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TRANSPORT AND MOVEMENT 
 

This section of the Neighbourhood Plan seeks to address: 
 

A) Highway Safety, Speeding and Parking issues that were raised as a result of the NP survey in 
November 2018.  

B) Movement in and around the village by Public/Community Transport. 
C) Movement by Foot, Bicycle and other non-car means. 

 
Note: The comments in red text were received at the Neighbourhood Plan open weekend. 

 
 
SECTION A: HIGHWAY SAFETY, PARKING AND SPEEDING 

 
 
Objective:  Address highway safety and parking issues. 
 
Reference Document: Maldon District Council – Parking standards (supplement to the LDP 2019) 
 
In the rural environment it is inevitable that there will be high levels of car ownership. These high and 
increasing levels of car ownership have created significant issues with the levels of on-street parking. 
The document notes that the number of cars/vans per household in Great Totham has an average figure of 
1.85 which is above the district average.  Table 2 on page 21 also shows that 12.6% of households in the 
Maldon District have no access to a car or van. 
 
It is vital that new development adheres or improves on the adopted parking standards, as set by Maldon 
District Council. 
 
Inadequate off-street parking provision can lead to indiscriminate parking, which not only can affect the 
amenity and convenience of residents but may also prejudice the safety of pedestrians, drivers and the 
passage of utility and emergency vehicles. This overspill parking often results in parking on footways and 
verges, which not only affects the appearance of the street scene, but can potentially cause damage to 
underground utility services and present difficulties for pedestrians, those using push chairs, and people 
with impaired mobility, especially if using mobility equipment. 
 
It is also considered that there should be no reduction of existing parking provision, either off- street or on-
street, unless it can be appropriately re-provided. 
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There is a trend whereby cars and vans increase in size as manufacturers develop the vehicles over their 
lifecycle.  The document gives the Ford Fiesta as an example; since it was introduced over the 40 years ago, 
it has increased in length by almost 41cm and 16cm in width.  With many residents choosing larger SUVs to 
meet their transport requirements it is vital that adequate parking provision exists in new developments. 
 
 
TABLE 11 (Page 35): GARAGE / CARPORT SIZE STANDARDS 
 
TYPE OF GARAGE / CARPORT INTERNAL DIMENSIONS (WIDTH / LENGTH) 

1 car garage 3m x 7m 

2 car double garage 6m x 7m 

2 car tandem garage 3m x 13m 

Car port for 1 car 3m x 6m 
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TABLE 14 (Page 41): PARKING FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 
 
RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT DISABLED CAR PARKING SPACES (MINIMUM) 

Individual dwelling(s) specifically designed for 
use by people with disabilities 

1 disabled parking space per dwelling 

New flats or housing incorporating communal 
parking which is not designated to individual 
housing units and is subject to a planning 
condition ensuring that the parking remains 
genuinely communal 

Minimum of 1 disabled parking bay near the 
entrance to the building 
At least 5% of parking spaces (rounded up) 

 
   
 
TABLE 15 (Page 42): MOBILITY SCOOTER STORAGE PROVISION 
 
Individual dwelling designed for older people / 
people with disabilities  

Secure, adaptable space with a suitable, 
conveniently located charging point 
(eg additional internal space within the home or 
within a garage) to provide space for one scooter. 

 
  
TABLE 16 (Page 43):  CYCLE PARKING STANDARDS 
 
Residential dwelling houses None if garages provided;  

1 per dwelling (one bed);  
2 per dwelling (2+ beds); 
+ 1 per 8 units (for visitors) 

 
 
 
TABLE 18 (Page 48): ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING POINTS STANDARDS 
 
TYPE OF DEVELOPMENT NUMBER OF CHARGING POINTS 

Residential off-street parking (driveway / garage / 
car port) 

At least 1 home charging point 

 
(Section 4.13.3) 
For new dwellings, an external fast charging point shall be provided adjacent to at least one parking space 
for each new dwelling. To allow for an easy upgrade to a rapid charge facility in the future, the charging 
points should be supplied with a suitable, independent radial circuit and external socket (with a locking and 
weatherproof cover) complying to the relevant national standards. 
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For any new developments there may be an issue with parking.  Specifically, the number of spaces and how 
they are provided.  There is communal parking for the residents of the flats in Heriot Way and covered 
parking for some of the houses in Beadle Place that do not have garages.  It is an option that should be 
considered if any planning applications are submitted for developments of 1-8 dwellings or apartment style 
properties. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
HIGHWAY SAFETY 
 
Through traffic does not adhere to speed limits. Of the two signs, one does not work and the other has little 
or no effect” 
 
 
Highway safety is a major concern in the parish. The particular issues that were raised by the community in 
the survey were speed and safety along the major roads. 
 
 
 

ROAD NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS 
B1022 >300 
Prince of Wales Road >70 
Walden House Road >90 
Mountains Road >40 
Chapel Road >30 
Maypole Road. >40 
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A number of respondents to our survey expressed their concerns about the number of accidents at Five 
Corners.  These have continued at a steady rate since the survey and we understand that a District 
Councillor has started an initiative to review the junction and speed limits on the converging roads. 
 
With the population of Maldon and Heybridge growing, traffic and movement around and 
through the village is likely to be an even greater issue for residents and visitors alike than at present. In 
addition to concerns about speeding.   
 
“Speed bumps on Chapel Road - big ones!” 
 
Some residents in Chapel Road, Gt Totham North were very concerned about the increasing use of both 
Chapel Road and Plains Road by HGVs as an alternative route to Beckingham Business Park in Tolleshunt 
Major.  This is a worrying development as these roads are never intended for regular HGV traffic.  This 
should be discouraged and improvements or modification to the existing signage must be considered. 
 
The Neighbourhood Plan survey in November 2018 highlighted ‘roads, parking, congestion and safety’ as a 
significant concern.  The ‘strain on public transport’ was of a much lesser concern.  This may be because 
there are bus routes that connect parts of Great Totham with Maldon, Witham and Colchester but it could 
also reflect that residents were asked to select their top three concerns. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
‘I’m very concerned about the impact of development on:’ In this more specific question, residents’ 
concerns regarding congestion and parking were ranked 1 and 4 respectively. 
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Highway pinchpoints: 
 
The community has raised concerns about the impact of growth in terms of congestion at key road 
junctions in the village.  Some roads have been identified which currently have significant volumes of traffic 
using them, particularly during the morning and afternoon/evening peaks:  
 
“Parking and lack of manners at school.  Parking on yellow lines.” 
 
“Serious issue with parking congestion in Walden House Rd, risk of accident. Complaints not taken seriously 
by school, police or council.” 
 
 
Walden House Road is of particular concern especially during school hours.  An overwhelming majority 
(73%) supported our idea of reducing the speed limit to 20mph.  The problem is exacerbated by the No 90 
bus which uses Walden House Road to and from Witham and Maldon (see section on Public Transport).  A 
District Councillor is investigating a 20mph limit with Essex Highways.  Some visitors to the NP consultation 
weekend suggested a ‘walking bus’ whereby schoolchildren are met at strategic points and escorted to 
school by responsible adults. 
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Respondents were also concerned about Captains Wood Road which is narrow and single track in places 
and is used as a ‘rat run’ between the B1022 and Maypole Road.  With the potential growth in traffic with 
the Heybridge Garden Suburb many concerns were highlighted and some people suggested making it one-
way. 
 
In addition, there are opportunities to address issues of traffic volume by car sharing.  Some people have 
experience of car sharing and this should be evaluated further for visits to local towns and further afield to 
hospitals and medical facilities.
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POLICY: HIGHWAY SAFETY AND PARKING 
 

a) All development proposals will be required to meet adopted parking standards to avoid increasing 
parking issues in the village. 

 
b) All proposals for new development which impacts on busy junctions should be accompanied by a 

transport assessment or transport statement proportionate to the scale of the proposed 
development. 
 
The specific road junctions of concern are: 
1) Hall Road/B1022 
2) School Road/Prince of Wales Road/B1022 
3) Captains Wood Road/B1022 
4) Chapel Road/B1022 
5) Mountains Road/B1022 
6) Mill Road/Braxted Lane/B1022 
7) Rookery Lane/B1022 

 
c) Where appropriate, developments will be expected to contribute through a planning obligation 

towards measures to improve road safety, including junction improvements and signage. 
 

d) With the increasing popularity of electric vehicles, new developments should provide one external 
charging point per property. 

 
e) Development proposals should be designed to meet the parking standards contained in the 

Advisory Parking Guidance, or any subsequent document; this includes the provision of 
unallocated/visitor parking spaces and cycle parking spaces. 

 
f) Development that results in the loss of existing off, or on-street parking will be required to re-

provide at least the same number of parking spaces in the immediate proximity of where the 
spaces would be lost. 
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ACTION: SPEEDING 
 
Engage with Essex Highways to: 
 

a) Monitor and enforce speed limits 
 

b) Reduce speed limits 
 

c) Improve the scope, range and serviceability of signage 
 

d) Encourage the deployment of electronic speed awareness warning signs. 
 
Specifically: 
 
Adopt 30mph speed limit in Colchester Road, North Totham 
 
Reduce speed limit to 40mph on Maypole Road on the approach to Five Corners 
 
Reduce speed limit to 40mph along the length of Broad Street Green Road 
 
Reduce speed limit to 40 or 50mph on the B1022 between North and South Totham 
 
Reduce speed limit to 20mph in Walden House Road in the area of the school. 

 
 
 
SECTION B:  PUBLIC AND COMMUNITY TRANSPORT 
 
Objective:  To improve range, scope and connectivity of public/community transport 
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Detail: 
 
Great Totham is served by two bus routes. 
 

a) 75 – Colchester to Maldon: Operated by First Essex. 
 

b) Maldon-Gt Totham-Colchester. 
First bus 08:27 opposite Memorial then every 2 hours until last bus at 20:27. 
Colchester-Gt Totham-Maldon. 
First bus 09:47 opposite Memorial then every 2 hours until last bus at 21:47. 

 
c) 90 – Witham to Maldon: Operated by Stephenson’s. 

Maldon-Heybridge-Witham. 
First bus 06:13 opposite Prince of Wales, frequent service until last bus at 18:15. 
Witham-Heybridge-Maldon. 
First bus 07:45 opposite Prince of Wales, frequent service until last bus at 20:27.  
 

“A bus from Gt Totham North to Witham station would be useful.” 
 

The 90 route does not pass through Totham north.  To get to Witham Station entails a separate journey to 
Totham South or Wickham Bishops. 
 
For a village, by modern day standards, Totham is reasonably well served by public transport.  However, 
congestion outside the school at peak times is a constant pressure.  The Neighbourhood Plan believe it 
should be possible for Stephenson’s buses to re-route the 90 service away from the school.  There are no 
intermediate stops between Catchpole Lane and Wickham Bishops war memorial apart from a slight 
increase in the journey time, the effect is minimal. 
 
An added bonus is that the bus could stop near to the village green in Totham North and thereby offer an 
additional service to residents that would connect them to Witham (where the station is) and an additional 
option if travelling to Maldon. 
 

We have also pursued the possibility of making transport to and from existing surgery’s and hospitals via 
private taxi services available to older, less mobile residents who don’t drive.  A service like this, accessed by 
showing a bus pass has been discussed at District and Essex County Council level and is not currently 
available or possible. 

We have since been evaluating the ‘Dengie DaRT’ taxi-bus service that operates from the Dengie Peninsular 
to provide local, less mobile residents from that area with a regular bus service to St Peters hospital in 
Maldon and to Broomfield hospital in Chelmsford.  

The possibility of introducing a similar service for the Great Totham district, including other local Parishes 
without bus services has been championed by the Great Totham NP plan group.  This is now being actively 
pursued by our Maldon District Councillor with Maldon District Councillors, ECC and the regions 2 Members 
of Parliament. 
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Community buses:  There is a local scheme (The ‘Dengie Dart’) operated by a local taxi company, where 
passengers can use their bus passes in a minibus to get access to local towns, hospitals and the like.  
Typically, passengers can wait at bus stops and hail it to Maldon town centre or Broomfield Hospital or they 
can ring the company and arrange a ride.  This seems to work well and although Great Totham is not 
covered by the scheme, feedback from the NP open weekend showed a need, so the matter is being taken 
forward by a District Councillor. 
 

 
 
ACTION:   
 
Great Totham Parish Council/Maldon District Council to engage with Stephenson’s Buses to investigate 
modifications to the bus service.  Specifically, re-route the No 90 away from the School and to encompass a 
stop in North Totham. 
 
Great Totham Parish Council/Maldon District Council to investigate the use of bus passes in taxis. 
 
 
Objective:  Improve connectivity in and around the village with footpaths, bridleways, cycle paths and 
access to public transport providing pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders with opportunities for safe 
movement within the parish. 
 
Detail: 
 
As part of the Neighbourhood Plan process, the community was asked to consider if there  were any 
particular issues relating to transport and movement (both by car and non-car modes) in the parish. 
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Access and Leisure 
 
The very location of rural communities means that the car is the predominant mode of transport. The 
requirement to access employment, services and, to a lesser extent, leisure opportunities outside of the 
immediate local area means that a car is the only realistic option, (given the limited public transport 
services). 
 
However, this does not mean that there is no role for access by non-car modes. The continued promotion of 
public transport is still an important issue for rural communities. 
 
 
SECTION C:  MOVEMENT BY NON-CAR MEANS 
 
Walking and cycling 
 
In terms of trying to positively influence future patterns of movement into and around the village, the 
Neighbourhood Plan seeks to focus on making improvements for pedestrians and cyclists in order to 
encourage more walking and cycling from all the residential areas. 
 
There is a role for walking, cycling and horse riding, both for 'necessary' trips (e.g. to employment, 
education, etc) and for leisure purposes. This often creates a difficulty where non-car travellers and those 
using vehicles are forced to share road space. In a rural setting, this can be particularly dangerous. 
 
We know that members of the community were prepared to walk up to one mile, there is a need to review 
access by non-car modes on dedicated routes away from traffic. 
 
 
Footpaths: 
 
There are many well marked and maintained footpaths, permissive routes and bridleways in the parish with 
a total length in excess of 20 kilometres. These provide excellent recreational opportunities crossing fields 
and through woodlands. These help to maintain the rural character of the village, with their many mature 
trees and hedgerows.  Some footpaths afford wide ranging views across the Blackwater Estuary. Improving 
connectivity further with additional footpaths and pavements is seen as a way of alleviating some of the 
local traffic concerns. 
 
“We would love better pedestrian links between North and South.” 
 
It is an aspiration of the Neighbourhood Plan to have a path that can be safely walked and cycled linking the 
community in the South with the North.  The village would really benefit from not having to use a car for 
every trip to the other half of the village to access its many facilities and visit friends.  Many important 
facilities such as the school, the main village hall, the local shop and post office are based in the South part 
of the village.  The URC Hall, allotments and Flower Shop are in the North and Foresters with its numerous 
social activities midway between the two.  The lack of a safe accessible footpath greatly diminishes our 
community and with growing environmental pressures this is a very important need.   
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The creation of a continuous footpath is not without significant hurdles but with goodwill, negotiation and 
sufficient funding there are enough options to see it completed.  Every opportunity should be considered 
including funding from the Community Infrastructure Levy. 
 
 
The next map shows the range of footpaths and bridleways in the Neighbourhood Plan and adjacent area. 
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The Neighbourhood Plan Survey of November 2018 asked the question “Are our footpaths meeting the 
needs of the Village?”  48% of respondents thought improvement was required and 11% viewed the 
existing footpaths as ‘Not acceptable’. 

 

 
 

 
Traffic speed is perceived as too high in some areas and better pedestrian access around the village would 
help make residents feel safer.  It might be helpful if footpath signs were numbered to assist walkers who 
are unfamiliar with the area and map reading. 
 
Although our survey didn’t ask a specific question, some respondents considered that a dedicated cycle 
path between North and South Totham would be of benefit. 
 
There is an aspiration to create an improved network of bye ways that can be used by residents and visitors 
alike to reduce the risk to cyclists.  There may be demand for more and thereby scope to extend this further. 
 
The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group have developed 3 short circular walks, a longer Ramblers walk and 
a circular cycle route.  These were well received at the open weekend and requests to publicise them have 
been received.  The group will be uploading them to a community website that is scheduled to go live in 
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Spring 2020.  Some people have suggested making them into a village walking map that would be freely 
available. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE CIRCULAR WALKS 
 

 

 
 
This route has been chosen because the footpaths are in generally good condition all year round and 
specialist footwear is not always necessary. 
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The next maps shows a suggested extension to circular route 1 that takes in the long range views 
from Beacon Hill. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
This alternative to Circular Route 1 at 5.9Km is 1.2Km longer and avoids a walk along the busy 
B1022. The walk also offers the opportunity to take in the far reaching views from Beacon Hill. 
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In addition to this, the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group are investigating a permissive footpath to link 
the two settlements of North and South Totham.  However, such provision is considered to be beyond the 
scope of what can be achieved through a Neighbourhood Plan. However, there is presently insufficient 
width along the B1022 to be able to accommodate a dedicated cycle path. 
 
When our survey asked the question “Are our cycle routes meeting the needs of the village” 
 

 
 
 
 
Linking any new housing development into the network of footways and then to footpaths is vital to 
encourage more walking and less use of the car but also to connect these areas and their residents to the 
community. Such improvements have a range of benefits including: 
 
• Providing health benefits through increased walking and cycling; 
 
• Facilitating less congestion at busy times by encouraging children to walk and cycle to and from school 
and people to walk and cycle to the shop rather than 'jumping in the car' for a short journey; 
 
• Providing a safer environment for the community, including for vulnerable users; 
 
• Providing access to green spaces for users such as dog walkers, so addressing the potential adverse 
impacts of development on European designated sites. 
 
Any future development should be linked to appropriate improvements in transport infrastructure to 
ensure sustainability of the Parish. 
 



 
 

22 
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The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group have also developed a cycle route around the village: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Bridleways 
 
The Public Rights Of Way Improvement Plan (PROWIP) states that there needs to be a particular focus on 
the provision of bridleways. There are seven bridleways in the parish and others close by for use by horse 
riders.  
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The Neighbourhood Plan supports the Essex PROWIP which acknowledges that a good public rights of way 
network promotes health and social benefits to local communities. 
 
Any development in the village should be considered with a view to upgrade footpaths and bridleways.  
Developer contributions and grants should be sought to pay for the legal process to upgrade a footpath 
and/or for fencing, drainage etc. 
 
Existing landowners may well be encouraged by the Parish Council to maintain or upgrade their 
Footpaths. This will need to be handled tactfully. 
 
For any development which does come forward, it will be important that safe pedestrian access is provided 
to link in with existing footway routes.  Without this, these new developments will be isolated from the 
primary footways and will serve to act as car-dependent estates. 
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ACTION:  COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY (CIL) 
 
Maldon District Council will be moving towards a CIL.  It is important that investment priorities for the 
village are flagged up at an early stage. 
 
POLICY: PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIVITY 
 
Improvements to the existing footpath network will be encouraged to ensure a safe walking option 
throughout the village by extending and linking footpaths.  At this time, no specific footpaths have been 
identified for improvement but requests may be received in the future. 
 
 
POLICY : PEDESTRIAN WALKWAY ROUTES 
 
To help ensure that residents can walk safely to local facilities serving the community, all new 
developments must ensure safe pedestrian access to link up with footways that already serve the village. 
 
Proposals to enhance footway routes will be supported. Development that is immediately adjacent to the 
footway Routes will be expected to: 
 

• ensure the retention and where possible the enhancement of the Footway Route; and 
 
• not have any detrimental impact on the footway route and assess and address the impact of the  
additional traffic movements on the safety and flow of pedestrians. 

 
Relevant District Core Strategy policies: SP11, SP23 
 
 
POLICY: CYCLING 
 
Within some areas of the village road space is limited and therefore measures to improve cycling are likely 
to be restricted.  Proposals to improve the provision of cycling infrastructure will be supported. This 
includes the provision of new dedicated routes for cyclists. 
 
In line with Maldon District Council’s Parking Standards (2019), new development should include the 
provision of cycle storage. 
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Actions summary Table: 
 
Theme Action Lead partners Priority 

Highway safety 40mph limit be 
introduced along: 
Broad Street Green Road 
and B1022 between 
North and South Totham 
. 

Parish Council 
Essex County Council 

High 

Highway safety Reduce speed limit to 
30mph in the built up 
area of Colchester Rd, 
North Totham 

Parish Council 
Essex County Council 

High 

Highway safety Reduce speed limit to 
20mph in Walden House 
Road 

Parish Council 
Essex County Council 

High 

Highway safety Refurbishment and 
improvement of the 
junction at Five Corners, 
Maypole Road.  
Introduce 40mph speed 
limit from Captains Wood 
Road to Five Corners. 

Essex County Council  High 

Highway safety Extension, improvement 
and refurbishment and 
road signage 

Parish Council, 
Essex County Council  

High 

Highway safety New signage for HGVs to 
deter them from using 
minor roads. 

Parish Council, 
Essex County Council 

Low 

Traffic and parking  Preparation of a travel 
plan to identify solutions 
to parking and safety 
problems associated with 
school drop-off and pick-
up. 
 
The ‘Walking Bus’ 

Parish Council 
Gt Totham School 
Essex County Council, 
 

Medium 

Traffic safety More use of Essex County 
Council ‘Ranger’ 
resources to carry out 
minor maintenance on 
signs and vegetation  

Parish Council  Medium 
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Bus services Improvements to bus 
service – reroute the 90 
away from Walden 
House Road and 
investigate the 
possibility of a stop in Gt 
Totham North. 

Parish Council, 
Essex County Council 

Medium 
 

Bus services Introduction of a 
community bus to 
transport villagers from 
The Tothams and nearby 
villages to Broomfield 
Hospital. 

Maldon District Council, 
Essex County Council 

In progress 

Access and Leisure Maintain and expand the 
footpath/ bridleway 
network in order to 
create safe off-road 
rights of way for 
vulnerable road users in 
accordance with relevant 
legislation. 
 
Introduction of a 
dedicated footpath/cycle 
path that links the 
settlements of Great 
Totham North and 
South. 

Parish Council,   
Maldon District Council,  
Essex County Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parish Council,   
Maldon District Council,  
Essex County Council 

Medium 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Medium 

Circular Walks/rides Publicise the new 
circular walks and the 
existing Parish Council 
walks 

NP Steering Group 
Parish Council 

Medium 

Community 
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 

Submit a bid to Maldon 
District Council seeking 
funds to improve village 
facilities and footpaths. 

Parish Council High (as funds may be 
allocated elsewhere) 

 


