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Great Totham 

Community Draft Vision and Policy Document  

Draft Visions – Pages 1 to 5.  Community Actions Page 6.  Policies Page 8. 

From the draft vision and survey results the main community requirements focused on are 
shown in blue. Some require more village awareness of what’s available for hire for 
community events and meeting places and some require modest investment. 

Draft Objective: - Establish the village hall as a community hub 

Community Hubs – Great Totham, due to its arcadian nature is not a village that incorporates 
one central community hub. Whilst the village hall in Totham South serves as the main focal 
point due to its size, Totham North has the well-placed United Reform Church and both able 
to serve our localised communities. Therefore, it is felt that Great Totham has accessible 
venues that serve as village hubs in both the north and south settlement areas as detailed 
below. 

 

Village Hall – Totham South: Built in the 1930’s Great Totham Village Hall is available for hire 
by the local community for a range of functions from meetings and quiz’s to family parties 
and weddings.  An ongoing programme of improvements in recent years has made this a 
popular venue for events catering for all age groups. The facilities include main hall with stage, 
bar area, fully equipped kitchen, and accessible toilet, baby changing facilities, committee 
room and car park. Currently hosts sequence dancing and carpet bowls amongst other events. 
It is also home to the nursery group 5 days a week and so is well used. 
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United Reform Church – In the north of Great Totham dating back from 1871, this has been 
recently refurbished and is used not only for services but for many other activities such as the 
pre-school playgroup. This attractive building is well suited to medium sized events and its 
position is well suited for locals on foot and currently hosts a day centre on Wednesdays. The 
hall has offered to be a venue for a coffee shop after reviewing the results of the village survey 
and the desire for residents to have access to a coffee shop and socialize.  The Hall is already 
well equipped and modernised and is fit for this purpose. This opportunity will be 
communicated to Totham residents via the parish magazine and the new Great Totham 
Website. 

 

Honywood Hall: Although relatively small the quaint 1800s school building was erected by 
William Honywood and opened in 1857. The Honywood coat of arms can be seen over the 
door. This former school house makes for a good meeting place and social centre and 
currently hosts St Peters lunch club on Tuesdays and Knit and natter on Friday mornings and 
is under the care of St Peters Parish Church. 
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Draft Objective: - North and South Totham Recreation Grounds to be fully 
accessible and thriving 

 

                

The main north and south areas have their own well-appointed recreation grounds. 

Great Totham North recreation ground is positioned on the East side of the main Maldon – 
Colchester road making it difficult to reach on foot without adult supervision. There is limited 
off lane parking that could be improved by the use of a honeycomb mesh that allows grass to 
grow therefore giving a hardstanding for vehicles whilst not detracting from the lane’s 
appearance. The lane is well used by dog walkers, cyclists and horse riders so consideration 
on the appearance of any parking improvements needs careful thought. 

Great Totham South recreational ground- known locally as the pit is situated on Maldon Road 
and can be accessed by foot or at School road where there is limited parking and also 
pedestrian access.  There is apparatus for young and older children to use as well a basketball 
hoop and a sheltered seating area.  There is a full-size football pitch with goals and also a 
changing room for the footballers to use.  The ground is very popular with dog walkers and is 
also well used by families and youths throughout the whole year and is also well used by 
families and youths. 

If funds were to be available both grounds would benefit from covered pods to shelter adults 
supervising children at play and large enough to incorporate prams. See Community Actions. 
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Draft Objective: - Encourage the development of community activities that 
engage all age groups 

Local Activities Available – Investigation shows that Great Totham is fortunate to have a 
wide range of activities for all genders and age groups with some examples below 

Horse Riding - Marven’s Stables 

 

Great for getting kids outside and enjoying our natural countryside environment. 

 

Golf and Country Club - Forrester Park  

 

Not just our own golf course but hosts weddings and functions, has tennis courts, a croquet 
club and a swimming pool for teaching young children to swim… 

And there’s more…  For children there are outdoor and indoor activities with Cubs, scouts, 
guides and brownies. 
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Draft Objective: - Cricket team and pitch use continually 

Investigation reveals that the cricket club is well run and thriving with several youth and 
adult teams, well maintained grounds and cricket pavilion. 

 

In addition to the Draft Objectives the village has: 

Community Assets – Churches 

Great Totham is blessed with 3 churches all open for community gatherings as well as 
religious services. 

St Peters – Totham South 

 

 

United Reform Church – Totham North 

        

Barn Church – Totham South 

 

In addition to the normal church services, other 
activities take place at the church.  There is a well-
supported team of bell ringers and a community (not 
church) choir meets in the church extension each 
week.  The church organises fetes, open gardens, a 
lunch club for senior citizens, monthly coffee 
mornings at the Honywood School and numerous 
other events throughout the year. 

The URC holds not just church services but 
supports the community with a pre-school 
playgroup and other activities and is host to 
a day group 

 

As well as supporting meetings and functions the 
Barn Church boasts a well-maintained garden to 
the side of the church with seating to help get away 
for the hustle and bustle of everyday life. 
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Village Survey Feedback – Main points 

 

1/ Lack of medical facilities - Surgery transport 

Many residents are concerned about the lack of a doctor’s surgery in the village, the 
requirements of which have been investigated.  It is clear after the efforts of Tollesbury village 
to save their existing medical center, that given the current NHS funding limitations, the cost 
of high specification buildings and equipment and the well-known shortages of trained staff 
that new satellite surgeries are very unlikely and also out of our control.  

There are other options which go towards meeting the needs of the village by residents 
considering the availability of two remaining part time local surgery outposts at Bentall’s in 
Heybridge (Longfield Medical Centre Maldon Outpost) and Kelvedon Road Wickham Bishops 
(Fern House Surgery Witham Outpost). The availability of these more local facilities, for those 
able to register with the parent surgery, will be published in the Parish Magazine and on the 
new Great Totham website.  

We have also pursued the possibility of making transport to and from existing surgery’s and 
hospitals via private taxi services available to older less mobile residents who don’t drive.  A 
service like this, accessed by showing a bus pass has been discussed at District and Essex 
County Council level and is not currently available or possible. 

Following on in our investigations we have since been evaluating the ‘Dengie DaRT’ taxi-bus 
service that operates from the Dengie Peninsular to provide local less mobile residents a 
regular bus service to St Peters hospital in Maldon and to Broomfield hospital in Chelmsford.  

The possibility of introducing a similar service for the Great Totham district, including other 
local Parishes without bus services has been championed by the Great Totham NP plan group.  
This is now being actively pursued by our Maldon District Councillor with Maldon District 
Councillors, ECC and the regions 2 Members of Parliament. 

Note: This item is now covered under the Transport section of the Village Policy Document. 

 

 

 

 



7 
 

 

2/ Public Houses:  

Great Totham has three established pubs serving its residents with fine ales and good food. 
Whilst the Bull and The Prince of Wales in Totham South are doing well, the Compasses in 
Totham North is currently closed and stands empty and its future is cause for concern within 
the community. The Compasses has won CAMRA awards and is a small friendly 17 century 
country pub (not listed due to add-on’s over the years), with a good size bar and open fire, 
separate restaurant and bar also with an open fire.  The pub supports a good size car park and 
has easy walking access for Totham North residents. 

The situation as we currently understand it – pub registered as community asset and is now 
privately owned. A sign on the door states ‘closed until further notice’. People in the village 
are concerned as to what will become of it. 

 

Community Actions: 

1/ Strengthen community awareness of what’s on and where in the village. 

Currently only using the monthly Parish magazine and while this is distributed throughout the 
village on a regular monthly basis, village feedback suggests this is not always read or 
appreciated for its content – therefore alternative communication channels are being 
investigated.  A popular choice seems to be a community website. This would also become a 
platform to show parish activities, locations, contact numbers and give residents a real time 
view of what is going on.  Additional links could be installed for the Churches, Parish Council, 
walking and cycle routes, bus and train timetables and perhaps a community diary.  

A local web designer is currently developing a Great Totham website at his own cost so it is 
hoped that this with the help of private funding of the web domain this service will be up and 
running by the spring of 2020. 

 

2/ Making transport available to and from medical facilities for those in need – See Transport 
section. 

 

3/ Bidding for funds from the Community Infrastructure Levy to support upgrades to both the 
North and South recreation grounds to improve parking and the construction of covered 
seating. This should be considered to improve and maintain our recreation grounds to a high 
standard. It would also support the upkeep of our community centers Village Hall, United 
Reform Church and Honywood Hall. 
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Community Policies:  

Policy 1 - Recreation Grounds 

As seen on page three both our recreation grounds are in good shape and well maintained 
although both are in need of additional facilities as outlined below.  

Great Totham North Recreation Ground 

 A/ Covered seating area to offer protection form hot or inclement weather to parents 
supervising their children at play, and be large enough to accommodate prams. The 
construction should be simple and blend in with the rural surroundings whilst being vandal 
proof as much as possible. It should also be designed and positioned so occupants are visible 
to avoid the temptation to children to smoke or suchlike undetected.  

B/ Improve parking – currently there is very little parking space available which can result in 
the lane being difficult to navigate when a football match is in progress, improvements in the 
roadside parking arrangements would encourage greater use of the facilities. 

Great Totham South Recreation Ground 

C/ Covered seating area to offer protection form hot or inclement weather to parents 
supervising their children at play and be large enough to accommodate prams, . The 
construction should be simple and blend in with the rural surroundings whilst being vandal 
proof as much as possible. It should also be designed and positioned so occupants are visible 
to avoid the temptation to children to smoke or suchlike undetected.  

2/ Improve parking – currently there is very little parking space available, improvements in 
the roadside parking arrangements would encourage greater use of the facilities. The 
construction materials should be chosen to preserve the lanes rural appearance. 

 

Policy 2 - Great Totham Village Hall – United Reform Church and Honywood Hall 

These three facilities are all important centres for our community, they serve different roles 
and host different activities. All three need to remain and prosper. We will protect and look 
for opportunities for continued development of these facilities to meet the evolving needs of 
our community. 

 

              7th February 2020 


