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Introduction 
The Maldon District contains over a thousand nationally listed buildings, which are 
protected by law. It has also been recognised that there are many historic buildings 
which, although they may not meet the criteria for national listing, possess local 
value because of their architectural and historic interest. The District Council is 
developing Parish Lists of Local Heritage Assets to identify and celebrate these 
locally important buildings. Inclusion on a Local List does not bring any additional 
consent requirements over and above the existing requirement for planning 
permission, but it does mean that a building’s heritage significance will be a material 
consideration in the planning process. The following criteria have been developed to 
help identify those buildings which merit inclusion on a List of Local Heritage Assets. 
As with the national list the word building can apply to any type of permanent 
structure. 
 

1. Age and integrity 
a. All buildings which retain a significant degree of pre-1840 
architectural character in terms of form, materials and stylistic detailing 
or for which there is realistic potential for restoration of that character. 
b. 1840-1880 buildings that are reasonably complete and of good local 
architectural and historic interest 
c. 1880-1945 buildings that are substantially complete and of very good 
local architectural and historic interest  
d. Post 1945 buildings that are wholly complete and of an outstanding 
level of local architectural and historic interest 
e. Buildings which are valued as rare examples of a particular type 

 
2. Historic Interest 

a. Historic association with important national or local historical figures, 
architects, events or industry  
b. Social or communal importance: relating to structures perceived as a 
source of local identity and cohesion. (This might include important 
commemorative structures such as war memorials or places of 
worship). 

 
3. Architectural Interest 

a. Important examples of a past type or style 
b. Quality materials, detailing and workmanship 
c. Buildings which display technological innovation 
d. Group Value: Buildings whose local importance derives from their 
visual relationship with other important buildings in a village or town 
setting or where they make an important contribution to an historic 
skyline. 
e. Buildings which make a positive contribution to an attractive rural 
setting  
f. Sustainability: Buildings which can be easily adapted for continuing 
use due to robust construction or quality materials 

 
This document lists the buildings in the parish of St Lawrence which have been 

identified as meeting the above criteria. 
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Bradwell Road, The Olde Rectory 

Left: Mid-20th-century photograph reproduced from the Kevin Bruce 

Archive 

Right: photograph taken 19 October 2020 

Description 

This brick rectory was built in the early-19th century and substantially 

extended in the late-19th century. The oldest part is the central section, 

which has a pyramidal, slate-clad roof, walls of gault brick, and on the 

front elevation sash windows set within full-height recesses with arched 

heads. This part of the house was probably built after 1829 during the 

incumbency of the Revd John Carwardine. The left-hand range, 

constructed of yellow stock brick, with a front canted bay window, may 

have been added in the 1870s. The Revd John Mills secured a 

mortgage of £1000 pounds to carry out work on the rectory in 1874 

(Brown, 1928).   

 

Significance 

Although modernised, this is a reasonably well-preserved example of 

19th-century rectory, deploying good quality traditional materials and 

detailing. The building’s historic form remains clearly legible.  
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Main Road, Motts Farmhouse 

Left-hand photograph of Motts Farm taken in 2004, reproduced with 

permission from Kevin Bruce 

Right-hand photograph taken 17th of January 2022 

Description 

Motts Farmhouse appears to date from the early-19th century. It is 2 

storeys in height and has a U-shaped plan. The walls are of yellow 

brickwork except for the principal south elevation which is rendered. The 

windows are a variety of sliding sashes and casements (now modern 

replacements). The window openings have segmental-arched heads, 

some with hood moulds over. The roof of the west range is hipped and 

clad in 20th-century brown concrete tiles. The other roofs are of an 

extremely unusual hipped mansard form with a vertical step between the 

upper and lower roof pitches. This vertical step incorporates internally-

hinged flaps that could be opened to ventilate the attic. No other 

examples on English houses are known, but such roofs are found on 

late-18th and early-19th-century houses in parts of the U.S.A. – 

particularly in Rhode Island – where they are called ‘monitor’ roofs.  

Significance 

This house is significant as a reasonably well-preserved 19th-century 

farmhouse with unusual ‘monitor’ roofs. The house forms part of a group 

with the grade II listed complex of barns to the north. 
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St Lawrence Hill, The Water Tower 

Photograph taken 20 January 2020 

Description 

This water tower was built in 1966. Constructed of unpainted concrete 

and circular in section, it consists of a narrow-diameter vertical shaft 

supporting a cone-shaped tank with a simple balustrade on top. Pilasters 

rise up the face of the shaft then expand in width as they continue up the 

face of the tank. The Tower is 53 metres (173 feet) tall. It holds 681,900 

litres (150,000 gallons) of water, which comes from the treatment works 

along 710 mm (28 inch) pipes.  

 

Significance 

Architecturally, the water tower has an elegant and sculptural form. 

Occupying a highly prominent position at the top of St Lawrence Hill, it is 

a striking local landmark, clearly visible from the north side of the River 

Blackwater. It has local historic interest as a monument to 20th-century 

improvements in the supply of water to the Dengie peninsula. 
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Southminster Road, Schoolhouse 

Left: photograph taken from the north-west on 25 August 2020 

Right: sketch provided by Bronwen Cook illustrating the house from the 

south-west. 

Description 

This Victorian school was built by subscription, following an initiative of 

the Revd John Mills. Wild Stammers of Southminster undertook the 

building work at a cost of £360. It opened on the 11th of September 

1873. It is constructed of red brick with yellow brick dressings and has 

pitched roofs clad in slate. It consists of a single-storey schoolroom, said 

to have space for 40 children, and a two-storey schoolhouse. The north 

window of the school room and the west first-floor window to the 

schoolhouse have triangular arched heads. The other window openings 

have segmental arched heads.  Most of the windows are 3-over-3 

vertically sliding sashes, and are probably original. The school closed on 

the 2nd of December 1904, after which the children transferred to 

Bradwell school and the schoolroom became part of the house. An 

original detached toilet block survives to the east of the house. 

Significance 

This building is significant as a very well-preserved example of a humble 

Victorian rural school and schoolhouse. It has simple, but complete, 

detailing and good quality materials. It is a picturesque feature at the top 

of the hill, situated close to the parish church and St Lawrence Hall.   
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D-Day Embarkation Hard on the bank of the River Blackwater at 

Stone Point 

Photograph taken 19 October 2020 

Description 

The berthing area for Stone Sailing Club is one of 68 concrete 

embarkation hards built around southern Britain from the Summer of 

1942 in preparation for the anticipated landing on the shores of mainland 

Europe, which became reality with the Normandy landings in June 1944. 

The hard is situated between the sea wall and the river’s edge and 

covers an area up to 90 yards wide. The relatively flat landward part has 

been laid down as solid concrete, while the seaward sloping run-up area 

has been formed from individual slabs cast into small squares, 

presumably to provide traction (Source Fred Nash, 2010).  

 

Significance 

This WWII embarkation hard is one of just two examples known to 

survive in Essex (the other being at Stansgate in Steeple Parish). It is 

both locally and nationally important as a rare in-situ remnant of the 

largest seaborne invasion in history and a decisive event of WWII.  
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St Lawrence Hill, St Lawrence Hall 

Left-hand photograph taken in 1911, reproduced with permission from 

Bronwen Cook 

Right-hand photograph taken 2 October 2017 

 

Description 

This is the principal manor house for the parish of St Lawrence. At the 

western end is a late-medieval timber-framed cross-wing, clad in pebble-

dash cement render. Its roof is gabled to the north and hipped to the 

south, and is covered by 20th-century brown concrete tiles. The front 

(north) elevation of the wing is jettied. Shadows of the original, close-

studded timber framing show through the cement render. To the east of 

the cross-wing is a 2-storey mid-late-19th-century range, which occupies 

the site of the medieval hall. The mid-19th century part is timber framed 

and rendered and its form resembles that of a hall and cross-wing. 

There is an ornamental timber porch to the entrance and decorative 

bargeboards to the eastern cross-wing. To the east of the Victorian 

range is a one-and-a-half storey wing added early in the 21st century.  

 

Internally, the medieval cross-wing has an intact crown-post roof, and 

evidence for original doorways and windows. It is a 2-bay structure, and 

the original floor joists have been removed from the rear bay. The 
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evidence within the building indicates that this was a service wing, 

incorporating an ‘undershot’ cross-passage, situated at the western end 

of an open hall. There were two 'service' rooms on the ground floor and 

a single 2-bay chamber on the first floor. The front ground-floor wall had 

three windows to one side of the arch-headed front door. There is 

evidence that these windows also had arched heads, which is unusual. 

There is evidence for a pair of first-floor windows on the front elevation 

and it is likely though not yet provable that these had arched heads to 

match the windows on the ground floor. Other windows in the building 

were unglazed with diamond-section mullions and sliding shutters. 

 

Significance 

Although modernised, the medieval cross-wing is an important survival, 

one of only just over a hundred medieval timber-framed buildings to 

survive in the Maldon District. The Victorian range is of less significance 

but its form, materials and detailing complement the character of the 

medieval wing. 

 

 

 

 

 

Photograph of St 

Lawrence Hall in 

1922, reproduced 

with permission from 

Bronwen Cook. 
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Interpretive survey drawings of the medieval cross-wing at St Lawrence Hall, by Tim 

Howson 2017 
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Coastal Pillboxes in St Lawrence 

Photograph taken 19 October 2020 

 

Description 

There are three WWII concrete pillboxes built into the sea wall at St 

Lawrence. 

 

Significance 

This is an important group of pillboxes, which serves as a potent 

reminder of the threat of invasion posed during World War II. 
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