
 

Statement of Reasons  

Stow Maries Great War Aerodrome is a unique survival of 24 buildings and structures within a 

strategically located Royal Flying Corps airfield and parade ground appropriated from farmland for 

use in the First World War. The buildings and structures are one hundred years old and are clustered 

around the extant grassed airfield, former parade ground area and a central road (now concreted). 

The site has been assessed in an RCHME Survey (Appendix C) and within the Conservation Statement 

(Appendix D) in consideration of the significance and history of the Aerodrome.  

The buildings and structures were erected quickly to a planned layout for an immediate practical and 

functional purpose as an operational military base and are all of a similar construction. Whilst the 

construction of the buildings and structures is simple and repetitive, some components of the 

construction require conservative repair and some renewal of failing fabric and missing architectural 

details. Some of the buildings were subsequently used for agricultural, residential and other uses 

and display additions and alterations that are not necessarily authentic but reflect the history and 

use of the site since the airfield was decommissioned.  

The proposed works acknowledge the need for conservative repair, some renewal of component 

parts of the construction and reinstatement of lost architectural features. Over-restoration and 

wholesale replacement of original fabric and details will be avoided wherever possible.  

Each of the 24 buildings and structures has been assessed via a Gazetteer (Appendix F) that details 

their current (April 2014) visual condition and appearance. The proposed works are generally limited 

to maximum percentage areas for conservative repair of original fabric and details and for in-situ 

conservative repair, strengthening, augmentation and some reinstatement of fabric and 

architectural details to component parts of each building and structure. Detailed specifications 

(Appendix E) ensure the use of appropriate conservative methods of repair and material detailing. 

Repair Spreadsheets (Appendix G) identify known defects plus missing architectural fittings and 

details to interiors and exteriors of buildings and structures.  

In November 2017 the relevant parties held a meeting to review the provisions of the LBHPA. A small 

number of modifications was subsequently agreed, including changes to the wording of the 

agreement to clarify the method of notification (paragraph 4.3) and the requirement for building 

recording (paragraph 4.4). The most significant change would be to grant automatic consent for 

wholesale replacement of windows (in accordance with the specification), where their conservation 

is found to be impractical. Experience renovating some of the buildings on the site has unfortunately 

revealed that the windows are rarely salvageable. Other changes include a tighter control on 

treatments to historic surfaces and rewording of the specification in relation to gulleys.  

The works that are the subject of the LBHPA will maintain the special architectural and historic 

interest of the listed buildings, respecting their character, significance and setting whilst ensuring 

their future. 


