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Bradwell Legacy Partnership Meeting – 19

th
 April 2017 

 

 
             
 

  Held on Wednesday 19th April 2017 – Tollesbury Marina, Tollesbury, Essex 
      

Meeting Notes 
  

Present: 
Brian Main  (BM) LCLC     (CGM) 
Cllr Wendy Stamp (WS) Burnham Town Council   (CGM) 
Haf Morris  (HM) Magnox  Ltd    (CGM) 
Heidi Turnbull  (HT) Maldon District Council 
Jack Ellum  (JE)  Maldon District Council 
Keith Powell  (KP) Dengie Enterprise Support  (CGM) 
Nigel Warren  (NW) Department for Work & Pensions (CGM) 
Russell G Everard (RGE) Meeting Facilitator 
Sarah Sanctuary (SS) Essex County Council   (CGM) 
Suzanne Harris  (SH) RCCE Essex    (CGM) 
Fiona Marshall  (FM) Maldon District Council 
Sam Fox  (SF) Magnox 
Sarah Laskar  (SL) Maldon &District CVS 
Julian Goldie  (JG) Tollesbury Marina  (Item 4 only) 
Simon Plater  (SP) Tollesbury Parish Council (Item 4 only) 
Phin Franklin  (PF) Tollesbury Marina  (Item 4 only) 
 

  CGM – Indicates Core Group Member 

           Apologies: 
  Bishop John Wraw  Chelmsford Diocese   (CGM) 

Cllr Andrew St Joseph  Maldon District Council   (CGM) 
Jackie Phillips   Department for Work & Pensions (CGM) 
David Rayner   Greater Essex Business Board (GEBB) (CGM) 
Richard Holmes   Maldon District Council   (CGM) 
Cllr Adrian Fluker  Maldon District Council   (CGM) 

 
1. Welcome & Introductions 

 

 RGE opened the meeting and welcomed Partnership members and guests from Tollesbury 
Marina and Tollesbury Parish Council. 
 

2. Declaration of Conflicts of Interest 
 

 Keith Powell, Colbea and supplier of services for Dengie Enterprise Support (DES), 
declared an interest in all matters connected with business support activities and the 
Enterprise Centre project.  KP left the meeting for agenda item 8. 

 Cllr Penny Channer as an Essex County Councillor, member of both Coastal Community 
Teams and a resident of Althorne (item 3). 

 
3. Notes and Actions from the Partnership meeting held on 25

th
 January 2017 

 

 The meeting notes were approved. 

 KP stated that it was likely that the grape growers would form an ‘association’ but were 
keen to proceed at their own pace and to keep the project local with a focus on the Crouch 
Valley.  The possibility of engaging with other growers in the Haven Gateway to expand the 
offer was suggested, as was an informal meeting at Maldon DC to explore further how the 
project could be developed.  

 RGE confirmed that the Secretariat bid to Magnox had been successful, and thanked HM 
for her help with the bid submission.  It was noted that the new funding would help support 
the Secretariat service for the next 2 years. 
 
 

 

Bradwell Power Station Legacy Partnership Meeting 
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4.  Tollesbury Harbour Project 
 

 Simon Plater introduced the item by giving a brief history of Tollesbury and its connections 
with sailing, and mentioned Royal links dating back to 1907/11. Although fishing had 
declined, leisure sailing had developed along with a new marina which was built in 1970. 
There were some 450 acres of saltmarsh which hosted one of the largest RSPB and Essex 
Wildlife Trust sites. 
 

 Referring to the briefing paper, SP explained that 2 river channels had closed because of 
severe siltation.  The north channel was now the deepest and the south was getting 
shallower. Sailors had noticed a significant change to water depths over the past 15 years, 
and it was no longer possible to gain an early retreat back to the harbour. 
 

 The Parish Council was now leading on a project to revitalise the harbour and was hoping 
to gain support from the District Council and other stakeholders. SP explained that the 
Parish Council had a good record for pump priming activity and was anxious to get the 
project underway.  
 

 SP was reminded that quotations would be required for all the proposed works.  There 
were examples of similar successful works along the Suffolk coast. It was understood that 
the marina would likely fund its own dredging costs, and marina users would pay a small 
levy to meet ongoing siltation management costs. 
 

 The Partnership commented that any funding bids submitted by the Parish Council would 
need to be clear about the impact of the potential loss of jobs, estimated at 40-50, on the 
local economy, and the effect on tourism in the medium and long terms. 
 

5. BLP Outputs 
      

 Successful bid to Magnox for Secretariat costs (£33k over 2 years). 

 Successful meeting with vice chancellor and management team at Writtle University 
College to secure interest with ‘grape growing’ vocational courses. 

 GEBB (David Rayner) lobbied for support with wine region project. 

 Wine region project progressing. 

 2 further Magnox Socio Economic Fund bids drafted. 

 ‘Dark Skies’ progressed with local contact. 

 Meeting held with Mersea Town Council to help scope the Bradwell Foot Ferry Project. 
 

6. Socio-Economic Scheme   
 

 HM stated that the Magnox Socio-economic Scheme was performing to budget, and that 
Magnox was glad to be able to support the role of the BLP Secretariat.  HM also briefed the 
meeting on changes to Magnox ownership arrangements and confirmed that the Socio-
Economic Fund would continue with the application process remaining as published. 

 HM would provide RGE with statistical data for circulation to BLP members. 
 

7. Stow Maries Great War Aerodrome 
 

 AF was unable to attend the meeting.  The item would be included on the next agenda.  

 HM commented that AF was now developing the Skills training ambition for Stow Maries.    
HM understood that the focus was still on skills training and the bid needs to be 
progressed by Stow Maries as soon as possible. 
 

8. BLP Grant Funding Opportunities – Progress with MDC applications 
 

 HM provided the meeting with feedback on two draft bid documents in respect of the 
Enterprise Centre and Business Support Service (DES).  HM raised concerns at the cost of 
delivering business start-up services outlined in the new bid and made mention of a project 
in Shepway which was some 50% less than the costs being put forward in the bid 
document, and the additional consultancy work required for the Enterprise Centre project 
which had apparently been covered in the previous feasibility study carried out to inform on 
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the way forward. 
 

 RGE clarified the purpose of the Enterprise Centre and explained that the new bid would 
provide the necessary detail of a preferred site and the management/operational model for 
elected Members to take an informed view on progressing the works.  The previous report, 
whilst offering a number of options, did not provide that level of detail. At the moment, it 
would appear that Heybridge Causeway would be a suitable location, but this assumption 
would need to be tested as far as premises and business viability were concerned. 

 HM was also concerned that the only match funding being put forward at the moment was 
‘in kind’ management costs, which in her opinion were part of the normal role/duties of the 
officers. 

 SS commented that Essex CC had undertaken a study on grow-on space which should be 
fed into the bid document. This would impact on the location of the service. SS also 
remarked that whilst the District did not have an above average start-up rate, business 
survival rates were comparatively higher than other districts. 

 RGE thanked HM for the feedback which would be used to redraft the bid documents.  The 
Partnership was asked to provide any further comments on the funding bids to RGE as 
soon as possible.  

 
9. Updates: 
 

 Dengie Gateway Project.     Jack Ellum updated the meeting on the scope 
of the project.  The area was now being covered by a range of social media sites and was 
43% up on Twitter. The http://www.visitmaldondistrict.co.uk/ was now capturing most if not 
all of the tourism offers. The Sense of Place branding will shortly be available for 
downloading from a web site.  The ‘We are Maldon District’ 5-year marketing strategy will 
be published shortly and every effort will be made to publicise the Coast Path from the 
Natural England recommendations.  JE also confirmed the tourist hub locations, some of 
which would have audio posts carrying information. 
 

 JobCentre Plus.    Nigel Warren stated that growth employment 
areas were currently health and social care. The service had run a number of events across 
the County, one of which was held at Maldon DC offices. The Read Partnership now had 
funding for training schemes targeted at disadvantaged groups, particularly those who have 
been away from work for more than 26 weeks. There were still unemployment issues in 
some parts of the District which were linked to long-term health and education challenges.  
FM asked that details of areas of unemployment be shared with the Partnership. 
 

 Power Station Care & Maintenance Sam Fox stated that there were some 300 on 
site at Bradwell, 50/50 Magnox and contractors.  The last 6 months had been spent looking 
at ways of increasing speed of processing and reducing volumes of waste.  Demolition of 
redundant buildings was nearing completion, and remaining structures were to be clad to 
match the reactor buildings. The site is programmed to enter care and maintenance during 
2018.  It was hoped that Magnox would wish to enter a team for the next Saltmarsh ’75 
ultra-marathon event being held later during the year. 

 
10. Other business 
         

 There was no other business. 
 
11. Actions & Next Steps 
 

 RGE reminded the meeting of actions agreed during the various agenda items. 
 

12. Date & Time of next meeting 
 

 Wednesday 19thJuly 2017 at St Lawrence commencing at 13.00.  Venue to be 
confirmed.  Light refreshments will be available from 12.45.   

 
The meeting closed at 16.20 

http://www.visitmaldondistrict.co.uk/

