 10,000 resident 

population. 
Increase. Annual MDC 

Breakdown of businesses by sector 

(number and %). 
n/a Annual MDC 

% change in unemployment rate. No increase in unemployment rate. Annual MDC 

Rural diversification or other diversification 

initiatives. 
No target identified. Annual MDC 

% of people employed by employment type. No target identified. Annual MDC 

Input from tourism into local economy (£ per 

annum). 
Increase. Annual MDC 

Number of people employed in the tourism 

industry. 
No target identified. Annual MDC 

IMD (Education Skills and Training domain). Improve. Annual MDC 
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 Conclusion 13

13.1 Summary of the Findings 

13.1.1 The policies within the Maldon District Local Development Plan Submission Draft 

generally support the range of sustainability objectives identified in the SA Framework. 

Recommendations which have arisen throughout the SA process have been incorporated 

into the proposed LDP policies. 

13.1.2 The policies are considered to potentially offer significant positive effects on 

environmental, social, and economic objectives.  This specifically relates to environmental 

objectives concerned with the protection of local townscape and heritage assets, and 

protection and enhancement of biodiversity and wildlife habitats.  Major positive effects 

are also expected against social SA objectives concerned with improving accessibility to 

services and facilities; the delivery of housing to meet local needs; promoting health and 

wellbeing, reducing rural isolation and social and geographical inequalities, and 

maintaining and improving public transport and sustainable transport modes.  In relation to 

economics, major positive effects are anticipated for all three of the SA objectives. Also 

moderate positive effects are expected in relation to: minimising flood risk and adapting to 

the effects of climate change; ensuring the efficient use of land; and maintaining and 

enhancing the quality of the countryside. 

13.1.3 The assessment of the policies found that there are three policies which are likely to have 

the most positive effects compared with the rest of the LDP policies.  These are S1 

(Sustainable Development), S3 (Place Shaping), and D2 (Climate Change and 

Environmental Impact of New Development).  These policies had beneficial impacts 

across the social, environmental and economic objectives, seeking to protect and 

enhance the key features of the District as well as providing for the local population and 

economic community. 

13.1.4 Policy S1 sets out the sustainable development goals for the District which, through 

development of the LDP and the iterative SA process, is the one policy which has a 

positive effect for all of the 17 SA objectives.  Through implementation of this policy there 

is the potential for ensuring extensive benefits for the natural environment over time 

including landscape, biodiversity, air quality, drainage and accessibility.  The policy could 

create a healthy and competitive local economy and support the local population by 

providing housing growth appropriate to the needs of the District and creating sustainable 

communities. 

13.1.5 Benefits will also be achieved as a result of policy S3, through the creation of garden 

suburbs which include sustainable transport, public spaces for all; the encouragement of 

the development of community services and facilities; and an attractive landscape which 

benefits biodiversity.  Improved accessibility could lead to an increase in informal physical 

exercise and improve health levels and sense of wellbeing.  Further, an increase in 

walking and cycling within communities could help to improve community cohesion, 

natural surveillance, vibrancy of rural communities, and mental wellbeing.  Indirect 

benefits may arise for health through a decrease in air pollution over time. 
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13.1.6 Policy D2 has a number of environmental benefits related to reducing air quality, 

maintaining water resources and reducing greenhouse gas emissions which will also have 

positive indirect effects on the improving community levels of health and wellbeing.  The 

provision of flood management measures such as SuDS will provide environmental 

features which will enhance local biodiversity and provide features of interest for the local 

population. 

13.1.7 Negative effects are still predicted, however, against SA objectives seeking to: protect 

quality of water resources; reduce emissions of greenhouse gases; maintain air quality; 

and reduce natural resource consumption.  However, these effects are expected to be 

minor and are likely to be avoided, minimised or offset through the effective 

implementation of other policies.  As a result of assessment recommendations, applied 

iteratively through the development of the LDP, the Council has amended the wording of 

policies S2 and S3 to reduce moderate negative effects on water resources and 

greenhouse gas emissions to minor effects. 

13.2 Habitats Regulations Assessment 

13.2.1 The HRA Screening Assessment on the potential for likely significant effects on the 

Blackwater Estuary SPA and Ramsar; Colne Estuary SPA and Ramsar; Crouch and 

Roach Estuaries SPA and Ramsar; Dengie SPA and Ramsar, and Essex Estuaries SAC, 

for the Maldon District Post Examination Local Development Plan policies concluded that 

there will be no significant adverse effects on the integrity of these international sites 

alone or in-combination. 

13.3 Mitigation 

13.3.1 No significant negative effects are predicted to arise as a result of the Maldon District 

Local Development Plan policies, given the evolution of the policies and policies that had 

been recommended during previous SA reports and updates (see Royal Haskoning, 2012; 

Royal HaskoningDHV, 2013; Royal HaskoningDHV, 2014a).. 

13.4 Monitoring 

13.4.1 The monitoring identified in the previous SA (Section 10 in Royal Haskoning, 2012) and 

updates (Royal HaskoningDHV, 2013; Section 11 in Royal HaskoningDHV, 2014a) are 

considered to be appropriate, and have been accepted by Maldon District Council.  The 

monitoring criteria are presented in Table 12.1. 
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14 Abbreviations 

Abbreviations Definition 

BAP Biodiversity Action Plan 

BREEAM 
Building Research Establishment Environmental Assessment 

Method 

CAMS Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy 

CO2 Carbon Dioxide 

CS Core Strategy 

CWS County Wildlife Site 

DCLG Department for Communities and Local Government 

Defra Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 

DECC Department for Energy and Climate Change  

DPD Development Plan Document 

EA Environment Agency 

EC European Commission  

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment 

EU European Commission 

HRA Habitats Regulations Assessment 

IMD Index of Multiple Deprivation 

IROPI Imperative Reason of Overriding Public Interest 

km kilometre 

LAA Local Area Agreement 

LDF Local Development Framework 

LDP Local Development Plan 

LDS Local Development Scheme 

LSE Likely Significant Effect 

LWS Local Wildlife Site 

MDC Maldon District Council 

MoD Ministry of Defence 

NNR National Nature Reserve 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/
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Abbreviations Definition 

NPPF National Planning Policy Framework 

NVQ National Vocational Qualification 

OAN Objectively Assessed Housing Needs 

ODPM Office of the Deputy Prime Minister 

PPG Planning Policy Guidance 

PPP Policy, Plan, Programme 

PPS Planning Policy Statement 

RSPB Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 

RSS Regional Spatial Strategy 

SA Sustainability Appraisal 

SAC  Special Area of Conservation 

SAR Sustainability Appraisal Report 

SHLAA Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment 

SHMA Strategic Housing Market Assessment 

SEA Strategic Environment Assessment  

SFRA Strategic Flood Risk Assessment 

SM Scheduled Monument 

SMP Shoreline Management Plan 

SPA Special Protection Area 

SSSI Site of Special Scientific Interest 

SuDS Sustainable Urban Drainage System 

UK United Kingdom 

UKCP UK Climate Projections 

VAT Value Added Tax 

WFD Water Framework Directive 

 

  



 

08 March 2017 MALDON LDP POST EXAMINATION SA REPORT I&B9X1918R013F0.7 82  

 

APPENDIX A – The Local Development Plan Policies and 

Modifications 
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Policy Number 
Preferred 
Options 

June 2012 

Draft Plan July 
2013 

Update January 
2014 

Modifications 
October 2014 

Post-Examination 
September 2016 

Post Hearing 
January 2017 

S1: Sustainable Development DRAFT NO CHANGE FINAL VERSION    

S2: Strategic Growth DRAFT REVISED REVISED REVISED REVISED FINAL VERSION 

S3: Place Shaping DRAFT REVISED REVISED FINAL VERSION   

S4: Maldon and Heybridge 
Strategic Growth  

NO POLICY DRAFT REVISED REVISED FINAL VERSION  

S5: Maldon and Heybridge 
Central Area 

DRAFT REVISED FINAL VERSION    

S6: Burnham-on-Crouch Strategic 
Growth 

NO POLICY DRAFT REVISED FINAL VERSION   

S7: Prosperous Rural 
Communities 

NO POLICY DRAFT REVISED NO CHANGE REVISED FINAL VERSION 

S8: Settlement Hierarchy and the 
Countryside 

DRAFT REVISED FINAL VERSION    

D1: Design Quality and the Built 
Environment 

DRAFT REVISED FINAL VERSION    

D2: Climate Change and 
Environment Impact of New 
Development 

DRAFT REVISED NO CHANGE FINAL VERSION   

D3: Conservation and Heritage 
Assets 

DRAFT REVISED REVISED FINAL VERSION   

D4: Renewable and Low Carbon 
Energy Generation 

DRAFT REVISED REVISED NO CHANGE NO CHANGE FINAL VERSION 
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Policy Number 
Preferred 
Options 

June 2012 

Draft Plan July 
2013 

Update January 
2014 

Modifications 
October 2014 

Post-Examination 
September 2016 

Post Hearing 
January 2017 

D5: Flood Risk and Coastal 
Management 

DRAFT REVISED NO CHANGE FINAL VERSION   

D6: Advertisements NO POLICY DRAFT FINAL VERSION    

E1: Employment DRAFT REVISED REVISED REVISED REVISED FINAL VERSION 

E2: Retail Provision DRAFT REVISED NO CHANGE REVISED FINAL VERSION  

E3: Community Facilities and 
Services 

DRAFT REVISED FINAL VERSION    

E4: Agriculture and Rural 
Diversification 

DRAFT FINAL VERSION     

E5: Tourism DRAFT REVISED FINAL VERSION    

E6: Skills, Training and 
Educational 

DRAFT REVISED REVISED REVISED FINAL VERSION  

H1: Affordable Housing DRAFT REVISED REVISED REVISED FINAL VERSION  

H2: Housing Mix DRAFT NO CHANGE FINAL VERSION    

H3: Accommodation for Specialist 
Needs 

DRAFT REVISED FINAL VERSION    

H4: Effective use of Land DRAFT NO CHANGE FINAL VERSION    

H5: Rural Exception Schemes DRAFT REVISED FINAL VERSION    

H6: Provisions for Travellers DRAFT NO CHANGE REVISED REVISED REVISED FINAL VERSION 
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Policy Number 
Preferred 
Options 

June 2012 

Draft Plan July 
2013 

Update January 
2014 

Modifications 
October 2014 

Post-Examination 
September 2016 

Post Hearing 
January 2017 

H7: Agricultural and Essential 
Workers Accommodation 

DRAFT NO CHANGE FINAL VERSION    

H8: Provision for Houseboats DRAFT NO CHANGE FINAL VERSION    

N1: Green Infrastructure 
Networks 

DRAFT NO CHANGE FINAL VERSION    

N2: Natural Environment and 
Biodiversity 

DRAFT REVISED REVISED FINAL VERSION   

N3: Open Space, Sport and 
Leisure 

DRAFT NO CHANGE NO CHANGE FINAL VERSION   

T1: Sustainable Transport DRAFT FINAL VERSION     

T2: Accessibility DRAFT REVISED FINAL VERSION    

I1: Infrastructure and Services DRAFT REVISED REVISED REVISED FINAL VERSION  

I2: Health and Wellbeing NO POLICY DRAFT REVISED REVISED FINAL VERSION  

I3: Primrose Meadow Planning 
Brief 

NO POLICY DRAFT NO CHANGE NO CHANGE NO CHANGE NO POLICY 
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APPENDIX B - Final LDP Policies Detailed Assessment 
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Table P1: Policy S1 Sustainable Development 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The policy seeks to retain and deliver local services and facilities to create 

sustainable communities. 
++ ++ ++ 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, 

mix and location to meet local needs. 

The delivery of an appropriate level of high-quality, sustainable housing growth is 

a key overarching principle of the Plan, as set out in this policy. 
++ +++ +++ 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of health 

and well-being. 

Management of the green infrastructure network will provide health benefits to 

the local community, as well as improve well-being.  
+ + + 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

The policy seeks to retain and deliver local services and facilities, and seek to 

mitigate current infrastructure constraints within the context of development 

appropriate to the District. 

++ ++ ++ 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

The policy, through planning positively and locating development in the most 

sustainable locations, is expected to consider sustainable transport as a core 

issue. 

++ ++ ++ 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage 

assets and their settings. 

The policy seeks to conserve and enhance the historic environment which will 

enable the protection of these features and the townscape. 
++ ++ ++ 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

The policy states that the natural environment should be conserved and 

enhanced, providing protection to local biodiversity. 
++ ++ +++ 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. 

The policy will support growth within the environmental limits of the District which 

includes it water resources and therefore this policy offers some protection of 

water. 

+ + + 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Adaptation to climate change through flood risk and coastal management is a 

key principle of the policy and will ensure that the risk of flooding is minimised. 

The addition of specific reference to locating new development away from areas 

of flooding strengthens this aim. 

++ ++ +++ 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect geodiversity, 

soil quality and mineral resources. 

The policy promotes the efficient use of land for development which will see a 

reduction in the impact on land.  
++ ++ ++ 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 

The promotion of low carbon energy generation will help to reduce the emissions 

in the District.  The benefit will improve over time as more low carbon energy is 

produced and as per dwelling emissions reduce in line with higher standards in 

new development. 

++ ++ +++ 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national and/or 

WHO targets. 

Despite the policy progressing development in 'sustainable' locations there is 

expected to be some increase in road traffic. 
+ + + 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. 

The promotion of low carbon energy generation will help to reduce resource 

consumption in the District.  The benefit will improve over time as more low 

carbon energy is produced. 

+ + ++ 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the countryside 

and local landscape character. 

Concentrating development on previously developed land will maintain the 

existing landscape character of the District.  Furthermore the policy seeks to 

maintain the rural character of the District by preventing coalescence. 

++ ++ ++ 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

The policy concentrates growth in sustainable locations and seeks to ensure a 

healthy and competitive local economy.  It promotes the provision of sufficient 

space and flexibility for both existing and future businesses, which will help to 

strengthen and diversify the local economy. 

+++ +++ +++ 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 

Although not specifically referenced, the principles set out in this policy (e.g. 

townscape, landscape and natural environment protection/enhancement) 

underpin the development of more sustainable tourism. 

+ + + 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

By supporting a healthy and competitive economy, local services, and economic 

and social gains, responsiveness to local needs is considered inherent in this 

approach. 

++ ++ ++ 
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Table P2: Policy S2 Strategic Growth 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The policy covers the inclusion of services and facilities within key areas of the 

District which will ensure suitable access for all the community. 
+ ++ ++ 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, 

mix and location to meet local needs. 

The provision of housing in the strategic growth areas will help to meet the 

housing needs of the District. 
+ + + 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of health 

and well-being. 

The policy includes the provision of open space and sports facilities which will 

contribute to the local communities’ health and well-being. 
+ + + 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

The targeting of development in those areas considered best able to support 

growth, and the specification of particular supporting infrastructure, will 

encourage viable communities.  Existing issues are better addressed in other 

policies. 

+ ++ ++ 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage 

assets and their settings. 

The policy seeks to preserve and enhance those features which are important to 

the District, including its heritage assets. 
+ + + 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

The development of housing within main settlements and village boundaries will 

help to maintain the biodiversity features of the District. 
+ + + 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. 

The increase in development is likely to have some additional demand on water 

quality and usage, although this and other policies acknowledge the role of 

infrastructure enhancement and the plans of other strategic partners. 

- - - 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 



 

08 March 2017 MALDON LDP POST EXAMINATION SA REPORT I&B9X1918R013F0.7 90  

 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect geodiversity, 

soil quality and mineral resources. 

The sequential approach in the policy prioritises previously developed land for 

the housing growth, which is an efficient use of land and will also minimise the 

impact to geodiversity and soil quality. 

+ + + 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 

An increase in residential development is likely to generate greenhouse gases 

through the buildings themselves as well as the increase in traffic associated 

with a population increase. 

- - - 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national and/or 

WHO targets. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. 
An increase in housing is likely to increase the use of natural resources as well 

as increase energy consumption, although other policies seek to limit this. 
- - - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the countryside 

and local landscape character. 

The focus of development within settlement boundaries and on previously 

developed land is likely to maintain the existing landscape character. 
+ + + 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting the 

growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to investment 

in both urban and rural areas 

An increase in housing in the main settlements may improve the local economy 

as it will increase the potential workforce for employers. 
+ + + 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

The policy should help to retain local workforce and skills through focusing 

development in the main towns. 
+ + + 
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Table P3: Policy S3 Place Shaping 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 

Scale of 
Effect 

ST MT LT 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and facilities for 

all sectors of the community. 

The policy seeks to create a local centre in the strategic growth areas 

which is accessible by all of the community.  In addition, through the 

provision of sustainable transport access to other areas will be improved. 

++ ++ ++ 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good quality 

affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, mix and location to 

meet local needs. 

Through the creation of garden suburbs, good quality development will 

be encouraged with the appropriate infrastructure to support the local 

communities.  Also the policy seeks to positively contribute to affordable 

housing needs. 

++ ++ ++ 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of health and well-

being. 

The provision of green space and sustainable transport methods will 

improve local health and well-being.  The policy also specifically 

prioritises the accessibility of open spaces and health facilities. 

++ ++ ++ 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion geographically and 

demographically through encouraging viable and vibrant 

communities. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, promote 

sustainable modes of transport and reduce journey miles 

undertaken by car. 

The inclusion of sustainable transport methods and high density 

development could reduce the need for car usage.  In addition, the 

creation of local centres will also reduce the need to travel. 

+ + + 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage assets and 

their settings. 

The policy will ensure that there are no visual impacts from development 

within the strategic growth areas. The creation of garden suburbs could 

enhance the local townscape. 

+ + + 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important wildlife 

habitats. 

Policy seeks to provide and maintain attractive environments which 

enhance biodiversity, and which are fully integrated with the built 

environment. 

+ + ++ 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 

Scale of 
Effect 

ST MT LT 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by adapting to the 

impacts of climate change, including sea level rise. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect geodiversity, soil 

quality and mineral resources. 

The indicative density range provided in the policy will ensure that land is 

used efficiently within the strategic growth areas. 
+ + + 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national and/or WHO 

targets. 

The provision of sustainable transport infrastructure will help to maintain 

air quality.  Also, the higher density development in combination with 

local centres may help to improve air quality through reducing the need to 

travel. 

+ + + 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the countryside and local 

landscape character. 

The policy will ensure that there are no landscape impacts on the 

surrounding areas and that an attractive landscaped environment is 

created. 

++ ++ ++ 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting the growth 

and diversification of business sectors and improving the 

attractiveness of the District to investment in both urban and rural 

areas. 

The creation of garden suburbs may improve the attractiveness of the 

townscape to inward investment.  Also, the policy includes for 

employment provision to meet the needs and aspirations of the business 

community. 

+ + + 

16 To develop and support sustainable tourism within the District. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that matches the 

skills profile for the local population. 

The creation of garden suburbs with local centres may help contribute to 

local employment.  Also, the policy includes for employment provision to 

meet the needs and aspirations of the business community. 

+ + + 
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Table P4: Policy S4 Maldon and Heybridge Strategic Growth 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and facilities 

for all sectors of the community. 

Through the enhancement of public transport provision, accessibility to 

services and facilities within the garden suburbs will be improved for the 

local community. 

++ ++ ++ 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good quality 

affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, mix and location 

to meet local needs. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of health and 

well-being. 

The provision of new and/or enhanced walking and cycling routes within 

the garden suburbs and connecting to the wider area will promote healthy 

lifestyles.  Enhanced medical provisions will also support healthy lifestyles. 

++ ++ ++ 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion geographically 

and demographically through encouraging viable and vibrant 

communities. 

The provision of public transport and new roads will help to create links to 

the rest of the Maldon and Heybridge area but could increase the sense of 

rural isolation throughout the rest of the District. 

- - - 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, promote 

sustainable modes of transport and reduce journey miles 

undertaken by car. 

Through the management of traffic in the area and the provision of new 

and/or enhanced public transport facilities will be provided which will help 

to reduce the amount of car usage in the Maldon and Heybridge area.  

Provision of Green Infrastructure will also contribute towards this aim. 

++ ++ ++ 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage assets 

and their settings. 

Impacts to heritage assets are likely to be avoided as archaeological 

assessments will be required prior to any development commencing.  

However, further development in Maldon and Heybridge could negatively 

impact the existing townscape. 

- - - 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important wildlife 

habitats. 

The provision of increased and enhanced green infrastructure could 

contribute towards protecting biodiversity, whilst the inclusion of the need 

for ecological surveys to be undertaken and submitted with development 

proposals will help identify potential issues to be identified and suitable 

mitigation/compensation to be implemented. 

+ + + 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. 

Surface water management measures will help to manage water quality.  

In addition, the provision of enhance sewerage infrastructure will help to 

maintain water quality. 

+ + ++ 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by adapting to the 

impacts of climate change, including sea level rise. 

The North Heybridge Garden Suburbs development will include a strategic 

flood alleviation scheme.  Flood risk management measures will be 

incorporated into growth area developments. 

+ + + 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect geodiversity, soil 

quality and mineral resources. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 

An increase in residential development is likely to generate greenhouse 

gases through the buildings themselves as well as the increase in traffic 

associated with a population increase. 

- - - 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national and/or WHO 

targets. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. 

An increase in housing is likely to increase the use of natural resources as 

well as increase energy consumption, although other policies seek to limit 

this. 

- - - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the countryside and 

local landscape character. 

The focus of development within settlement boundaries is likely to 

maintain the existing landscape character. 
0 0 0 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting the growth 

and diversification of business sectors and improving the 

attractiveness of the District to investment in both urban and 

rural areas. 

The provision of commercial and light industrial space including small and 

medium sized businesses will help to strengthen the local economy in the 

Maldon and Heybridge area. 

++ ++ ++ 

16 To develop and support sustainable tourism within the District. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that matches 

the skills profile for the local population. 

Commercial floorspace will be provided which could support a range of 

new and developing businesses, and through that encourage the 

development of skills and employment diversity.  In addition, the provision 

of extra education facilities will develop a local skill base. 

+++ +++ +++ 
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Table P5: Policy S5 The Maldon and Heybridge Central Area 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

Through the enhancement of public transport provision, accessibility to 

services and facilities within Maldon Central will be improved for the 

local community. 

++ ++ ++ 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good quality 

affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, mix and 

location to meet local needs. 

Residential development will be encouraged where it appropriate to the 

local market, which can be considered to include the need for 

affordable housing in the area. 

+ + + 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of health 

and well-being. 

The improvement of public access along the riverside and the wider 

use of walking and cycling will promote healthier lifestyles to the 

population of Maldon. 

+ + + 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through encouraging 

viable and vibrant communities. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

Through the management of traffic in the area, public transport 

facilities will be provided which will help to reduce the amount of car 

usage in Maldon Central. 

+ + ++ 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage 

assets and their settings. 

By enhancing the Central Area and maintaining its roles as a cultural 

centre, the policy will protect the existing townscape.  In addition it will 

enhance the quality of the historic character and skylines. 

++ ++ ++ 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important wildlife 

habitats. 

By maintaining the sensitive environmental relationship between the 

Central Area and some designated areas, the policy will be protecting 

biodiversity. 

++ ++ ++ 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. 

The improvement of the area for business, residential and tourism 

interests could put an increased pressure on the water quality and 

usage. 

- - - 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by adapting 

to the impacts of climate change, including sea level rise. 

Flood risk will be minimised and the defences effectively managed to 

reduce impacts to the local community. 
+ + ++ 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect geodiversity, 

soil quality and mineral resources. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 

The encouragement of tourism and retail use in the Central Area has 

the potential to increase the numbers of people travelling into the area 

which could increase greenhouse gas emissions. 

- - - 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national and/or 

WHO targets. 

The management of traffic and the encouragement of cycling and 

walking will help to maintain air quality levels. 
+ + + 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. 
The development of the Central Area will require the use of natural 

resources for building and also in association with traffic. 
- - - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the countryside 

and local landscape character. 

By locating development within an already developed area, the policy 

is protecting the existing landscape character. 
+ + + 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting the 

growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to investment in 

both urban and rural areas. 

By strengthening the Central Area's role commercially, the policy will 

create an attractive area for new businesses, improving the local 

economy.  A range of commercial floorspace will be provided which 

could support a range of new businesses. 

+++ +++ +++ 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 

By improving the attractiveness of the Central Area and encouraging 

visitor attractions and tourist facilities, the existing tourism sector in the 

District is likely to improve. 
+++ +++ +++ 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

Commercial floorspace will be provided which could support a range of 

new and developing businesses, and through that encourage the 

development of skills and employment diversity. 
+++ +++ +++ 
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Table P6: Policy S6 Burnham-on-Crouch Strategic Growth 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

Through the enhancement of public transport provision, accessibility to 

services and facilities within the garden suburb will be improved for the 

local community. 

++ ++ ++ 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good quality 

affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, mix and 

location to meet local needs. 

The mix of housing provided in the garden suburb will ensure that local 

housing needs are met. 
++ ++ ++ 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of health and 

well-being. 

The provision of safe pedestrian and cycling linkages to Burnham-on-

Crouch centre will promote healthy lifestyles.  Enhanced medical 

provisions will also healthy lifestyle. 

++ ++ ++ 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion geographically 

and demographically through encouraging viable and vibrant 

communities. 

The provision of public transport will help to create links to the rest of 

the Maldon and the development of a larger settlement in the south 

east of the District has the potential to reduce rural isolation. 

+ + + 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, promote 

sustainable modes of transport and reduce journey miles 

undertaken by car. 

Enhanced public transport facilities will be provided which will help to 

reduce the amount of car usage in the Burnham-on-Crouch area. 
+ + ++ 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage assets 

and their settings. 

The policy will ensure that the historic environment and character of 

Burnham-on-Crouch will be preserved and enhanced. 
++ ++ ++ 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important wildlife 

habitats. 

The provision of increase and enhanced green infrastructure could 

contribute towards protecting biodiversity.  All development proposals 

must be accompanied by ecological surveys which will help to protect 

local biodiversity. 

+ + ++ 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. 

Surface water management measures will help to manage water 

quality. In addition, the provision of enhance sewerage infrastructure 

will help to maintain water quality. 

+ + ++ 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by adapting to 

the impacts of climate change, including sea level rise. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect geodiversity, soil 

quality and mineral resources. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 

An increase in residential development is likely to generate 

greenhouse gases through the buildings themselves as well as the 

increase in traffic associated with a population increase. 

- - - 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national and/or 

WHO targets. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. 

An increase in housing is likely to increase the use of natural 

resources as well as increase energy consumption, although other 

policies seek to limit this. 

- - - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the countryside and 

local landscape character. 

The focus of development within settlement boundaries is likely to 

maintain the existing landscape character.  In addition, the policy will 

specifically protect and enhance the landscape character of the area. 

++ ++ ++ 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting the 

growth and diversification of business sectors and improving 

the attractiveness of the District to investment in both urban 

and rural areas. 

The provision of commercial and light industrial space including small 

and medium sized businesses will help to strengthen the local 

economy in the Burnham-on-Crouch area. 

++ ++ ++ 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that matches 

the skills profile for the local population. 
The provision of extra education facilities will develop a local skill base. + + + 
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Table P7: Policy S7 Prosperous Rural Communities 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good quality 

affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, mix and 

location to meet local needs. 

The policy will ensure that development contributes to the Districts 

affordable housing needs and directly refers to Policy H5. 
+ + + 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of health and 

well-being. 

The provision of leisure facilities and green infrastructure should 

contribute towards the realisation of this objective.  
+ + + 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion geographically 

and demographically through encouraging viable and vibrant 

communities. 

The provision of economic development within the District’s villages 

may help to reduce rural isolation. 
+ + + 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, promote 

sustainable modes of transport and reduce journey miles 

undertaken by car. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage assets 

and their settings. 

The policy ensures that development in the villages will protect and 

enhance the local character and settlement distinctiveness, as well as 

provide protection and enhancement of the historic environment. 

+ + + 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important wildlife 

habitats. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources.  No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by adapting to 

the impacts of climate change, including sea level rise. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect geodiversity, soil 

quality and mineral resources. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national and/or 

WHO targets. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the countryside and 

local landscape character. 

The policy ensures that development in the villages will protect and 

enhance the local character. 
+ + + 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting the 

growth and diversification of business sectors and improving 

the attractiveness of the District to investment in both urban 

and rural areas. 

The policy supports small scale economic development in the villages 

which could help to strengthen the District wide economy. 
+ + + 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that matches 

the skills profile for the local population. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

  



 

08 March 2017 MALDON LDP POST EXAMINATION SA REPORT I&B9X1918R013F0.7 101  

 

Table P8: Policy S8 Settlement Boundaries and the Countryside 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good quality 

affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, mix and 

location to meet local needs. 

By providing a settlement hierarchy for residential development it will 

ensure that affordable housing is created in the most appropriate 

locations.  

+ + + 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of health and 

well-being. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion geographically 

and demographically through encouraging viable and vibrant 

communities. 

Policy establishes a settlement hierarchy for development which 

includes identification of smaller and more rural villages. This would 

enable targeted action, where necessary, to help to address rural 

isolation. 

++ ++ ++ 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, promote 

sustainable modes of transport and reduce journey miles 

undertaken by car. 

Policy establishes a settlement hierarchy for development which will 

include the appropriate infrastructure will help improve the existing 

public transport facilities. 

+ + + 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage assets 

and their settings. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important wildlife 

habitats. 

The policy states that the countryside will be protected for its 

ecological value.  
+ + + 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources.  No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by adapting to 

the impacts of climate change, including sea level rise. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect geodiversity, soil 

quality and mineral resources. 

The policy states that countryside will be protected for its natural 

resources. 
+ + + 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national and/or 

WHO targets. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the countryside and 

local landscape character. 

The focus of development largely within urban boundaries is likely to 

maintain the quality and integrity of the local landscape.  In addition, 

the countryside will be protected from development impacts. 

++ ++ ++ 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting the 

growth and diversification of business sectors and improving 

the attractiveness of the District to investment in both urban 

and rural areas. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that matches 

the skills profile for the local population. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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Table P9: Policy D1 Design Quality and Built Environment 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The policy will lead to an improvement in the public realm providing a 

resource for the whole community.  It will also include the provision of 

pedestrian and cycle routes. 

+ + + 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good quality 

affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, mix and 

location to meet local needs. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of health and 

well-being. 

Health and well-being will be improved through reductions in crime 

through design, improving the public realm and protecting the privacy 

and amenity of nearby properties.  Opportunities for sport and physical 

activity will be maximised under this policy which will help the 

encouragement of healthier lifestyles in the District. 

++ ++ ++ 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion geographically 

and demographically through encouraging viable and vibrant 

communities. 

Ensuring high quality design may improve social equality and 

community viability.  
+ + + 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, promote 

sustainable modes of transport and reduce journey miles 

undertaken by car. 

The provision of pedestrian and cycling routes will help to reduce the 

need to use cars within the new development. 
+ + + 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage assets 

and their settings. 

New development will respect and enhance the local character 

including the townscape setting.  Also designated heritage assets will 

be protected and where possible enhanced. 

++ ++ ++ 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important wildlife 

habitats. 

New development will respect and enhance (seeking to make a 

positive contribution to) designated conservation areas. 
+ ++ ++ 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by adapting to 

the impacts of climate change, including sea level rise. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect geodiversity, soil 

quality and mineral resources. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national and/or 

WHO targets. 

The amenity locations in the development will be protected from 

pollution.  Also, the localised reduction in the need to use cars will help 

to maintain local air quality.  

+ + + 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the countryside and 

local landscape character. 

New development will be required to respect and enhance the local 

character and the landscape setting. 
+ + + 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting the 

growth and diversification of business sectors and improving 

the attractiveness of the District to investment in both urban 

and rural areas. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that matches 

the skills profile for the local population. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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Table P10: Policy D2 Climate Change and Environmental Impact of New Development 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

Policy supports residential development which is accessible to all sectors 

of the community, and the provision of waste management facilities.  The 

commitment to reducing the impact of new development should also be 

reflected in location in respect of services elsewhere. 

+ ++ ++ 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, 

mix and location to meet local needs. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of health 

and well-being. 

Reducing pollution levels and ensuring that new development is located 

away from areas of contamination, is likely to indirectly improve the health 

of the local community.  The provision of high quality green spaces (green 

infrastructure) should help facilitate the move to healthier lifestyles and 

mental and physical wellbeing. 

+ + + 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

Ensuring high quality development is available across the District may help 

increase social equality. 
+ + + 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

No obvious direct effects. ++ ++ ++ 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage 

assets and their settings. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Minimising the environmental impact of development is likely to benefit 

biodiversity.  The policy includes the management of habitats and the 

creation of new ones to assist with species migration, which will help 

protect and enhance local biodiversity. 

+ + + 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources.  

The intention of the policy to protect water resources and reduce water 

consumption is likely to create benefits against this objective.  Minimising 

water pollution is also included in the policy. 

++ ++ ++ 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by adapting 

to the impacts of climate change, including sea level rise. 
The incorporation of SuDS will help to reduce flood risk to the community. + + + 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect geodiversity, 

soil quality and mineral resources. 

Policy includes moves to remediate land quality, including instability, and 

also to increase the efficiency with which resources are used. 
+ + ++ 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 

A number of the principles within the policy will contribute to the reduction 

of emissions (sourcing low carbon energy where feasible, minimising 

pollution etc.). 

++ ++ ++ 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national and/or 

WHO targets. 

The policy states that development should seek to reduce air pollution and 

this is reinforced by the need to attain Level 4 in the Code for Sustainable 

Homes. 

++ ++ ++ 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Sustainable construction methods will reduce resource consumption. ++ ++ ++ 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the countryside 

and local landscape character. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting the 

growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to investment 

in both urban and rural areas. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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Table P11: Policy D3 Conservation and Heritage Assets 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good quality 

affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, mix and 

location to meet local needs. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of health 

and well-being. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through encouraging 

viable and vibrant communities. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage 

assets and their settings. 

The policy seeks to ensure that the District's historic and built 

environment, including its setting, is protected and enhanced.  It clearly 

sets out Council expectation in respect of development which may 

impact on designated and non-designated historic features. 

+++ +++ +++ 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important wildlife 

habitats. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by adapting to 

the impacts of climate change, including sea level rise. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect geodiversity, 

soil quality and mineral resources. 

The enhancement of listed buildings and conservation areas is 

considered to be an efficient use of land and will also enable the 

protection of those geological features which may be important for their 

historic assets. 

++ ++ ++ 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national and/or 

WHO targets. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the countryside and 

local landscape character. 

Enhancing the built and historic environment will also enhance the 

surrounding landscape character. 
+ + + 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting the 

growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to investment in 

both urban and rural areas. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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Table P12: Policy D4 Renewable Energy 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good quality 

affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, mix and 

location to meet local needs. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of health 

and well-being. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through encouraging 

viable and vibrant communities. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage 

assets and their settings. 

The policy seeks to protect designated features and will ensure that 

there are no significant visual impacts from any low carbon energy 

generation. 

++ ++ ++ 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important wildlife 

habitats. 

The policy has a specific aim to ensure that there are no impacts to 

internationally, nationally and locally designated features.  Also, it states 

that there will be no impacts to ecology. 

++ ++ ++ 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by adapting to 

the impacts of climate change, including sea level rise. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect geodiversity, 

soil quality and mineral resources. 

The policy has been updated to include the protection of the best and 

most versatile agricultural land from adverse impacts associated with 

development. 

+ + + 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 
By encouraging low carbon energy generation there will be a reduction 

in greenhouse gas emissions.  
+ ++ ++ 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national and/or 

WHO targets. 

Low carbon energy generation is expected to result in improved air 

quality over time, although this may be realised outside the District. 
+ + + 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. 

The use of renewable energy and other forms of low carbon energy 

generation will reduce resource consumption in the District in 

comparison to other forms of energy generation.  

++ ++ ++ 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the countryside and 

local landscape character. 

The policy ensures that development will not have an unacceptable 

detrimental impact on landscape. 
++ ++ ++ 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting the 

growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to investment in 

both urban and rural areas. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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Table P13: Policy D5 Flood Risk and Coastal Management 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good quality 

affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, mix and 

location to meet local needs. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of health 

and well-being. 

The provision of SuDS elements and the use of green infrastructure will 

provide areas which can be used by the local community to improve 

their health and well-being. 

+ + + 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through encouraging 

viable and vibrant communities. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage 

assets and their settings. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important wildlife 

habitats. 

The creation of SuDS areas and green infrastructure will provide habitat 

and contribute to enhancing biodiversity. 
+ + + 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. 
Through the minimising the risk of flooding in particular surface water 

flooding, water quality will be protected. 
++ ++ ++ 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by adapting to 

the impacts of climate change, including sea level rise. 

Development will not increase flood risk or reduce the capacity of the 

functional floodplain, but contribute positively towards delivering other 

strategies.  Opportunities will also be used to further reduce flood risk 

(including fluvial, surface and coastal) in a positive and multi-functional 

way through the implementation of SuDS and green infrastructure. 

+++ +++ +++ 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect geodiversity, 

soil quality and mineral resources. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national and/or 

WHO targets. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the countryside and 

local landscape character. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting the 

growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to investment in 

both urban and rural areas. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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Table P14: Policy D6 Advertisements 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good quality 

affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, mix and 

location to meet local needs. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of health 

and well-being. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through encouraging 

viable and vibrant communities. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage 

assets and their settings. 

Advertisement must be designed to respect the scale and character of 

the building in which it is located, which will help to maintain townscape. 
+ + + 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important wildlife 

habitats. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by adapting to 

the impacts of climate change, including sea level rise. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect geodiversity, 

soil quality and mineral resources. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national and/or 

WHO targets. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the countryside and 

local landscape character. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting the 

growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to investment in 

both urban and rural areas. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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Table P15: Policy E1 Employment 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good quality 

affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, mix and 

location to meet local needs. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of health 

and well-being. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through encouraging 

viable and vibrant communities. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage 

assets and their settings. 

By encouraging the use of existing land used for employment the policy 

is maintaining and protecting the existing townscape from potential 

impacts of development. 

+ + + 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important wildlife 

habitats. 

By encouraging the use of existing land used for employment the policy 

is maintaining and protecting the natural environment from potential 

impacts of development. 

+ + + 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by adapting to 

the impacts of climate change, including sea level rise. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect geodiversity, 

soil quality and mineral resources. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national and/or 

WHO targets. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the countryside and 

local landscape character. 

By encouraging the use of existing land used for employment the policy 

should help to maintain and protect the countryside and landscape from 

potential impacts of development. 

+ + + 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting the 

growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to investment in 

both urban and rural areas. 

The policy is encouraging innovation and investment into the District, 

and improving existing employment land.  Sets clear expectations for 

development away from those areas identified for business growth. 

++ ++ ++ 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

The improvement of existing employment land will bring more 

employment diversity and job opportunities. 
++ ++ ++ 
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Table P16: Policy E2 Retail Provision 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

By enhancing the retail provision within the District, a greater portion of 

the population will have easier access to the facilities they provide. 
+ + ++ 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good quality 

affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, mix and 

location to meet local needs. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of health 

and well-being. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 + 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through encouraging 

viable and vibrant communities. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 + 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage 

assets and their settings. 

The policy will maintain and enhance the overall attractiveness of the 

retail areas, helping to protect the townscape, as well as specifically 

preventing disruption of the existing retail frontages. 

0 0 0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important wildlife 

habitats. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 + 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by adapting 

to the impacts of climate change, including sea level rise. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect geodiversity, 

soil quality and mineral resources. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 + 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 

The enhancement of retail provision will encourage people to travel into 

the areas, increasing the number of cars used and the amount of 

emissions. 

- - + 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national and/or 

WHO targets. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 + 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. 
Existing units are to be used which will reduce the need for constructing 

new premises and reducing resource consumption. 
+ + + 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the countryside 

and local landscape character. 

Materials for retail provision must be sympathetic and in-keeping with 

the existing character. 
+ + + 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting the 

growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to investment in 

both urban and rural areas. 

The enhancement of retail provision will encourage people to travel into 

the areas, and potentially support other elements of the economy 

(although not diversifying it). 

+ + + 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

The creation of retail areas will increase the number of jobs available to 

the local community. 
+ + + 
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Table P17: Policy E3 Community Services and Facilities 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The maintenance and encouragement of local retail and service 

provision will ensure that local communities retain access to key 

services. 

++ ++ ++ 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good quality 

affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, mix and 

location to meet local needs. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of health and 

well-being. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through encouraging 

viable and vibrant communities. 

The maintenance and provision of local services will help to reduce 

rural isolation as the local community will have maintained or enhanced 

access to the necessary facilities. 

++ ++ ++ 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

Policy includes that development will improve accessibility to services 

which included provision of alternative transport modes. 
+ + + 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage 

assets and their settings. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important wildlife 

habitats. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by adapting to 

the impacts of climate change, including sea level rise. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect geodiversity, soil 

quality and mineral resources. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national and/or 

WHO targets. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the countryside and 

local landscape character. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting the 

growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to investment in 

both urban and rural areas. 

Local economies will be sustained by encouraging the provision of 

village shops and services. 
+ + + 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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Table P18: Policy E4 Agricultural and Rural Diversification 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good quality 

affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, mix and 

location to meet local needs. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of health 

and well-being. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through encouraging 

viable and vibrant communities. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage 

assets and their settings. 

The policy states the agricultural use must be environmentally 

sensitive and the supporting text includes that there should be no 

impact on the built environment, and can be considered as protecting 

the townscape and heritage assists. 

+ + + 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important wildlife 

habitats. 

By ensuring that agricultural development does not adversely impact 

wildlife and the natural environment, the policy will protect, and could 

enhance (at the local scale) biodiversity. 

+ + + 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources.  No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by adapting to 

the impacts of climate change, including sea level rise. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect geodiversity, 

soil quality and mineral resources. 

The policy aims to protect the best and most versatile agricultural land 

from development.  
+ + + 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national and/or 

WHO targets. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the countryside and 

local landscape character. 

By maintaining agricultural practices the quality of the countryside will 

be protected. 
+ + + 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting the 

growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to investment in 

both urban and rural areas. 

The policy encourages the growth of the rural economy and allows for 

some diversification, whilst ensuring that this is within limits required by 

the natural and built environment. 

++ ++ ++ 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

The encouragement of rural diversification will support new jobs for 

non-urban parts of the District community. 
+ + + 
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Table P19: Policy E5 Tourism 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

Sustainable modes of transport are being encouraged for use by 

tourists but the encouragement of such transport will also enhance 

accessibility for the local community. 

+ + + 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good quality 

affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, mix and 

location to meet local needs. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of health 

and well-being. 

The encouragement of cycling and walking will promote healthier 

lifestyles for tourists and the local community alike. 
+ + + 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through encouraging 

viable and vibrant communities. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

The use of sustainable modes of transport will include public transport 

opportunities and the policy promotes their usage. 
+ + + 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage 

assets and their settings. 

The policy states that development should not have a detrimental 

impact to the historic environment. 
+ + + 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important wildlife 

habitats. 

The policy will ensure that adverse impacts on the natural environment 

are avoided.  Should this not be possible, appropriate mitigation will 

need to be created to the satisfaction of the Council and other parties 

and this will ensure the protection of biodiversity.  The need for a 

project specific Habitats Regulations Assessment will ensure that 

impacts to international sites are avoided. 

+ + + 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by adapting to 

the impacts of climate change, including sea level rise. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect geodiversity, 

soil quality and mineral resources. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 

The promotion of cycling, walking and sustainable transport will 

support reductions in the amount of car travel undertaken (associated 

with tourism) and have a positive impact on greenhouse gases. 

+ + + 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national and/or 

WHO targets. 

The promotion of cycling, walking and sustainable transport will 

support reductions in the amount of car travel undertaken (associated 

with tourism) and have a positive impact on air quality. 

+ + + 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the countryside and 

local landscape character. 

The policy specifically requires that development should not have a 

detrimental impact to character. 
+ + + 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting the 

growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to investment in 

both urban and rural areas. 

The enhancement of tourism facilities will help to develop tourism in 

the District and strengthen the local economy. 
+ + + 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 

The policy has a direct effect on developing and supporting the growth 

of sustainable tourism in the District. 
++ +++ +++ 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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Table P20: Policy E6 Skills, Training and Education 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good quality 

affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, mix and 

location to meet local needs. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of health 

and well-being. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through encouraging 

viable and vibrant communities. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage 

assets and their settings. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important wildlife 

habitats. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by adapting to 

the impacts of climate change, including sea level rise. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect geodiversity, 

soil quality and mineral resources. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national and/or 

WHO targets. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the countryside and 

local landscape character. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting the 

growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to investment in 

both urban and rural areas. 

The policy is likely to increase the local attractiveness of the area to 

potential investors as the level of local skills grows over time. 
+ ++ ++ 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

The policy seeks to meet the needs of the community, local businesses 

and the local economy, which is likely to generate significant benefits 

over time as skills develop. 

++ ++ ++ 
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Table P11: Policy H1 Affordable Housing 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The provision of affordable housing in strategic areas will improve the 

accessibility of certain parts of the community to services and facilities 

which they previously might not have had access to. 

+ + + 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good quality 

affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, mix and 

location to meet local needs. 

The policy is likely to help tackle the issue of low availability of 

affordable housing in the District through the setting of a threshold.  

Benefits are likely to increase over the medium to long term. 

+ + + 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of health 

and well-being. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through encouraging 

viable and vibrant communities. 

Addressing the existing local needs for affordable housing should help 

increase social inclusion within communities. 
+ + + 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage 

assets and their settings. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important wildlife 

habitats. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by adapting to 

the impacts of climate change, including sea level rise. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect geodiversity, 

soil quality and mineral resources. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national and/or 

WHO targets. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the countryside and 

local landscape character. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting the 

growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to investment in 

both urban and rural areas. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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Table P22: Policy H2 Housing Mix 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good quality 

affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, mix and 

location to meet local needs. 

The provision of a suitable mix of housing will include the development 

of affordable housing in the appropriate locations. Also, the policy 

seeks to create a balanced supply of affordable homes to meet local 

needs. 

++ ++ ++ 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of health 

and well-being. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through encouraging 

viable and vibrant communities. 

The provision of a range of housing types will help to reduce social 

exclusion in key areas and across the District generally. 
+ + ++ 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage 

assets and their settings. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important wildlife 

habitats. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources.  No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by adapting to 

the impacts of climate change, including sea level rise. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect geodiversity, 

soil quality and mineral resources. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national and/or 

WHO targets. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the countryside and 

local landscape character. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting the 

growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to investment in 

both urban and rural areas. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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Table P23: Policy H3 Accommodation for Specialist Needs 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

Accommodation for specialist needs will be accessible to services and 

facilities and also located in a way that it will not put pressure on public 

services. 

++ ++ ++ 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good quality 

affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, mix and 

location to meet local needs. 

This policy will provide suitable housing with those for special needs, 

helping to meet local needs. 
+ + + 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of health 

and well-being. 

The provision of specialist accommodation will ensure that those people 

with support needs receive the appropriate accommodation for their 

needs which will improve their sense of well-being. 

+ + + 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through encouraging 

viable and vibrant communities. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage 

assets and their settings. 

The policy seeks to prevent over concentration of such accommodation 

as a means of protecting the existing townscape and character of the 

local area. 

+ + + 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important wildlife 

habitats. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by adapting 

to the impacts of climate change, including sea level rise. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect geodiversity, 

soil quality and mineral resources. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national and/or 

WHO targets 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the countryside 

and local landscape character 

The policy seeks to prevent over concentration of such accommodation 

as a means of protecting the local character. 
+ + + 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting the 

growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to investment in 

both urban and rural areas. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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Table P24: Policy H4 Effective Use of Land 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good quality 

affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, mix and 

location to meet local needs. 

By taking into account housing mix, all development will ensure that 

local needs are met. 
+ + + 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of health 

and well-being. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through encouraging 

viable and vibrant communities. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage 

assets and their settings. 

Replacement dwellings will not be allowed to have an impact on the 

townscape and infill development will not be allowed to impact 

character.  Also, the density of new development will be adjusted so as 

to not impact the historic environment. 

++ ++ ++ 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important wildlife 

habitats. 

Environmentally significant land and habitats will be protected from 

development.  Also, developments in the countryside will include the 

creation of hedgerows which will help to improve local biodiversity. 

+ + + 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources.  

Backland development will be allowed in such a way to avoid impacts 

on the living conditions of residents, which can be considered to 

include water quality and resources. 

+ + + 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by adapting to 

the impacts of climate change, including sea level rise. 

Policy ensures the location and nature of development accounts for 

constraints, which would include the risk of flooding. 
+ + + 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect geodiversity, 

soil quality and mineral resources. 

Development will seek to optimise the use of land in order to reduce 

the impact on other land uses. 
+ + + 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national and/or 

WHO targets. 

Backland development will be allowed in such a way to avoid impacts 

on the living conditions of residents, which can be considered to 

include impacts from air quality. 

+ + + 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. 

By encouraging the efficient use of previously-developed land there 

should be a reduction in resource consumption in comparison to new 

developments. 

+ + + 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the countryside and 

local landscape character. 

Replacement and infill dwellings will not be supported where they 

would have an impact on the local landscape character and features.  

Also, the provision of hedgerows in new rural development will help to 

maintain the countryside. 

+ + + 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting the 

growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to investment in 

both urban and rural areas. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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Table P25: Policy H5 Rural Exception Scheme 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good quality 

affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, mix and 

location to meet local needs. 

The enabling of rural exception sites will support the development of 

affordable housing where it is needed in the rural areas.  It will also 

create a mix of housing with the existing housing provision to create an 

area suitable for all aspects of the community. 

++ ++ ++ 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of health 

and well-being. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through encouraging 

viable and vibrant communities. 

The provision of affordable housing with consideration to the 

appropriate infrastructure will help to reduce social exclusion and 

isolation.  

+ + + 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage 

assets and their settings. 

By ensuring such development is close to an existing development 

boundary the existing townscape will not be affected significantly. 
+ + + 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important wildlife 

habitats. 

By ensuring such development is close to an existing development 

boundary biodiversity should retain a degree of protection. 
+ + + 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by adapting to 

the impacts of climate change, including sea level rise. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect geodiversity, 

soil quality and mineral resources. 

By supporting development in response to specifically identified needs, 

and in particular affordable housing, this policy is ensuring the efficient 

use of land in terms of providing for the community’s needs.  

+ + + 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national and/or 

WHO targets. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the countryside and 

local landscape character. 

By ensuring such development is only supported where it is close to an 

existing development boundary the existing landscape character will 

retain a degree of protection. 

+ + + 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting the 

growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to investment in 

both urban and rural areas. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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Table P12: Policy H6 Provision for Travellers 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The policy ensures that sites for the traveller community are located 

close to infrastructure or services and facilities so that the needs of the 

community are met and accessibility improved.  

++ ++ ++ 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good quality 

affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, mix and 

location to meet local needs. 

By providing sites for the travelling community, housing needs will be 

met whilst the scale of each site will be appropriate to the surrounding 

area.  

++ ++ ++ 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of health and 

well-being. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through encouraging 

viable and vibrant communities. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce journey 

miles undertaken by car. 

By locating sites near existing infrastructure there is the potential for 

public transport provision to be used by the community.  
+ + + 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage 

assets and their settings. 

The policy specifically notes consistency with other Plan policies as a 

requirement for site developments. 
+ + + 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important wildlife 

habitats. 
Sites will be located in specific areas to protect the local environment.  + + + 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. 
The policy specifically notes consistency with other Plan policies as a 

requirement for site developments. 
+ + + 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by adapting to 

the impacts of climate change, including sea level rise. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect geodiversity, soil 

quality and mineral resources. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national and/or 

WHO targets. 

The policy specifically notes consistency with other Plan policies as a 

requirement for site developments. 
+ + + 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the countryside and 

local landscape character. 

The policy specifically notes consistency with other Plan policies as a 

requirement for site developments. 
+ + + 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting the 

growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to investment in 

both urban and rural areas. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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Table P27: Policy H7 Agricultural and Essential Workers Accommodation 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good quality 

affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, mix and 

location to meet local needs. 

The policy provides accommodation for rural workers which ensure 

that local needs are met. 
+ + + 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of health and 

well-being. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion geographically 

and demographically through encouraging viable and vibrant 

communities. 

Supports operation of rural industry, providing additional (yet specific) 

accommodation in specific rural areas. 
+ + + 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, promote 

sustainable modes of transport and reduce journey miles 

undertaken by car. 

Locating workers closer to employment reduces need for transport. + + + 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage assets 

and their settings. 

The policy seeks to protect the surrounding environment from the 

impacts of the development of rural accommodation, which can be 

considered as including townscape. 

+ + + 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important wildlife 

habitats. 

The policy seeks to protect the surrounding environment from the 

impacts of the development of rural accommodation. 
+ + + 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by adapting to 

the impacts of climate change, including sea level rise. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect geodiversity, soil 

quality and mineral resources. 

The policy enables development where it would represent a better 

use of the land than the current use. 
0 + + 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 
The policy enables development which would reduce or remove any 

need for worker transport, with a small scale effect. 
+ + + 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national and/or 

WHO targets. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the countryside and 

local landscape character. 

The policy seeks to protect the surrounding environment from the 

impacts of the development of rural accommodation, which can be 

considered as including landscape. 

+ + + 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting the 

growth and diversification of business sectors and improving 

the attractiveness of the District to investment in both urban 

and rural areas. 

The provision of rural workers accommodation will help to strengthen 

the local economy by supporting the development and growth of rural 

businesses. 

+ + + 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that matches 

the skills profile for the local population. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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Table P28: Policy H8 Provision for Houseboats 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good quality 

affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, mix and 

location to meet local needs. 

The policy supports the use of houseboats which provides an 

alternative form of accommodation for members of the local 

population. 

+ + + 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of health and 

well-being. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion geographically 

and demographically through encouraging viable and vibrant 

communities. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, promote 

sustainable modes of transport and reduce journey miles 

undertaken by car. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage assets 

and their settings. 

The policy ensures that there will not be any significant detrimental 

impacts to character which includes the townscape. 
+ + + 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important wildlife 

habitats. 

The policy ensures that houseboats are not located within or adjacent 

to internationally designated sites and that there will not be any 

detrimental impacts to biodiversity. 

+ + + 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources.  
The policy specifically states that there will not be any impacts from 

pollution, so water quality will be maintained. 
+ + + 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by adapting to 

the impacts of climate change, including sea level rise. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect geodiversity, soil 

quality and mineral resources. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national and/or 

WHO targets. 

The policy specifically states that there will not be any impacts from 

pollution, so air quality levels will be maintained.  
+ + + 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the countryside and 

local landscape character. 

The policy ensures that there will not be any significant detrimental 

impacts to character which includes the landscape.  
+ + + 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting the 

growth and diversification of business sectors and improving 

the attractiveness of the District to investment in both urban 

and rural areas. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that matches 

the skills profile for the local population. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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Table P29: Policy N1 Green Infrastructure Network 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The provision of a green infrastructure network will help reduce the 

accessibility issues within the District. 
++ +++ +++ 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good quality 

affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, mix and 

location to meet local needs. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of health and 

well-being. 

The provision of a green infrastructure network will help promote 

healthy lifestyles and provide recreational areas which will improve 

overall wellbeing. 

+ + ++ 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion geographically 

and demographically through encouraging viable and vibrant 

communities. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, promote 

sustainable modes of transport and reduce journey miles 

undertaken by car. 

The green infrastructure network will provide a way of using 

alternative modes of transport to access key areas of towns etc. 
+ + ++ 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage assets 

and their settings. 

The development of a green infrastructure network is likely to lead to 

the enhancement of the local townscape and designs could, where 

possible, enhance the settings of heritage assets. 

+ + ++ 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important wildlife 

habitats. 

The policy will seek to protect natural environment features and 

enhance the overall environmental quality of an area.  Green 

infrastructure can provide alternative areas for recreation, alleviating 

pressure on more sensitive areas such as those designated for their 

conservation interest. It can also provide ecological buffer zones and 

ecological corridors. 

++ ++ +++ 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by adapting to 

the impacts of climate change, including sea level rise. 

The development of a green infrastructure network is likely to reduce 

surface water run-off and thus reduce the risk of flooding events 

occurring. 

+ + + 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect geodiversity, soil 

quality and mineral resources. 

The development of a green infrastructure network, whilst to be 

supported, is not necessarily considered to be the most efficient use 

of land in relation to the housing/development needs of the District.  

- - - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national and/or 

WHO targets. 

The enhancement of open space may improve air quality locally. 

Also, the network could increase the number of people walking and 

cycling which would reduce traffic emissions. 

+ + + 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the countryside and 

local landscape character. 

The protection and enhancement of open space and areas of 

biodiversity interest will help to maintain the quality of the landscape 

and countryside. 

++ ++ ++ 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting the 

growth and diversification of business sectors and improving 

the attractiveness of the District to investment in both urban 

and rural areas. 

Improvements are likely to enhance the attractiveness of the District 

which may encourage increased investment. 
+ + + 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that matches 

the skills profile for the local population. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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Table P30: Policy N2 Natural Environment, Geodiversity and Biodiversity 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good quality 

affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, mix and 

location to meet local needs. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of health and 

well-being. 

The protection and enhancement of the natural environment within the 

district will provide areas for the local populations to use for improving 

health and well-being. 

+ + + 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through encouraging 

viable and vibrant communities. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce journey 

miles undertaken by car. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage 

assets and their settings. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important wildlife 

habitats. 

The policy seeks to protect and enhance biodiversity; both designated 

and undesignated which is likely to lead to the achievement of this 

objective.  In addition, the need to deliver a net gain where possible 

has been identified for all development. 

++ +++ +++ 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by adapting to 

the impacts of climate change, including sea level rise. 

The nature of many of the designated areas in the District (e.g. 

intertidal habitats) is such that they provide some natural protection 

against rising sea levels.  Protecting the sites will maintain this, with the 

impact increasing as the risks associated with alternative action 

increase. 

+ + ++ 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect geodiversity, soil 

quality and mineral resources. 

The policy seeks to protect and enhance sites which are protected for 

their geological value.  In addition, the need to deliver a net gain where 

possible has been identified for all development. 

+ + + 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national and/or 

WHO targets. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the countryside and 

local landscape character. 

By protecting and enhancing natural environment features, the quality 

of the landscape and countryside will also be maintained. 
++ ++ ++ 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting the 

growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to investment in 

both urban and rural areas. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 

By protecting the environment and in particular the internationally 

designated sites, sites of tourist interest will be maintained. 
+ + + 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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Table P10: Policy N3 Open Space, Sport and Leisure 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The provision of open space, sport and leisure facilities within the 

District to meet the local needs will enable the local population to 

access a range of important facilities.  The policy also includes the 

need for development to contribute towards improving accessibility to 

these features. 

++ ++ ++ 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good quality 

affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, mix and 

location to meet local needs. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of health and 

well-being. 

The provision of open space and sport facilities will support and 

encourage the local population to adopt healthier lifestyles.  The need 

to contribute to the improvement of accessibility to these features will 

also help promote healthier lifestyles. 

+ ++ ++ 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion geographically 

and demographically through encouraging viable and vibrant 

communities. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, promote 

sustainable modes of transport and reduce journey miles 

undertaken by car. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage assets 

and their settings. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important wildlife 

habitats. 

Provision of open space can provide alternative areas for recreation, 

alleviating pressure on more sensitive areas such as those designated 

for their conservation interest. 

+ ++ ++ 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by adapting to 

the impacts of climate change, including sea level rise. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect geodiversity, soil 

quality and mineral resources. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national and/or 

WHO targets. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the countryside and 

local landscape character. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting the 

growth and diversification of business sectors and improving 

the attractiveness of the District to investment in both urban 

and rural areas. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that matches 

the skills profile for the local population. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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Table P32: Policy T1 Sustainable Transport 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The provision of sustainable transport in new developments, and the 

inclusion of bus services, cycle and footpaths routes will help to 

improve the accessibility of the local community to key services and 

facilities. 

+ ++ ++ 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good quality 

affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, mix and 

location to meet local needs. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of health and 

well-being. 

The inclusion of cycle and footpath routes will improve community 

health and well-being. 
+ + ++ 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion geographically 

and demographically through encouraging viable and vibrant 

communities. 

The provision of a range of transport methods will help to reduce rural 

isolation and also encourage social inclusion. 
++ ++ ++ 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, promote 

sustainable modes of transport and reduce journey miles 

undertaken by car. 

The policy specifically seeks to improve public transport and to 

promote its usage by the local population. 
++ ++ +++ 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage assets 

and their settings. 

By diverting traffic away from the historic town centres the townscape 

and heritage assets will receive a degree of protection. 
+ + + 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important wildlife 

habitats. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources.  No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by adapting to 

the impacts of climate change, including sea level rise. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect geodiversity, soil 

quality and mineral resources. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 

The promotion of sustainable transport, cycling and walking will help to 

reduce emissions as cars will be used less for travelling around the 

District. 

++ ++ ++ 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national and/or 

WHO targets. 

The promotion of sustainable transport, cycling and walking will help to 

reduce emissions as cars will be used less for travelling around the 

District. 

++ ++ ++ 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the countryside and 

local landscape character. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting the 

growth and diversification of business sectors and improving 

the attractiveness of the District to investment in both urban 

and rural areas. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 

Sustainable transport systems can be a factor in the delivery of more 

sustainable tourism. 
+ + + 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that matches 

the skills profile for the local population. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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Table P33: Policy T2 Accessibility 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The policy provides a number of measures which will improve 

accessibility to services by all members of the community. 
+++ +++ +++ 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good quality 

affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, mix and 

location to meet local needs. 

This policy will help to meet local needs by providing the correct 

transport infrastructure for the community.  
+ + + 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of health and 

well-being. 

The provision of cycling and walking routes and requirement that good 

access to the countryside be provided will help to facilitate healthier 

lifestyles and improved well-being.  

+ + ++ 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through encouraging 

viable and vibrant communities. 

The policy provides for transport schemes to increase accessibility in 

the rural areas, thereby helping to reduce rural isolation. 
+ + + 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce journey 

miles undertaken by car. 

Improving public transport and providing modes of sustainable 

transport is the main goal of this policy.  
++ ++ ++ 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage 

assets and their settings. 

The encouragement of public transport will help to reduce the amount 

of traffic and the roads and reduce impacts to the townscape. 
+ + + 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important wildlife 

habitats. 

The increase in accessibility to the countryside has the potential to put 

additional pressure on biodiversity features.  However, this increase 

will be at the development scale and will not affect the Districts 

biodiversity overall. In addition, the improvement in accessibility could 

enhance people’s awareness and appreciation of the natural 

environment. 

0 0 0 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources.  No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by adapting to 

the impacts of climate change, including sea level rise. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect geodiversity, soil 

quality and mineral resources. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 

Public transport will reduce the amount of cars on the road and 

therefore help to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The provision of 

cycle routes will also help.  

++ ++ ++ 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national and/or 

WHO targets. 

Public transport will reduce the amount of cars on the road and 

therefore help to maintain air quality. The provision of cycle routes will 

also help.  

++ ++ ++ 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the countryside and 

local landscape character. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting the 

growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to investment in 

both urban and rural areas. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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Table P34: Policy I1 Infrastructure and Services 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The policy will protect existing infrastructure and ensure that new 

development provides the correct infrastructure to support community 

needs, which will include accessibility to services.  Whilst this provision 

will be pooled between developments, an improvement is still likely to be 

achieved. 

++ ++ ++ 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good quality 

affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, mix and 

location to meet local needs. 

The policy will meet existing and future community needs.   + + + 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of health 

and well-being. 

By providing sustainable transport, the community will have alternative 

modes of exercising and could improve their health and wellbeing.  
+ + + 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through encouraging 

viable and vibrant communities. 

The improvement of infrastructure will help to reduce social exclusion 

and rural isolation.  
+ + ++ 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

This policy will provide sustainable transport modes in the appropriate 

locations. Whilst this provision will be pooled between developments, an 

improvement is still likely to be achieved. 

++ ++ +++ 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage 

assets and their settings. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important wildlife 

habitats. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by adapting 

to the impacts of climate change, including sea level rise. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 + 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect geodiversity, 

soil quality and mineral resources. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 

Public transport will reduce the amount of cars on the road and therefore 

help to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The provision of cycle routes 

will also help.  

+ + + 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national and/or 

WHO targets. 

Public transport will reduce the amount of cars on the road and therefore 

help to maintain air quality. The provision of cycle routes will also help.  
+ + + 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the countryside 

and local landscape character. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting the 

growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to investment in 

both urban and rural areas. 

The policy will enhance movement around the District and will increase 

supporting infrastructure for new business. Also by enhancing 

community and environmental needs the policy will create a more 

attractive District for new employers and employees. 

+ + ++ 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 
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Table P35: Policy I2 Health and Wellbeing 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The policy will help to maximise accessibility to services particularly for 

vulnerable groups. 
+ ++ ++ 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good quality 

affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, mix and 

location to meet local needs. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of health 

and well-being. 

The policy will ensure increased access to green spaces and 

opportunities for higher levels of physical activity . The policy includes 

the delivery of a new health care facility which will be easily accessible. 

++ ++ ++ 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through encouraging 

viable and vibrant communities. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 + + 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage 

assets and their settings. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important wildlife 

habitats. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by adapting 

to the impacts of climate change, including sea level rise. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect geodiversity, 

soil quality and mineral resources. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. No obvious direct effects. 0 + + 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of Effect 

ST MT LT 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national and/or 

WHO targets. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 + + 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the countryside 

and local landscape character. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting the 

growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to investment in 

both urban and rural areas. 

No obvious direct effects. 0 + + 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 0 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 
No obvious direct effects. 0 + + 
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APPENDIX C – Alternative Sites List 
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Ref. Site Name Proposal 

S1 RE1: West of Maldon (Hall Farm) Indicative site capacity of 450 homes in LDP Policy S2. 

S2 RE2: North of Scraley Road Indicative site capacity of 350 homes in LDP Policy S2. 

S3 RE3: East of Burnham-on-Crouch Indicative site capacity of 100 homes in LDP Policy S2. 

S4 
Land at South of St Lawrence 

Drive, St Lawrence 
Alternative site.  Capacity stated to be in the region of 150 dwellings. 

S5 South of The Street, Latchingdon Alternative site.  Indicates around 150 dwellings, sports, community, and commercial area. 

S6 
Land West of Nipsells Chase, 

Mayland 
Alternative site.  Submission states that there is scope for up to 228 units on 7.6ha. 

S7 
Former All Saints Primary School, 

London Road, Maldon 
Alternative site. Submission states that the site is underutilised and offers opportunity for change of use. 

S8 Site at edge of Langford Alternative site.  Submission states that there is scope for 20 dwellings and employment site. 

S9 Oval Park, Langford Site allocated for employment use 11.75ha.  Rewording of policy sought to provide greater flexibility. 

S10 
Primrose Meadow, Mundon Road, 

Maldon 
Alternative site promoted for 90 dwellings. 

S11 North Fambridge extension Alternative site.  Extension to North Fambridge being promoted for 850-1,250 dwellings. 

S12 London Road, Maldon Alternative site promoted for 70 dwellings. 

S13 St Peter’s Hospital  Alternative site.  Mixed use enabling development sought. 

S14 Pippins Road, East of Burnham Reserve Site (as RE3). 

S15 
Land to the East of Wood Lane, 

Heybridge 
Alternative site.  Capacity stated to be approximately 35 dwellings. 

S16 
Land adjacent to Panorma, 

Barnhall Road, Tolleshunt Knights 
Alternative site. 

S17 
Land adjacent to Higham, 

Barnhall Road, Tolleshunt Knights 
Alternative site. 

S18 The Street, Latchingdon Alternative site. 
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Ref. Site Name Proposal 

S19 
Land to the South of Button’s Hill, 

Althorne 
Alternative site. 

S20 
North Maldon Growers Ltd, 

Goldhanger 
Alternative site. 

S21 
Seabrook Ltd, Chapel Road, 

Tolleshunt D’Arcy 
Alternative site. 

S22 
Tollesbury Road, Tolleshunt 

D’Arcy 
Alternative site. 

S23 Burnham Road, Latchingdon Alternative site. 

S24 Blind Lane, Goldhanger Alternative site. 

S25 Stow Maries Garage Alternative site. 

S26 
The Old Dairy, Broad Street 

Green 
Alternative site. 

S27 Willow Grange, Latchingon Alternative site.  Refers to previous submission. 

S28 Leigh Industrial Estate, Heybridge Alternative site.  Redevelopment of the Leigh Industrial Estate being promoted for housing. 

S29 Land North of Althorne Station Alternative site.  Capacity up to 150 dwellings. 

S30 
Land adjacent to Vicarage Court, 

Southminster 
Alternative site. 

S31 
Land North of Fambridge Road, 

Althorne 
Alternative site. 

S32 
Land to the South of Church Hill, 

Purleigh 
Alternative site.  Proposal for around 14 dwellings. 

S33 
Land off East End Road at 

Bradwell-on-Sea 
Alternative site.  Identified in Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) as site 4444a. 

S34 Land at Wickham Bishops Alternative site.  Capacity up to 94 dwellings. 

S35 Nipsells Farm, Mayland Alternative site.  Relates to SHLAA submission. 
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Ref. Site Name Proposal 

S36 
Land to the North of Burnham-on-

Crouch (West and East) 
Include as part of Reserve Site (RE3) for development beyond the Plan period. 

S37 
Sadds Wharf, Station Road, 

Maldon 
Alternative site.  Allocation for housing sought. 

S38 
Land north of Woodrolfe  Road, 

Tollesbury 
Alternative site.  Amend settlement boundary to include site. 

S39 
Land at Blackthorn Way, 

Tolleshunt Knights 
Alternative site.  Amend settlement boundary to include site. 

S40 
Land at Mill Field, Hall Road, 

Great Totham 
Alternative site.  Amend settlement boundary to include site.  Capacity 50 dwellings. 

S41 
Treelawn Nursery, Rudley Green, 

Purleigh 
Alternative site.  Consider providing a settlement boundary for Rudley Green and including site within boundary. 

S42 
Timber Yard, Heybridge Basin, 

Heybridge 
Alternative site.  Amend site boundary for Heybridge Basin to include whole site of Timber Yard. 

S43 South of Hall Road, Heybridge Alternative site.  Amend designation of Policy S5 (Maldon and Heybridge Central Area) to include site. 

S44 Wycke Hill North Allocated site S2(b) should be reinstated to 450 dwellings. 

S45 
Land at Belvedere Road, 

Burnham-on-Crouch 
Alternative site.  Capacity of 200 dwellings and 2,000 sqm of commercial floorspace. 

S46 North Fambridge Alternative site (ref 4390a in SHLAA).  Site capable of accommodating more than 75 dwellings. 

S47 Site in Woodham Mortimer Alternative site (ref 5001 in SHLAA). 

S48 
Mayfair Industrial Estate, 

Latchingdon 
Alternative site.  Land to the north of the site, adjacent to the river. 

S49 Maldon Hall Farm Site 
Refers to LDP Policy S2: Strategic Growth, Reserve Site RE1.  Reserve Site RE1 should be included within 

settlement boundary of Maldon and allocated as a mixed-use strategic allocation. 

S50 
Drinkwater Farm, Maldon Road, 

Bradwell-on-Sea 

Alternative site.  Site represents opportunity to provide additional market and affordable housing above planning 

permission ref. 07/00842. 



 

08 March 2017 MALDON LDP POST EXAMINATION SA REPORT I&B9X1918R013F0.7 161  

 

Ref. Site Name Proposal 

S51 Land off North End, Southminster Alternative site.  Development for up to 240 dwellings. 

S52 
Land off Southminster Road, 

Burnham-on-Crouch 
Alternative site.  Residential development. 

S53 

Land East of Broad Street Green 

Road and North of Lofts Farm 

Drive, Heybridge 

Alternative site.  545 dwellings in two villages, 28 dwellings infill, school, GP surgery, retail and business space. 

S54 
Land West of Burnham-on-

Crouch, Burnham-on-Crouch 
Alternative site.  Increased housing level sought at Burnham-on-Crouch. 

E1 Commodity Centre, Braxted 

Road, Great Braxted 

1.2ha employment site 

E2 Great Hayes Business Centre, 

Lower Burnham Road, Stow 

Maries 

1.8ha employment site 
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APPENDIX D – Alternative Site Detailed Assessment Tables 
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Table S1: RE1: West of Maldon (Hall Farm) 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services 

and facilities for all sectors of the community. 
Considered to be neutral. 0 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, 

tenure, mix and location to meet local needs. 

Up to 450 homes provides a significant contribution to the achievement of this objective. ++ 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 
Proximity to major road could impact on noise and reduce health of residents could arise. - 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

Sufficient mix of affordable will ensure achievement of this objective, therefore considered to be 

a net positive. 
+ 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

Given the distance from the town centre there could potentially be increased dependency on 

private vehicle use for access to employment and services / facilities. 
- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

There is a collection of listed buildings nearby.  Whilst sensitive design may reduce impact, some 

potential disturbance to setting could arise.  As it is agricultural land there is a potential for 

archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would be required to rule out potentially significant 

impact. 

-- 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land, though there are nearby sites (woodland, SSSI) that could be disturbed 

(as on the border).  International sites are over 1km away and no direct impacts and limited 

potential for indirect impacts. 

0 

8 
To protect quality and levels of local water 

resources. 
Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could 

prevent flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 

There may be an increase in dependency on private vehicular transport and mileage resulting in 

an increase in greenhouse gas emissions.  The impact could be dependent on whether or not 

there would be access provision across the A414. 

- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

There may be an increase in dependency on private vehicular transport and mileage resulting in 

an increase in emissions and deterioration in local air quality.  The impact could be dependent 

on whether or not there would be access provision across the A414. 

- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character could be affected. - 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors 

and improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 
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Table S2: RE2: North of Scraley Road (Heybridge) 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 
Considered to be neutral. 0 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, 

mix and location to meet local needs. 

Up to 350 homes provides a significant contribution to the achievement of this objective. ++ 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 
Existing PRoW link adjacent, therefore considered a net positive. + 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

Sufficient mix of affordable will ensure achievement of this objective, therefore considered to be 

a net positive. 
+ 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

Dependent on the design and transport and access (public transport) provision, considered to 

be neutral. 
0 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage 

assets and their settings. 

There are listed buildings in the area but sensitive design could avoid impact.  As it is 

agricultural land there is a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would be 

required to rule out potentially significant impact. 

0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land, though there is a nearby SSSI, however that is geological and 

unaffected.  International sites are over 1.1km away and no direct impacts and limited potential 

for indirect impacts. 

0 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. 
Neutral given provision of water through AW, though in nitrate zone there is no significant 

source or pathway for impact on it. 
0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could 

prevent flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 
Dependent on the design and transport and access (public transport and green infrastructure) 

provision, therefore considered to be neutral. 
0 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

Dependent on the design and transport and access (public transport and green infrastructure) 

provision, therefore considered to be neutral. 
0 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 

Local character would be affected, however through appropriate design should minimise impact 

on local landscape. 
- 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 
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Table S3: RE3: East of Burnham-on-Crouch 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services 

and facilities for all sectors of the community. 
Considered to be neutral. 0 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, 

tenure, mix and location to meet local needs. 

Up to 100 homes provides a significant contribution to the achievement of this objective. ++ 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 
Existing PRoW link adjacent, therefore considered a net positive. + 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

Sufficient mix of affordable will ensure achievement of this objective, therefore considered to be 

a net positive. 
+ 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

Uncertainty over transport infrastructure and whether works would be required due to remote 

nature and lack of access to all services and infrastructure.  There is likely to be a greater 

requirement for private vehicle use in addition to the public transport support. 

- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

Nearest listed buildings are over 500m away and no impact expected.  As it is agricultural land 

there is a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would be required to rule out 

potentially significant impact. 

0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land.  No key habitats or sites nearby.  International sites are 1km away 

(separated by intervening urban area) and no direct impacts and limited potential for indirect 

impacts. 

0 

8 
To protect quality and levels of local water 

resources. 

Neutral given provision of water through AW, though in nitrate zone there is no significant source 

or pathway for impact on it. 
0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could 

prevent flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 

Increased private transport mileage is predicted due to the number of dwellings and likely 

employment out of the settlement as well as access to services and facilities outside of the 

settlement, so an increase in greenhouse gas emissions is likely. 

- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

Increased private transport mileage is predicted due to the number of dwellings and likely 

employment out of the settlement as well as access to services and facilities outside of the 

settlement, so an increase in emissions is likely with subsequent deterioration in local air quality. 

- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character could be affected. - 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors 

and improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 
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Table S4: RE4 Land at South of St Lawrence Drive, St Lawrence 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services 

and facilities for all sectors of the community. 

Uncertainty over transport infrastructure and whether works would be required due to remote 

nature and small size of the existing settlement. 
- 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, 

tenure, mix and location to meet local needs. 

The size and number will provide a contribution to the achievement of this objective. + 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

Given the remoteness there is likely to be a greater requirement for private vehicle use.  

However, predicted to be neutral. 
0 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

Sufficient mix of affordable will ensure achievement of this objective, therefore considered to be 

a net positive. 
+ 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

Uncertainty over transport infrastructure and whether works would be required due to remote 

nature and small size of the existing settlement.  There is likely to be a greater requirement for 

private vehicle use without extensive public transport support. 

- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

Nearest listed buildings are over 1.5km away and no impact expected.  As it is agricultural land 

there is a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would be required to rule out 

potentially significant impact. 

0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land.  No key habitats or sites nearby.  International sites are less than 150m 

away (separated at nearest point by existing intervening urban area), and no direct impacts 

would occur.  Potential for indirect (disturbance) impacts could arise as a result of recreational 

disturbance but this would be dependent on green infrastructure and access provision.  A 

potential likely significant effect could arise therefore a detailed HRA would be required. 

-- 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

8 
To protect quality and levels of local water 

resources. 
Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone, though on edge.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however 

SuDS could prevent flood risk increase.  Access is within flood zones 2 and 3, which currently 

benefits from defences. 

- 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 
Given the scale and the dependency on transport (including private vehicle mileage) there is 

likely to be an increase in greenhouse gas emissions. 
- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

Given the scale and the dependency on transport (including private vehicle mileage) there is 

likely to be an increase in emissions and deterioration in local air quality. 
- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character could be noticeably affected by this large scale development. -- 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors 

and improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 
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Table S5: RE5 South of The Street, Latchingdon 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The indicative design provides for opportunities for some community facilities provision, 

access, etc.  Uncertainty over transport infrastructure and whether works would be required 

due to increase in size of the existing smaller settlement.  There is likely to be an increase in 

dependency on transport for commuting and access to services and facilities outside the 

settlement. 

0 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, 

mix and location to meet local needs. 

Could provide a contribution to the achievement of total affordable dwellings for the existing 

settlement though isolation from services could arise and at variance with local community 

need. 

0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

The indicative design provides for significant opportunities for green infrastructure and access 

provision and recreational activities that would create healthier lifestyle to new and existing 

residents.  However, lack of access to full range of services / infrastructure / facilities and 

distance would result in increased vehicle use. 

+ 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

The significant size of the proposal could increase the size of the existing settlement.  

However, it could result in a significant increase in the population and potentially impact on the 

existing settlement and community structure. 

- 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

Uncertainty over transport infrastructure and whether works would be required due to remote 

nature and small size of the existing settlement.  There is likely to be a greater requirement for, 

and dependency on, private vehicle use without extensive public transport support. 

-- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage 

assets and their settings. 

There are listed buildings within 50m.  Whilst sensitive design may reduce impact, some 

potential disturbance to setting could arise.  As it is agricultural land there is a potential for 

archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would be required to rule out potentially significant 

impact. 

-- 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land.  No key habitats or sites nearby.  International sites are more than 

2km away and no direct or indirect impacts are likely.  Possible creation / enhancement of 

habitats. 

0 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could 

prevent flood risk increase.  Significant possible area to reduce surface water run-off.  

Localised surface water flooding occurs in the area. 

0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 
Given the scale and the likely high dependency on transport (much of which would be private 

vehicle) there would be an increase in greenhouse gas emissions. 
-- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

Given the scale and the likely high dependency on transport (much of which would be private 

vehicle) there would be an increase in emissions and deterioration in local air quality. 
-- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 

Local character could be noticeably affected by this comparably large scale development.  

Indicative design presents clear opportunities for enhancement of local landscape character. 
0 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

Provides housing for employees, but the location is not currently linked to business sectors and 

locations, albeit village retail provision and business park provision provided in indicative plan. 
+ 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

Provides indirect support by the provision of housing and affordable housing with provision for 

commercial / employment land. 
+ 
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Table S6: RE6 Land West of Nipsells Chase, Mayland 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services 

and facilities for all sectors of the community. 

Uncertainty over transport infrastructure and whether works would be required due to remote 

nature and small size of the existing settlement. 
- 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, 

tenure, mix and location to meet local needs. 

A negligible provision could arise. 0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 
Given the remoteness there is likely to be a greater requirement for private vehicle use. - 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

Could provide a sufficient mix of affordable will ensure achievement of this objective.  However, it 

could result in a significant increase in the population and potentially impact on the existing 

settlement and community structure. 

- 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

Uncertainty over transport infrastructure and whether works would be required due to remote 

nature and small size of the existing settlement.  There is likely to be a greater requirement for, 

and dependency on, private vehicle use without extensive public transport support. 

-- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

Nearest heritage assets are distant and no impact expected.  As it is woodland and agricultural 

land there is a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would be required to rule 

out potentially significant impact. 

0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land and woodland, with BAP woodland habitat present.  International sites 

are less than 250m away so whilst no direct impacts would occur there is a potential for indirect 

(disturbance) impacts could arise as a result of recreational disturbance. 

--- 

8 
To protect quality and levels of local water 

resources. 
Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone, though on edge.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however 

SuDS could prevent flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 
Given the scale and the likely moderate to high dependency on transport (much of which would 

be private vehicle) there would be an increase in greenhouse gas emissions. 
-- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

Given the scale and the likely moderate to high dependency on transport (much of which would 

be private vehicle) there would be an increase in emissions and deterioration in local air quality. 
-- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character would be affected by loss of woodland. -- 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors 

and improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 
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Table S7: RE7 Former All Saints Primary School, London Road, Maldon 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

Location achieves this objective it provides dwellings with access to wide range of services 

and facilities. 
++ 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, mix 

and location to meet local needs. 

Small number could be provided. + 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of health 

and well-being. 

The location within central Maldon would enable pedestrian access to employment, 

services, facilities, etc.  However, location is adjacent to busy road and noise and air quality 

issues would also contribute to an overall neutral result. 

0 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through encouraging 

viable and vibrant communities. 

Limited scale and hence no notable achievement of this objective. 0 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

The location within central Maldon would enable pedestrian access to employment, 

services, facilities, etc., utilising sustainable transport modes. 
+ 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage 

assets and their settings. 

The former school building is listed and could be significantly impacted particularly if re-

development is insensitive or could result in the loss of the structure. 
--- 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important wildlife 

habitats. 

Not likely to be present in the urban context, though survey required for species such as 

bats. 
0 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by adapting 

to the impacts of climate change, including sea level rise. 
Not in the flood zone.  Existing urban development. 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect geodiversity, 

soil quality and mineral resources. 
No loss of resources. 0 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 
Would achieve to a negligible degree (reuse and retention of urban access) and due to 

sustainable transport influence. 
+ 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national and/or 

WHO targets. 

Would achieve to a negligible degree (reuse and retention of urban access) and due to 

sustainable transport influence. 
+ 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. No natural resource loss. 0 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the countryside 

and local landscape character. 
Local character could be significantly affected. -- 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting the 

growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to investment 

in both urban and rural areas 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at 

development level. 
0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at 

development level. 
0 
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Table S8: RE8 Site at edge of Langford 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services 

and facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The location is not closely linked to services and facilities and there would be pressure on the 

transport provision and a potential increase in private vehicle mileage. 
- 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, 

mix and location to meet local needs. 

Could provide a contribution to the achievement of total affordable dwellings for the existing 

settlement though isolation from services could arise and at variance with local community need. 
0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

Given the remoteness there is likely to be a greater requirement for private vehicle use.  

However, given the adjacent PRoW network it is considered to be neutral. 
0 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

Small number of affordable units will ensure achievement of this objective, therefore considered 

to be a net positive. 
+ 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

Uncertainty over transport infrastructure and whether works would be required due to remote 

nature and small size of the existing settlement.  There is likely to be a greater requirement for, 

and dependency on, private vehicle use without extensive public transport support. 

- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

There is a collection of listed buildings nearby.  Whilst sensitive design may reduce impact, 

some potential disturbance to setting could arise.  As it is agricultural land there is a potential for 

archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would be required to rule out potentially significant 

impact. 

-- 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land.  Nearest international sites are over 2.2km away and no direct impacts 

and limited potential for indirect impacts. 
0 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could 

prevent flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 
Possible increase in emissions due to the likely need for commuting to employment locations 

and other access requirements to services, retail, etc. 
- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

Possible decrease in local air quality due to the likely need for commuting to employment 

locations and other access requirements to services, retail, etc. 
- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character could be affected. - 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors 

and improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 
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Table S9: RE9 Oval Park, Langford 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The location is not closely linked to services and facilities and there would be pressure on the 

transport provision and a potential increase in private vehicle mileage. 
-- 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, 

mix and location to meet local needs. 

A number of affordable units would support achievement of this objective, though isolation from 

services could arise and at variance with local community need. 
- 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

There are no existing PRoW links to the area.  Given the lack of open space, access links, and 

likely dependence on vehicular transport this location would be contrary to the intention of this 

objective. 

- 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

Small number of affordable units will ensure achievement of this objective, though isolation from 

services could arise.  However, it could result in a significant increase in the population and 

could adversely impact on the existing settlement and community structure. 

0 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

Uncertainty over transport infrastructure and whether works would be required due to remote 

nature and small size of the existing settlement.  There is likely to be a greater requirement for 

and dependency on private vehicle use without extensive public transport support given location 

away from any sizeable settlement. 

-- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

There are listed buildings nearby and the site is within a Conservation Area.  Whilst sensitive 

design may reduce impact, some potential disturbance to setting could arise.  Area is 

brownfield, though there remains a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would 

be required to rule out. 

- 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is previously developed land but there is extensive woodland habitat, and there would be a 

loss of mature trees and associated species.  Nearest international sites are over 3km away and 

no direct impacts and limited potential for indirect impacts. 

- 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could 

prevent flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified and area is previously developed. 0 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 
Possible increase due to the likely high dependency for vehicle use for commuting to 

employment locations and other access requirements to services, retail, etc. 
-- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

Possible decrease in local air quality due to likely high dependency for vehicle use for 

commuting to employment locations and other access requirements to services, retail, etc. 
-- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. No natural resource loss. 0 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character would be affected by loss of mature trees and woodland. - 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

The proposal removes available employment land. - 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 
The proposal removes the potential for local employment opportunity and diversity. - 

  



 

08 March 2017 MALDON LDP POST EXAMINATION SA REPORT I&B9X1918R013F0.7 182  

 

Table S10: RE10 Primrose Meadow, Mundon Road, Maldon 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The proposal could achieve this objective due to provision of dwellings.  Key concern is 

the loss of open space for recreation. 
0 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good quality 

affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, mix and 

location to meet local needs. 

Small number could be provided. + 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of health and 

well-being. 
Could achieve provided access to open space is retained and made more appealing. 0 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through encouraging 

viable and vibrant communities. 

Could contribute to the achievement of this objective. + 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

Could contribute to the achievement of this objective due to existing urban location. + 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage 

assets and their settings. 

Reduction through loss of townscape elements of the open space, though appropriate 

design could mitigate some of this loss. 
0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important wildlife 

habitats. 
Not likely to be present in the urban context. 0 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by adapting to 

the impacts of climate change, including sea level rise. 

Not in flood zone though adjacent to flood risk zone.  Could increase run-off and impact 

elsewhere however SuDS could prevent flood risk increase. 
0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect geodiversity, soil 

quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified. 0 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. Would achieve to a negligible degree (reuse and retention of urban access). + 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national and/or 

WHO targets. 
Would achieve to a negligible degree (reuse and retention of urban access). + 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. No natural resource loss. 0 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the countryside and 

local landscape character. 

Reduction through loss of local landscape elements of the open space, though 

appropriate design could mitigate some of this loss. 
0 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting the 

growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to investment in 

both urban and rural areas 

The additional educational facility provision and subsequent continued improvement in 

education could encourage investment and improve skills provision and contribute to this 

objective. 

++ 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

The additional educational facility provision and enhancement of sports facilities 

contributes to this objective. 
+ 
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Table S11: RE11 North Fambridge extension 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services 

and facilities for all sectors of the community. 

Uncertainty over transport infrastructure and whether works would be required due to remote 

nature and small size of the existing settlement.  There is nearby national rail access providing 

sustainable transport to other services at other locations. 

0 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, 

mix and location to meet local needs. 

A large number of affordable units would support achievement of this objective, though it would 

exceed the local community need. 
0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

Given the remoteness there is likely to be a greater requirement for private vehicle use.  

However, there is adjacent PRoW network and therefore predicted to be neutral. 
0 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

Sufficient mix of affordable will contribute to the achievement of this objective.  However, it 

would result in a significant increase in the population and potentially impact on the existing 

settlement and community structure. 

0 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

Uncertainty over transport infrastructure and whether works would be required due to remote 

nature and small size of the existing settlement.  There is likely to be a greater requirement for 

private vehicle use without extensive public transport support.  However, this is tempered by the 

nearby national rail access providing sustainable transport to other services at other locations. 

- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

No designated heritage assets nearby and no impact expected.  As it is agricultural land there is 

a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would be required to rule out potentially 

significant impact. 

0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land.  No key habitats or sites in the area.  International sites are less than 

160m away though no direct impacts would occur.  Potential for significant indirect (disturbance) 

impacts could arise as a result of recreational disturbance.  A potential likely significant effect 

could arise therefore a detailed HRA would be required. 

-- 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. Will require improvement to WWTW to ensure no deterioration in water quality. -- 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone, though on edge.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however 

SuDS could prevent flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 
Possible increase due to the likely need for commuting to employment locations and other 

access requirements to services, retail, etc., minimised by the rail provision. 
- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

Possible increase due to the likely need for commuting to employment locations and other 

access requirements to services, retail, etc., minimised by the rail provision. 
- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character affected. - 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors 

and improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 
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Table S12: RE12 London Road, Maldon 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

Given location on the edge of Maldon and linked to existing urban area there would be 

achievement toward this objective. 
+ 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, 

mix and location to meet local needs. 

Would provide a notable contribution to the achievement of this objective. + 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 
The proximity to major road could impact on noise and reduce health of residents. -- 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

Sufficient mix of affordable will ensure achievement of this objective. + 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

Considered to be neutral. 0 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage 

assets and their settings. 

There are listed buildings in the area but sensitive design may avoid impact.  As it is 

agricultural land there is a potential for archaeological sites or finds and surveys would be 

required to rule out. 

- 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land, though there are young trees across the site that would be lost and 

possible supported species.  International sites are over 650m away and no direct impacts and 

limited potential for indirect impacts, due to intervening urban area and limited connectivity and 

policies preventing water quality impacts. 

- 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could 

prevent flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 
The site is directly connected to main settlement of Maldon and direct access can be gained by 

paths therefore considered to be neutral. 
0 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 
Considered to be neutral. 0 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character could be affected. - 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 
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Table S13: RE13 St Peter’s Hospital 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The proposal could partly achieve this objective due to provision of dwellings.  However, the 

loss of health facilities is contrary to the objective. 
0 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, 

mix and location to meet local needs. 

A notable number could be provided. ++ 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

The location within central Maldon would enable pedestrian access to employment, services, 

facilities, etc.  However, the loss of health facilities is contrary to the objective resulting in loss 

of supporting health facilities. 

- 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

Could contribute to the achievement of this objective. + 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

Could contribute to the achievement of this objective due to existing urban location. ++ 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage 

assets and their settings. 

Reduction through loss of townscape elements of the old hospital buildings, though part is 

within a Conservation Area.  Potential for impact on setting (views from) a small number of 

listed buildings in the surrounding area and subject to visibility. 

-- 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 
Not likely to be present in the urban context, though surveys may be required (e.g. bats). 0 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Existing development so no likely exacerbation in run-off and flood risk, 

could therefore provide a benefit. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified. 0 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. Would achieve to a negligible degree (reuse and retention of urban access). 0 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 
Would achieve to a negligible degree (reuse and retention of urban access). 0 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. No natural resource loss. 0 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 

Reduction through loss of local landscape elements of the hospital buildings, though 

appropriate design could minimise this loss. 
- 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas 

The proposal removes available employment (health facility) land from a location readily 

accessible to local residents and through public transport. 
-- 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

The removal of the site from employment land reduces the diversity of employment (health and 

support) available in the urban settlement. 
-- 
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Table S14: RE14 Pippins Road, East of Burnham 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services 

and facilities for all sectors of the community. 
Considered to be neutral. 0 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, 

tenure, mix and location to meet local needs. 

Up to 100 homes provides a significant contribution to the achievement of this objective. ++ 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 
Existing PRoW link adjacent, therefore considered a net positive. + 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

Sufficient mix of affordable will ensure achievement of this objective, therefore considered to be 

a net positive. 
+ 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

Uncertainty over transport infrastructure and whether works would be required due to remote 

nature and lack of access to all services and infrastructure.  There is likely to be a greater 

requirement for private vehicle use in addition to the public transport support. 

- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

Nearest listed buildings are over 500m away and no impact expected.  As it is agricultural land 

there is a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would be required to rule out 

potentially significant impact. 

0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land.  No key habitats or sites nearby.  International sites are 1km away 

(separated by intervening urban area) and no direct impacts and limited potential for indirect 

impacts. 

0 

8 
To protect quality and levels of local water 

resources. 

Neutral given provision of water through AW, though in nitrate zone there is no significant source 

or pathway for impact on it. 
0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could 

prevent flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 

Increased private transport mileage is predicted due to the number of dwellings and likely 

employment out of the settlement as well as access to services and facilities outside of the 

settlement, so an increase in greenhouse gas emissions is likely. 

- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

Increased private transport mileage is predicted due to the number of dwellings and likely 

employment out of the settlement as well as access to services and facilities outside of the 

settlement, so an increase in emissions is likely with subsequent deterioration in local air quality. 

- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character could be affected. - 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors 

and improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 
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Table S15: RE15 Land to the East of Wood Lane, Heybridge 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services 

and facilities for all sectors of the community. 

Given location on the edge of Heybridge and linked to existing urban area and proposed North 

Heybridge Garden Suburb, and proximity to main bus route into Maldon, there would be 

achievement toward this objective. 

++ 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, 

tenure, mix and location to meet local needs. 

Up to 35 homes provides a contribution to the achievement of this objective. + 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

Given location on the edge of Heybridge and linked to existing urban area and proposed North 

Heybridge Garden Suburb there would be achievement toward this objective even prior to 

appropriate measures. 

++ 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

Sufficient mix of affordable will ensure achievement of this objective, and link with existing 

community, therefore considered to be a net positive. 
+ 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and 

reduce journey miles undertaken by car. 

Settlement edge location should contribute to minimising private vehicle use, supported by public 

transport currently available. 
+ 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

There are listed buildings in the area but sensitive design could avoid impact.  As it is agricultural 

land there is a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would be required to rule out 

potentially significant impact. 

0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land.  International sites are over 900m away and no direct impacts and limited 

potential for indirect impacts, due to intervening urban area and limited connectivity and policies 

preventing water quality impacts. 

0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

8 
To protect quality and levels of local water 

resources. 

Neutral given provision of water through AW.  There is high groundwater in the area, which could 

influence design and would need to be mitigated for. 
0 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, 

including sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could prevent 

flood risk increase.  This could be complicated by the high groundwater levels in the area and 

appropriate protection may be required.  Mitigation would be proposed as part of the Heybridge 

Flood Alleviation Scheme. 

0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 
The site is directly connected to Heybridge and direct access can be gained by paths therefore 

considered to be neutral. 
0 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 
Considered to be neutral. 0 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Negligible impact on local character due to location and limited scale. 0 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through 

supporting the growth and diversification of 

business sectors and improving the attractiveness 

of the District to investment in both urban and rural 

areas. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 
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Table S16: RE16 Land adjacent to Panorma, Barnhall Road, Tolleshunt Knights 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The development is too small to include facilities, hence it is located away from any health and 

social facilities.  The location is not linked to any services and facilities and there would be 

pressure on the transport provision and increase in private vehicle mileage. 

-- 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, 

mix and location to meet local needs. 

The number of homes provides a small contribution to the achievement of this objective. + 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

There are no existing PRoW links to the area furthermore there would be dependency on 

vehicle use.  Therefore it is considered to not achieve this objective for residents. 
- 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

This is away from any community centre and links to facilities and services, thus it is 

significantly contrary to this objective. 
-- 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

The location will result in high dependency on private vehicle transport and thus significant 

increase in journey miles given the rural location. 
-- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

No designated heritage assets nearby and no impact expected.  As it is agricultural land there is 

a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would be required to rule out potentially 

significant impact. 

0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land.  International sites are over 2.5km away and no direct impacts and 

limited potential for indirect impacts, due to intervening distance and limited connectivity and 

policies preventing water quality impacts. 

0 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could 

prevent flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 

The location will result in high dependency on private vehicle transport and thus increase in 

greenhouse gas emissions, and is in undeveloped area thus requiring further emissions via new 

build. 

- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

The location will result in high dependency on private vehicle transport and thus increase in 

emissions and contribute to lowering air quality. 
- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character could be affected. - 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 

  



 

08 March 2017 MALDON LDP POST EXAMINATION SA REPORT I&B9X1918R013F0.7 197  

 

Table S17: RE17 Land adjacent to Higham, Barnhall Road, Tolleshunt Knights 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The development is too small to include facilities, hence it is located away from any health and 

social facilities.  The location is not linked to any services and facilities and there would be 

pressure on the transport provision and intensive use of private vehicle and generated mileage. 

-- 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, 

mix and location to meet local needs. 

The number of homes (possibly only 1) provides a negligible if any contribution to the 

achievement of this objective. 
0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

There are no existing PRoW links to the area and furthermore there would be dependency on 

vehicle use, which will be contrary to this objective. 
-- 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

This is away from any community centre and links to facilities and services, thus it is 

significantly contrary to this objective. 
-- 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

The location will result in high dependency on private vehicle transport and thus significant 

increase in journey miles given the rural location. 
-- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

No designated heritage assets nearby and no impact expected.  As it is agricultural land there is 

a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would be required to rule out potentially 

significant impact. 

0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land.  International sites are over 2.2km away and no direct impacts and 

limited potential for indirect impacts, due to intervening distance and policies preventing water 

quality impacts. 

0 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could 

prevent flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 

The location will result in high dependency on private vehicle transport and thus increase in 

greenhouse gas emissions, and is in undeveloped area thus requiring further emissions via new 

build. 

- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

The location will result in high dependency on private vehicle transport and thus significant 

increase in emissions and contribute to lowering air quality. 
- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character could be affected. - 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 
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Table S18: RE18 The Street, Latchingdon 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services 

and facilities for all sectors of the community. 

Uncertainty over transport infrastructure and whether works would be required due to increase in 

size of the existing smaller settlement, and location of services and facilities outside the 

settlement thus increasing transport pressure. 

- 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, 

tenure, mix and location to meet local needs. 

Could provide a contribution to the achievement of total affordable dwellings.  Would be a 

significant provision for the existing settlement and surrounding community but would be not 

linked to existing amenities and infrastructure. 

0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 
Considered to be neutral. 0 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

The size of the proposal would increase the size of the existing settlement and contribute to 

strengthening the existing community, though it could adversely impact on the existing 

settlement and community structure given the scale. 

0 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

Uncertainty over transport infrastructure and whether works would be required due to remote 

nature and small size of the existing settlement.  There is likely to be a greater requirement for, 

and dependency on, private vehicle use without extensive public transport support. 

-- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

Listed buildings over 200m away and no likely impact to them or other designated heritage 

assets.  As it is agricultural land there is a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys 

would be required to rule out potentially significant impact. 

0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land.  No key habitats or sites nearby.  International sites are more than 

1.7km away and no direct or indirect impacts are likely. 
0 

8 
To protect quality and levels of local water 

resources. 
Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could 

prevent flood risk increase.  Localised flooding is considered an issue in this location. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 
Given the scale and the likely dependency on transport (much of which would be private vehicle) 

there would be an increase in greenhouse gas emissions. 
-- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

Given the scale and the likely dependency on transport (much of which would be private vehicle) 

there would be an increase in emissions and deterioration in local air quality. 
-- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character could be affected. - 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors 

and improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

There is unknown provision for commercial / employment land. 0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 
There is unknown provision for commercial / employment land. 0 
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Table S19: RE19 Land to the South of Button’s Hill, Althorne 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services 

and facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The area could provide for limited community facilities provision, access, etc.  Uncertainty over 

transport infrastructure and whether works would be required due to increase in size of the 

existing small settlement, and access to various services and facilities will be lacking. 

- 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, 

tenure, mix and location to meet local needs. 

Could provide a contribution to the achievement of total affordable dwellings.  Would be a large 

provision for the existing settlement and surrounding community but would be not linked to 

existing amenities and infrastructure of sufficient scale. 

- 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 
Considered to be neutral. 0 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

The size of the proposal would significantly increase the size of the existing settlement and 

contribute to strengthening the existing community, though it could adversely impact on the 

existing settlement and community structure given the scale. 

0 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

Uncertainty over transport infrastructure and whether works would be required due to remote 

nature and small size of the existing settlement.  There is likely to be a greater requirement for 

private vehicle use without extensive public transport support.  Whilst this could be reduced by 

the national rail provision, the distance to this by path / road is over 2km thus reducing the extent 

to which there would be non-vehicular linked use. 

-- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

Listed buildings over 250m away and no likely impact to them or other designated heritage 

assets.  As it is agricultural land there is a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys 

would be required to rule out potentially significant impact. 

0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land.  No key habitats or sites nearby.  International sites are more than 

1.3km away and no direct impacts would occur and limited potential for indirect impacts, due to 

distance though there is PRoW connectivity and policies preventing water quality impacts. 

- 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

8 
To protect quality and levels of local water 

resources. 
Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could 

prevent flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 

Given the scale of the population increase and the likely dependency on transport (much of 

which would be private vehicle or at least vehicle to public transport links) there would be an 

increase in greenhouse gas emissions. 

-- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

Given the scale and the likely dependency on transport (much of which would be private vehicle) 

there would be an increase in emissions and deterioration in local air quality. 
-- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character would be affected. - 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors 

and improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

There is unknown provision for commercial / employment land. 0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 
There is unknown provision for commercial / employment land. 0 
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Table S20: RE20 North Maldon Growers Ltd, Goldhanger 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The location is not closely linked to services and facilities and there would be pressure on the 

transport provision or increase in private vehicle mileage.  Also access to settlement would be 

across busy road therefore separation from services and facilities. 

-- 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, 

mix and location to meet local needs. 

The number of homes provides a potential contribution to the achievement of this objective. 0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

There are no existing PRoW links to the area.  Therefore it is considered to be negative given 

the vehicle dependency. 
- 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

This is located on the edge of the settlement. 0 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

The location will result in dependency on private vehicle transport and thus significant increase 

in journey miles given the rural location, though it is close to a major bus route (Maldon to 

Colchester) reducing the potential increase. 

- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

There are listed buildings nearby but sensitive design should avoid significant impact.  Area is 

generally brownfield but there is a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would 

be required to rule out potentially significant impact. 

0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is previously developed land but there is habitat nearby and potential for species to be 

present, and there could be a loss of trees and associated species.  Nearest international sites 

are 900m away and no direct impacts, but also limited potential for indirect impacts, due to 

intervening settlement and roads and limited connectivity and policies preventing water quality 

impacts. 

- 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could 

prevent flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 

No geological or mineral sites identified and area is generally previously developed though 

could be some loss of soil. 
0 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 
An increase in emissions is predicted due to the dependency on transport for commuting to 

employment locations and other access requirements to services, retail, etc. 
- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

A decrease in local air quality is predicted due to the dependency on transport for commuting to 

employment locations and other access requirements to services, retail, etc. 
- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. No natural resource loss other than possible soil. 0 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character would be affected by loss of mature trees and woodland. - 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

The proposal removes available employment land. - 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 
The proposal removes the potential for local employment opportunity and diversity. - 
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Table S21: RE21 Seabrook Ltd, Chapel Road, Tolleshunt D’Arcy 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The development is too small to include facilities, hence it is located away from any health and 

social facilities.  The location is not linked to many services and facilities and there would be 

pressure on the transport provision and increase in private vehicle mileage. 

-- 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, 

mix and location to meet local needs. 

The number of homes could provide a negligible contribution to the achievement of this 

objective. 
0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

There are no existing PRoW links to the area furthermore there would be dependency on 

vehicle use.  Therefore it is considered to not achieve this objective for residents. 
- 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

This is located on the edge of the settlement but could provide some achievement of this 

objective depending on the nature of the dwelling provision. 
0 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

The location will result in high dependency on private vehicle transport and thus significant 

increase in journey miles given the rural location, though it is close to a major bus route (Maldon 

to Colchester) reducing the potential increase. 

- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

Listed buildings over 180m away and no likely impact to them or other designated heritage 

assets.  As it is agricultural land there is a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys 

would be required to rule out potentially significant impact. 

0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land.  International sites are over 2.1km away and no direct impacts and 

there is a limited potential for indirect impacts, due to intervening distance and policies 

preventing water quality impacts. 

0 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could 

prevent flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 

The location will result in moderate to high dependency on private vehicle transport and thus 

increase in greenhouse gas emissions, and is in rural area requiring further emissions through 

new build. 

- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

The location will result in moderate to high dependency on private vehicle transport and thus 

increase in emissions and contribute to lowering air quality. 
- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character could be affected as well as the Conservation Area nearby. - 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 
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Table S22: RE22 Tollesbury Road, Tolleshunt D’Arcy 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The development is too small to include facilities, hence it is located away from any health and 

social facilities.  The location is not linked to many services and facilities and there would be 

pressure on the transport provision and increase in private vehicle mileage. 

-- 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, 

mix and location to meet local needs. 

The number of homes could provide a negligible contribution to the achievement of this 

objective. 
0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

There are no existing PRoW links to the area furthermore there would be dependency on 

vehicle use.  Therefore it is considered to not achieve this objective for residents. 
- 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

This is located on the edge of the settlement but could provide some achievement of this 

objective depending on the nature of the dwelling provision. 
0 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

The location will result in high dependency on private vehicle transport and thus significant 

increase in journey miles given the rural location, though it is near to a major bus route (Maldon 

to Colchester) reducing the potential increase. 

- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

Listed buildings over 140m away and no likely impact to them or other designated heritage 

assets.  As it is agricultural land there is a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys 

would be required to rule out potentially significant impact. 

0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land.  International sites are over 2.1km away and no direct impacts and 

there is a limited potential for indirect impacts, due to intervening distance and policies 

preventing water quality impacts. 

0 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could 

prevent flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 

The location will result in moderate to high dependency on private vehicle transport and thus 

increase in greenhouse gas emissions, and is in rural area requiring further emissions through 

new build. 

- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

The location will result in moderate to high dependency on private vehicle transport and thus 

increase in emissions and contribute to lowering air quality. 
- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character could be affected as well as the Conservation Area nearby. - 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 
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Table S23: RE23 Burnham Road, Latchingdon 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services 

and facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The area could provide for limited community facilities provision, access, etc.  Uncertainty over 

transport infrastructure and whether works would be required due to increase in size of the 

existing smaller settlement, and location of services and facilities outside the settlement thus 

increasing transport pressure. 

- 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, 

tenure, mix and location to meet local needs. 

Could provide a contribution to the achievement of total affordable dwellings.  Would be a large 

provision for the existing settlement and surrounding community but would be not linked to 

existing amenities and infrastructure. 

0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 
Considered to be neutral. 0 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

The size of the proposal would increase the size of the existing settlement and contribute to 

strengthening the existing community. 
+ 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

Uncertainty over transport infrastructure and whether works would be required due to remote 

nature and small size of the existing settlement.  There is likely to be a greater requirement for 

private vehicle use without extensive public transport support. 

-- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

Listed buildings over 300m away and no likely impact to them or other designated heritage 

assets.  As it is agricultural land there is a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys 

would be required to rule out potentially significant impact. 

0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land.  No key habitats or sites nearby.  International sites are more than 

2.4km away and no direct or indirect impacts are likely. 
0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

8 
To protect quality and levels of local water 

resources. 
Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could 

prevent flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 
Given the scale and the likely dependency on transport (much of which would be private vehicle) 

there would be an increase in greenhouse gas emissions. 
-- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

Given the scale and the likely dependency on transport (much of which would be private vehicle) 

there would be a potential increase in emissions and deterioration in local air quality. 
-- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character could be affected. - 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors 

and improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

There is unknown provision for commercial / employment land. 0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 
There is unknown provision for commercial / employment land. 0 
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Table S24: RE24 Blind Lane, Goldhanger 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The location is not closely linked to services and facilities and there would be pressure on the 

transport provision or increase in private vehicle mileage.  Also access to settlement would be 

across busy road therefore separation from services and facilities. 

-- 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, 

mix and location to meet local needs. 

The number of homes provides a potential contribution to the achievement of this objective. 0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

There is an existing PRoW links to the area.  However as above, given the severance caused 

by the B road there is likely to be moderate to high vehicle dependency which does not 

promote healthier lifestyles. 

- 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

This is located on the edge of the settlement but would provide some achievement of this 

objective depending on the nature of the dwelling provision, however, severance issue could 

prevent achievement of the objective. 

0 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

The location will result in moderate to high dependency on private vehicle transport and thus 

significant increase in journey miles given the rural location, though it is close to a major bus 

route (Maldon to Colchester) improving the achievement of the objective. 

- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage 

assets and their settings. 

Listed buildings are 300m away and no likely impact to them or other designated heritage 

assets.  As it is agricultural land there is a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and 

surveys would be required to rule out potentially significant impact. 

0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land.  No key habitats or sites nearby.  The nearest international sites are 

800m away and no direct impacts, but also limited potential for indirect impacts, due to 

intervening settlement and roads and limited connectivity and policies preventing water quality 

impacts. 

0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Part of the site is in Zone 2 and 3, though protected (Zone 3) by defences.  Could increase run-

off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could prevent flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 
An increase in emissions is predicted due to dependency on transport for commuting to 

employment locations and other access requirements to services, retail, etc. 
- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

A decrease in local air quality is predicted due to the dependency on transport for commuting 

to employment locations and other access requirements to services, retail, etc. 
- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character could be affected. - 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 
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Table S25: RE25 Stow Maries Garage 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The location is not closely linked to services and facilities and there would be pressure on the 

(public) transport provision or increase in private vehicle mileage. 
- 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, 

mix and location to meet local needs. 

There would be no provision for affordable housing and would not therefore meet local needs. - 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

There are existing PRoW links in the area, however, it is considered to be negative given the 

likely vehicle dependency. 
- 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

This is located on the edge of the settlement but could provide some achievement of this 

objective depending on the nature of the dwelling provision. 
0 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

The location will result in moderate dependency on private vehicle transport and thus increase 

in journey miles given the rural location, though it is close to a bus route reducing the scale of 

potential increase. 

- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

There are listed buildings within 130m but sensitive design should avoid significant impact.  

Area is generally brownfield but there is a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys 

would be required to rule out potentially significant impact. 

0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is previously developed land but there is habitat nearby and potential for species to be 

present.  Nearest international sites are 1.8km away and no direct impacts and limited potential 

for indirect impacts due to intervening settlement and roads and limited connectivity and policies 

preventing water quality impacts. 

0 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could 

prevent flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 

No geological or mineral sites identified and area is generally previously developed though 

could be some loss of agricultural land. 
0 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 
An increase in emissions is predicted due to the dependency on transport for commuting to 

employment locations and other access requirements to services, retail, etc. 
- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

A decrease in local air quality is predicted due to the dependency on transport for commuting to 

employment locations and other access requirements to services, retail, etc. 
- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. No natural resource loss other than agricultural land. 0 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character could be affected. - 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

The proposal removes available employment land. - 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 
The proposal removes the potential for local employment opportunity and diversity. - 
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Table S26: RE26 The Old Dairy, Broad Street Green 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The location is not closely linked to services and facilities and there would be pressure on the 

(public) transport provision and a likely significant increase in private vehicle mileage. 
-- 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, 

mix and location to meet local needs. 

There would be no provision for affordable housing and would not therefore meet local needs. - 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

There are existing PRoW links in the area.  It is considered to be negative given the likely 

vehicle dependency. 
- 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

This is located away from settlement. - 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

The location will result in a high dependency on private vehicle transport and thus increase in 

journey miles given the rural location, though it is close to a bus route reducing the scale of 

potential increase. 

- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

There are listed buildings close by (c. 50m) but existing screening and sensitive design should 

avoid significant impact.  Area is part brownfield and part agricultural land and there is a 

potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would be required to rule out potentially 

significant impact. 

0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is partly previously developed land but there is habitat including trees in the site with 

potential for a variety of species to be present that would be lost.  Nearest international sites are 

2km away and no direct impacts and limited potential for indirect impacts due to intervening 

settlement and roads and limited connectivity and policies preventing water quality impacts. 

- 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could 

prevent flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 

No geological or mineral sites identified (geological SSSI is over 500m away), but would result 

in loss of agricultural land. 
- 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 
An increase in emissions is predicted due to the dependency on transport for commuting to 

employment locations and other access requirements to services, retail, etc. 
- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

A decrease in local air quality is predicted due to the dependency on transport for commuting to 

employment locations and other access requirements to services, retail, etc. 
- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character could be affected. - 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

The proposal removes available employment land. - 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 
The proposal removes the potential for local employment opportunity and diversity. - 
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Table S27: RE27 Willow Grange, Latchingdon 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services 

and facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The area could provide for limited community facilities provision, access, etc.  Uncertainty over 

transport infrastructure and whether works would be required due to increase in size of the 

existing smaller settlement, and access to various services and facilities will be lacking. 

- 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, 

tenure, mix and location to meet local needs. 

Could provide a small contribution to the achievement of total affordable dwellings but would be 

not linked to existing amenities and infrastructure. 
0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

There are no PRoW in close proximity and recreational facilities and open space are not close by 

and access to them and other services and facilities would be dependent on transport. 
- 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

The size of the proposal would increase the size of the existing settlement and contribute to 

strengthening the existing community. 
+ 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

Uncertainty over transport infrastructure and whether works would be required due to remote 

nature and small size of the existing settlement.  There is likely to be a greater requirement for 

private vehicle use without extensive public transport support. 

-- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

Listed buildings over 400m away and no likely impact to them or other designated heritage 

assets.  As it is agricultural land there is a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys 

would be required to rule out potentially significant impact. 

0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land.  No key habitats or sites, though traditional orchard nearby.  

International sites are more than 2.3km away and no direct or indirect impacts are likely. 
0 

8 
To protect quality and levels of local water 

resources. 
Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could 

prevent flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 
Given the scale and the likely dependency on transport (much of which would be private vehicle) 

there would be an increase in greenhouse gas emissions. 
- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

Given the scale and the likely dependency on transport (much of which would be private vehicle) 

there would be an increase in emissions and deterioration in local air quality. 
- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character could be affected. - 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors 

and improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 
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Table S28: RE28 Leigh Industrial Estate, Heybridge 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

Given the location within Maldon and the existing urban area there would be achievement 

toward this objective. 
+ 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, 

mix and location to meet local needs. 

Would provide a contribution to the achievement of this objective. + 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

The site is located adjacent to and within an existing industrial area and potentially significant 

noise and air quality impacts would be deleterious to health. 
-- 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

Considered to be a net positive. + 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

Considered to be neutral. 0 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

There are listed buildings close by but sensitive design should avoid significant impact.  Area is 

brownfield / industrial, though there remains a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and 

surveys would be required to rule out. 

0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is previously developed land and no habitats present, though survey would be required to 

rule out species such as bats.  The nearest international sites is less than 130m away and whilst 

there no direct impact there is potential for indirect (disturbance) impacts due to increased 

informal recreational activity along the river side footpaths.  A potential likely significant effect 

could arise therefore a detailed HRA would be required. 

-- 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Areas are in Flood Zone 3 and some are currently defended, and would be an increased risk to 

life.  Could also increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could prevent flood risk 

increase. 

- 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified and area is previously developed. 0 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 
The site is close to the centre of Maldon and direct access can be gained by pavements, 

therefore considered to be neutral. 
0 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 
Considered to be neutral. 0 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. No natural resource loss. 0 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Could potentially enhance local landscape. 0 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

The proposal removes available employment land from a location readily accessible to local 

residents and through public transport and removes a large area suitable for investment. 
--- 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

The removal of the site from employment land reduces the potential diversity of commercial 

activities and employment available in the urban settlement. 
-- 
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Table S29: RE29 Land North of Althorne Station 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services 

and facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The area could potentially provide for limited community facilities provision, access, etc.  

However, many facilities and services are not present and there would therefore be increased 

pressure on public transport and private vehicle mileage.  Uncertainty over transport 

infrastructure also exists, though with Althorne National Rail station adjacent to the site this 

provides a singular access to services at other locations.  The settlement ‘centre’ is also 

significantly offset (1km away), and accessible only by road. 

--- 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, 

tenure, mix and location to meet local needs. 

Could provide a contribution to the achievement of total affordable dwellings.  Would be a large 

provision for the rural area and offset away from existing communities and would not be linked to 

existing amenities and infrastructure of sufficient scale. 

--- 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

The green space and outdoor access provision and resource is limited, though some public 

transport is available (National Rail) albeit only to specific locations, though bus routes are also 

nearby. 

-- 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

The size of the proposal would significantly increase the size of the rural population in separated 

settlements.  It is envisaged that this could reduce isolation of existing communities but due to no 

clear links this is uncertain. 

- 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

Uncertainty over transport infrastructure and whether works would be required due to remote 

nature and small size of the existing settlement.  There is likely to be a high dependency on 

private vehicle use even with extensive public transport support; though rail and bus routes and 

access are available these are only suitable for employment access in nearby locations (i.e. a 

small catchment) and are unlikely to be a significant influence in reducing dependency on private 

vehicles. 

-- 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

There are no likely impacts to designated heritage assets given their absence from the area.  As 

it is agricultural land there is a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would be 

required to rule out potentially significant impact. 

0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land.  No key habitats or sites nearby.  International sites are 500m away (by 

road / path) and no direct impacts would occur.  However, a large influx of residents could 

increase the potential for indirect (disturbance) impacts due to increased informal recreational 

activity along the estuary.  A potential likely significant effect could arise therefore a detailed 

HRA would be required. 

-- 

8 
To protect quality and levels of local water 

resources. 
Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could 

prevent flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 

Given the scale and the dependency on private transport for access to employment as well as 

other services and facilities there is predicted to be a significant increase in greenhouse gas 

emissions. 

--- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

Given the scale and the likely dependency on private transport for access to employment as well 

as other services and facilities there is predicted to be a significant increase in emissions and 

deterioration in local air quality. 

--- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character would be affected across a wide zone. -- 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors 

and improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 
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Table S30: RE30 Land adjacent to Vicarage Court, Southminster 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services 

and facilities for all sectors of the community. 

Given the location within Southminster and linked to existing urban area there would be 

achievement toward this objective. 
+ 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, 

tenure, mix and location to meet local needs. 

Could provide a small contribution to the achievement of this objective. + 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

Given its location within the settlement and access to open space there would be achievement 

toward this objective. 
+ 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

Possible inclusion of affordable will ensure achievement of this objective and link with existing 

community. 
+ 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and 

reduce journey miles undertaken by car. 

Settlement centre location should contribute to minimising some private vehicle use. 0 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

There are listed buildings in the area but sensitive design could avoid impact.  As it is agricultural 

land there is a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would be required to rule out 

potentially significant impact. 

0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land, limited undesignated habitat loss from hedgerow tree removal and scope 

for enhancement.  International sites are over 3.8km away and no direct impacts and no potential 

for indirect impacts, due to distance and policies preventing water quality impacts. 

0 

8 
To protect quality and levels of local water 

resources. 
Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, 

including sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could prevent 

flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. The site is within existing settlement and limited in scale, therefore considered to be neutral. 0 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 
Considered to be neutral. 0 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character could be affected. - 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through 

supporting the growth and diversification of 

business sectors and improving the attractiveness 

of the District to investment in both urban and rural 

areas. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 
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Table S31: RE31 Land North of Fambridge Road, Althorne 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services 

and facilities for all sectors of the community. 

Given the location within Althorne and linked to existing settlement area there would be 

achievement toward this objective, but countered by no access to various services and facilities 

without travel. 

- 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, 

tenure, mix and location to meet local needs. 

Could provide a negligible contribution to the achievement of this objective. 0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

Given its location within the settlement and transport this is considered likely to offset the limited 

open space available in the area.  Therefore considered to be neutral. 
0 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

Would contribute to the existing community, therefore considered to be a net positive. + 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and 

reduce journey miles undertaken by car. 

Uncertainty over transport infrastructure and whether works would be required due to remote 

nature and small size of the existing settlement.  There is likely to be a greater requirement for 

private vehicle use without extensive public transport support.  Whilst this could be reduced by the 

national rail provision, the distance to this by path / road is over 1km thus reducing the extent to 

which there would be non-vehicular linked use.  The location is close to existing bus routes, thus 

further strengthening a sustainable provision. 

- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

The Grade II* listed church is located less than 40m away.  There is the potential for significant 

disturbance to the setting to this asset and significant measures to ensure sensitive design would 

be needed to avoid an impact.  As it is agricultural land (and given the proximity of the church) 

there is a high potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would be required to rule out 

potentially significant impact. 

-- 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land.  Whilst there are no key habitats identified, there is a pond, trees and 

other habitats that could support protected species and surveys would be required to either 

prevent, minimise, or offset any adverse impacts, there is potential for limited enhancement.  

International sites are 1.2km away and no direct impacts would occur and limited potential for 

indirect impacts, due to distance though there is PRoW connectivity and policies preventing water 

quality impacts. 

-- 

8 
To protect quality and levels of local water 

resources. 
Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, 

including sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could prevent 

flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 
Given the likely increase in transport (some of which would be private vehicle) there is likely to be 

an increase in greenhouse gas emissions. 
- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

Given the likely increase in transport (some of which would be private vehicle) there is likely to be 

an increase in emissions and deterioration in local air quality. 
- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character could be affected, in particular the historic character and setting of the church. -- 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through 

supporting the growth and diversification of 

business sectors and improving the attractiveness 

of the District to investment in both urban and rural 

areas. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 
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Table S32: RE32 Land to the South of Church Hill, Purleigh 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The location is not closely linked to services and facilities and there would be pressure on the 

transport provision or increase in private vehicle mileage. 
- 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, 

mix and location to meet local needs. 

A contribution to the achievement of this objective is unknown and dependent on provision. 0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

There are existing PRoWs in and around the area.  However a moderate vehicle dependency 

is predicted which could inhibit encouraging healthier lifestyles. 
- 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

This is located within a rural settlement and would contribute to achieving the objective. + 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

The location may result in moderate dependency on private vehicle transport and thus increase 

in journey miles given the rural location, though it is close to bus routes. 
- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage 

assets and their settings. 

The Grade II listed building is located less than 40m away, and others are located nearby.  

There is the potential for significant disturbance to the setting to these assets and significant 

measures to ensure sensitive design would be needed to avoid an impact.  As it is agricultural 

land (and given the proximity of heritage assets) there is a high potential for archaeological 

sites or finds, and surveys would be required to rule out potentially significant impact. 

-- 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land.  No key habitats though some possible tree loss and associated 

protected species impacts.  The nearest international sites are over 4km away and no direct 

impacts and no indirect impacts due to distance and limited connectivity and policies 

preventing water quality impacts. 

0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could 

prevent flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 
An increase in emissions is predicted due to the dependency on transport for commuting to 

employment locations and other access requirements to services, retail, etc. 
- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

A decrease in local air quality is predicted due to the dependency on transport for commuting 

to employment locations and other access requirements to services, retail, etc. 
- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character and in particular any designated assets could potentially be affected. - 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 
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Table S33: RE33 Land off East End Road at Bradwell-on-Sea 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services 

and facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The area could potentially provide for limited community facilities provision, access, etc.  

However, many facilities and services are not present and there would therefore be increased 

pressure on public transport and private vehicle mileage.  Uncertainty over transport 

infrastructure also exists.  The settlement ‘centre’ is also significantly offset and this would result 

in the merger of the settlement with East End. 

-- 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, 

tenure, mix and location to meet local needs. 

Could provide a negligible contribution to the achievement of this objective. + 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

There would be a significant dependency on public or private transport to access health facilities 

and to encourage access to open spaces and healthier outdoor activities.  Given the proximity to 

the sea there could be visible opportunity to encourage outdoor activity. 

- 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

The size of the proposal would notably increase the size of the rural population and combine 

settlements.  It is envisaged that this could reduce isolation of existing communities but this is 

uncertain. 

- 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

Uncertainty over transport infrastructure and whether works would be required due to remote 

nature and small size of the existing settlement.  There is likely to be a high dependency on 

private vehicle use even with extensive public transport support. 

-- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

There are listed buildings within 150m but sensitive design should avoid significant impact.  As it 

is agricultural land there is a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would be 

required to rule out potentially significant impact. 

- 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land.  No key habitats or sites nearby.  International sites are 1.3km away 

and no direct impacts would occur.  However, a there could be a potential for indirect 

(disturbance) impacts due to increased informal recreational activity along the estuary.  A 

potential likely significant effect could arise therefore a detailed HRA would be required. 

- 

8 
To protect quality and levels of local water 

resources. 
Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could 

prevent flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 
Given the scale and the likely dependency on transport (much of which would be private vehicle) 

there is predicted to be a significant increase in greenhouse gas emissions. 
-- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

Given the scale and the likely dependency on transport (much of which would be private vehicle) 

there is predicted to be a significant increase in emissions and deterioration in local air quality. 
-- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character and in particular any designated assets could potentially be affected. - 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors 

and improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 
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Table S34: RE34 Land at Wickham Bishops 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services 

and facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The site provides access to the settlement and various services with a small number of services 

and facilities not present and requiring transport albeit some distance (upwards of 1km) from the 

service provision. 

+ 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, 

tenure, mix and location to meet local needs. 

Could provide a contribution to the achievement of total affordable dwellings though would be 

distant to amenities and infrastructure. 
0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 
Considered to be neutral.  0 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

The proposal would contribute to strengthening the existing community. + 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

Some element of dependency on private vehicle use may arise though there is accessible public 

transport, though distant. 
- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

There are listed buildings within 50m but sensitive design would avoid impact.  As it is 

agricultural land there is a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would be 

required to rule out potentially significant impact. 

0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land though with large amount of trees present.  There are no key habitats or 

sites present or nearby but the loss of a large number of trees would result in loss of supporting 

habitat and could impact on (until surveyed) protected species.  International sites are more than 

4km away and no direct or indirect impacts are likely. 

-- 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

8 
To protect quality and levels of local water 

resources. 
Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could 

prevent flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 
Given the likely dependency and small scale increase in (private vehicle) transport there would 

be a negligible increase in greenhouse gas emissions. 
- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

Given the likely dependency and small scale (private vehicle) transport there would be a 

negligible increase in emissions and deterioration in local air quality. 
- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character could be affected particularly due to the loss of many trees. - 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors 

and improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 

  



 

08 March 2017 MALDON LDP POST EXAMINATION SA REPORT I&B9X1918R013F0.7 236  

 

Table S35: RE35 Nipsells Farm, Mayland 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services 

and facilities for all sectors of the community. 

Given location within Mayland and linked to existing settlement area there would be some 

achievement toward this objective.  The site does provides access to various services though a 

number of services and facilities are not present and requiring transport; furthermore the site is 

some distance (upwards of 800m) from the public transport provision. 

- 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, 

tenure, mix and location to meet local needs. 

Could provide a contribution to the achievement of this objective. 0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 
Given the remoteness there is likely to be a greater requirement for private vehicle use. - 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

Could provide a sufficient mix of affordable will ensure achievement of this objective.  However, it 

could result in a significant increase in the population and potentially impact on the existing 

settlement and community structure. 

- 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

Uncertainty over transport infrastructure and whether works would be required due to remote 

nature and small size of the existing settlement.  There is likely to be a greater requirement for, 

and dependency on, private vehicle use without extensive public transport support. 

-- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

No designated heritage assets nearby and no impact expected.  As it is agricultural land there is 

a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would be required to rule out potentially 

significant impact. 

0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land.  There are no key habitats identified in the area.  International sites are 

400m away and no direct impacts would occur.  Potential for significant indirect (disturbance) 

impacts could arise as a result of recreational disturbance.  A potential likely significant effect 

could arise therefore a detailed HRA would be required. 

-- 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

8 
To protect quality and levels of local water 

resources. 
Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not within the flood zone, though adjacent to it.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere 

however SuDS could prevent flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 
Given the scale and the likely moderate to high dependency on transport (much of which would 

be private vehicle) there would be an increase in greenhouse gas emissions. 
-- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

Given the scale and the likely moderate to high dependency on transport (much of which would 

be private vehicle) there would be an increase in emissions and deterioration in local air quality. 
-- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character could potentially be significantly affected given the location and scale. -- 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors 

and improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 
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Table S36: RE36 Land to the North of Burnham-on-Crouch (West and East) 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The indicative design provides for significant opportunities for community facilities provision, 

access, etc.  Uncertainty over transport infrastructure and whether works would be required 

due to increase in size of the existing settlement, but there is likely to be some service 

omissions putting pressure on the transport provision or increase in private vehicle mileage. 

+ 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, 

mix and location to meet local needs. 

Would provide a notable contribution to the achievement of total dwelling provision required for 

Policy S2.  Would be a significant affordable housing provision for the existing settlement and 

surrounding community. 

++ 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

The indicative design provides for opportunities for green infrastructure and access provision 

and recreational activities that would create healthier lifestyle to new and existing residents. 
+ 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

The size of the proposal would increase the size of the existing settlement and contribute to 

strengthening the community, though it would result in merger between Burnham, Ostend, and 

Stoneyhills community and settlement. 

+ 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

Uncertainty over transport infrastructure and whether works would be required due to remote 

nature and lack of access to all services and infrastructure.  There is likely to be a greater 

requirement for, and dependency on, private vehicle use in addition to the public transport 

support. 

- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage 

assets and their settings. 

There are listed buildings within 150m but sensitive design should avoid significant impact.  As 

it is agricultural land there is a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would be 

required to rule out potentially significant impact. 

0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land.  No key habitats or sites nearby though potential for protected species 

presence.  International sites are 1.4km away (separated by intervening urban area) and no 

direct impacts and limited potential for indirect impacts. 

0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Generally not in the flood zone, but potential future phase is in Flood Zone 2 and 3 and 

undefended.  Could also increase run-off and impact elsewhere though SuDS could prevent 

flood risk increase. 

-- 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 

Increased private transport mileage is predicted due to the number of dwellings and likely 

employment out of the settlement as well as access to services and facilities outside of the 

settlement, so an increase in greenhouse gas emissions is likely. 

- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

Increased private transport mileage is predicted due to the number of dwellings and likely 

employment out of the settlement as well as access to services and facilities outside of the 

settlement, so an increase in emissions is likely with subsequent deterioration in local air 

quality. 

- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character could be affected. - 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

Provides housing for employees, and there is provision for employment land in indicative plan. ++ 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 



 

08 March 2017 MALDON LDP POST EXAMINATION SA REPORT I&B9X1918R013F0.7 240  

 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

Provides indirect support by the provision of housing and affordable housing with provision for 

commercial / employment land. 
++ 

 

  



 

08 March 2017 MALDON LDP POST EXAMINATION SA REPORT I&B9X1918R013F0.7 241  

 

Table S37: RE37 Sadds Wharf, Station Road, Maldon 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

Given the location on the northern edge of Maldon and the existing urban area there would be 

achievement toward this objective even prior to appropriate measures. 
+ 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, 

mix and location to meet local needs. 

Would provide a contribution to the achievement of this objective. + 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

The site is located close to an existing industrial area and there could be noise and air quality 

impacts that would be adverse to health and/or well-being. 
-- 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

Sufficient mix of affordable and other could result in achievement of this objective, therefore 

considered to be a net positive. 
+ 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

Considered to be neutral. 0 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

There are listed buildings nearby but sensitive design should avoid significant impact.  Area is 

brownfield, though there remains a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would 

be required to rule out. 

0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is previously developed land and no habitats present, though survey would be required to 

rule out species such as bats.  The site lies beyond the boundary of international sites and 

whilst there would be no direct impact there is significant potential for indirect (disturbance) 

impacts due to increased informal recreational activity alongside the site.  A potential likely 

significant effect could arise therefore a detailed HRA would be required. 

--- 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Area is entirely in Flood Zone 3 and some are currently defended, and would be an increased 

risk to life.  Could also increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could prevent 

flood risk increase. 

-- 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified and area is previously developed. 0 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 
The site is close to the main settlement of Maldon and direct access can be gained by 

pavements therefore considered to be neutral. 
0 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 
Considered to be neutral. 0 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. No natural resource loss. 0 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 

Appropriate design and adherence to policy regarding landscape and scale could potentially 

enhance local landscape. 
+ 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

The proposal removes available employment land if there is no provision made. - 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 
The proposal removes opportunity for local diverse employment if there is no provision made. - 
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Table S38: RE38 Land north of Woodrolfe Road, Tollesbury 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services 

and facilities for all sectors of the community. 

Given location on the edge of Tollesbury and linked to existing settlement area there would be 

some achievement toward this objective.  The site does provides access to various services 

though a small number of services and facilities are not present and requiring transport albeit 

some distance from the public transport provision and there is likely to be some service omissions 

putting pressure on the transport provision or increase in private vehicle mileage. 

- 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, 

tenure, mix and location to meet local needs. 

Could provide a contribution to the achievement of this objective. + 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

Given its location within the settlement and transport and existing access to PRoW and open 

space this objective is achieved. 
+ 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

Possible inclusion of affordable would go some way to the achievement of this objective, and 

proximity within the existing community; therefore considered to be a net positive. 
+ 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and 

reduce journey miles undertaken by car. 

Uncertainty over transport infrastructure and whether works would be required due to remoter 

nature and smaller size and service provision within the existing settlement.  There is likely to be a 

greater requirement for private vehicle use without extensive public transport support. 

- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

No designated heritage assets nearby and no impact expected.  As it is agricultural land there is a 

potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would be required to rule out potentially 

significant impact. 

0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land.  There are two areas of woodland within the site and these and any 

supported (and protected) species could be lost.  International sites are 350m away and no direct 

impacts would occur.  Potential for indirect (disturbance) impacts could arise as a result of 

recreational disturbance.  A potential likely significant effect could arise therefore a detailed HRA 

would be required. 

-- 

8 
To protect quality and levels of local water 

resources. 
Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, 

including sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could prevent 

flood risk increase.  Localised flooding could be an issue. 
- 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 

The site is within existing settlement though additional private transport mileage is predicted due 

to the lack of all services and likely employment out of the settlement, so an increase in 

greenhouse gas emissions is likely. 

- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

The site is within existing settlement though additional private transport mileage is predicted due 

to the lack of all services and likely employment out of the settlement, so an increase in emissions 

is likely with subsequent deterioration in local air quality. 

- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character could be affected. - 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through 

supporting the growth and diversification of 

business sectors and improving the attractiveness 

of the District to investment in both urban and rural 

areas. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 
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Table S39: RE39 Land at Blackthorn Way, Tolleshunt Knights 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services 

and facilities for all sectors of the community. 

Given location within Tolleshunt Knights and linked to existing rural settlement there would be 

achievement toward this objective even prior to appropriate measures, though a number of 

services and facilities are not present putting pressure on the transport provision or increase in 

private vehicle mileage albeit for only a small number. 

0 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, 

tenure, mix and location to meet local needs. 

Unlikely to provide a contribution to the achievement of this objective. 0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

Given its location within the settlement and transport and existing access to PRoW and open 

space this objective is achieved. 
+ 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

Possible inclusion of affordable will ensure achievement of this objective, and link with existing 

community; therefore considered to be a net positive. 
+ 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and 

reduce journey miles undertaken by car. 

Settlement centre location should contribute to minimising some private vehicle use for the small 

number that could be developed. 
0 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

There are listed buildings 300m away but sensitive design would avoid impact.  As it is agricultural 

land there is a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would be required to rule out 

potentially significant impact. 

0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land, limited undesignated habitat loss.  International sites are over 3.8km 

away and no direct impacts and no potential for indirect impacts, due to distance and policies 

preventing water quality impacts. 

0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

8 
To protect quality and levels of local water 

resources. 
Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, 

including sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could prevent 

flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. The site is within existing settlement and limited in scale, therefore considered to be neutral. 0 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 
Considered to be neutral. 0 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character could be affected. - 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through 

supporting the growth and diversification of 

business sectors and improving the attractiveness 

of the District to investment in both urban and rural 

areas. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 
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Table S40: RE40 Land at Mill Field, Hall Road, Great Totham 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services 

and facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The site provides access to the existing settlement and some services though there are a large 

number of services and facilities not present and requiring transport. 
- 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, 

tenure, mix and location to meet local needs. 

Could provide a contribution to the achievement of total affordable dwellings though would be 

distant to amenities, services and infrastructure. 
+ 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

Given its location within the settlement and transport and existing access to PRoW this objective 

could be achieved but there would be a requirement for dependency on transport for services 

and other facilities. 

0 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

The proposal would contribute to strengthening the existing community. + 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

There would be moderate to high dependency on private vehicle use though there is also 

accessible public transport provision as well. 
- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

There are listed buildings within 30m but sensitive design may avoid impact.  As it is agricultural 

land there is a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would be required to rule 

out potentially significant impact. 

- 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land.  There are no key habitats or sites present or nearby, though there is 

scattered scrub and a small number of trees.  International sites are more than 4km away and no 

direct or indirect impacts are likely. 

- 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

8 
To protect quality and levels of local water 

resources. 

Neutral given provision of water through AW.  Area is identified as historic landfill on the 

Environment Agency website, though more detail would be required.  This could result in the 

potential increased risk to groundwater or surface waters if pollutants are mobilised through 

disturbance. 

--- 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could 

prevent flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 
Given the moderate to high dependency on vehicle transport there would be an increase in 

greenhouse gas emissions. 
-- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

Given the moderate to high dependency on vehicle transport there would be an increase in 

emissions and deterioration in local air quality. 
-- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character could be affected. - 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors 

and improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 
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Table S41: RE41 Treelawn Nursery, Rudley Green, Purleigh 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The location is not linked to services and facilities and there would be pressure on the transport 

provision or increase in private vehicle mileage.  Also there is no direct access to settlement. 
-- 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, 

mix and location to meet local needs. 

There is unlikely to be a contribution to the achievement of this objective. 0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

There are existing PRoW in the area.  However it is considered to be negative given the vehicle 

dependency. 
- 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

This is located away from the main settlement and would not provide notable cohesiveness to a 

diffuse community. 
- 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

The location will result in high dependency on private vehicle transport and thus increase in 

journey miles given the rural location, though it is on a bus route reducing the potential increase. 
- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

There are listed buildings 120m away but sensitive design should avoid significant impact.  Area 

is generally brownfield but there is a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys 

would be required to rule out potentially significant impact. 

0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is previously developed land but there are trees and scrub within and alongside the site 

and potential for species to be present.  International sites are more than 3.9km away and no 

direct or indirect impacts are likely. 

- 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could 

prevent flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified and area is generally previously developed. 0 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 
An increase in greenhouse gas emissions is predicted due to the dependency on transport for 

commuting to employment and access to services, retail, etc. 
-- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

An increase in emissions and subsequent decrease in local air quality is predicted due to 

dependency on transport for commuting to employment and access to services, retail, etc. 
-- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. No natural resource loss. 0 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character could be affected. - 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

The proposal removes available employment land. - 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 
The proposal removes opportunity for local diverse employment. - 
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Table S42: RE42 Timber Yard, Heybridge Basin, Heybridge 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services 

and facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The site provides access to the existing settlement and services though there are a large number 

of services and facilities not present and access to them would require transport. 
- 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, 

tenure, mix and location to meet local needs. 

Could provide a contribution to the achievement of total affordable dwellings though would be 

distant to amenities, services and infrastructure. 
+ 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

Given its location within the settlement and transport and existing access to PRoW this objective 

could be achieved but there would be a requirement for dependency on transport for services 

and other facilities. 

0 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

The proposal would contribute to strengthening the existing community. + 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

There would be moderate to high dependency on private vehicle use though there is also 

accessible public transport provision as well. 
-- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

There are listed buildings within 180m but sensitive design would avoid impact.  Though it is 

brownfield land there is a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would be 

required to rule out potentially significant impact. 

0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is brownfield.  There are no key habitats or sites present or nearby, though there are a 

number of mature trees and area of scrub that could potentially support protected species.  

International sites are less than 220m away so whilst no direct impacts would occur there is a 

potential for indirect (disturbance) impacts could arise as a result of recreational disturbance.  A 

potential likely significant effect could arise therefore a detailed HRA would be required. 

-- 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

8 
To protect quality and levels of local water 

resources. 
Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Area is in Flood Zone 3 and is currently defended, though would be an increased risk to life.  

Could also increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could prevent flood risk 

increase. 

-- 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified. 0 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 
Given the dependency on vehicle transport there would be an increase in greenhouse gas 

emissions. 
-- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

Given the dependency on vehicle transport there would be an increase in emissions and 

deterioration in local air quality. 
-- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. No natural resource loss. 0 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character could be affected. - 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors 

and improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

The proposal removes available employment land. - 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 
The proposal removes an opportunity for diverse employment in the local area. - 
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Table S43: RE43 South of Hall Road, Heybridge 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 
The employment use would not affect this objective. 0 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, 

mix and location to meet local needs. 

The employment use would not affect this objective. 0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

The site is located close to an existing industrial area and is close to large urban area 

(workforce) and public transport links, and may result in a positive achievement of this objective 

for employees. 

+ 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

The employment use would not affect this objective. 0 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

The site and use may encourage public transport use by employees as it is central to employee 

catchment and existing public transport links. 
+ 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

There is a listed building nearby.  Whilst sensitive design may reduce impact, some potential 

disturbance to setting could arise.  Area is brownfield, though there remains a potential for 

archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would be required to rule out. 

-- 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is previously developed land but currently left undisturbed, and supports rough grass and 

occasional scrub.  The site could provide indirect habitat for features of the international sites or 

support other protected species, consequently survey would be necessary.  The site lies beyond 

the boundary of international sites and whilst there would be no direct impact there is a potential 

for indirect (supporting habitat loss) impacts due to removal of the green area.  A potential likely 

significant effect could arise therefore a detailed HRA would be required. 

-- 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Area is entirely in Flood Zone 3 and some are currently defended, and would be an increased 

risk to life.  Could also increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could prevent 

flood risk increase. 

-- 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified and area is previously developed. 0 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 

The site is close to the main settlements of Heybridge and Maldon and direct access can be 

gained by pavements and public transport therefore considered to be neutral or negligible 

positive. 

0 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

The site is close to the main settlement of Heybridge and Maldon and direct access can be 

gained by pavements and public transport therefore considered to be neutral or negligible 

positive. 

0 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. No natural resource loss. 0 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Historic landscape elements (structures) could potentially be negatively affected. - 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

Strengthens existing provision for employment land. + 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 
Strengthens existing provision for employment land and opportunity for diverse employment. + 
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Table S44: RE44 Wycke Hill North 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services 

and facilities for all sectors of the community. 
Considered to be neutral. 0 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, 

tenure, mix and location to meet local needs. 

Up to 450 homes provides a significant contribution to the achievement of this objective. ++ 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

Considered to be a net positive, due to presence of PRoW network nearby and proximity to 

urban centre and access to services and facilities. 
+ 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

Considered to be a net positive. + 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

Given the distance from the town centre there may be higher dependency on vehicle use for 

access to employment and services / facilities. 
- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

There are listed buildings within 300m but sensitive design should avoid impact.  As it is mainly 

agricultural land there is a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would be 

required to rule out potentially significant impact. 

0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land, with limited habitats present and only inasmuch as a small number of 

trees along hedgerow field boundaries.  International sites are over 2km away and no direct 

impacts and limited potential for indirect impacts. 

- 

8 
To protect quality and levels of local water 

resources. 
Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could 

prevent flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 
There is likely to be an increase in dependency on private vehicular transport and mileage 

resulting in an increase in greenhouse gas emissions due to distance from the town centre. 
- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

There is likely to be an increase in dependency on private vehicular transport and mileage 

resulting in an increase in emissions and deterioration in local air quality due to distance from the 

town centre. 

- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character could be affected. - 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors 

and improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

Strengthens existing provision for employment land. + 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 
Strengthens existing provision for employment land and opportunity for diverse employment. + 
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Table S45: RE45 Land at Belvedere Road, Burnham-on-Crouch 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services 

and facilities for all sectors of the community. 
Considered to be neutral. 0 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, 

tenure, mix and location to meet local needs. 

Up to 200 homes provides a significant contribution to the achievement of this objective. ++ 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

The proposal locates permanent dwellings to immediately adjacent to an existing wastewater 

treatment works which could have perceived implications for health and wellbeing.  Furthermore, 

it would result in the loss of the recreational provision provided by the boatyard.  However, there 

is access to PRoW network adjacent to the site. 

-- 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

Considered to be a net positive. + 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

Uncertainty over transport infrastructure and whether works would be required due to remote 

nature and lack of access to all services and infrastructure.  There is likely to be a greater 

requirement for private vehicle use in addition to the public transport support. 

- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

There are listed buildings nearby.  Whilst sensitive design may reduce impact, some potential 

disturbance to setting could arise.  As it is a mix of agricultural land and existing developed land 

there remains a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would be required to rule 

out potentially significant impact. 

-- 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is a mix of agricultural land and existing developed land.  No key habitats or sites are 

present in the site though there are a range of ditches and scrubland areas with potential to 

support protected species, therefore survey would be required.  International sites are adjacent 

to the proposal though no direct impacts are currently predicted, though there could be a loss of 

supporting habitat (due to loss of grassland and scrub).  Potential for significant indirect 

(disturbance) impacts could arise as a result of recreational disturbance.  A potential likely 

significant effect could arise therefore a detailed HRA would be required. 

--- 

8 
To protect quality and levels of local water 

resources. 
Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Area is entirely in Flood Zone 3 and some are currently defended, and would be a significant 

increased risk to life given proximity immediately inland of coastal flood defences, and would 

inhibit long-term adaptation to sea level rise.  Could also increase run-off and impact elsewhere 

however SuDS could prevent flood risk increase. 

--- 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 

No geological or mineral sites identified, but could result in loss of some areas of potential 

agricultural land. 
- 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 

Increased private transport mileage is predicted due to the number of dwellings and likely 

employment out of the settlement as well as access to services and facilities outside of the 

settlement, so an increase in greenhouse gas emissions is predicted. 

- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

Increased private transport mileage is predicted due to the number of dwellings and likely 

employment out of the settlement as well as access to services and facilities outside of the 

settlement, so an increase in emissions is predicted with subsequent deterioration in local air 

quality. 

- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of potential agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 

Local character could be affected.  In addition, historic landscape could also be affected through 

disturbance to setting. 
--- 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors 

and improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

A commercial provision is noted that would provide useful employment land opportunity. + 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 

The proposal would result in the loss of area of caravan provision and therefore significantly 

reduce the support for the tourism economy in the District and in particular the local area and 

town. 

-- 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

The commercial provision will provide opportunity for diverse employment opportunities in the 

local area. 
+ 
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Table S46: RE46 North Fambridge 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services 

and facilities for all sectors of the community. 
There are limited services / facilities available and there could be high dependency on transport. -- 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, 

mix and location to meet local needs. 

The number of dwellings would provide a contribution to the achievement of this objective. + 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

Whilst PRoW are present in the area, given the remoteness there is likely to be a greater 

requirement for private vehicle use. 
- 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

Sufficient mix of affordable will ensure achievement of this objective.  The increase size of the 

existing settlement would further contribute to this. 
+ 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

There is uncertainty over transport infrastructure and whether works would be required due to 

remote nature and small size of the existing settlement and overall there is likely to be a greater 

requirement for private vehicle use to access employment and other services / facilities though 

tempered by the access provided by the local rail provision. 

- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

No designated heritage assets nearby and no impact expected.  As it is agricultural land there is 

a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would be required to rule out potentially 

significant impact. 

0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land.  No known key habitats or sites in the area.  International sites are less 

than 600m away (1.2km by road/path) though no direct impacts would occur.  Potential for 

indirect (disturbance) impacts could arise as a result of recreational disturbance though due to 

distance and connectivity the possibility is limited.  A potential likely significant effect could arise 

therefore a detailed HRA would be required. 

-- 



 

08 March 2017 MALDON LDP POST EXAMINATION SA REPORT I&B9X1918R013F0.7 264  

 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. 
Neutral given provision of water through AW.  May require improvement to WWTW to ensure no 

deterioration in water quality. 
0 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone, though adjacent to it.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere 

however SuDS could prevent flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 
An increase in greenhouse gas emissions is predicted due to the likely increase in vehicle traffic 

for commuting to employment locations and other access requirements to services, retail, etc. 
- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

An increase in emissions and deterioration in local air quality is predicted due to the likely 

increase in vehicle traffic for commuting to employment locations and other access requirements 

to services, retail, etc. 

- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character could potentially be affected. - 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors 

and improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 
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Table S47: RE47 Site in Woodham Mortimer 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The location is not closely linked to services and facilities and there would be pressure on the 

transport provision or increase in private vehicle mileage. 
- 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, 

mix and location to meet local needs. 

A contribution to the achievement would occur. + 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

There are existing PRoWs in the area.  However a moderate to high vehicle dependency is 

predicted which could inhibit encouraging healthier lifestyles.  Furthermore, the site would 

result in the loss of an outdoor activity asset for the local community. 

-- 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

This is located within a rural settlement and would contribute to achieving the objective, though 

it would result in a significant increase in the population and potentially impact on the existing 

settlement and community structure. 

0 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

The location may result in moderate dependency on private vehicle transport and thus increase 

in journey miles given the rural location, though it is close to bus routes. 
- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage 

assets and their settings. 

There is a listed building less than 30m away, and others are located nearby.  There is the 

potential for disturbance to the setting to these assets and measures to ensure sensitive 

design would be needed to avoid an impact.  As it is recreational land (and given the proximity 

of heritage assets) there is a high potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would 

be required to rule out potentially significant impact. 

-- 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is recreational land (golf course).  No known key habitats though a large number of trees 

would be lost and associated protected species impacts could occur.  The nearest international 

sites are over 4.4km away and no direct impacts and no indirect impacts due to distance. 

- 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could 

prevent flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of soil. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 
An increase in greenhouse gas emissions is predicted due to the dependency on transport for 

commuting to employment locations and other access requirements to services, retail, etc. 
- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

An increase in emissions and deterioration in local air quality is predicted due to the 

dependency on transport for commuting to employment locations and other access 

requirements to services, retail, etc. 

- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of potential agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 

Local character and in particular any designated assets could be affected, along with large 

number of trees. 
-- 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

There would be a minor reduction in the recreational employment and activity would occur. - 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 

Would result in the loss of  a locally used recreational facility that may contradict and reduce 

the tourism objective. 
- 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

The loss of the recreational employment would reduce the diversity of employment 

opportunities in the area. 
- 
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Table S48: RE48 Mayfair Industrial Estate, Latchingdon 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 
The employment use would not affect this objective. 0 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, 

mix and location to meet local needs. 

The employment use would not affect this objective. 0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

The site is located close to an existing industrial area and public transport links, but is not close 

to a significant population area, therefore no positive achievement of this objective is expected 

and location would increase the use of private vehicles. 

- 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

The employment use would not affect this objective. 0 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

The site and its location is not likely to encourage public transport use. - 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

There are no likely impacts to designated heritage assets given their absence from the area.  As 

it is predominantly agricultural land there is a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and 

surveys would be required to rule out potentially significant impact. 

0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is predominantly agricultural, and supports rough grass and occasional scrub and trees, as 

well as comprising a watercourse and associated riparian habitat and trees, and the area could 

support protected species.  International sites are more than 1.9km away and no direct or 

indirect impacts are likely. 

-- 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Area is entirely in Flood Zone 3 but is undefended and hence would be at significant risk of 

flooding.  Development could also increase run-off or flood risk in the area. 
--- 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 
Given the likely dependency on transport (much of which would be private vehicle) there would 

be an increase in greenhouse gas emissions. 
-- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

Given the likely dependency on transport (much of which would be private vehicle) there would 

be an increase in emissions and deterioration in local air quality. 
-- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 

Local character could be affected particularly in this sensitive location within and adjacent to 

riparian habitat. 
-- 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

Increases provision for employment land. + 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 
Increases provision for employment land and opportunity for diverse employment. + 
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Table S49: RE49 Maldon Hall Farm Site 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services 

and facilities for all sectors of the community. 
Considered to be neutral. 0 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, 

tenure, mix and location to meet local needs. 

Up to 450 homes provides a significant contribution to the achievement of this objective. ++ 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 
Proximity to major road could impact on noise and reduce health of residents could arise. - 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

Sufficient mix of affordable will ensure achievement of this objective, therefore considered to be 

a net positive. 
+ 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

Given the distance from the town centre there could potentially be increased dependency on 

private vehicle use for access to employment and services / facilities. 
- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

There is a collection of listed buildings nearby.  Whilst sensitive design may reduce impact, some 

potential disturbance to setting could arise.  As it is agricultural land there is a potential for 

archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would be required to rule out potentially significant 

impact. 

-- 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land, though there are nearby sites (woodland, SSSI) that could be disturbed 

(as on the border).  International sites are over 1km away and no direct impacts and limited 

potential for indirect impacts. 

0 

8 
To protect quality and levels of local water 

resources. 
Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could 

prevent flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 

There may be an increase in dependency on private vehicular transport and mileage resulting in 

an increase in greenhouse gas emissions.  The impact could be dependent on whether or not 

there would be access provision across the A414. 

- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

There may be an increase in dependency on private vehicular transport and mileage resulting in 

an increase in emissions and deterioration in local air quality.  The impact could be dependent 

on whether or not there would be access provision across the A414. 

- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character could be affected. - 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors 

and improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 
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Table S50: RE50 Drinkwater Farm, Maldon Road, Bradwell-on-Sea 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services 

and facilities for all sectors of the community. 

Many facilities and services are not present and there would therefore be increased pressure on 

public transport and private vehicle mileage.  Uncertainty over transport infrastructure also 

exists.  The settlement ‘centre’ is also significantly offset and this would result in a change to the 

rural community in the area. 

-- 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, 

tenure, mix and location to meet local needs. 

Could provide a negligible contribution to the achievement of this objective. 0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

There is likely to be dependency on public or private transport to access health facilities.  There 

is no readily accessible PRoW network thus further inhibiting the potential for outdoor activity. 
- 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

The size of the proposal would notably increase the size of the rural population.  It is envisaged 

that this could reduce isolation of existing community but this is uncertain. 
- 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

Uncertainty over transport infrastructure and whether works would be required due to remote 

nature and small size of the existing settlement.  There is likely to be a high dependency on 

private vehicle use even with extensive public transport support. 

-- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

There are listed buildings within 150m but sensitive design should avoid significant impact.  As it 

is agricultural land there is a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would be 

required to rule out potentially significant impact. 

- 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land.  No key habitats or sites nearby.  International sites are 1km away and 

no direct impacts would occur.  However, a there could be a potential for indirect (disturbance) 

impacts due to increased informal recreational activity along the estuary, however, population 

increase is negligible and also direct connectivity to the site is limited.  A potential likely 

significant effect could arise therefore a detailed HRA would be required. 

0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

8 
To protect quality and levels of local water 

resources. 
Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could 

prevent flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 
Given the scale and the likely dependency on transport (a significant amount of which would be 

private vehicle) there would be an increase in greenhouse gas emissions. 
-- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

Given the scale and the likely dependency on transport (a significant amount of which would be 

private vehicle) there would be an increase in emissions and deterioration in local air quality. 
-- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character could be affected. - 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors 

and improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

A commercial provision is noted that would provide useful employment land opportunity. + 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

The commercial provision will provide opportunity for diverse employment opportunities in the 

local area. 
+ 
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Table S51: RE51 Land off North End, Southminster 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services 

and facilities for all sectors of the community. 

Given the location within Southminster and linked to existing urban area there would be 

achievement toward this objective, though some services and facilities are not present. 
+ 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, 

tenure, mix and location to meet local needs. 

Could provide a contribution to the achievement of this objective. + 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

Given its location within the settlement and limited access to open space there could be 

achievement toward this objective, though there would be a dependency on transport to access 

many services and facilities which could offset the location and objective. 

0 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

Possible inclusion of affordable will ensure achievement of this objective, and link with existing 

community; therefore considered to be a net positive. 
+ 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and 

reduce journey miles undertaken by car. 

The lack of some services, facilities and employment will increase dependence on travel for a 

larger population and hence increase journey mileage though there are public transport links these 

are 600m or more away and may inhibit use. 

-- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

There are two Scheduled Monuments adjacent to the site raising potential for impact on setting.  

As it is agricultural land there is also potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would 

be required to rule out potentially significant impact. 

-- 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land, limited undesignated habitat loss from ditch, hedgerow, and tree removal.  

International sites are over 4.2km away and no direct impacts and no potential for indirect impacts, 

due to distance and policies preventing water quality impacts. 

0 

8 
To protect quality and levels of local water 

resources. 
Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, 

including sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could prevent 

flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 
Given the scale and the moderate dependency on transport (including private vehicle) there would 

be an increase in greenhouse gas emissions. 
- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

Given the scale and the moderate dependency on transport (including private vehicle) there would 

be an increase in emissions and deterioration in local air quality. 
- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character could be affected. - 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through 

supporting the growth and diversification of 

business sectors and improving the attractiveness 

of the District to investment in both urban and rural 

areas. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 
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Table S52: RE52 Land off Southminster Road, Burnham-on-Crouch 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services 

and facilities for all sectors of the community. 

Given location on the far outskirts of Burnham there is a weak link to the achievement of this 

objective, and many services and facilities are not close by. 
- 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, 

tenure, mix and location to meet local needs. 

Could provide a contribution to the achievement of this objective. + 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

Given its location on the far edge of the settlement and access to PRoW and open space there 

would be some achievement toward this objective.  However, there would be a dependency on 

transport to access many services and facilities and employment. 

0 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

Possible inclusion of affordable will ensure achievement of this objective, and link with existing 

community (Stoneyhills); however, services and facilities are distant from the site thus offsetting 

the positive aspects. 

- 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

Uncertainty over transport infrastructure and whether works would be required due to remote 

nature and lack of access to all services and infrastructure.  There is likely to be a greater 

requirement for private vehicle use in addition to the public transport support given its distance 

from the urban centre and services and facilities. 

-- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

There is a listed building 130m away but sensitive design should avoid impact.  As it is mainly 

agricultural land there is a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would be 

required to rule out potentially significant impact. 

0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land, with limited habitats present namely small number of trees, hedgerow 

and ditches.  International sites are over 2km away and no direct impacts and limited potential 

for indirect impacts due to distance and intervening settlement. 

- 

8 
To protect quality and levels of local water 

resources. 
Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could 

prevent flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 

Increased private transport mileage is predicted due to the number of dwellings and likely 

employment out of the settlement as well as access to services and facilities outside of the 

settlement, so an increase in greenhouse gas emissions is likely. 

- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

Increased private transport mileage is predicted due to the number of dwellings and likely 

employment out of the settlement as well as access to services and facilities outside of the 

settlement, so an increase in emissions is likely with subsequent deterioration in local air quality. 

- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 

Local character could be affected in particular sensitive receptors such as the nearby cemetery 

and PRoW, as well as wide ranging viewpoints. 
-- 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors 

and improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

Residential provision therefore does not contribute to achieving this objective at development 

level. 
0 
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Table S53: RE53 Land East of Broad Street Green Road and North of Lofts Farm Drive, Heybridge 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The location is not closely linked to services and facilities and there would be pressure on the 

(public) transport provision and a likely significant increase in private vehicle mileage; though 

may provide additional community facilities. 

- 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, 

mix and location to meet local needs. 

Would provide a contribution to the achievement of this objective. + 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

Considered to be neutral given the potential vehicle dependency offset in part by proximity to 

the PRoW network link adjacent to the site. 
0 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

Sufficient mix of affordable will ensure achievement of this objective, therefore considered to 

be a net positive. 
+ 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

The location will result in a relatively high dependency on private vehicle transport and thus 

increase in mileage given the edge-of-settlement location, though it is close to a bus route thus 

reducing the scale of potential increase. 

- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage 

assets and their settings. 

There are listed buildings in the area but sensitive design could avoid impact.  As it is 

agricultural land there is a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would be 

required to rule out potentially significant impact. 

0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land, though there is a nearby SSSI, however that is geological and 

unaffected.  International sites are over 1.2km away and no direct impacts and limited potential 

for indirect impacts. 

0 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. 
Neutral given provision of water through AW, though in nitrate zone there is no significant 

source or pathway for impact on it. 
0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

9 
To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere however SuDS could 

prevent flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 
A likely increase is predicted due to the dependency on transport for commuting to 

employment locations and other access requirements to services, retail, etc. 
- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

A likely decrease in local air quality is predicted due to the dependency on transport for 

commuting to employment locations and other access requirements to services, retail, etc. 
- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character could be affected across a wide surrounding area. -- 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

Increases provision for employment land. + 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 
Increases provision for employment land and opportunity for diverse employment. + 
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Table S54: RE54 Land West of Burnham-on-Crouch, Burnham-on-Crouch 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services and 

facilities for all sectors of the community. 

The indicative design provides for significant opportunities for community facilities provision, 

access, etc.  There is likely to be some service omissions putting pressure on the transport 

provision or increase in private vehicle mileage, which could be exacerbated by the distance 

from the settlement centre and services. 

0 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, 

mix and location to meet local needs. 

Would provide a contribution to the achievement of total dwelling provision required for Policy 

S2. 
+ 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

Given its location on the edge of the settlement and existing access to PRoW and open space 

there would be some achievement toward this objective.  However, there could be a 

dependency on transport to access many services and facilities and employment. 

+ 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

Possible inclusion of affordable will ensure achievement of this objective, therefore considered 

to be a net positive. 
+ 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

The lack of or distance to some services, facilities and employment is predicted to increase 

dependency on travel for some and hence increase journey mileage, though there are public 

transport links in the settlement. 

- 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, heritage 

assets and their settings. 

There are listed buildings within 130m but sensitive design should avoid significant impact.  As 

it is agricultural land there is a potential for archaeological sites or finds, and surveys would be 

required to rule out potentially significant impact. 

0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

Area is agricultural land.  No key habitats or sites though limited potential for protected species 

presence.  International sites are 630m away (separated by intervening urban area and railway 

line) and no direct impacts and limited potential for indirect impacts. 

0 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. Neutral given provision of water through AW. 0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Could increase run-off and impact elsewhere though SuDS could 

prevent flood risk increase. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 
No geological or mineral sites identified, but would result in loss of agricultural land. - 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 

Increased private transport mileage may occur due to the number of dwellings and likely 

employment out of the settlement and access to services and facilities outside of the 

settlement, therefore an increase in greenhouse gas emissions could arise though reduced by 

proximity to some infrastructure. 

- 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

Increased private transport mileage may occur due to the number of dwellings and likely 

employment out of the settlement and access to services and facilities outside of the 

settlement, therefore an increase in emissions is likely with subsequent deterioration in local air 

quality though reduced by proximity to some infrastructure. 

- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. Loss of agricultural land. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 
Local character could be affected. - 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors and 

improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

Provides provision for employment land. + 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within the 

District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

Provides provision for commercial / employment land and support and opportunities to 

diversification of employment. 
+ 
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Table S55 – E1 Employment Site at Commodity Centre, Braxted Road, Great Braxted 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services 

and facilities for all sectors of the community. 

Although the site does not directly lie within an existing settlement, it is located near to the 

town of Witham which has good transport links and services.  Services and facilities are 

not present directly at the site putting pressure on the transport provision or increase in 

private vehicle mileage albeit potentially for a low number of vehicles overall.  However, 

local bus links (Route 71/71C) are less than a 15 minute walk from the proposed site to 

Witham where there a high number of services and transport links.  Overall, given these 

distances it is unlikely that the location is considered to fully provide for all sectors of the 

community. 

- 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, 

tenure, mix and location to meet local needs. 

Will not contribute to or prevent the achievement of this objective. 0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

The site is located approximately 1km from access to the public transport network (bus 

routes at Rivenhall End), but there are limited pavements and thus no likely 

encouragement for walking to and from the employment site.  There are a number of 

PRoW and private open spaces in the area, but these are not readily accessible and 

therefore not expect to promote external activities associated with employees at this site. 

Overall, given this the site will not contribute positively to the achievement of this objective. 

0 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

May not contribute to or prevent the achievement of this objective as the employment area 

does not develop the community.  However, it could provide local employment opportunity 

that do reduce isolation and create a diverse local community through supporting 

employment. 

+ 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and 

reduce journey miles undertaken by car. 

The location of the site will promote the use of existing bus services which will increase 

their ongoing sustainability.  However, it will also increase the use of car journeys. 
0 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

There are two listed buildings adjacent to the site; Witham Lodge and Entrance Gates and 

Braxted Park Wall.  Braxted Park is also a Grade II listed Park and Garden of Special 

Historic Interest.  The site has existing buildings, therefore, the extension of the site is 

unlikely to impact significantly on these heritage receptors.  Sensitive design of the 

development would further reduce any potential impact such there would be no additional 

disturbance to the setting of these and other nearby historic receptors. 

0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

The area to the south of the site is Grade 2 Agricultural land and is not important 

ecologically.  There are no International sites within 7km of the site, with Tiptree Heath 

SSSI being the nearest internationally designated site at 3.5km away with no direct 

impacts and no potential for indirect impacts, due to the distance to the site.  Additionally, 

there is a Local Wildlife Site located at Beacon Hill 2.2km from the site; Shut Heath Wood 

Wildlife Nature Reserve. 

0 

8 
To protect quality and levels of local water 

resources. 

Colemans Reservoir is approximately 350m from the site.  The Lake within Braxted Park is 

also very close to the site at approx. 340m.  Careful building design and ad management 

would limit the risk to local water bodies, none of which are protected locally, nationally or 

internationally.  Colemans Reservoir and the River Blackwater are downslope of the 

development site, while the Lake is upslope and much less likely to be exposed to any 

impact from the development at this site.  Provided no accidental or incidental discharges 

arise there would be no risk to these receptors, and this should arise through adherence to 

existing Pollution Prevention legislation. 

0 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, 

including sea level rise. 

The site is not within flood zones 2 or 3; these are approximately 150m from the site.  

Development could increase run-off and impact downstream, though this can be avoided 

through the adherence to appropriate SuDS design. 

0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 

No geological or mineral sites are identified within the site.  The development area is 

already partly developed with the remainder 1.2ha of the area being available for 

expansion.  There will be a loss of 1.2ha of agricultural land. 

- 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 

The site is very close to nearby public transport links and all required services (within 

2.5km), as well as local populations; although some increase in greenhouse emissions by 

increased car use is expected, it will be a limited amount. 

- 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

An increase in emissions and deterioration in local air quality is predicted due to the likely 

increase in vehicle traffic for commuting to employment location.  However, this is not 

likely to exceed any air quality threshold levels given the rural nature of the immediate site 

area. 

- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. There will be a loss of 1.2ha of agricultural land and associated soil. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 

Part of the site is already developed as an employment centre.  Consequently, site 

character will not be significantly impacted, though further views could potentially be 

affected. 

- 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through 

supporting the growth and diversification of 

business sectors and improving the attractiveness 

of the District to investment in both urban and rural 

areas. 

Part of the site is an existing employment base and is likely to have a strong demand, 

increasing the local employment opportunities and minimising the risk of vacancies and 

low rental returns. 

++ 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

The development will increase local employment prospects and encourage young people 

to stay in the area with the addition of new work opportunities. 
++ 
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Table S56 – E2 Employment Site at Great Hayes Business Centre, Lower Burnham Road, Stow Maries 

SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Social 

1 
To maintain and improve accessibility to services 

and facilities for all sectors of the community. 

Site is adjacent to an existing employment site with existing infrastructure in place. It is 

within 2.5km of strategic route network (A132) and close to the South Woodham Ferrers 

employment areas.  There are limited services / facilities available in the immediate area 

however South Woodham Ferrers lies less than 2.5km away and will provide all services 

and facilities required.  There are bus stops and train stations nearby – less than 1.5km.  

However, given these distances it is unlikely that the location is considered to fully 

provide for all sectors of the community. 

- 

2 

To provide and maintain an adequate level of good 

quality affordable housing of appropriate size, tenure, 

mix and location to meet local needs. 

Will not contribute to or prevent the achievement of this objective. 0 

3 
To promote healthier lifestyles, improve levels of 

health and well-being. 

Whilst PRoW are present in the area, given the remoteness there is likely to be a greater 

requirement for private vehicle use.  Given its proximity away from the main settlement of 

South Woodham Ferrers or location of employment population it is not likely to contribute 

positively to the achievement of this objective. 

- 

4 

To reduce rural isolation and social exclusion 

geographically and demographically through 

encouraging viable and vibrant communities. 

Whilst in the immediate vicinity there is a limited contribution to this objective, in the 

wider area the site could provide local employment opportunity that would encourage a 

viable and vibrant local community through supporting additional employment and thus 

widening the diversity of employment in the area. 

+ 

5 

To maintain and improve public transport provision, 

promote sustainable modes of transport and reduce 

journey miles undertaken by car. 

Although there are public transport links close to the site (North Fambridge train station 

and bus routes through Stow Maries) within 1.5km of the site, there is likely to be an 

increase in private vehicle use to access the employment site.  However, the site is an 

existing employment development and there is potential for an increase in car sharing 

from nearby towns to the development site. 

- 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

Environmental 

6 
To protect and enhance the local townscape, 

heritage assets and their settings. 

There are nearby Listed Buildings; Great Hayes Farmhouse which is a Grade II Listed 

Building adjacent to the site and Little Hayes Farmhouse which is also Grade II Listed 

and is 540m from the site.  Despite the close proximity of these listed buildings, there will 

be limited impact on their settings as the area is already developed as an employment 

site.  The site has not identified as having any likely archaeological interest.  Sensitive 

design of the development would avoid any impact to the listed buildings. 

0 

7 
To protect and enhance biodiversity and important 

wildlife habitats. 

The surrounding area is grade 3 agricultural land.  There is a Local Wildlife Site 540m 

north of the development site; Stow Maries Halt Nature Reserve.  There are no known 

priority habitats or sites in the area.  International sites (Crouch and Roach Estuaries 

SPA, Ramsar Site and SSSI and Essex Estuaries SAC) are 600m to the south, though 

no direct impacts would occur and given the nature of the site for employment it is not 

expected to increase visitor numbers to the European sites.  The nature of the 

employment activities would need to be screened in relation to the Habitats Regulations, 

but no likely significant effect is determined at this stage. 

0 

8 To protect quality and levels of local water resources. 

Large water bodies 600m directly downslope of the development site; Stow Creek and 

River Crouch.  Both of these are protected under the Essex Estuaries SAC and have the 

potential to be impacted by the development directly upslope.  Provided no accidental or 

incidental discharges arise there would be no risk to these receptors, and this should 

arise through adherence to existing Pollution Prevention legislation. 

0 

9 

To minimise the risk and hazards of flooding by 

adapting to the impacts of climate change, including 

sea level rise. 

Not in the flood zone.  Development could increase run-off and impact downstream, 

though this can be avoided through the adherence to appropriate SuDS design. 
0 

10 
To ensure efficient use of land and protect 

geodiversity, soil quality and mineral resources. 

No geological or mineral sites are identified within the site.  The development area is 

already partly developed with the remainder available for expansion.  There will be a loss 

of up to 1.8ha of agricultural land, albeit low quality and currently disused. 

- 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 

An increase in greenhouse gas emissions is predicted due to the likely increase in 

vehicle traffic for commuting to employment location.  However, there is the potential for 

increased car sharing as a commuting option for employees of the site. 

- 
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SA/SEA Objectives Description of Effect 
Scale of 

Effect 

12 
To maintain air quality levels in line with national 

and/or WHO targets. 

An increase in emissions and deterioration in local air quality is predicted due to the 

likely increase in vehicle traffic for commuting to employment location. 
- 

13 To reduce natural resource consumption. There will be a loss of 1.8ha of agricultural land and associated soil, albeit of low quality. - 

14 
To maintain and enhance the quality of the 

countryside and local landscape character. 

Site is already developed as an employment centre and site character will not be 

impacted, though slightly further views may be affected. 
- 

Economic 

15 

To strengthen the local economy through supporting 

the growth and diversification of business sectors 

and improving the attractiveness of the District to 

investment in both urban and rural areas. 

This is a large employment site area for a semi-rural location.  However, the site is 

adjacent to an existing employment base and is likely to have a strong demand, 

increasing the local employment opportunities and minimising the risk of vacancies and 

low rental returns. 

++ 

16 
To develop and support sustainable tourism within 

the District. 
Does not contribute to or detract from the achievement of this objective. 0 

17 
To support employment diversity to create jobs that 

matches the skills profile for the local population. 

The development will increase local employment prospects and encourage young 

people to stay in the area with the addition of new work opportunities. 
++ 

 

 


