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The Landscape and Environment of Great Totham 
The landscape and natural environment of Great Totham is varied and diverse and highly 
appreciated by residents. 97% of village survey respondents are worried about impacts of 
development on the character of the village and 95% are concerned about adverse effects on the 
environment. From the survey, important defining features of the parish included; St Peters Church, 
greens, Beacon Hill, openness, countryside and woodlands. “Great Totham is a lovely village - let's 
keep it that way!!!” 

The Neighbourhood Plan Boundary is shown on the map below.  

 

 

 

The Neighbourhood Plan will ensure a sustainable future for our environment and provide ways of 
leaving it in a better state than we found it. (Great Totham Village Design Statement 2019). 

 



 

2 
 

 

Great Totham Neighbourhood Plan Landscape Character Areas 

An evaluation of the landscape is the starting point for gathering evidence to inform the chapter for 
the Environment of Great Totham. It allows us to capture the atmosphere and appearance of the 
Parish. It also should be capable of generating the aims and objectives of the chapter. It will identify 
those elements of the landscape and environment that are most at risk from impact of development. 
This assessment enabled the identification of the main landscape types in the parish and how these 
are formed from elements of landscape; including settlements, woodland, historic features and 
farmland. 
 

A desk study was undertaken in order to identify previous landscape assessments of the area. In 
2010 Maldon District Council completed their Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA), 
unfortunately for the Parish, this did not include Great Totham, as it concentrated on the major 
settlements of Maldon and Heybridge, Southminster and Burnham on Crouch, where it is planned 
that development will be mainly concentrated. This LVIA has now been incorporated into the current 
approved Local Development Plan 2014-2029. The Maldon Study Areas M1-M4, in the LVIA are 
partially within the Parish Boundary, but excluded from the Neighbourhood Plan Area. These areas 
now are included in the North Heybridge Garden Suburb development which has now obtained final 
approval to proceed.  

The Maldon District LVIA was based upon a wider study undertaken in 2006 by Chris Blandford 
Associates. Braintree, Brentwood, Chelmsford, Maldon and Uttlesford Landscape Character 
Assessments, 2006. Supplement EB009b contains a number of maps, including figure 6.1. Maldon 
District Landscape Character Types and Areas. This has allowed the identification of the major 
landscape character areas that form the fabric of Great Totham, which have been summarised on 
Map 2 . In addition, Section 6.0 Landscape Character of Maldon District from the Blandford Report 
was particularly useful for adding details of the Landscape Character Areas (LCA). The Parish LCAs are 
A7, D2, E1, F3 and F4 and refer to Blandford (2006) for more detail.  

Fortunately, there has been little significant changes in the Parish landscape since this report and so 
its descriptors and so on can still be used for our Neighbourhood Plan. 
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See Map 2. 
Note: Area Boundaries are indicative and will need final editing for the final document  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LCA A7 within the larger Great Totham Parish will be largely subsumed into the North Heybridge 
Garden Suburb and this development is excluded from the NP area. In addition, the remainder of A7 
is either more typical of F3, or atypical, as it is fragmented by piecemeal farming and building 
development predominately along Maypole Rd. However, the landscape is set right alongside the NP 
boundary, but still contains positive elements including; a fishing pond, mature trees, small 
woodlands, hedgerows, arable fields and pasture associated with horse and sheep keeping. There 
may be an opportunity to designate this area as a green buffer zone, but this concept was rejected 
from the NP.  

The LCA D2 in the NP area is largely dominated by gravel extraction, its remediation, and ponds and 
lakes. It is termed the Chigborough Lakes area within the NP. The small LCA F4 to the north of the NP 
area, for simplicity is best incorporated with the larger F3 Totham Wooded Farmland.   

This leaves E1 and F4 as the dominant landscape character types.  The details over lends weight and 
validation to the landscape descriptors and policies in the NP. These details are still very relevant in 
2019, as development has been largely confined by settlement boundaries and agricultural is still 
mainly arable with some increase in horse keeping. There have been no subsequent major tree or 
hedgerow planting schemes within the NP area. Ash die-back or other diseases that could affect the 
landscape have not yet become major factors.  Landscape scale effects of climate change are not yet 
common in the area. 

Therefore, the landscape of the Parish incorporates elements from three designations as identified 
by Chris Blandford & Associates (2006). Totham Wooded Farmland sweeps down from Wickham 

Key 

A - River Valley Landscapes, A7 - Lower Chelmer River Valley (Pink) 

 

D - Drained Estuarine Marsh Landscapes, D2 - Maldon Drained Estuarine Marsh 
(Red) 

 

F - Wooded Farmland Landscapes, F3 - Totham Wooded Farmland (Blue), F4 - 
Tolleshunt Knights Wooded Farmland (Yellow) 

 

E - Coastal Farmland Landscapes, E1 - Tolleshunt Coastal Farmland (Orange) 



 

5 
 

Bishops and Great Braxted through both major settlements to Totham Hill and Southwood and 
Middle Wood. See photographs below. 

 

 

 

Mountains Grove viewed from the beacon in Goat Lodge Road 

 

The second major character type is a more open Tolleshunt Coastal Farmland to the east seen in the 
next photograph. 
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An example of the Tolleshunt Coastal Farmland (above). 

 

Finally, to the south is the small area of Maldon Drained Estuarine Farmland. Dominated by the 
Chigborough Lakes complex.  

 

 



 

7 
 

 

The result is a landscape that is wooded around the settlements, but also open, rural, varied and 
interesting, forming the distinctive Arcadian character of the village, its views and wildlife habitats.  

The Blandford report also identified the sensitivities to change for the landscape character areas, as 
high to relatively high. This was evidenced by the relatively new residential development on Hall 
Road as being visually out of character with surrounding landscape in terms of colour, style and 
density of the settlement. 

The following is extracted verbatim from the report for Totham Wooded Farmland. 

Proposed Landscape Strategy Objectives 
Conserve - seek to protect and enhance positive features that are essential in contributing to local 
distinctiveness and sense of place through effective planning and positive land management 
measures. 
Enhance - seek to improve the integrity of the landscape, and reinforce its character, by introducing 
new and/or enhanced elements where distinctive features or characteristics are absent. 
Suggested Landscape Planning Guidelines 

• Conserve and protect open views from Mountain Road, Braxted Lane and other rural lanes. 
• Ensure that any new development responds to historic settlement pattern and scale, and 

uses materials and colours that are appropriate to the local landscape character; such 
development should be well integrated into the surrounding landscape. 

Suggested Land Management Guidelines 
• Conserve and restore existing hedgerow network where gaps occur and depleted especially 

on property boundaries or on field margins. 
• Conserve and enhance the ecological structure of woodland, copses and hedges within the 

character area. 
• Conserve, manage and enhance areas of semi natural and ancient woodland as important 

heritage, nature conservation and landscape features. 
• Conserve historic lanes and unimproved roadside verges. 
• Introduce arable field margins as a means to ensure that ploughing does not disturb mature 

trees within hedgerows. 
• Conserve and promote the use of local building materials which are in keeping with the local 

vernacular and landscape character. 
 
The following is extracted from the report for Tollehunt Coastal Farmland, with specific references to 
Tolleshunt removed. 

Proposed Landscape Strategy Objectives 
Conserve - seek to protect and enhance positive features that are essential in contributing to local 
distinctiveness and sense of place through effective planning and positive land management 
measures. 
Restore - seek to reinforce and/or reinstate historic landscape patterns and features that contribute 
to sense of place and time depth, by repairing distinctive elements that have been lost or degraded. 
Suggested Landscape Planning Guidelines 

• Ensure that any new development responds to historic settlement pattern and scale, and 
uses materials that are appropriate to the local landscape character Such development 
should be well integrated into the surrounding landscape. 
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• Conserve the mostly rural character of the area. 
• Ensure that new farm buildings are sensitively designed and located within the landscape to 

accord with existing character. 
• Conserve panoramic long-distance views to adjacent character areas of drained and open 

estuarine marsh to the south. 
Suggested Land Management Guidelines 

• Conserve and restore the existing hedgerow network with particular emphasis placed on the 
planting and management of elm. 

• Conserve and enhance historic lanes and unimproved roadside verges. 
 

The above strategies and guidelines corroborate the data obtained from the NP assessments of 
views and village green spaces and are useful in supporting judgements regarding our policies and 
mitigations. 

When asked their three greatest concerns regarding the impact of development on Great Totham, 
81% of respondents were most concerned about the loss of views and green space. 75% were 
worried about impacts on the environment.  

“If development takes place I worry about:  Losing our beautiful countryside under concrete...” 

“Danger of merging with surrounding villages and becoming a town. Save our village. Keep it a 
village!” 

“It is a privilege to live in such a lovely village with so much open space.  The appearance of any new 
development should be carefully monitored so we keep our spaces.” 

“Important to maintain beautiful vistas and green spaces to maintain village integrity.” 

 
Respondents taking the Village Survey (2018) showed overwhelming support (77%) for open spaces, 
greens, fields and woodlands.  The area around St Peters Church and around the Beacon were 
specifically mentioned as important. 

Therefore, development proposals within Green Spaces that will permanently harm the character of 
the landscapes or have negative impacts on biodiversity cannot be supported except under very 
exceptional circumstances. 

Finally, as a very young child wrote at our consultation weekend “I love inviamet so don’t destroy it 
because it is butiful.” 
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OUR NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 
Great Totham covers an area of 1457 hectares of which approximately 78.5 hectares are the main 
settlement areas of Beacon Hill, Great Totham South and North, whilst 1180 hectares of farmland, 
woodland and pasture dominate the landscape.  Elevation averages at 52 metres and peaking to 83 
metres on Beacon Hill from which there are extensive and valued views across open farmland 
easterly towards the Blackwater estuary and the Dengie peninsular, and across the Parish from 
north to south and these are identified in the views section. There is some 125 ha of woodland, 
notably small areas of remnant ancient woodlands are found at Captain’s Wood, Southwood, Middle 
Wood, Spicketts Wood, Strowling Wood and Mountains Grove.  Woodlands are some 9% of the total 
area, but this rise to around 19% in the Totham Wooded Farmland character area. This give the 
Parish to the north a more intimate wooded appearance. 

 

Strowling Wood viewed from Braxted Lane, Great Totham North 

 

Whereas to the south open, flat arable farmlands dominate and hedges tend to be gappy and fields 
have been expanded to accommodate mechanisation.  
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View towards the beacon from the footpath between Church Road and Forrester Park Golf Club 

 

Pasture and horse keeping are common, but not obtrusive, but the Parish does not have any 
meadow habitat.  
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There are some areas of scrublands on reclaimed mineral workings, these are valuable habitats. 

 

Foresters Park Golf course is a notable feature in the centre of the Parish and other recreational 
facilities include; the Cricket Ground.  Both the Jubilee Recreation Ground in Maldon Road, Great 
Totham South and the Recreation Ground in Braxted Lane, Great Totham North (Below) contain 
football pitches and play areas. 
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There are significant areas of aquatic habitats at the Bog Grove Fishing Ponds and more importantly 
the Chigborough Lake complex to the south. Associated with the latter is the Lofts Farm SSSI in 
Broad Street Green. 

 

Above:  Bog Grove, Great Totham South 

 

Chigborough Lakes 
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The Parish has no major rivers, but a number of channelised streams, particularly Catchpole and 
Spicket Brooks, which flow to the south after merging near Scraley Cottage to enter the Blackwater 
Estuary at Saltcotes. 

This landscape is capable of supporting a diverse variety of flora and fauna enjoyed by residents in 
their gardens and on walks through village and countryside. We have been fortunate in being 
granted access to three major sources of wildlife data from third party sources. Notably these are 
Essex Wildlife Trust (EWT), Essex Field Club (EFC) and the British Trust for Ornithology {BTO), in 
addition we have data from a number of other sources. (See Supplementary Data). This data has 
supported the wildlife information given to us by residents. 

Our landscapes, wildlife and views are capable of accommodating the small-scale development 
desired by residents, as supported by the Neighbourhood Plan. However, these have a vulnerability 
to off-plan larger scale development outside the settlement boundaries favoured by speculative 
developers. 

There are valuable habitats of woodland, scrubland, hedgerows, ponds and lakes, churchyards and 
gardens. The parish is home to a good range of flora and fauna, including ancient woodland 
indicators, orchids, buzzard, badgers and invertebrates. Unfortunately, the parish lacks significant 
areas of species rich grasslands, has very poor roadside verges and many hedgerows have significant 
gaps.  Much of the habitat is small, fragmented and disconnected, and others that are vulnerable to 
development. There are a number of valued and iconic views.  

The Village Survey found that 98% of respondents were positive about the village greenspaces and 
important views.  

67% of survey respondents were very concerned about the impact of development on our 
environment. This survey also noted that, with 747 respondents, loss of views/green spaces was the 
most pressing concern. 

73% were very concerned about the impact of development on the character of the village. 

“Great Totham is a lovely village - let's keep it that way!!!” 

We have a great starting position, but now will need to look forward. 

“It is a privilege to live in such a lovely village with so much open space”. 

The main objective of the environment policies is: 

To enhance the Arcadian green nature of the Parish in accordance with the Great Totham Village 
Design Statement (2019) and Maldon District Design Guide (2017) 

The Neighbourhood Plan includes environment policies that deal with: 

• Integrating mitigations and remediations of the effects district level developments into 
parish  

• Avoiding habitat and biodiversity disturbance of parish level developments and mitigating 
adverse effects where avoidance is not possible. 

• Protecting habitats for wildlife. 
• Maintaining a distinctive, rural, tree-filled feel and character. 
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• Enhanced access to open green spaces 
• Protecting and enhancing local views, which have been identified as of value and meriting 

protection.  
• Using green spaces and corridors to enhance connectivity for wildlife and people. 
• Better connectivity (for movement without use of motor vehicles) with enhanced public 

footpath, bridleway, cycle path networks. 

The Parish contains a range of habitats, green corridors and wildlife spaces shown below and these 
are subject to their own policies in the Neighbourhood Plan and Maldon Local Development Plan 
(LDP). 

 

The Maldon District Local Development Plan protects our remnant ancient woodlands and the 
Chigborough Lakes complex as Local Wildlife Sites.  The areas highlighted on the above map were 
easily identified by local residents during the NP consultation process. 
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Wildlife and habitat are important to residents “I am very concerned about the loss of habitat and 
wildlife”. 

Residents identified hedgerows, native trees, grassland and woodland as important for wildlife and 
local people in overwhelming numbers, with 94-98% of respondents saying these are important. 

A complete and formal audit of wildlife and habitats has not been completed for the parish. 
However, there is enough information obtained from residents and their photographs along with 
data obtained from Essex Wildlife Trust (EWT), Essex Field Club (EFC) and the British Trust for 
Ornithology (BTO) to produce an informed picture of wildlife in gardens, woods, aquatic habitats and 
fields. Details of these datasets and summary tables and maps are found in SUPPLEMENT. 

For our fauna, highlights include; breeding buzzard and mute swan, badgers, bats, collard dove and 
green woodpeckers, as well as a good range of garden birds and butterflies. Hares can be seen, as 
are rabbits and foxes are common and at night owls are often heard. There are ancient woodland 
indicators including wood anemone and early purple orchids.  Pyramidal orchids are commonly 
found on grass and scrubland, as well as more common, but still attractive flora such as primrose, St 
John’s Wort, teasel and knapweed. The display of cow parsley along Sheepcoates Lane in May is 
particularly stunning.  

 

 

A local Barn Owl 
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This shows that the Parish is fortunate to home a very good range of wildlife.  However, there is 
concern about species loss, for example it is only a couple of years ago that the iconic and gentle call 
of the migrant turtle dove was lost.  Given that in 2018 the highly protected Lizard Orchid was 
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discovered on an area of scrubland, which unfortunately is inaccessible by the public. This species is 
under the stewardship of the landowner and thus is vulnerable when current scrub eradication is 
conducted. 

 

Sparrowhawk 

Fortunately, it appears that the majority of private landowners are responsible and examples like 
this are now becoming rarer. Nevertheless, there are past and current planning applications in the 
Parish for sites, where development would have an adverse effect on our wildlife, habitat, views and 
local green spaces.  
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Green Woodpecker 
 

GTEn 01: WILDLIFE, HABITATS, STEPPING STONES AND CORRIDORS 
 

The fundamental objective of this section of the topic is protecting & enhancing the diversity of 
wildlife with the emphasis on protecting and then enriching habitat through wildlife corridors and 
stepping stone spaces using planning gain and local biodiversity initiatives.  

Traveling on the Kelvedon or Mountains Roads and walking the nearby footpaths, it is easy to see 
why Chris Blanford called this character area Totham Farmed Woodland. This corner of the parish 
with its deciduous woodlands, mature hedgerows, mixed sized arable and pasture fields, and long 
scale views out toward the Blackwater Estuary, is the epitome of this landscape designation. 

Ancient woodlands and other LWSs, as identified on Map 3 are important and valued components of 
our landscape and an objective of the NP, where possible, has been to join them through wildlife 
corridors and enhance access through a network of footpaths, cycleways and bridleways. A desk-top 
study was easily able to identify how the fragmented woodland local wildlife sites can be linked 
through wildlife corridors through a network of mature hedgerows, streams and copses. However, 
the network has significant gaps and this is one area where working with landowners could enhance 
habitat connectivity. This system must be seen in totality it then can become a functioning 
ecosystem. Habitat fragmentation is now seen as one of the major treats to species however it is 
caused. (Maps 4 & 5) 

Taking hedgehog as an example, this is a Species of Principal Importance in England SPIE, formerly 
BAP and can be heavily predated by badger, which is protected under the Badger Act (1992). In 
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isolated woodland badgers will eliminate hedgehog, but where they can move freely in the 
landscape through hedges and alongside roads the two species can co-exist. Hedgehogs are 
attracted to wildlife friendly gardens, partially because badgers tend to avoid built up areas. Wildlife 
corridors can be seen to bridge the countryside and settlements. Which will help not just hedgehogs, 
but birds, such as the SPIE species lesser spotted woodpeckers and bats. 

None of our lowland deciduous woodland wildlife sites are pristine ancient woodland, but they all 
still contain significant remnants. South Wood is the most accessible through its central footpath. 
There is occasional active timber extraction, mainly conifers, but also coppicing of sweet chestnut 
and replanting of native hardwoods. The fairly open canopy results in notably rich in ancient 
woodland indicator flora wood anemone, native bluebells and early purple orchid in spite of 
bramble understory.  

 

Wood Anemones and Bluebells in South Wood, Great Totham South 

Spickets Wood has a mainly closed canopy, but is remarkable in having butcher’s broom in the 
understory, including small seedlings as well as mature plants. The Essex Wildlife Trust also have 
recoded this species in Middle Wood. (See EWT Local Wildlife Descriptions) 

The settlements have ad hoc wooded green areas, such as Ash Plantation and the village gateway in 
Goat Lodge Road , which were assessed as possible Local Green Spaces, but were found more 
suitable as components of wildlife corridors. Ash Plantation can be found on old maps, as an L-
Shaped strip running from the B1022 to Bog Grove, following Catchpole Brook to St Peter’s Church. 
It is privately owned and not physically accessible, but provides a valuable visual amenity and wildlife 
corridor in association with the other areas of woodland and hedgerow along the B1022 and 
Catchpole Brook.   
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Residents have reported a wide variety of wildlife in their gardens and this is supported by Garden 
Birds and Butterfly surveys (Supplementary Data). 

Using this data, it has been possible to refine a concept of stepping stones and green and blue 
wildlife corridors to aid policy, planning and mitigations. This has helped visualise our habitats, their 
fragmentation, but also more importantly connectivity both within and outside the NP boundaries. 
See Maps H1 & H2 below for a schematic of these stepping stones and wildlife corridors. 

Stepping stones are discrete areas of identifiable habitat capable of supporting a range of associated 
flora and fauna. They also provide for migration of fauna around our Parish and between our 
neighbours. They may also provide a refugia for some species which could lead to their wider 
dissemination. However, they are not of sufficient size to be self-sustainable and will require 
sympathetic management and intervention. The Chigborough Lakes complex, including Lofts Farm 
geological SSSI, is a very important regional wildlife site and species records show an intimate 
association with both the Blackwater estuary and the wider landscape. The EWT nature reserve is 
outside the NP area, but in terms of ecology and wildlife this distinction is artificial. These sites are 
complemented by the woodland Local Wildlife Sites (LWS) of Mountain’s Wood, Strowling Wood, 
Spickets Wood, Captain’s Wood, Ash Plantation/Bog Grove, South Wood and Middle Wood.  
However, these NP sites are very closely linked to our neighbours, such as West Hall/Criers Wood 
complex, Shutheath local nature reserve (LNR) and Maypole Wood/EastWood/Langford Park 
complex. Extending Bog Grove LWS into the Pit fishing pond and surrounding woodland and 
scrubland produces a very viable stepping stone. This mixed aquatic, woodland and scrubland 
habitats is an important habitat close to Great Totham South, St Peters Church and South Wood. The 
woodlands, small fields and large gardens along from the Beacon into Great Totham South is shown 
by EWT, EFC and BTO data as rich in wildlife. The final stepping stone chosen is Forresters Park Golf 
Course, as although an artificial landscape, it provides a valuable link for fauna from the Totham 
Farmed Woodland into the more open agricultural landscape and then down towards Chigborough 
Lakes via the Spickets and Catchpole Brooks blue/geeen corridors. See supplementary data courtesy 
of EWT/EFC & BTO. 

Green corridors are typically linear features composed of hedgerows and field margins that have 
been found to link the stepping stones. Ideally, they should be free of gaps although field entrances 
are not seen as important. The more species diverse the hedgerow and margins the better and those 
close to Totham Wooded Farmland LCA are excellent examples. The green corridor associated with  
down towards the main settlement is a classic with a number of species records. Green corridors can 
be associated with quieter roads and lanes, as found at Kelvedon and Mountains Roads.  However, 
the B1022 is more problematic being very much busier and also gappy towards Great Totham South. 
However, it has a number of identifiable stepping stones and green corridors directly abutting it, for 
example Ash Plantation/Bull Grove and the Mountains Wood new planting. The later provides a 
good link into Great Totham North. 

Similar to green corridors, blue corridors differ by the presence of historic streams and water 
courses. The Parish does not have rivers and Catchpole Brook tends to run dry in summer. The only 
exception is Spickets Brook, which is fed by the sewage works close to Spickets Wood/Forester Park 
Golf Course. These brooks may be enhanced by traditional field drainage, which may or may not be 
still effective.  Irrespective of the presence or absence of running water blue corridors proved the 
same benefits as green corridors. However, there are likely to be additional invertebrates, which will 
be attractive to species such as bat and swallow. 
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Note:  Maypole Road and the B1022 are distinct gaps due to pressure of traffic.  Kelvedon and 
Mountains Roads less so.  Evidence from data provided by EWT, EFC and BTO generally corroborate 
our designations.  This is particularly strong along Kelvedon and Mountains Roads, Goat Lodge Road 
and into both Great Totham North and South from the west.  Bats, badgers and hedgehogs were 
very useful indicators.  Chigborough Lakes were found to be particularly species rich in aquatic birds, 
mammals and wetland flora.  The accessibility of South Wood and the Bog Grove Stepping Stone 
meant that resident observations enriched third party datasets.  In addition, EFC data has shown 
Water Vole along the Catchpole and Spickets Brooks blue corridors, as well as in the Chigborough 
lakes and ponds.  See the Mammals Map below. 
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Mammals Map 
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This photograph shows a green wildlife corridor along Mountain Road from the Beacon to 
Mountains Grove. 

GTEn 02: TREES, HEDGEROWS AND HABITATS 
 

All development proposals should protect, retain and enhance existing trees, hedgerows and 
habitats particularly those that are important for their historic, visual or biodiversity values. If in 
exceptional circumstances, there is loss of trees, hedgerows or habitats as part of development, 
then effective new provision will be provided elsewhere on the site, or if this is not possible then 
biodiversity offset will be provided on suitable off development sites, by negotiation with the local 
community.  

All developments must now specify wildlife friendly elements, as part of the planning proposal. Good 
examples of these will be the routine use of hedgehog compatible fencing, swift bricks and wildlife 
supporting plants for landscaping. A native plant only policy is not supported, as many exotic plants 
can provide considerable wildlife benefits and be more acceptable to home owners.  

There are only four registered veteran trees we are aware of; two Pedunculate Oaks near a footpath 
leading down from Beckingham Road, Great Totham North towards Foresters Park Golf Course, 
another can be found at Chigborough Lakes and a Black Poplar in the same area (EWT data).   

However, there is a mature Pedunculate Oak/Common Oak (Quercus robur) growing on the parish 
council owned secondary growth woodland. This area is the result of successional growth on land 
once used for mineral extraction. It is located opposite to the Maldon Road Recreation Ground at 
Great Totham South.  Anecdotal evidence from residents suggests the presence of tawny owl and 
unidentified bats and this is confirmed by EFC observations. Therefore, any support for development 
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can only occur subsequent to successful completion of conditions that will result from a full 
ecological survey of the tree and its surroundings.  

Any walk or cycle through our landscapes will find mature oaks becoming typically stag-headed. In 
the past the typical response was to remove, but now we advocate leaving them alone, unless there 
are safety concerns, in which case they should be expertly pruned to encourage their succession into 
veteran status. 

An interesting visual feature in the landscape is Lombardy Poplar (Populus nigra ‘Italica’) growing 
along Goat Lodge Road.  This tree has become a dominant feature, but the cultivar is of garden 
origin in Italy and short lived. However, its removal is challenging, as it readily regrows from root 
suckers particularly after disturbance. Therefore any development within 30 metres of these trees 
will have to be assessed for this risk. 

Common Oak is the most common tree in woodlands, hedgerows and the wider landscape. Ash is 
also found in good numbers and at present does not seem to be, as yet, unduly affected by Ash Die 
back.  

 

Hawthorn in bloom 

 

A notable local hedgerow feature is elm, as reminder of times before Dutch Elm Disease. These 
historic remnants will not attract Elm-Bark Beetle if kept below 3 metres in height and indeed some 
may be resistant. Their removal as part of development should be resisted by planning conditions, 
wherever possible. Elm hedges make an easily maintained garden hedge much better than the 
often-planted Laurel or Red Robin. All the native plants mentioned are excellent habitat for native 
fauna, with oak supporting nearly 400 species of invertebrates.  
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Much of our hedgerows are relatively intact, but there are more gaps in the hedges on the 
Tolleshunt Open Farmlands. Worryingly, some woodlands are becoming more isolated, for example 
there are no effective hedgerows between Strowling Wood and Mountains Grove. Although, 
Mountains Grove has good hedgerow corridors along the edge of Mountains Road and across the 
fields towards the Beacon Hill settlement and Goat Lodge Road, with its larger gardens and scattered 
woods. South Wood is also somewhat disconnected, except over the B1022 to Captain’s and Middle 
Woods and along corridors to its east along Sain’s Lane. Unfortunately, it has largely lost its 
hedgerows towards Bog Grove.  

Hedges are dominated by blackthorn, with hawthorn with mainly oak as the hedgerow tree with 
some hazel and field maple. Wild rose is common and bramble where there are gaps in established 
hedges. These woody plants are valuable habitat for invertebrates, small birds and mammals and 
can form a major component of green wildlife corridors. The forb layer is usually species poor 
dominated by lank grasses, but cow parsley can be a striking visual feature, as seen down 
Sheepcoates Lane.  
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Sheepcotes Lane 
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Field Maple, wild apple and cherry can be occasionally encountered. 

 

 

There are three significant areas of scrubland in the Parish two down Hall Road, Great Totham South 
and one opposite the Great Totham North Recreation Ground. In addition, Bull Grove and the 
adjacent Bull Meadow are being left unmanaged, these areas are hope value sites and while it would 
go against neighbourhood plan policy, they could be at risk from speculators looking outside the 
settlement boundary. Bull Meadow and the scrubland in Great Totham North have already had 
planning applications refused.  One site along Hall Road has outline planning permission and has 
been de-scrubbed. There is a common misconception that scrublands are poor in wildlife value, but 
the opposite is true, as they can be as species rich as ancient woodland and meadow grasslands (if 
you need a reference, I can get one!). The Great Totham sites have wild rose, small trees, brambles, 
St John’s wort, pyramidal orchid, numerous birds, invertebrates, reptiles, amphibians and mammals 
and are hunted over by owls, kestrel, sparrowhawk and buzzard. EWT has a recent record of the 
WACA schedule 8 Lizard Orchid on the northerly Hall Road site, however its habitat has now been 
destroyed. 

Any future development proposals on scrublands must be scrutinised by biological surveys before 
submission. A Phase 1 type reconnaissance survey is unlikely to be sufficient in capturing species and 
habitat diversity. Removal of this habitat type without surveys will be deemed as being contrary to 
the environmental protections embedded in the Neighbourhood Plan.  (and will be viewed with 
suspicion!) If Bull Meadow or other areas continue to be unmanaged long-term and begin to scrub 
over, then this criterion could apply. 
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                Lizard Orchid                                                                                        Pyramidal Orchid  

 

The Pyramidal Orchid is common in scrubland and this is also an indicator of habitat suitable for the 
Lizard Orchid 

 

All development should initially refer to: 

a) Technical Document to Maldon District Design Guide December 2017 and the  
b)  Essex Design Guide Ecology and Biodiversity, thereafter apply best practice.   
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GTEn 03: SPECIAL VIEWS 

“Important to maintain beautiful vistas and green spaces to maintain village integrity.” 

The Neighbourhood Plan survey identified a small number of important views worthy of protection 
and enhancement. These include the important views down from Beacon Hill, Great Totham South 
easterly towards the Blackwater Estuary, as well as areas around St Peters Church and further down 
to the eastern boundary of the parish. Other viewpoints are more internal showing the types of 
farmed and woodland landscapes within the Parish, for example these southward views from Great 
Totham North. These important views and the main visual receptors are found on Map 5 below. 
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VIEW 1 

View 1 is a 1.1 km short distanced view that was chosen to effectively display the character of the 
Totham Farmed Woodland area. It is easily accessed from Braxted Lane, a quiet country road close 
to Great Totham North that is suitable for walking and cycling.  Stowling Wood is seen centre right in 
the photograph. 

 

 

 

Strowing Wood and Mountains grove seen from Braxted Lane 
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The next photograph is an interesting variation of this view which was taken alongside Tiptree Road.  
Strowling Wood is centre left and Mountains Grove, centre right.  A public footpath alongside this 
wood emerges onto Mountains Road directly opposite Mountains Grove.  

The mixture of smaller scaled arable fields, scatted fragmented hedges, Strowling and Mountains 
Grove and ending at the scattered woodland along Goat Lodge Lane towards the Beacon. This view 
is seen in the following photographs. 

 

 

Strowling Wood (left) and Mountains Grove (right) seen from Braxted Road 

 

As the LCA report noted – “There is a strong sense of historic integrity, resulting from a series of 
ancient woodlands situated on the top of the ridge (comprising areas of original heath and wood 
pasture)” and it also indicated that this character area is “highly sensitive to change”. 
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VIEW 2 

View 2 - the Beacon Hill view is a much longer distanced over the Blackwater Estuary and on a clear 
day the Gunfleet Sands wind farm array is visible some 30km away, as well the closer old Bradwell 
nuclear power station. This view purported to be close to an Anglo-Saxon Tot from which the Vikings 
could be seen navigating the Blackwater to and from their meeting place on Osea Island. The beacon 
originally a signal during the Napoleonic wars, was re-erected for the millennium and lit for the 
Queen’s Jubilee and various other commemorations. Close by the parish council has added a bench 
and litter bin to an informal layby on Mountains Road. 

 

 

The view from the Beacon in Goat Lodge Road (View 2) 

This panorama also shows the Tolleshunt Coastal Farmland character of the more open area to the 
east. It also includes the village gateway at the village hall, as well as glimpses of Totham Hill Green. 
No wonder it is iconic, but clearly this landscape could be vulnerable to visual intrusion, both by 
inappropriate housing or farming development.  
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This photograph shows the junction at the top of from the Beacon Hill viewing area. It clearly shows 
both the Totham Farmed Wooded LCA, the importance of the Beacon viewpoint and the arcadian 
nature of some settlements. 
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VIEW 3 

Here are two photographs of View 3 taken from slightly different angles.  The buildings in Staplers 
Heath can be seen centre right.  The view can be seen from the footpath that moves towards the 
Beacon from close to the Bull Inn. This footpath is sandwiched between garden fences and a 
hedgerow boundary of the Bull Meadow. At the top of Staplers Heath estate, it opens out and within 
a few metres exposes a framed medium distanced vista some 15km towards Bradwell across the 
Tolleshunt Coastal Farmland character area.  This view is similar to the Beacon view, but is less far 
reaching due to its lower elevation, but more than the Beacon will be particularly vulnerable to 
development in the Bull Meadow settlement fringe. 

 

 

 

Long distance views from viewpoint 3 
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VIEW 4 

View 4 from the footpaths close to Spickets Wood is a reciprocal to the Beacon Hill views. The 
photograph below shows the view up to the Beacon across Bull meadow when rape is in flower and 
also notice the village hall, cricket ground and Bull Inn as receptors.  
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From the permissive bridle path, the view widens to include a view up to Great Totham North and 
Totham Green. This vista highlights the sensitivity of the landscape to ribbon development along the 
B1022 between Great Totham North and South, as well as outside the southern settlement 
boundary of Great Totham North 

VIEW 5 

 

 

The View 5 example seen in this photograph, from the bridge over Spickets Brook near Jepcracks 
Farm with St Peters Church as a receptor is a brilliant example of an internal view. “The church from 
the footpath from Colchester Rd past Bog Grove is stunning.” Also shows how important St Peters is 
when viewed from this area of the Parish. 
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This photograph is taken further up Church Road moving into Great Totham South looking up 
towards the Beacon with Spickets Wood in the middle ground. 

SITES OF SPECIAL VIEWS 

The map also shows areas that were specifically mentioned in the NP survey of November 2018, 
namely the area around the Church and Cricket field.  The next two photographs are taken in the 
churchyard. 
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The next photograph shows a view of the cricket field and Village Hall. 

 

 

 

Developments that block sight lines are not to be allowed.  Negative impacts through scale, design 
or inappropriate character will be resisted.  

It is recognised that some development may be necessary in or close to areas of special views, for 
example extensions to dwellings and necessary new building associated with agriculture or horse 
keeping. These can be supported if impacts on key views are effectively mitigated by appropriate 
scale and design. However, it will be very difficult for the Parish to support major developments 
associated with views or receptors. 

“Our lovely views are good for the soul.” 
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GTEn 04: VILLAGE GREEN SPACES 
 

The village is blessed with a good range of recreational, commons and historic green spaces under 
the ownership and management responsibility of the Parish Council. In addition, a process was 
undertaken in order to identify potential Local Green Spaces in private ownership. However, it was 
found that sites were either not accessible to villagers, or unsuitable for designation. However, three 
of the sites assessed were found to have benefit as wildlife corridors. 

The process for designations was undertaken using a survey tool completed by at least two 
independent assessors. This survey process was also undertaken for some protected green spaces, 
such as Totham Hill Green, in order to highlight potential vulnerability. SEE SUPPLEMENTARY DATA. 

All of our village green spaces are important in order to prevent an over intensification of the built 
environment and also, they have distinct benefits to views, wildlife and landscape. (Maps 6 & 7 
below) 
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Village Green Spaces Great Totham North 

1 =Recreation Ground.  

2 = Village Green.  

3 = URC Churchyards and Allotments.  

4 = Totham Hill Green (AKA ‘Donkey Green’) 
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Village Green Spaces Great Totham South 

  

1 = Cricket Ground and Roadside Verge.  

2 = Village Green.  

3 = Parish Woodland with ad hoc BMX track.  Site of former gravel workings.  

4 = Pit Rec Ground and Play Area. 
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Churchyards, Recreational Grounds, Village Greens and Commons 

There are three churchyards in the Parish - St Peter’s C of E, United Reform Church and the Barn 
Church all of which have attractive churchyard accessible to the public and which contribute to the 
fabric of the settlement landscapes.   

          

St Peter’s and URC are both rich in wildlife, with the former providing home to Brown Long-eared 
and Natterers Bats.  
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                                                        The Old Vicarage, Great Totham South 

Primrose, knapweed and many other wildflower species are common in the grasses surrounding 
graves, because of sympathetic management. The URC churchyard is an attractive setting for the 
historic chapel and its raised elevation provides views towards the south. The graves are set in a 
remnant ancient meadow, containing many wild flowers and unimproved grass species. The other 
half of the site contains the eight well- kept village allotments, which are on a deep rich productive 
loam. The juxtaposition of the tidy allotments with their mown paths and the relaxed management 
on the grave site produces a quintessential rural picture. 

    

                

            Churchyard, Gt Totham South                                Allotments, grounds of URC, Gt Totham North 

The church grounds provide peaceful places for contemplation and rest. St Peters is neighbour to the 
historic Grade II Great Totham Hall and Old Vicarage, as well as being close to well used fishing 
ponds. It is at a nexus of footpaths and views.  None of these churchyards are deemed under threat 
by development. 
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Both Great Totham North and South have popular recreation grounds with play. Unfortunately, the 
one at Great Totham North can only be accessed across the busy B1022, with its 40mph speed limit. 
It does contain a small woodland, which is habitat, and visual and auditory screening. The recreation 
ground at Great Totham South also has a full-sized football pitch, which is used occasionally for 
matches and regularly for youth football training.  

 

 

 

The vegetation surrounding the recreation grounds does have habitat benefits. 
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The Great Totham cricket ground is strategically located at the village gateway opposite the Bull Inn. 
It provides an attractive setting to the Village Hall. As well as the popular Cricket Club, it also hosts 
the Village Fete.  

 

The Village Hall and Cricket Pavillion 

There are two village greens in Great Totham North, both of which are registered under Commons 
Registrations Act (1965). The smaller is located at the southern gateway of the settlement opposite 
Bush Pond and noted as The Green between Compasses and Old Star Inns. The latter is now a 
private dwelling and the former a registered community asset.   

 

The Village Green, Great Totham North 
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The second is the very pleasant and arcadian The Green Totham Hill, known local as Donkey Green 
and is the setting of a number of historic properties.  

 

 

Totham Hill Green (‘Donkey Green’), Great Totham North 

Donkey Green is commons land and so already enjoys protection. However, it was decided to 
highlight it in the neighbourhood plan to acknowledge its special status to the community. Its look 
and feel are virtually unchanged over the years and the quiet roads are suited to safe walking and 
cycling. Tethered grazing is common adding to the charm. A setting for historic properties and 
located in Totham Wooded Farmland landscape this area sums up why people want to live in our 
village. It is not just the Donkey Green that needs protection from inappropriate development, but 
its whole environs. In other words, it will be very difficult to support building development in this 
whole area, although sensitive improvements to individual properties can be considered. 

It may have been possible to develop a viewpoint from this area south to Beacon Hill, but this 
photograph indicates the challenge. 
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The photograph below shows a hope value area close by which has had a failed planning application. 

 

There are no commons in Great Totham South, but there is a fairly substantial, if rather plain Parish 
owned village green (‘Bull Green’) near to the northern gateway to the settlement.  
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Two views of the village green Great Totham South has been identified by residents as in need of 
improvement. 
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Close by is the village cricket ground, which is an attractive gateway along with the Bull Inn on the 
opposite side of the road. However, it is worth noting that a number of trees surrounding the cricket 
outfield are in serious decline and will need replacing. 

 

 

 

The Village Hall and cricket field 

Including the landscape benefits of the cricket ground it has some habitat value due to the presence 
of a number of mature trees on the perimeter. 

In addition, the Parish owns a block of land opposite the recreation ground. This use to be gravel 
workings, but this has now reverted to mature woodland and in which an informal and popular BMX 
track has been established. 
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Boundary/footpath of former gravel working owned by the Parish Council 

 

The BMX track 
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Dur to its usual nature, the BMX Woodland was initially assessed for inclusion as a Local Green Space 
in spite of its Parish ownership. Nineteenth century maps show active mineral extraction and this is 
reflected in its topography. Since active working has ceased, the site has been allowed to become 
mature woodland, which is a process that takes at least a century. Recently, the unusual topography 
has been exploited by young people, who have informally produced and maintained a BMX track. 
There is a footpath through the site which allows residents to walk from the shop and bus-stop to 
the Harvey Road/Catchpole Lane Estate, through Playle Chase. Residents have reported hearing 
Tawny Owls and seeing bats at dusk. And these species are reported by third parties. However, the 
Parish Council may wish to use this site to develop affordable housing. In relation to wildlife this 
cannot occur until an ecological survey has been undertaken primarily due to the possible presence 
of tawny owls and bats. 

The perimeters of this site and the Pit Recreation Ground along the B1022 provide an air of rurality 
and act as visual and auditory screens.    

 

Looking south along Maldon Road from the Recreation Ground, Great Totham South 

There are also well planted and occasionally substantial front gardens, which contribute to the rural 
appearance of the settlements. These features link into the countryside through roadside verges and 
hedgerows, many of which are attractive as well as providing useful green corridors.  



 

56 
 

 

Prince of Wales Road, Great Totham South 

 

Looking north along Hall Road, Great Totham South 

In summary, Village Open Spaces contribute to the rural appearance and atmosphere within the 
village settlements. 98% (74% strongly agree, 24% agree) of survey respondents agree or strongly 
agree that green spaces are one of the main attractions of living in Great Totham. They are to be 
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protected in order to prevent the sense of overdevelopment and urbanisation which so many 
residents wish to resist. Development proposals within or close to these village green spaces that 
harm the permanent open character of the land and the rural nature of the settlements will only be 
supported in very exceptional circumstances.   

However, all of our village green spaces have potential to be sensitively enhanced for their 
environmental benefits. The Pit Recreation Ground, BMX Woodland, Great Totham South and URC 
Churchyard and Donkey, Green Great Totham North have particular potential to be sensitively 
enhanced for biodiversity for the benefit of the environment and community. Likewise, The Great 
Totham South Village Green has been identified by residents, as requiring improvements. The cherry 
and horse chestnut tress associated with the Cricket Ground are now in serious decline and will need 
sensitive replacement in the next few years. 

 

GTEn 05: MITIGATIONS AND REMEDIATIONS 
Non-policy actions 
District wide developments, such as the Heybridge North Garden Suburb, will impact the Parish with 
mostly negative effects, for example involving increased though traffic on the B1022 and increased 
pressure on the already over-subscribed school. The Heybridge North Garden Suburb. This 
development is outside of the NP envelope, but is still within the Parish, both administrative and 
ecclesiastical. For example, the Parish church has few burial spaces left. The Parish will aim to 
engage developers responsible for Heybridge North Garden Suburb and seek their support for 
remediation and mitigation. 

It is not possible to develop specific policies in order to specify what developer contributions must 
be used for, but the need for net biodiversity gain from development is expected on site where 
possible, so if it is not possible, and it is more difficult on small sites which are likely to come forward 
in Great Totham, then a financial contribution should be made to the Parish for environmental 
offset. In addition, Maldon DC has not yet got a Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) in place and the 
Greater Essex local planning authorities Recreational disturbance Avoidance and Mitigation Strategy 
(RAMS) is still a work in progress.  

A Habitat Regulations Assessment has been completed for the Maldon District Local Development 
Plan (2017-2022). Maldon District Council is working with ten other Greater Essex local planning 
authorities, and Natural England, on a Recreational disturbance Avoidance and Mitigation Strategy 
(RAMS) for the Essex Coast. RAMS is a strategic solution to protect the Essex coast from the 
recreational pressures of a growing population. In Jan 2019 the MDC Planning and Licencing 
Committee recommended that the tariff in the draft Essex Coast RAMS be used for securing financial 
contributions from new housing development, excluding social housing, in the interim period prior 
to the draft Essex Coast RAMS Supplementary Planning Document being adopted. The Essex Coast 
RAMS Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) will also provide details of the zones of influence 
and the necessary mitigation measures. (SUPPLEMENTS) 

Applications for financial contributions will be sought for all residential development falling within 
the zones of influence. These will be developed into a package of measures in order to avoid and 
mitigate their significant adverse effects in accordance with Maldon District Council policy N2 
Natural Environment, Geodiversity and Biodiversity. This includes development allocated in 
Neighbourhood Plans within the District.  
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In the interim period, before the Essex Coast RAMS is completed, proposals within the zones of 
influence will need to carry out a project level Habitat Regulations Assessment and implement 
bespoke mitigation measures to ensure that in-combination recreational disturbance effects are 
avoided and/or mitigated. 

These monies will be in addition to any contributions by approved development within Great 
Totham that are obtained by the Parish in order to offset their local adverse effects on landscape 
and environment. This will not normally be spent on directly mitigating and remediating adverse 
effects the development, as measures will be required as part of a successful planning proposal.  
within the Parish, but on wider landscape and environmental initiatives. 

A proportion of remediation funds should be used on projects aimed at improving our environment 
and mitigating climate change. A number of these were identified by residents during consultation 
and were a focus of further research.  

• Firstly, there should be a feasibility study for environmental improvements, which might 
include; improving the environmental audit, engaging with residents including landowners, 
finding land for projects, identifying stakeholders and funding possibilities and most 
importantly establish priorities. 

• One of the most effective ways of fulfilling both of these objectives this is through tree 
planting.  It may seem ambitious, but setting a target of a minimum of 2 trees per resident 
to be planted and established during the first five years of the NP is achievable. The biggest 
problem could be finding land rather than funding, which is likely to be made available 
through a number of sources due to the current interest in carbon offsetting.  In recognition 
of this, central government announced they would fund Woodland Carbon Projects 
managed by the Forestry Commission.  This seems to imply large scale forestry projects, but 
this is not always the case, for example the Lonsdale Small Woods Group is a collaboration 
of small projects validated to the Woodland Carbon Code.  The sites are former agricultural 
land in lowland situations with high initial land purchase values, varying in size from only 1.9 
to 6.5 hectares. There are a number of sites within the Parish that would benefit from such a 
scheme due to their hope value. Neighbouring parishes could be approached in order to 
widen the scheme across boundaries. Lonsdale Small Woods Group may be approachable 
for advice. 

• There are other important routes for establishing woodland and shelterbelts. One such is 
working with the Woodland Trust, for example using their MOREwoods scheme. In addition, 
the Tree Council part funds; Trees for Schools, Community Trees and Orchard Windfalls and 
now hedgerow planting. There are also many private companies that will contribute and 
participate in projects aimed at improving the environment.  

• One potential project that captured the imagination of participant at the consultation 
weekend was the improvement of Great Totham South village green through establishment 
of a wildlife meadow style planting. Just few quotes from the consultation event; “Lovely 
idea”, “Very good idea - as soon as possible please” and “Simple, cheap and very pleasant”.  
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• The parish has generally species poor roadside verges. PlantLife and Essex County Council 
both support initiatives aimed at their improvement. The Parish also have responsibility for a 
small area of verges that could be used. Notably close to the Cricket Ground and Anglian 
Water pumping station on the Maldon Road. 

• Other projects supported at the consultation event included; a village pond, community 
orchards and allotments. The problem with these is that the required land could be difficult 
to source. However, they may be offered by developers seeking permission for larger scale 
projects, which would be counter to the NP. 
 
 

Environmental projects can be used to develop a vision, which would be a tremendous 
opportunity for the Parish to be a local leader. During and after enaction this vision will also 
contribute to community cohesion, well-being and resilience. Finally, as can be seen they can 
unlock funding opportunities that will benefit us all, but a creative approach will be needed to be 
successful in this highly competitive environment! 
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Policy Suggestions removed from previous document 

Given the constraints inherent in the small-scale housing development favoured by residents Policy 
GTEn01 could state: - 

• New development should be mindful of; green corridors, footpaths and wildlife corridors. 
• Contribute to the aim of connected access across the Parish maintaining local habitats and 

wildlife, and provide opportunities for safe movement by wildlife. 
• A proportion of mitigation and remediation monies from District wide and Parish 

development will be set aside for the development of green corridors and wildlife spaces. 

 
GTEn02 could state: -where scale permits, new development should: 

• Be designed to retain trees and hedgerows of arboricultural, habitat and amenity value. 
• Include additional planting of native species of trees, shrubs, grasses and forbs acting as 

stepping stones for wildlife. 
• Seek to maintain and enhance green corridors wherever possible, improving ecological 

networks across the Parish and also with our neighbouring parishes. 

 
GTEn03 could state: - specific policies could be: 

• No development will be permitted that can be demonstrated to negatively impact on key 
views and viewpoints. 

• Minor developments may be allowed if it can be shown to protect or enhance these views. 
 

GTEn04 could state: -the specific policies could be: 

• Building development close to and within these areas will not get Parish support.  
• Proposals to enhance access, landscape and wildlife benefits to these areas will get support. 

 

Specific policies could include: 

• Great Totham will work with Maldon District Council and other partners to ensure that a 
contribution offset monies from the Heybridge North Garden Suburb development will be 
made available to offset its direct and indirect environmental effects.  

• Where proportionate all residential development within the Essex Coast RAMS zones of 
influence will be required to make a financial contribution towards mitigation measures, as 
detailed by the RAMS or measures agreed in the interim prior to its adoption. 

• Where proportionate all development within Great Totham will be expected to contribute to 
mitigation and remediation initiatives developed by the Parish.  

• Development will be favoured if it incorporates energy saving and generation methods.  
• It is expected that all development at whatever scale will incorporated biodiversity and 

habitat offset. 
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