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Maldon District Historic Environment Characterisation Project
1 Introduction
The historic environment is a central resource for modern life. It has a powerful
influence on peoples’ sense of identity and civic pride. Its enduring physical presence
contributes significantly to the character and ‘sense of place’ of rural and urban
environments. In Maldon District this resource is rich, complex and irreplaceable. It
has developed through a history of human activity that spans many thousands of
years. Some of the resource lies hidden and often unrecognised beneath the ground
in the form of archaeological deposits. Other elements, such as the area’s historic
landscape, are a highly visible record of millennia of agriculture, industry and
commerce and now form an integral aspect of peoples’ daily lives. The ‘built’ part of
the historic environment is equally rich, with towns, villages and hamlets.
As a fundamental aspect of the District’s environmental infrastructure the historic
environment has a major role to play in Maldon’s future. At the same time it is
sensitive to change and it needs to be properly understood before change is planned
in order to ensure proper management and conservation so that the historic
environment can make its full contribution to shaping sustainable communities.
It is important that the many opportunities for the enhancement of the historic
environment are realised and that adverse impacts associated with development are
minimised so as to avoid unnecessary degradation. The historic environment lends
character to places and provides a positive template for new development. It can play
a key role in creating a ‘sense of place’ and identities as new communities are
created and existing ones enhanced.
The Maldon Historic Environment Characterisation project is designed along similar
lines to that of the Thames Gateway Characterisation report produced by Chris
Blandford Associates (2004) on behalf of English Heritage, Essex County Council,
and Kent County Council.

The Thames Gateway study was followed by work

commissioned by Rochford District Council and Chelmsford Borough Council which
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looked in greater detail at the Historic Environment and carried out by Essex County
Council (2005). The characterisation work for Maldon has been undertaken using
the methodology refined during the Rochford and Chelmsford projects. The
Characterisation work is intended to inform the creation of the Local Development
Framework, but should also be useful for a range of other purposes.
The Historic Environment has been assessed using character assessments of the
urban, landscape and archaeological resource of Maldon.

The results of these

studies were then combined to create large Historic Environment Character Areas.
The Historic Environment Character Areas are broken down into more specific and
more detailed Historic Environment Character Zones which are more suitable for
informing strategic planning, and master planning activity within the District.

1.1 Purpose of the project
This project has been developed to primarily serve as a tool for Maldon District to use
in the creation of the Local Development Framework. The report reveals the
sensitivity, diversity and value of the historic environment resource within the District.
The report should facilitate the development of positive approaches to the integration
of historic environment objectives into spatial planning for the District.
In addition to this primary purpose there are a range of other potential benefits:
•

Provide the opportunity to safeguard and enhance the historic environment
as an integrated part of development within Maldon District.

The report provides the starting point for identifying opportunities for the integration of
historic environment objectives within action plans for major development proposals
but also offers a means by which conservation and management of the historic
environment can be pursued by means outside the traditional planning system.

12
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The report will allow planners, with support from the specialist advisors, to integrate
the protection, promotion and management of the historic environment assets both
within development master plans and Local Development Documents.
•

Provide Guidance to Planners at the early stages of development proposals

The report will provide planners with background information on the historic
environment covering the whole District. This can be used at an early stage for
identifying the Historic Environment elements which will be affected and lead to
highlighting the need for informed conservation or enhancement, and effective
communication and co-ordination between appropriate services.
•

Provide a means for local communities to engage with their historic
environment.

The report may provide a means of engaging the wider public with the historic
environment, with regard to the creation of Village Design Statements (VDS) and the
Community Strategy.

13
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2 The Historic Environment of Maldon District

2.1 Introduction
The nature of the local geology has a clear influence on the historic environment. The
bedrock of Maldon District is London Clay, a silty clay deposit laid down in a warm
sea around 55 million years ago and up to 150 metres deep. Overlying the London
Clay in many areas across the District are a range of Pleistocene river gravel
terraces. The rivers were diverted to their modern courses by glaciers during the
Anglian glaciation which commenced c.450,000 years ago. These terraces contain
the earliest evidence of human occupation and were deposited by a former course of
the River Medway in the Dengie peninsula and by a former course of the River
Thames in the north of the district. A series of later glacial episodes resulted in
localised deposits of till across much of the district. The soils formed on these
superficial deposits are conducive to the visibility of buried archaeological deposits as
cropmarks from the air.

2.1

Palaeolithic

The Palaeolithic period spans a huge length of time between approximately 700,000
years ago, the earliest date so far evidenced for human habitation in Britain, to
around 11,000 years ago with the retreat of the glaciers at the end of the last ice age.
Given the transient lifestyle and limited material culture prevalent throughout the
period the majority of the evidence for Palaeolithic activity within Maldon District
takes the form of stray and occasional finds of stone tools such as handaxes.
Of particular importance is the presence of substantial river terrace gravel deposits
found on the Dengie peninsula. Around 400,000 years ago after the major Anglian
glaciation the rivers Thames and Medway joined together around Southend and
flowed north-east through the Dengie and Clacton areas. Significant amounts of
internationally important Palaeolithic material have been identified around Clacton

14
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highlighting the potential importance of those deposits known to exist within the
Dengie peninsula. In addition to material of human origin these deposits are likely to
contain evidence for long extinct fauna such as lion, elephant and rhino which lived in
what is now Essex during the warm interglacial periods.

2.2

Mesolithic

The Mesolithic period begins in Essex approximately 9000 BC, after the retreat of the
last ice sheet resulted in an environment which could be exploited once again by
humans engaged in a transient hunter-gatherer lifestyle, in an increasingly wooded
landscape.
During the early Holocene, large areas of the North Sea basin were dry land, with an
extensive coastline and estuaries (Coles 1998). Radiocarbon-date for the Boreal
peats (‘moorlog’) collected from the present sea-bed indicates that between 7500
and 7000 BC sea-level was approximately 45m below the present mean sea level.
Reflective seismic profiling suggests that the offshore zone of Essex was undulating
lowland drained by a complex Pleistocene valley system. However as a result of
rapid melting of ice-sheets, sea-levels were rising at rates of up to 2m per century,
resulting in shoreline changes of exceptional speed and complexity.

The evidence for Mesolithic activity mainly takes the form of flint tools and waste but
differs from those characteristic of the Palaeolithic in that the new technology was
generally based on smaller ‘microliths’. Such microliths were combined in variety of
ways to form a range of tools and weapons. Although sea level was rising as a result
of the melting ice sheets throughout this period the tidal limit was far out into what is
now the North Sea. Much of the southern North Sea was dryland as were the
estuaries of the Crouch and Blackwater which were then shallow valleys of
freshwater streams and rivers. Collections of Mesolithic flintwork have been
recovered at many locations in the intertidal zones of the Blackwater and Crouch
estuaries. A particularly large site is known at Maylandsea, now well within the
estuary, when occupied it would have been inland well above the contemporary sea
level, along the banks of freshwater streams. The large assemblages of flintwork
15
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from sites like this imply repeated reoccupation, by hunters perhaps visiting at
particular seasons over a long period of time.
2.3

Neolithic

The Neolithic period (beginning around 4000 years BC) saw the first introduction of
domesticated plants and animals the origins of an economy based on farming.
However, the switch from a hunter gatherer to an agricultural economy does not
appear to have been sudden. At this time the sea level was still considerably lower
than it is today but the sea was much closer to the present coast and in the
Blackwater estuary it seems that the present low water mark was roughly the position
of high water during the early Neolithic. Therefore large areas of what is now the
intertidal zone were still dryland and some of the best evidence for early Neolithic
settlement in the East of England comes from the Blackwater estuary. A particularly
large area of preserved land surface with associated settlement has been
investigated at the Stumble. Structural features, pits and large quantities of flintwork
and pottery were recorded. Pollen analysis of soil profiles here and at a similar site
at Rolls Farm to the east pointed to a wooded landscape of mixed lime oak and hazel
woodland with small clearings. Charred remains of crops, several types of wheat,
barley and flax were abundant at the Stumble but charred fruit stones nuts and
tubers of wild species were just as common. At various locations in the upper
Crouch estuary and in the Blackwater estuary tree stumps rooted into the Neolithic
land surface together with fallen tree trunks have been recorded.
Numerous sites particularly on the gravels north of the Blackwater estuary have
produced evidence of Neolithic occupation at, for example, Elms Farm, Lofts Farm
and Chigborough Farm. Excavations at the latter site revealed the plan of what may
well be the earliest known house in Essex, a substantial post-built rectangular
structure 12 metres by 20 metres. Monumental structures began to be built at this
time; amongst the earliest were elongated enclosures, long barrows and long
mortuary enclosures, defined by ditches and/or palisades sometimes accompanied
by internal mounds. These structures were associated with the disposal of the dead,
an example has been excavated at Slough House Farm and there is a cropmark of
another at Tollesbury. Circular monuments also began to be built , an example of a
segmented ring-ditch (the ditch crossed by a number of causeways dividing it into
16
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segments) at Langford is likely to be of Neolithic date and an example surviving as a
ring-ditch constructed in the late Neolithic, has been excavated at Langford Hall
reservoir, By the late Neolithic sea levels had reason to the point where the dry land
site at the Stumble was now immediately adjacent to the estuary edge,
environmental data suggests a still largely wooded environment.

2.4

Bronze Age

Whilst the introduction of metalworking technology into Essex around 2000BC, was a
major technological advance there was no immediate transformation of social and
economic patterns. Finds of distinctive Early Bronze Age artefacts such as flint
barbed and tanged arrowheads, a type of highly decorated ceramic known as Beaker
pottery are quite widespread within Maldon District. A very fine flint dagger was
recovered during the construction of the water works at Langford, and a flat Bronze
axe has been found at Tollesbury. The late Neolithic ring-ditch at Langford Hall
reservoir continued in use into the Bronze Age and another ring-ditch was
constructed at that site. Wherever, soils are conducive to cropmark formation, north
of the Blackwater estuary, in the valleys of the Chelmer and Blackwater and toward
the eastern end of the Dengie peninsular, there are numerous cropmark ring-ditches
many of these are likely to be of Bronze Age date. Examples, mostly of Middle
Bronze Age date (c. 1500 BC) have been excavated at Elms Farm, Lofts Farm, and
Slough House Farm
By the later part of the Bronze Age a fully agricultural economy was established and
the number of known settlement sites within the district increases significantly, and a
number of house plans mostly round but some rectangular buildings are also known.
A concentration of sites to the east of Heybridge, north of the Blackwater estuary,
such as those identified at Slough House and Lofts Farms, Rook Hall and
Chigborough, close to the Blackwater estuary attest to an increasingly settled and
populated landscape. Sites such as these have produced evidence of more
permanent settlement and a managed landscape including enclosures, dwellings and
land division, and a landscape of farms set within a pattern of fields and woods was
created.

17
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The settlements north of the Blackwater were well placed to exploit not only the lowlying gravel terrace but also the pasture available on the salt marshes fringing the
estuary. Wells are a feature of many of these settlements and the waterlogged fills of
these wells together with charred plant remains from other features provide detailed
evidence from which the contemporary landscape can be reconstructed. Locally the
landscape was on of damp grassland with some evidence of nutrient enrichment
from grazing livestock, a wide range of cereal crops were being grown, probably on
slightly higher ground nearby. There had been significant clearance of woodland
since the Neolithic but the landscape was rather more wooded than it is today. Finds
of later Bronze Age metalwork both single objects and hoards are quite widespread
in Maldon District, another indication of increasing settlement density.
2.5

Iron Age

Iron Age (c.750BC-AD43) sites and finds are numerous within the District. A
significant change seems to have occurred during the early part of the Iron Age, a
number of the wells at the Late Bronze Age settlements north of the Blackwater were
deliberately sealed with deposits including very large quantities of pottery. At about
the same time, in Maldon itself, at the top of the hill, an early Iron Age settlement
defended by a timber palisade, was established. A further defended settlement of this
period with a ditch and rampart existed at Asheldham, whilst the defences may have
been built in the early Iron Age, the settlement excavated in the interior was of dated
to the Middle Iron Age.
At Slough House Farm Middle Iron Age settlement is represented by a group of
roundhouses, whilst a similar settlement at Lofts Farm comprised around 15
roundhouses, dispersed along a trackway and adjacent fields existing during the
middle Iron Age. Excavation of the ring gulley of one of the Lofts Farm houses
yielded a hoard of metal bindings from the edge of a hide shield dating to the 1st
century BC. Extensive field systems of Late Iron Age or Late Iron Age/Early Roman
Date have been excavated at Slough House and Chigborough Farm’s respectively.
A key feature of the Iron Age particularly in the later pre-Roman period is the trend
towards larger settlements possibly in response to particular stimuli.

18
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Fig. 1 Reconstruction of Lofts Farm by Roger Massey-Ryan
An important example is the Late Iron Age site at Elms Farm, Heybridge. Excavations
have shown a society with clear links to the continent and the importation of goods
from the Roman empire. It may be that the Elms Farm site prospered in the Late Iron
Age through trade with the continent. Further excavation and numerous chance finds,
including a number of burials indicate the extensive nature of settlement around
Heybridge in the Late Iron Age.
Maldon District is also important for its number of ‘red hills’ or salt production sites.
Situated close to the coast of the creeks and estuaries, red hills are the remains of a
salt making industry that began in the Late Iron Age and proliferated in the Roman
period. Large amounts of red/brown briquetage or fired clay from the salt pans not
only give the red hills their name but also mark the location of these sites.
Interestingly, a line of red hills in the Dengie peninsula mark the approximate position
of the coastline during the Late Iron Age/Roman period, several kilometres inland
and roughly parallel to the modern shore.

19
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2.6

Romano-British

Prior to the Roman invasion of 43AD, much of the south-east of England including
what is now Maldon District had well established links with Roman Gaul. It appears
likely that the arrival of the Roman army and incorporation into the Roman Empire
was not initially regarded with great dismay by much of the population and there are
no known early military sites within the district.
In fact the transition from the Late Iron Age into the Roman period appears, based on
the evidence from the excavations at Elms Farm, Heybridge to have been rather
smooth and uneventful, with a slow and gradual romanisation of the people and their
lifestyle. At Elms Farm the Iron Age Shrines were replaced with a more structured
temple complex, gravelled roads and an open ‘market place’. Round Iron Age
dwellings were gradually replaced with rectangular Roman type strip dwellings.
Alongside locally produced pottery a much wider range became available from both
the rest of Britain and along with a wide range of luxury goods, continental empire.
Whilst probably not the major port it was once proposed to be, it is likely that local
trade on the Blackwater and beyond was an integral part of the economy. Extensive
field systems associated with wells, dispersed buildings and small cemeteries. It is
possible that part of the rectilinear pattern of field boundaries, track and roads which
exists on the Dengie, may originate in the Roman period. Some of the extensive
cropmark field systems known in parts of the district are also likely to be Roman in
date. Although no investigation has taken place a cropmark at Langford is thought to
represent a Roman estate and temple.
The line of Red Hills marks the edge of the coastal marsh at that date, and
demonstrates that it was gradually moving eastwards. Large amounts of red/brown
briquetage or fired clay from the salt pans not only give the red hills their name but
also mark the location of these sites. Interestingly, a line of red hills in the Dengie
peninsula mark the approximate position of the coastline during the Late Iron
Age/Roman period, several kilometres inland and roughly parallel to the modern
shore.

20

EB018

Fig. 2 3D reconstruction of salt working and the creation of the red hills.
There is some evidence for drying out of the coastal marshes during the Roman
period, possibly either from localised drainage schemes or marine regression.
However, Roman coastal occupation has largely been dated to between the first to
mid third centuries AD and the mid-late third century seems to have been marked by
a period of coastal transgression.
The settlement at Elms Farm, whilst appearing to prosper in the early Roman period
the settlement seems to have suffered a steady decline and to have been abandoned
sometime in the 5th or 6th century AD. Of later Roman date is another particularly
important site the ‘Saxon Shore’ fort of Othona constructed around the early 4th
century at Bradwell on the Dengie peninsula at the mouth of the Blackwater estuary.
A string of these military and naval bases were constructed around the south and
east coasts with the aim of protecting the rich province from incursions by Saxon
raiders. Othona is known to contain significant surviving deposits and is of course a
Scheduled Monument.
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Fig. 3 Aerial shot of Othona (Bradwell with the dashed line showing the parch mark of
the Roman fort wall.
2.7

Saxon

Close to the Saxon homelands and penetrated some distance inland by the River
Blackwater, Maldon District would be expected to show evidence for early Saxon
settlement following the final breakdown of Roman influence and government in the
early 5th century AD and this is indeed the case. Numerous sites have produced
archaeological finds and deposits dating from the 5th and 6th centuries AD. Certainly
the Late Iron Age and Romano-British settlement at Elms Farm shows some
continuity of settlement with Saxon occupation of the site by the late 5th/early 6th
century AD. Recent excavation, also in Heybridge, close to the Blackwater has
revealed a substantial early Saxon cremation cemetery. There are a number of other
sites and finds within the district that indicate the attractiveness of the area during
this period of migration and settlement.
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The line of the Saxon coast is not clear, however it is thought probable that it was still
in a period of transgression at the beginning of the Saxon period, before regressing
out to approximately its present form by the middle Saxon period. By the late Saxon
period the coastal marshes appear to have been principally used for sheeppasturage and there is no evidence that they were embanked.
An important and striking survival of the Saxon period is the chapel of St. Peters on
the Wall at Bradwell-on-Sea. This marks the site of a monastery founded by St. Cedd
in 654AD on the site of the Saxon Shore fort at Othona. Now starkly isolated on the
edge of the marshes, its original position was far from isolated. A creek existed
immediately south of the fort, with an associated shell ridge or chenier, a southern
extension of which has been dated to the 6th or 7th century AD, this features may
have provided a sheltered anchorage.

Fig. 4 St Peters Chapel, Bradwell
St. Peters lay across the Blackwater from the important Saxon estates on Mersea
and the royal vill at Brightlingsea. In the Blackwater estuary itself massive amounts of
timber were used to build large fish-traps radiocarbon dated to the middle Saxon
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period. Examples are known off the Nass, Sales Point, and Pewitt Island with a vast
complex at Collins creek.

Fig. 5 Pewitt Island Fish Trap (Photo Kevin Bruce)
Evidence for extensive Iron working has been recovered from Rook Hall and Slough
House Farm north of the Blackwater estuary. Pollen and plant macrofossils from
Slough house and Chigborough indicate, increased cereal production and intensified
and/or better management of pasture than in the preceding later Roman period.
There was thus a thriving landscape centered on the Blackwater estuary which would
have provided sea born links with the great trading centres at Ipswich to the north
and London to the south as well as the coast of Europe around the southern North
Sea.
Maldon itself was an important regional settlement towards the end of the Saxon
period perhaps from the 9/10th century onwards. The presence of a royal mint from
as early as 925 AD is frequently cited as a measure of the town’s importance. It is
probable the middle and late Saxon settlement was situated in the area around All
Saints church around the top of the hill. A site close by was chosen by Edward the
Elder, son of Alfred the Great, for the construction of a burh or fortified enclosure

24

EB018
sometime shortly after 1016 AD. Recent excavation has suggested that by the end of
the Saxon period, occupation stretched along much the length of the High Street
towards the probable quayside at The Hythe. Fieldwork has identified middle/late
Saxon settlement and activity close to St. Mary’s Church.
The east coast of England was subject to constant Viking raids during this period and
Maldon District contains the only registered battlefield in Essex the site of the famous
encounter between Earl Brythnoth and his army against a Danish Viking force in
991AD and is recognised in the famous poem. The battle took place just outside
Maldon at a site near Northey Island and the fierce but finally doomed resistance of
the earl and his supporters has earned a place in both local and national history.
Parts of the grid-like field pattern characteristic of the Dengie may date from the later
Saxon period.
2.8

Medieval

Maldon and Burnham-on-Sea are the only major urban areas within the district, and
Historic Town Assessment Reports have been written for each (Medlycott 1999).
There has been settlement at Maldon since the Iron Age, however the present town
has its roots in the late Saxon period. The Domesday survey of 1086 records
Maldon as being second only to Colchester in the county, and a charter of 1171
confirmed the town’s status as a borough. The town had a mint until at least 1100
and was an important port. The wealth of Maldon is indicated by the presence of
three parish churches, All Saints, St Peters and St Mary’s at the Hythe. In addition to
the churches, Maldon also contained a Carmelite Friary, a leper hospital, the chapel
of St Helen and the D’Arcy townhouse. Beeleigh Abbey was located outside the town
close to the River Blackwater. The basic framework of the medieval built up area
seems to have been established in the late Saxon period with the urban core
developing around All Saints parish, the High Street, the Hythe and a further area
around Fullbridge being the key elements.

25

EB018

Fig. 6 Reconstruction of late medieval Maldon (By Dave Stenning)
A large number of excavations and watching briefs have taken place within the
historic core of Maldon, archaeological survival is generally good and substantial
stratified deposits survive. Waterlogged deposits aiding organic survival are likely in
areas around the Hythe and Fullbridge and within deeper cut features within the
town.
Burnham-on-Sea was granted a market charter in 1253 and the foundation of the
town must presumably have been sometime before this. The town was probably
planted to take advantage of the potential of the Crouch estuary for both trade and
fishing and shows some evidence for planning with plots laid out at right angles from
the High Street leading to the quayside. In contrast to Maldon there has been little
opportunity for archaeological excavation within the town but there appears to be no
reason why significant archaeological deposits should not survive with levels of
preservation likely to be particularly good in the area of the quayside where
waterlogged conditions may prevail.
Out side of the towns medieval settlement largely takes the form of dispersed
settlements, isolated farms and moated sites. A number of villages clearly have their
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origins in the Saxon period and are mentioned as manors in the Domesday book.
Southminster is a fine example and was probably of some local significance during
the medieval period. Excavations have taken place in villages such as Tillingham and
Tolleshunt D’Arcy and these have illustrated the potential for surviving archaeology of
the medieval period. Historic Settlement Assessments have been undertaken for
Southminster, Tillingham, Tollesbury, Tolleshunt D’Arcy, Bradwell-on-Sea, Langford,
Goldhanger and Heybridge (Medlycott and O’Connor 2005-7).
Moated sites are a common feature of the Essex landscape and there are
approximately 45 known in Maldon District. Constructed largely during the 13/14th
centuries for a variety of probable purposes including defence, display and drainage
many of these sites remain occupied and are known to contain significant
archaeological deposits. One of the best examples is the remains of the moated
manor house of the Fitzwalters at Woodham Walter.

Fig. 7 Medieval moated manor site and post medieval earthworks relating to the
gardens at Woodham Walter
The Maldon Archaeological Group have undertaken excavations at Beeleigh Mill,
shedding light on its origins and development. The period of the Norman conquest is
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represented by the mound at Purleigh Mount, forming the remnants of a small
moated mound.
The appearance of the landscape with its field pattern, distribution of woodlands and
settlements is essentially medieval in origin. Much of the area is distinguished by the
Dengie-type fields, forming an extensive grid-like fieldscape. In the north of the
District, Tiptree Heath formed an important component of the landscape. The valley
floors are characterised by long narrow tracts of enclosed meadow pasture, which
are medieval or earlier in origin.
The marshland continued to grow eastwards in the medieval period, although
catastrophic flooding occurred at regular intervals, including the Great Martinmas
Tide of 1099 when the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle recorded that ‘the sea-flood sprung up
to such a height and did so much harm as no man remembered that it ever did
before’. It was in the medieval period that the first attempts were made at draining
the coastal marshes.

By 1210 the ‘law of the marsh’ set out the important principle

that each man should contribute to the upkeep of the defences from which he
benefited, in proportion to his land or rights on the marsh, this principle endured till
the passing of the Land Drainage Act of 1930. Piecemeal embankment and drainage
of the marshes took place throughout the medieval and early post-medieval period,
with the final enclosure in the late 19th century.

Important grazing marshes include

those at Tollesbury Wick, Old Hall, Blue House Farm.

There is an extensive

medieval salt-making complex at Stow Maries. The coastal marshes are again under
renewed threat from rising sea-levels.
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Fig. 8 Medieval salt-making complex at Stow Maries
2.9

Post Medieval

Given Maldon’s position astride the Blackwater estuary there has always been an
emphasis on the resources and communication opportunities offered by the river.
During the post-medieval period, Maldon itself continued to grow and prosper as a
port with a lively trade developing between the town and London. Agricultural
produce shipped to London was no doubt replaced on the return voyage with a range
of consumer goods and other items not available locally. Much of Maldon’s present
built heritage dates to this period of prosperity. Of particular interest are those
buildings, the homes of shipowners, with viewing stations constructed at the top of
the house from which the return of the vessels could supposedly be seen. Continuing
in importance for the area from the medieval period were the developing oyster
fisheries and continued sea-salt production which were no doubt valuable locally but
also an important export. Excavation within the town has highlighted the importance
of the oyster fisheries in the local diet.
Again tied in with the estuary, the post-medieval period saw the introduction of a
number of duck decoy ponds which were used to commercially trap the wildfowl
which still abound on the estuary today. Around 20 of these decoy ponds are known
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to have existed and four of the surviving examples are currently Scheduled
Monuments.

Fig. 9 Aerial view of Decoy Pond at Goldhanger under snow
The reformation saw the closure of the district’s religious houses. The Carmelite
Friars within the town were evicted and the Premonstratensian monks of Beeleigh
Abbey expelled and the monastic buildings sold off for domestic use.
The landscape history of Maldon District in the post-medieval period is dominated by
the reclamation of the marshes, along the estuaries and at the end of the two
peninsulas. Reclamation, spurred by the introduction of new Dutch technology and
expertise, began in the early 17th century, and continued in a largely piecemeal
fashion into the 18th century. These early phases of reclamation are marked by
winding field boundaries, fossilizing the lines of the original creeks.

There was

renewed interest in reclamation at the end of the 18th century, with a number of
owners receiving medals from the Royal Society of Arts for their efforts. This second
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phase of reclamation continued into the 19th century, and is characterized by straight
field boundaries.
2.10

Modern

The end of the 18th century saw the completion of the Chelmer and Blackwater
Navigation resulting in the River Chelmer becoming navigable as far as Chelmsford.
Accessing the Blackwater at Heybridge Basin this re-routed some of the trade from
Maldon to Chelmsford. Maldon remained a locally important port however, importing
large quantities of Baltic timber especially into Sadd’s Wharf at Fullbridge well into
the 20th century.
Since the decline of commercial shipping in an around the Blackwater Estuary, a
corresponding rise in leisure use of the estuary has occurred with both Maldon and
Burnham being home to large numbers of non commercial craft and associated
leisure industries. The Royal Corinthian Yacht Club at Burnham is a fine example of
early 20th century modernist architecture.
Communications in the Maldon District were further improved with coming of the
railway in the mid 19th century. In addition to stimulating industrial development, the
area and the town of Maldon in particular were opened up to visitors and day trippers
from the rest of the county and beyond. Surviving feature attesting to this influx
include the recreation ground, bandstand, bathing sheds, promenade and lido, all
constructed between 1895 and 1925.
A number of locally important industries were founded in the Maldon and Heybridge
area during the 19th century. Amongst these were the Maldon Ironworks at Fullbridge
(1853) and Bentalls Ironworks established in Heybridge on the Blackwater Navigation
in 1815, both of which were significant local employers but which ceased to operate
during the mid 20th century. The Bentalls site in particular, producing a range of
agricultural implements, was particularly extensive although almost nothing exists
above ground today.
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In Maldon, the original workhouse built in 1719 was largely replaced with the
construction of St. Peter’s Union Workhouse on Spital Road which opened in 1873.
St. Peter’s is the only example of a corridor plan workhouse in Essex and now
survives as St. Peter’s Hospital.
The Maldon District has a high concentration of military sites relating to the two World
Wars. On Osea Island a World War I naval base was established as a base for fast
torpedo boats with accommodation provided for around 700 naval personnel. Some
of the more significant structures survive including a massive concrete traverser pit.
The Stow Maries Airfield is an important surviving airfield site from the First World
War.
A large number of coastal defence installations survive from the early years of World
War II when a German invasion was thought to be imminent. Around 134 sites are
currently identified within the District including many pillboxes located along the
estuary. The existing small airfield at Bradwell was enlarged in 1941 and served as a
fighter base for the remainder of the war. To the east of Burnham on Crouch a World
War II Minefield Control Tower and pill box are protected as a Scheduled Monument.
The main function of these structures were too control the estuary minefield which
defended the River Crouch.

Fig. 10 Mine Control Tower at Burnham on Crouch

32

EB018

The Nuclear power industry is a dominant feature of the Maldon coast at Bradwell
with its nuclear power station operational from 1962 to 2002. The power industry will
continue in the Bradwell area with the recent approval of a wind farm to the west of
the village of Bradwell.

Fig. 11 View of Bradwell Power Station

3 Characterisation of the Resource
The characterisation analysis formed the initial stage of this project, with the
methodology based on the work carried out by CBA for the Thames Gateway Historic
Characterisation Project and the work undertaken for the Rochford and Chelmsford
Historic Environment Characterisation Projects by Essex County Council which
involved a number of distinct processes. These focussed on preparing three separate
strands of characterisation, one for each strand of the historic environment, namely:
Historic Landscape character, Archaeological character and Historic urban
character and then weaving these together into a single combined Historic
Environment Character. The detailed methodology and the results of the three
separate strands of the characterisation are presented later in this report and within
the GIS data, and the Historic Environment Character Areas presented within section
4 of this report.
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Although the characterisation of all the three strands drew on existing approaches,
e.g. Historic Landscape Characterisation and Landscape Character Assessment, in
terms of its scope, subjects and style, the characterisation work undertaken for this
and the previous projects is novel and challenging.
The Maldon Characterisation Project, following the methodology used for the
Rochford and Chelmsford Historic Environment Characterisation Reports which have
divided the Historic Environment Character Areas, which are divisions at a high
stragic level, down into Historic Environment Character zones. These form the core
of this report and are smaller zones which can be used at all stages of the planning
process, from the production of Local Development Frameworks, master plans,
through to the initial considerations of planning applications (see section 1.1).
The detailed methodology is outlined in Appendix 1. Historic Landscape Character
Areas (HELA) are detailed in Appendix 2, Historic Urban Character Areas (HUCA)
are detailed in Appendix 3 and Archaeological Character Areas (HACA) are
described in Appendix 4.

The Historic Environment Character Area (HECA)

methodology is given in Appendix 1 and the area descriptions are in section 3.1 of
this report. The sub division of these areas into Historic Environment Character
Zones (HECZ) which form the core of this study is presented in section 5.
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3.1

Historic Environment Character Area descriptions

Fig. 12 Historic Environment Character Areas

3.1.1 HECA 1 Blackwater Valley
Summary: This area comprises the Blackwater Valley south of Witham. The area is
notable for the presence of historic parkland at Braxted Park, a registered park and
garden, and the historic Langford Grove. Areas of ancient woodland survive in an
around Wickham Bishops. Geologically this area is very complex, comprising
brickearths, glaciofluvial sands and gravels, head deposits and alluvium.
Historic Landscape Character: An area of undulating landscape, comprising the
eastern slope of the Blackwater valley, dropping down into the floodplain to the north
of Maldon. The field pattern largely comprises pre-18th century fields (these are
probably of medieval origin and some maybe even older), mostly regular in plan. On
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a micro-scale there is a considerable degree of co-axiality in their layout, usually
relating directly to the immediate topography.

The river valleys are marked by

enclosed valley bottom pasture, the boundary between this pasture and the slightly
higher land traditionally used for arable is often very prominent and may include
lynchets. There are some areas of ancient woodland, primarily along the eastern
side of the area. There are also a number of parks of medieval origin; these include
Langford and Braxted Parks.

Historically the settlement is dispersed, comprising

church/hall complexes and other manorial sites, farms, occasional moated sites and
small hamlets. Post-1950s boundary loss can be described as moderate, however
the overall grain of the historic landscape is still clearly visible. There has also been
extensive modern mineral extraction to the south-west of Witham.
Archaeological Character: Cropmarks are identified on the valley sides with a
complex, probably multi-period, group to the south of Braxted Park. Other cropmarks
can be seen to form groups with those situated on the west bank of the Blackwater.
The potential for surviving below ground archaeological remains is high across the
area. The cropmarks indicate occupation from at least the Bronze Age, with several
ring ditches present which are interpreted as the remains of burial monuds of this
date. Environmental and waterlogged archaeological deposits are likely to exist
within the valley bottom within and beneath the alluvium.
The southern part of the area contains the surviving route of the branch line from
Witham to Maldon, part of which runs across the Trestle Bridge, a Scheduled
Monument.

3.1.2 HECA 2 Chelmer Valley
Summary: This area is comprises the the Chelmer valley west of the urban area of
Maldon. The area is notable for its widespread cropmarks visible in arable crops on
the valley sides and floor. This area also contains the important Chelmer and
Blackwater Navigation. Geologically this area is very complex, comprising
brickearths, glaciofluvial sands and gravels, head deposits and alluvium.
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Historic Landscape Character: An area of undulating landscape, comprising the
Chelmer Valley and the floodplain to the north of Maldon where the lower reaches of
the Chelmer and Blackwater rivers converge. The field pattern largely comprises pre18th century fields (these are probably of medieval origin and some maybe even
older), mostly regular in plan. On a micro-scale there is a considerable degree of coaxiality in their layout, usually relating directly to the immediate topography. The river
valleys are marked by enclosed valley bottom pasture, the boundary between this
pasture and the slightly higher land traditionally used for arable is often very
prominent and may include lynchets.

Historically the settlement is dispersed,

comprising church/hall complexes and other manorial sites, farms, occasional
moated sites and small hamlets. Post-1950s boundary loss can be described as
moderate, however the overall grain of the historic landscape is still clearly visible.
The Chelmer & Blackwater Navigation has an unbroken history from June 1793 when
an Act of Parliament was passed authorising the making and maintaining of a
navigable waterway. Many of the monuments associated with the Navigation still
survive and it forms a dominant feature in the base of the valley.
Archaeological Character: Cropmarks are abundant on the valley floor and sides.
These represent a variety of sites of multi-period date, particularly prehistoric and
Roman. There is evidence of occupation on the gravel terraces from the Neolithic
through to the present day. Excavations at Langford identified funerary monuments
from the Late Neolithic through to the Middle Bronze Age as well as settlement of
Iron Age date. Many of the enclosures identified within the cropmark complexes are
thought to be dated to the Iron Age. A large cropmark complex to the west of
Langford has been interpreted as a Roman settlement with associated temple. In
assessing these cropmarks to other excavated examples the material visible as
cropmarks is a relatively low percentage of the actual deposits present.

The

evidence would suggest that the whole of the gravel terrace of the Chelmer Valley
was densely occupied during the Prehistoric and Roman period.
The potential for surviving below ground archaeological remains is high across the
area.

Environmental and waterlogged archaeological deposits are likely to exist

within the valley bottom within and beneath the alluvium.
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Beeleigh close to Maldon is the site of a Premonstratensian Abbey founded in 1180,
substantial parts of which remain. Woodham Walter Hall exhibits an important
earthwork complex dating from the medieval period including a moat, house platform,
garden features and fishponds. In comparison to much of the rest of Essex however,
medieval moated sites are relatively rare.
This area also contains the middle section of the Blackwater and Chelmer Navigation
containing many monuments related to the running of the Navigation. It runs from
the Chelmsford border down to its junction with the river Blackwater at Beeleigh and
the Museum of Power, the former steam pumping station opened in 1929, at
Langford. The industrial history of the Navigation and the adjacent water industry is
an important part of the history of this area.

3.1.3 HECA 3 North of the Blackwater Estuary
Summary: Extending south from Tiptree Heath to the Blackwater estuary, this area
contains extensive cropmarks and identified archaeological sites on the gravel
terraces to the north of the river. In the north of the area, Tiptree Heath was
historically an important area of pasture and open woodland until the early 19th
century. The solid geology is London Clay the higher ground capped with drift
deposits of head, sands and gravels with river terrace gravels in the south East. Two
settlements are located within the area, Tollesbury and Heybridge Basin.
Historic Landscape Character:

A ridge of higher ground, sloping down to the

Blackwater estuary. Historically this area comprised Tiptree Heath, a huge area of
common rough pasture and wood-pasture shared between the neighbouring
parishes. Encroachment on this area began in a piecemeal fashion in the medieval
period, but extensive open tracts still remained until the early 19th century when it
was finally enclosed by the Enclosure Act. Some areas of the original heath and
wood-pasture survive, the latter appear as ancient woodland on the HLC and are
largely located on the top of the ridge; the Wickham Bishops area is particularly wellwooded. Historically settlement was very dispersed and sparse, comprising isolated
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church/hall complexes, manors, farms, cottages and small hamlets.

Post 1950’s

boundary loss can be characterised as moderate to high, in many cases involving the
removal of boundaries introduced in the early 19th century.
The south west of the area comprises lower lying gravel terraces, here there has
been extensive quarrying of the sands and gravels. In the south east of this area lies
a ridge of higher ground on the northern bank, occupied in the Saxon period it formed
a single large estate, the Tolls. The majority of the field pattern is rectilinear in form,
albeit within an irregular framework.

The fields in the southern portion of the area

were laid out on a roughly ladder-like system running down from the crest of the ridge
down to the marsh edge (HECA 8). In the post-medieval period it is known that this
area was sub-divided into long narrow farms, enabling access to the high ground, the
south-facing slopes and the marsh, and hence the widest range of landscape
resources. The pattern is different in the northern half of the area, where the fields,
which are still rectilinear, are grouped into distinct blocks, possibly representing
individual farm extents. These fields are definitely medieval in origin and given the
known history of the area it is possible that the basic framework was laid out in the
Saxon period. Post 1950’s boundary loss can be described as moderate to high,
rising to severe in a number of areas. There is a large golf course in the north-east
corner of the area which has significantly altered the original field pattern.
Historically the settlement pattern is dispersed, comprising isolated manors, farms,
moated sites and hamlets bordering small greens. The only nucleated settlement of
any size is at Tollesbury. The settlement history and development of Tollesbury are
intimately linked to its relationship to the coast and coastal marshes. The medieval
village was centred on the market place with the church and Hall located on its
southern side. The only other settlement is at Heybridge Basin which developed
initially as Colliers Creek serving the entrance way to the Chelmer and Blackwater
Navigation.

The small settlement was expanded in the 20th century with a new

estate on the edge of the intial settlement.
Archaeological Character: There are extensive areas of cropmarks which extend
from Heybridge in the west to Tollesbury in the east and as far north as Tolleshunt
D’Arcy. The sand and gravel terraces immediately north of the estuary contain a
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number of significant cropmark sites. Excavation prior to mineral extraction has
occurred in a number of areas and have demonstrated the importance of the area to
early settlers. A concentration of sites such as Lofts Farm, Chigborough Hall Farm,
Slough House Farm and Rook Hall to the east of Heybridge have been excavated,
with settlement being shown to begin in the Neolithic period and lasting, with some
shifts of emphasis, through to the Iron Age and beyond. Although settlement is
confirmed for these periods, finds, especially flintwork, of material relating to earlier
occupation has been found throughout the area. Occupation in the prehistoric period
comprised settlements, both enclosed and unenclosed, burial sites and agricultural
field systems. Cropmarks and chance finds indicate possible Roman sites on the
north bank of the Blackwater estuary with extensive rectilinear cropmark complexes
overlooking the river. An important middle Saxon iron working site is known from
excavations at Rook Hall and other Saxon occupation has been identified on several
sites in the area overlooking the river.

3.1.4 HECA 4 Maldon and Heybridge
Summary: This area comprises the modern urban extent of Maldon and Heybridge
excluding the historic cores of the two settlements. The founding of a Roman
settlement on the site of an earlier prehistoric settlement at Heybridge sited in the low
lying area at the head of the Blackwater estuary represents the earliest urban
development. Saxon occupation occurred both in the valley and on the high ground
overlooking the rivers. The position of Maldon at the head of the Blackwater estuary
resulted in expansion in the 18th century with maritime trade with London. The
industrial development around the Chelmer Blackwater Navigation forms an
important part of the historic development of Maldon.
Historic Urban Character : This area is focussed on the modern town area of
Maldon and Heybridge. At Heybridge the earliest occupation comprises a major Iron
Age and Roman settlement which is sited in the low-lying marshy area at the head of
the Blackwater estuary, now largely covered by the Elms Farm development. Early
Saxon occupation of a sporadic nature occurred both in the Blackwater estuary and
on the higher ground overlooking the two rivers.
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There was an economic revival in the 18th century largely due to the maritime trade
with London. This influx of wealth is illustrated by a large amount of new building
within the town with a gradual expansion from the medieval core. In addition, brick
facades and extensions were added to many of the older buildings to update them.
The increase in maritime trade in the 18th century led to the building of mills and
warehouses along the waterfronts and the Chelmer Blackwater Navigation at both
the Hythe and Fullbridge. Important industrial complexes such as the Bentalls
Ironworks developed in Heybridge. . The owner of Bentalls built a home along
Colchester Road known as The Towers and provided some workers housing in the
area. In the late 19th and early 20th centuries there was a gradual expansion of urban
development to the south of the medieval core, Further industrial development
occurred around the river and Navigation in the 20th century.
Maldon and Heybridge developed significantly in the second half of the 20th and early
part of the 21st century with large residential development on all sides of the town. A
small retail and business centre developed on the south western edge of the town.
Archaeological character: Evidence of Bronze Age settlement and an associated
cremation cemetery, including a ring-barrow and circular post-built structures have
been excavated at the Elms Farm site, Heybridge. The earliest occupation of the
Maldon hill-top appears to date to the Early Iron Age when there seems to have been
an extensive settlement on the crest of the hill, which was later enclosed by a
wooden palisade. In the Late Iron Age the hill-top appears to have been abandoned
and a new settlement established on the low-lying ground between Heybridge and
Maldon, focused on Elms Farm . Recent excavations at Elms Farm recovered
enclosures, round-houses, a possible temple and a quantity of imported pottery
including a large assembly of wine amphora.
Settlement on the low-land continued unbroken from the Late Iron Age into the
Roman period, and the settlement itself developed into a small town. The transition
from the Late Iron Age to the Roman period is characterised by the laying of metalled
roads and large expanses of gravelled surfaces between them. The roads provided
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the framework for the layout of the settlement and divided it into distinct zones of
activity. The cemetery appears to have been located to the east of the town.
The Roman settlement had a market function and a religious function. The evidence
from the site morphology suggests that the decline of the town took place in the third
and fourth centuries. There was still a settlement there in the late fourth or even
early fifth century, with the temple remaining more or less intact throughout.
The earliest evidence for the Saxons in Maldon is again from the low-lying area at the
head of the estuary in close proximity to those of latest Roman date. A number of
Saxon buildings, mainly of sunken-floor type have been excavated. In 916 King
Edward the Elder ordered a burh to be built at Maldon, as part of his campaign to
recover eastern England from Danish control (see HECA 5).
Maldon stayed within its medieval limits until the 18th century, although within the
existing built-up area there was considerable building work, both with the erection of
new buildings and the sub-division/conversion of older ones. The Reformation led to
changes in the town, including the closure of the Friary and St Giles Hospital.
Maldon’s was also the major market for a large rural hinterland. There was industrial
development, chiefly concentrated on the Fullbridge area.

3.1.5 HECA 5 Saxon and Medieval Town of Maldon
Summary: This area comprises the historic town of Maldon developing on the top of
the hill from the Saxon period through to the post-medieval period. A defensive Burh
was built at Maldon by Edward the Elder in the 10th century. The basic framework of
the medieval built-up area was established in the Saxon period. The medieval town
developed along the present High Street with archaeological work finding
considerable occupation in the rear plots behind the frontage buildings.
Historic Urban Character: This area is focussed on the historic town area of Maldon
from the Early Saxon period when occupation of a sporadic nature occurred on the
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higher ground overlooking the two rivers. In the late Saxon Period Edward the Elder
developed a Saxon Burh (defended enclosure) on the western side of the zone from
which the medieval town developed to the east.
Maldon was an important town in the medieval period, being one of only two
boroughs in Essex. It had a royal mint until at least 1100 and was a major port, as it
was easier for towns such as Chelmsford and Billericay to tranship goods to and from
London via Maldon rather than by the more direct overland route. The wealth
generated by Maldon’s trade is demonstrated by its three churches, All Saints, St
Peters and St Marys. In 1056 St Mary’s Church and parish was granted to St
Martins, London. St Peter’s parish was much the larger (1667 acres), whilst All Saints
was an island of 57 acres within St Peters. There were two manors in Maldon; Great
Maldon largely encompassed St Mary’s parish and Little Maldon consisted of St
Peter’s and All Saints’ parishes. The basic framework of the medieval built-up area
was established in the Saxon period.
The medieval town area can be sub-divided into four distinct elements. Firstly there
is the urban core which roughly approximated to All Saints’ parish, within this area
was the market-place, the moot hall, All Saints Church and the densest housing.
Secondly there was the straggle of properties along the High Street linking the
market-place and the Hythe. The boundary between St Peter’s and St Mary’s
parishes crosses and re-crosses the street so as to enclose small groups of house
plots alternately in either parish. As St Peter’s parish extent was established by
1244, the house-plots must pre-date this. Thirdly there was the settlement at the
Hythe, in the area between the Church of St Mary and the water. Finally there was
the group of houses at Fullbridge at the foot of Maldon Hill by the crossing of the
River Chelmer, where there were dwellings by 1185. The marshland between the
Chelmer and the Blackwater was embanked and a causeway built linking Fullbridge
at Maldon and High Bridge (Heybridge). The construction of this had taken place by
the twelfth or thirteenth century when the Old English place-name Tidwalditun was
replaced by the Middle English Heybridge.

Archaeological character:
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The earliest occupation of the Maldon hill-top appears to date to the Early Iron Age
when there seems to have been an extensive settlement on the crest of the hill,
which was later enclosed by a wooden palisade. In the Late Iron Age the hill-top
appears to have been abandoned and a new settlement established on the low-lying
ground between Heybridge and Maldon, focused on Elms Farm.
Recent excavations have shown early Saxon occupation being present on the high
ground above the river. Excavations in the Hythe area have uncovered quantities of
Saxon loom weights indicating occupation in the 5th and 6th centuries AD. In 916
King Edward the Elder ordered a burh to be built at Maldon, as part of his campaign
to recover eastern England from Danish control. Evidence of a large ditched
enclosure have been excavated in several places around the town. The Saxon town
developed around the east gate of the burh, along the main road that led from the
burh down to the Hythe. There was a small market-place, a church and at least two
main phases of late Saxon timber buildings on the south side of the High Street.
There may well have been a quay at the Hythe and the church of St Mary is of Saxon
origin. There was a royal mint in Maldon, one of only three in the county, from as
early as 925 AD.
The Domesday survey records Maldon at the beginning of the Conquest as being
second in importance only to Colchester in the county. The wealth of Maldon is
indicated by the presence of three parish churches within the urban area, In addition
to the churches there was also a friary in the town, a leper hospital and the Chapel of
St Helen.

3.1.6 HECA 6 Historic Heybridge and the Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation
Summary: This area follows the eastern end of the Chelmer and Blackwater
Navigation through the historic settlement of Heybridge to Heybridge Basin on the
east coast. The historic settlement of Heybridge lies in the centre of the area. This
area also largely contains the Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation conservation area.
A detailed industrial archaeological assessment has been undertaken on the
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Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation (Kemble and Gould 2001) which provides full
details of all the monuments related to the navigation.
Historic Urban Character: This area contains the conservation area of the Chelmer
and Blackwater Navigation through the settlement of Heybridge and out to Heybridge
Basin.

The built character of the zone is partly represented by the structures

associated with the Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation (Kemble and Gould 2001)
and also the settlements of Heybridge and Heybridge Basin. Within the zone there
are a number of warehouses surviving which can be linked to the Chelmer and
Blackwater Navigation, with the settlement at Heybridge Basin a creation of the
Navigation.

The historic settlement at Heybridge contains the church which dates

back to the 12th century, with alterations in the 15th century, forming the focus for
settlement in the late medieval and post medieval period although originating as a
Church/hall complex with Heybridge Hall. Heybridge Hall was an important building,
although unfortunately recently destroyed by fire. Important industrial complexes
such as the Benthalls Ironworks were located close to the Navigation and to the
historic settlement of Heybridge. Details of the historic environment of the settlement
and its historic environment can be found in the Settlement survey (O’Connor 2007).
Archaeological Character: Excavations to the east of the centre of Heybridge and
the area around Heybridge Hall have shown occupation back to the Bronze Age.
Recent work has shown a series of Bronze Age ring ditches, with later Iron Age
settlement evidence.
Evidence was also found for a large Anglo-Saxon burial ground in the same area.
The Chelmer & Blackwater Navigation has an unbroken history from June 1793 when
an Act of Parliament was passed authorising the making and maintaining of a
navigable waterway. This follows the river Chelmer part as canal and part as river.
Many of the separate elements such as locks, bridges, mills and lock houses survive
along the length of the navigation. These are all described in Kemble and Gould
(2001). Also surviving are the industrial buildings at Heybridge and Heybridge Basin
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3.1.7 HECA 7 Danbury Ridge
Summary: Danbury Ridge rises sharply from the Middle Chelmer Valley and land to
the south east, to form one of the highest points in Essex, at around 107 metres OD.
The surface geology is largely glaciofluvial sand and gravel over exposed London
clay. Woodland is an important feature of the area, much of the woodland is ancient
but some is of later date developed on former heath and common land. The
important medieval and post medieval earthwork complex at Woodham Walter Hall
lies on the eastern edge of the area.
Historic Landscape Character: This is a prominent hill in the west of the district.
Historically, the settlement was dispersed around several commons and greens, with
a small nucleation around the church in Danbury in Chelmsford District. The field
pattern is one of small and irregular enclosure, probably of ancient origin, many of
which survive within the zone. Areas of ancient woodland, and secondary woodland
survive throughout the area many of which developed on former commons.
Woodlands include Thrift wood and Hyde Wood both of which are shown on the first
edition OS with little alteration of the boundaries. The woodland has the potential to
preserve earthworks both associated with the woodland itself as well as earthworks
related to earlier occupation of the area.
Archaeological Character: Several cropmark complexes are visible on the lower
slopes of this area with chance finds indicating multi period occupation. Finds of
Neolithic and Bronze Age date have been made within the area indicate considerable
archaeological potential.
The woods and commons may preserve earthwork boundaries and other features of
medieval origin. In addition there are further undated earthworks within woodland on
the north and east facing slopes overlooking the Middle Chelmer Valley.
The historic settlement pattern comprises dispersed farmsteads and church/hall
complexes. The only present settlement within the area is the village of Woodham
Walter. The medieval and post medieval complex of Woodham Walter Hall lies within
this area forming the remains of the moated manor house of the Fitzwalters,
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demolished by William Fytch in the late 17th century. Extensive earthworks survive
which comprise the original manor house and its associated outbuildings and
gardens.

3.1.8 HECA 8 Blackwater Estuary
Summary: This area comprises the Blackwater Estuary including its associated
saltmarsh, present and former grazing marsh. The area particularly the intertidal zone
contains nationally important archaeological sites stretching back to the Neolithic.
Extensive surveys have been undertaken over the last two decades assessing the
eroding landscape in the inter-tidal zone which has shown occupation of multi-period
date. The area is particularly significant for the extent and variety of archaeological
remains reflecting the exploitation of coastal resources, it is also important for military
defences relating to the wars of the 20th century.
Historic Landscape Character: This area comprises the Blackwater Estuary with its
fringe of saltmarsh and extensive areas present and former grazing marsh along the
northern and southern banks and the two islands in the estuary. The geology largely
comprises tidal flat deposits largely overlying London Clay. There are extensive
views across the estuary and out to sea. In the present and former grazing marshes
the field boundaries are formed from drainage ditches, mainly without banks or
hedges, some following the sinuous course of the former creeks. The marshes were
largely reclaimed in the 18th century. The area of Old Hall marshes is the largest
surviving remnant in Essex and the fourth largest in the east of England of
unimproved grassland and coastal marsh. Within it are protected a number of
archaeological sites including red hills and duck decoy ponds. The area of Tollesbury
Wick marshes also contains a number of archaeological sites, probably associated
with the salt industry. Archaeological surveys have been undertaken for both
Tollesbury and Old Hall marshes. Areas of Managed sea wall re-alignment have
occurred within this area at Northey Island, Tollesbury and Orplands. Settlement is
confined to the two Islands, Osea and Northey consisting of a single group of
buildings on both islands. Northey Island is in the ownership of the National Trust.
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Archaeological character: During the Neolithic sea level was still considerably
lower than it is today but the sea was much closer to the present coast and in the
Blackwater estuary it seems that the present low water mark was roughly the position
of high water during the early Neolithic. Large areas of what is now the intertidal
zone were still dryland and some of the best evidence of early Neolithic settlement in
the East of England comes from the Blackwater estuary. A particularly large area of
preserved land-surface with associated settlement has been investigated at the
Stumble. Structural features, pits and large quantities of flintwork and pottery were
recorded. Pollen analysis of soil profiles here and at a similar site at Rolls Farm to
the east pointed to a wooded landscape of mixed lime oak and hazel woodland with
small clearings. A number of wooden structures are present at Rolls Farm, largely
concentrated in a single area, close to the current edge of the salt marsh. These
comprise wattle trackways and brushwood bundles. These date to the Bronze Age,
when the area would have been saltmarsh and would have been utilised to cross
very soft areas or small creeks. The marshes would have been bisected by
numerous small creeks and tidal channels and much of it may have been submerged
with each high tide.
Within the present and former grazing marsh, in the salt marsh and mudflats of
intertidal zone and on the islands the remains of Late Iron Age and Roman salt
working sites (red hills) are identified as burnt areas visible both from the ground and
the air. These form low mounds but where grazing marsh has been converted to
arable the mounds have been largely flattened. Other linear earthworks within the
fields are remnants of earlier sea walls.
Within the Estuary a number of very large Middle Saxon fish traps have been
identified which comprise a series of surviving timber posts, visible at very low tides.
The largest complex of traps, at Collins creek stretches for about 1km. Three of
these sites are now protected as Scheduled Monuments. A range of archaeological
sites dating to the post medieval period are located in this area including groups of
oyster pits, remains of wrecks and a series of hulks.
On Osea Island a World War I naval base was established as a site for fast torpedo
boats with accommodation provided for around 700 naval personnel. Some of the
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more significant structures survive including a massive concrete traverser pit. At the
mouth of the Blackwater Estuary, built into the sea defences are a series of Second
World War Pill boxes designed to protect the coast from invasion.
This HECA has a close and important relationship with the immediate adjacent
HECA’s 3, 4, 9 and 10. There is an inter-relationship of land use and exploitation of
the estuary with these other HECA’s.

3.1.9 HECA 9 The Dengie
Summary: The area comprises the Dengie peninsula, bordered by the Blackwater to
the north and the Crouch to the south, together with the area to the south of Maldon
town. It is generally low lying, with an open aspect and a gently undulating profile
rising to around 50 metres. The geology comprises London Clay with the occasional
claygate and head deposits. These soils are not conducive to cropmark formation.
Historic Landscape Character: The area is characterised by a distinctive co-axial
rectilinear field pattern that is of considerable antiquity, and may have its origins in
the middle Saxon period, if not before.

The field boundaries on the peninsula were

historically bordered by elm hedgerows, which were severely affected by Dutch Elm
disease, with the loss of standard trees the hedges are now dominated by elm scrub.
Historically, settlement was highly dispersed with isolated farms and moated sites.
There are a number of church/hall complexes such as those at Purleigh, North
Fambridge Snoreham, Mayland, Althorne and Steeple. In the middle of the twentieth
century there was small scale development at North Fambridge probably encouraged
due to it being the crossing point of the river. The settlement at Latchingdon was
different in character to all others in this area at the time of the first edition Ordnance
Survey with settlement comprising ribbon development along The Street and
Burnham Road.
Archaeological Character: The soil-type is not conducive to the formation of
cropmarks and only limited archaeological fieldwork has been undertaken in the
area, as a consequence the archaeological potential is currently uncertain. The site
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of the Battle of Maldon (991AD), a registered battlefield, lies within this area. The
Battle of Maldon took place on the shores of the River Blackwater where there was a
heroic stand by the Anglo-Saxons against the Viking invasion which ended in utter
defeat for Brithnoth. The battle's progress is related in a famous Anglo-Saxon poem,
only part of which survives. . The site of Purleigh Mount has been interpreted as the
remains of a Motte and Bailey Castle associated with the anarchy of 1135-53.
The remains of the branch line from Maldon to South Woodham Ferrers runs through
the western part of the area. A well preserved First World War airfield is located at
Stow Maries. The airfield developed from 1914 and continued in use until March
1919. Some twenty individual buildings or groups of buildings survive on the airfield.

3.1.10 HECA 10 Southminster to Bradwell
Summary: The Southminster-Tillingham ridge is located near the eastern end of the
Dengie peninsula. It is largely comprised of a low ridge of river terrace gravels
overlying London Clay. These gravels relate to the former pre-Anglian glaciation
course of the River Medway and contain important Pleistocene remains. The ridge
reaches a maximum elevation of around 37 metres OD at St. Lawrence and has
extensive views out across the marshes to the North Sea.
Historic Landscape Character: A low ridge of gravels, bordered by marshes to the
east and the London Clays of the remainder of the Dengie Peninsula to the west.
The field system comprises a distinctive co-axial rectilinear field pattern of
considerable antiquity, and may have their origins in the middle Saxon period, if not
before. The historic settlement pattern comprises dispersed settlement along the
roads on the top of the ridge.

Settlements developed at Southminster, Asheldham,

Tillingham and Bradwell all of which have Historic settlement assessments which
provide in depth historic environment information for each settlement and associated
parish. Three conservation areas lie within this HECA. Throughout area 10 there are
dispersed farmsteads and Halls many of which have their origins inn the medieval or
early post medieval period. The settlement on the gravel ridge would have had a
close relationship with the reclaimed marsh and marshland to the east with this
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providing the main sheep grazing area. The former Bradwell-on-Sea airfield lies in
the northern part of the area and the Bradwell Nuclear Power-station is a dominant
landscape and visual feature at the north-eastern corner of the peninsula. Some
quarrying has occurred in areas around Tillingham and Southminster.
Archaeological Character: The gravel ridge has attracted settlement since earliest
times, and finds of Neolithic, Bronze age and Iron Age, material are known from
quarrying and other ground disturbance.

The river terrace gravels have been

identified as likely to contain important Palaeolithic deposits similar in nature to those
known to exist in the Clacton area. Widespread mineral extraction has however
occurred on the ridge with no previous archaeological intervention and this situation
needs to be remedied. There is an important concentration of cropmarks following
the line of the ridge, the only such examples within the Dengie peninsula. These
probably represent a range of site types of multi-period date. There are a number of
Scheduled Monuments, including the Iron Age Asheldham Camp, earthworks near
Southminster and a cropmark site north of Southminster. The historic settlements of
Southminster, Tillingham and Bradwell-on-Sea are located on the ridge and fieldwork
has demonstrated the survival of archaeological deposits in these villages.
Southminster has been locally important since at least the late Saxon period.
Historic Settlement Assessments have been undertaken for Southminster, Tillingham
and Bradwell-on-Sea. The nationally important site of St Peters Chapel at Bradwell
and the earlier Roman Saxon Shore fort beneath and around it lie in the north
eastern corner of the area.

3.1.11 HECA 11 Dengie Marshes

Summary: An extensive area of present and former salt and grazing marsh. The
geology comprises tidal flat deposits overlaying London Clay. The landscape is very
flat, in places bisected by old creek tributaries, with wide, open views to the North
Sea and eastwards to the North Sea. During the Roman period the area was
important for salt production. In the medieval and post medieval period the marshes
were a valuable resource, providing pasture for sheep, salt making sites, fisheries
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and hunting grounds related to the settlements on the gravel ridge above the
marshes. Finally during the Second World War defences were built into the sea wall
to protect the area from German invasion.

Historic Landscape Character: An extensive area of present and former marshland
with wide views to the east to the North Sea and south across the Crouch estuary.
The field boundaries are large drainage ditches, some following the sinuous course
of the former creeks.

In the medieval and post medieval period the marshes were a

valuable resource, providing pasture for sheep, salt making sites, fisheries and
hunting grounds. Wool was a particularly valuable resource and the ability to export it
would have meant busy trading in the adjacent areas. In the later Saxon/early
Medieval period marshes were often unenclosed but had become extremely valuable
for sheep pasturage. As sea levels rose and pasture proved too valuable to loose the
coast saw increasing levels of embankment and, during succeeding centuries,
increasing control over the maintenance of sea walls. Records show that
considerable reclamation took place before 1500.

Further land was reclaimed

throughout the late medieval and post medieval period frequently undertaken as a
series of piecemeal episodes by individual landowners. There was a close
relationship between the settlements and farmsteads in areas 10 and the
marshland/reclaimed land as this formed an essential part of the agricultural grazing
of the area. This area is partially covered by the Tillingham and Bradwell Historic
Settlement assessment report.
Archaeological Character: A distinctive unit of rectilinear and curvilinear drained
reclaimed marshland bordered by the Crouch estuary to the south, and North Sea to
the east. Stretches of the former sea wall survive as earthworks on the reclaimed
marsh. Within the reclaimed marshland the remains of Late Iron Age and Roman
salt working sites (Red Hills) are identified as burnt areas visible both from the
ground and the air.

Exploitation of the wildfowl increased in the post-medieval

period with the construction and use of duck decoy ponds to catch wildfowl. These
were constructed as a pond or pool with arms covered with nets into which wild birds,
are lured and then caught. The early examples of duck decoys mainly have square
central ponds with up to 6 pipes and are thought to date to the later 17th century.
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During the Second World War a series of pill boxes were built into the sea wall as
part of the defence against German invasion.

Two of the defences, a Minefield

Control Tower and a Pill box on the southern edge of the area are protected as
Scheduled monuments.

3.1.12 HECA 12 Crouch Marshes

Summary: An area of present and former marshland and extending into the centre of
the Crouch estuary. The surface geology is entirely comprised of estuarine alluvium.
The landscape is very flat, in places bisected by old creek tributaries, with wide, open
views across the Crouch and eastwards down the estuary. The area extends out to
the centre of the Crouch estuary. The archaeological deposits surviving largely
comprise early sea walls and counter walls on the present land area whilst the intertidal area contain buried land-surfaces of prehistoric date.

Historic Landscape Character: An area of present and former marshland with wide
views to the east and across the estuary to the rising ground to the south. Much of
this area is managed by the Essex Wildlife Trust as grazing marsh.

The field

boundaries are large drainage ditches, some following the sinuous course of the
former creeks.

In the medieval and post medieval period the marshes were a

valuable resource, providing pasture for sheep, salt making sites, fisheries and
hunting grounds. In the later Saxon/early Medieval period marshes were often
unenclosed but had become extremely valuable for sheep pasturage. As sea levels
rose and pasture proved too valuable to loose the coast saw increasing levels of
embankment and, during succeeding centuries, increasing control over the
maintenance of sea walls. Bridgemarsh Island had also been reclaimed by the 18th
century, and was subdivided into fields. The sea wall is now breached and most of
the land either eroded away or reverted to marsh.
Archaeological Character: A distinctive unit of rectilinear and curvilinear drained
reclaimed marshland bordered by the river to the south. Extensive research has been
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undertaken in the intertidal area of the Crouch Estuary as part of the Hullbridge
Survey, with the remains of a prehistoric land surface with associated wooden
structures and preserved trees being identified along with prehistoric worked flint and
tools. Within the reclaimed marshland the remains of Late Iron Age and Roman salt
working sites (red hills) are identified as burnt areas visible both from the ground and
the air.

Stretches of various former sea walls and counter walls survive as

earthworks on the reclaimed marsh and there are lines of oyster pits with
interconnecting channels and banks. Detailed survey work has been undertaken at
Blue House and Morris farm.

3.1.13 HECA 13 Burnham-on-Crouch
Summary: This area comprises the modern urban extent of Burnham-on-Crouch.
The town appears to have had its origins as a church/hall complex on the higher
ground to the north of the present town. In the medieval period the focus of
settlement moved to the river edge and a small port town developed (see HECA 14).
There is also evidence for prehistoric, Roman and Saxon settlement in the immediate
area. Buried archaeological deposits are known to survive in and around the town.
Historic Urban Character : This area is focussed on the modern town of Burnhamon-Crouch. There is evidence for Late Iron Age and Roman activity in the area and
some suggestion that there may also have been Saxon activity. By the end of the
Late Saxon period there was a small manorial settlement, possibly focussed on the
church/Hall complex to the north of the present town.
The town developed slowly northwards with the erection of Victorian terrace housing.
By the beginning of the 20th century the emphasis of the port had changed to
pleasure craft, and the Royal Corinthian Yacht Club, a notable Art Deco building, was
erected in 1931. The town further expanded in the late 20th century with the
construction of housing estates, on the northern edge of the existing town and to the
north of the church/hall complex at Stoneyhills, an area of former plotland
development.
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Archaeological character: Prehistoric activity in the vicinity of the town is indicated
by several Iron Age burials to the west, and cropmark enclosures (presumed to be
prehistoric or Roman) to the north and east. A first-century Roman farmstead was
excavated at the Springfield Industrial Estate to the north-west of the historic town by
the Passmore Edwards Museum in the 1970’s. A possible Saxon loom-weight has
been found between the church and the town, suggesting domestic Saxon activity in
the vicinity.
The Domesday Book records a small manorial village at Burnham. The church and
the adjacent hall may be relicts of an earlier village nucleus, either Saxon or early
medieval in origin. They occupy a position comparable to that of other villages in the
Dengie peninsula in that they are sited inland from the coast on the higher drier
ground.
In the nineteenth century the town began to expand beyond the historic core close to
the coast with the building of Chapel Road, Ship Road and Granville Terrace, all of
which run at right-angles to the Quay and High Street.
The post-medieval and early modern economy for Burnham-on-Crouch was based
on the fishing trade, especially oysters, and on ancillary services including boatbuilding and coopering. The Mildmay Iron Works was the second biggest employer in
the town.

3.1.14 HECA 14

Historic Centre of Burnham-on-Crouch

Summary: This area comprises the historic core of Burnham-on-Crouch. The town
had its origins as a church/hall complex on the higher ground to the north of the
present town. In the medieval period the focus of settlement moved to the river edge
and a small port town developed.

Buried archaeological deposits are known to

survive in the historic core.
Historic Urban Character: In the 13th century the settlement focus moved from the
church/hall complex to the High Street and quay area where a small port, largely
55

EB018
based on the fishing industry and maritime trade with London, developed. The
medieval street-pattern consisted of one street, the High Street, set tangentially to
the waterfront and the Quay. A market-charter was granted in 1253 to the Fitzwalter
family, who owned the manor and it is probable that this is the approximate
foundation date of the present town. Burnham appears to have been planted to take
advantage of the estuary, both for trade and more importantly for fishing. The fishery
rights to the River Crouch belonged to the Manor of Burnham under a grant made by
the crown before 1272. The landowners in turn granted licenses to their tenants to
dredge and fish. The reeve’s accounts for 1390-1 (of the Manor of Burnham) deal
with the rents from fish-weirs and oyster layings. The majority of the Listed Buildings
are timber-framed and weather-boarded in construction, with most of the remainder
being of red brick. Some of the medieval tenement plots remain.
In the eighteenth century domestic dwellings were built at the end of the tenement
plots to the south of High Street, facing on to the Quay. Judging by the number of
late eighteenth/early nineteenth century cottages erected on the High Street, it would
appear that considerable urban renewal took place at that period. In the nineteenth
century the town began to expand northwards with the building of Chapel Road, Ship
Road and Granville Terrace, all of which run at right-angles to the Quay and High
Street.
Archaeological character: Burnham is the only surviving medieval settlement in the
Dengie to be sited directly on the water’s edge. Only a single piece of archaeological
work has been undertaken in the town comprising trenches behind the waterfront
which found a significant post medieval build up layer with the original natural
foreshore also identified. The natural foreshore contained a series of stakes probably
for the tying up of vessels.
The post-medieval and early modern economy for Burnham-on-Crouch was based
on the fishing trade, especially oysters, and on ancillary services including boatbuilding and coopering. It is expected that there would have been structures on the
Quay linked to this trade such as oyster holding pits, fish-processing sheds as well as
rope-and sail-making, coopers and boat-builders. The Mildmay Iron Works was the
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second biggest employer in the town. The boat-building trade is now based on
recreational craft rather than fishing boats.

4 Creation of Historic Environment Character Zones
4.1 General Background
This section of the report is designed to look at the Historic Environment in more
detail than that appropriate for the larger HECA’s. This is achieved by dividing the
Historic Environment Character Areas into smaller Historic Environment Character
Zones of a size more suitable for strategic planning within Maldon District.

4.2 Methodology
Through a combination of analysing the main datasets such as historic mapping,
ancient woodland, Historic Environment Record data, and secondary sources, it was
possible to develop a series of character zones within the Historic Environment
Character Areas. These zones were digitised and descriptions for each have been
prepared.
The descriptions draw on a range of sources and attempt to reflect, simply, clearly
and briefly the reasoning behind the definition of each zone and, where possible,
relate that zone to its wider historic context. The descriptions seek to highlight the
key characteristics in an area and identify any particularly significant aspects of the
zones historic environment. Preparation of the descriptions of the zones clarified
their nature and their boundaries, so that an iterative process between descriptions
and boundary definition resulted in the creation of robust Historic Environment
Character Zones.
For each character zone the description comprises an overall summary, a summary
of the archaeological character, and either a summary of the historic landscape
character or historic urban character as appropriate. A number of particular issues
are highlighted relating to the conservation management and understanding of the
historic environment in the zones.
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4.3 The scoring of the Historic Environment Character Zones
Each character zone has been scored on a range of criteria for which separate
scores are retained within the GIS metadata. The following system is based on
scoring developed for the English Heritage Monuments Protection Programme
(MPP); modified to consider broad zones rather than particular monuments. This
method of scoring is intended as a simple means of engaging with issues of
sensitivity, value and importance. It is not designed to be definitive and is likely to be
subject to change as new information becomes available and understanding
develops.
Seven criteria have been used:
•

Diversity of historic environment assets

•

Survival

•

Documentation

•

Group Value Association

•

Potential

•

Sensitivity to change

•

Amenity Value

Each of the criteria have been scored for each of the zones with a
rating of 1, 2, or 3 with 1 as the lowest and 3 as the highest.

Where in a few

instances a score of 1/2 or 2/3 is given in the text the lower score is shown on the
metadata.

4.3.1 Diversity of historic environment assets
This indicates the range of Historic Environment Assets within the zone which may
be chronologically diverse. For example a zone with multi-period settlement sites or
a zone with a range of assets, such as church, village, farmstead, field systems of
the same date would both score highly, whilst a zone containing a limited range of
historic environment assets would score low.
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1 = Very few known assets or many assets of a limited range of categories.
2=

Contains a range of assets of different date and character

3=

Contains a wide range of assets both in date and character

4.3.2 Survival
This relates to the state of completeness of the range of historic environment assets
within the character zone. The zone may be relatively well preserved or it may have
been disturbed by hostile land-use/development and/or erosion. Even where such
factors have adversely affected assets within a zone there may be potential for well
preserved but deeply buried deposits.
1 = Zone extensively disturbed by for instance quarrying or development. Likelihood
is that whilst many of the assets have been disturbed or destroyed there is the
potential for survival in some areas or of some types of assets.
2 = Zone has little disturbance but there are few known assets, or there are many
known assets but there has been some adverse effects from, for instance,
development or quarrying.
3 = Zone contains known assets which are well preserved.
4.3.3 Documentation
The level of documentation for a zone reflects the extent of investigations that have
taken place. Such work includes; excavation, field survey/recording, historical
documentation, research project work (this includes for example the National
Mapping Programme, coastal zone survey etc).
1 = Little or no documentation.
2 = A range of documentation containing elements of the above
3 = A wide range of documentation.
4.3.4 Group Value Association
Two forms of association are considered, either historic environment assets of a
similar nature or historic environment assets of a similar date. For example a zone
with red hills all of the same date or a zone with multi period historic environment
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assets associated with coastal exploitation would both score highly, whilst a zone
with a wide range of diverse assets, which are not associated, would score low.
1 = Contains few historic environment assets of a similar date or nature.
2 = Contains a limited range of historic environment assets which are related or of a
similar date.
3 = Contains a range of historic environment assets which are related such as moats
with well preserved field systems of medieval origin or salt working sites of different
dates.
4.3.5 Potential
The potential is assessed with reference to the expected average circumstances
within the zone. The score considers the nature of the historic environment assets
based on current evidence and indicates the likelihood of further assets being
present.
1 = The potential for surviving historic environment assets within the zone has been
significantly reduced by for instance quarrying or development.
2 = There are limited known historic environment assets however the landscape has
not been significantly disturbed and current lack of knowledge is probably the result
of lack of investigation rather than poor preservation.
3 = Current evidence and little disturbance indicates that a range of high quality
assets probably survive within the zone.

4.3.6 Sensitivity to Change
Each Historic Environment Zone is assessed with regard to the sensitivity of the area
to medium to large scale development, specifically housing expansion. The score is
an indication of the vulnerability of the historic environment assets within the zone to
this type of change.

A lack of sensitivity to change should not be taken as an

indication that no historic environment mitigation would be required to accommodate

60

EB018
development.

It would be possible to consider sensitivity to other types of change

e.g. flood risk management.
1 = The historic environment of the zone could accommodate medium to large scale
development, however specific historic environment assets may suffer adverse
effects.
2 = Medium to large scale development is likely to have a considerable impact on
the historic environment character of the zone.
3 =

The zones historic environment is highly sensitive to medium to large scale

development.
4.3.7 Amenity Value
Relates to the actual and/or potential amenity value of the historic environment zone
and this is indicated in the description box. If there are specific elements which would
warrant enhancement these are also indicated in the description box. The score may
relate to uniqueness, historical associations, key landmarks, good access, and
interest for visitors and educational value etc.
1 = Historic environment does not lend itself to display or visitor attraction. Current
knowledge gives limited potential for the historic environment to play a significant role
in creating a definable and promotable identity to the zone.
2 = Historic environment does, or could help define a sense of place of the zone.
There may be specific elements which are or could be promoted such as woodlands,
castles etc.
3 = The historic environment plays, or could play a key role in the zones sense of
place for the local people and visitors. The zone contains assets which, are or could
be, promoted for the benefit of local people or visitors.
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5 Maldon Historic Environment Characterisation Zones

Fig. 13 Historic Environment Character Zones
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HECA 1 Blackwater Valley

Fig. 14 HECA 1 Blackwater Valley
HECZ 1.1: Northern Blackwater Valley

Summary:

This zone comprises the north-west facing slope of the Blackwater

valley. The geology comprises London Clay, overlain with head deposits and sand
and gravels. The zone contains some cropmark complexes indicative of utilisation
from the Bronze Age through to the medieval period.

The settlement pattern

comprises dispersed farms and church/hall complexes. A dominant landscape
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feature in the centre of the zone is the registered park and garden of Braxted Park
which originally developed from a medieval deer park.
Historic Landscape Character: This zone contains both the valley bottom and the
valley slope on the south east side of the river Blackwater. In the base of the valley
there are surviving elements of meadow pasture with the fieldscape on the valley
slope largely comprising pre-18th century fields, mostly regular in plan. Some of the
meadow pasture has been ploughed although elements still survive as secondary
woodland. The character of the centre of the zone is dominated by the registered
Park and Garden of Braxted Park. The park originated in the thirteenth century as a
medieval deer park probably with several fish ponds. The gardens at Braxted Park
developed from the seventeenth century with a major rebuild of the house in the mid
18th century.

Records indicate that parts of the original village of Braxted were

removed from around the church when it was included within the parkland.

A

significant amount of ancient woodland survives within the park and has the potential
to protect earthworks.
Archaeological Character: The archaeological evidence indicates that the zone was
extensively occupied from the Bronze Age through to the modern day. The river
valley has the potential to contain alluvial deposits in the valley bottom.

The

cropmark complexes on the valley slopes indicate occupation from the Prehistoric
period through to the medieval period. A large complex south of Braxted park contain
probable Bronze Age ring ditches, Iron Age enclosures and a Roman field system,
possibly with buildings. Several Roman tile and pottery kilns are recorded within the
park and evidence of Roman foundations have also been recorded.

The park itself

originated as a deer park in the thirteenth century developing later into the park and
garden now registered.

It is recorded that in 1832 the original medieval village

around the church was removed when the park was extended. A single moated hall
is located at Little Braxted.
•

Diversity of
historic Range of historic park and garden 3
environment assets
features, historic woodland, archaeological
features,

cropmarks
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structures
•

Survival

Potential for good survival.

3

•

Documentation

HER data, NMP data,

2

•

Group Value Association

Garden

and

landscape

features 3

associated with the park, cropmarks
•

Potential

High potential for surviving deposits.

3

•

Sensitivity to change

Landscape and archaeological deposits 2
sensitive to change.

•

Amenity Value

Potential for promoting the history of the 2
Blackwater valley and Great Braxted Park.

HECZ 1.2: Wickham Bishops
Summary: The geology of the zone is composed of London Clay, with small pockets
of sand and gravel scattered along it. The Zone is centred on the ancient woodland
surrounding Wickham Bishops on a ridge above the Blackwater Valley.

Little

change has occurred to the woodland over the last 150 years and it has the potential
to preserve earthworks and other archaeological deposits. Within the zone lies the
site of Langford Grove and its associated parkland.
Historic Landscape Character: A ridge of higher ground, sloping down to the
Blackwater estuary. The backbone of the ridge is composed of London Clay, with
small pockets of sand and gravel scattered along it. There are larger expanses of
sand and gravel along the sides of the ridge, as well as areas of Boulder Clay and
head deposits. The fieldscape largely comprises pre-18th century fields which are
probably of medieval origin and some maybe even older, mostly regular in plan.
This zone contains a large amount of ancient woodland with little change from the
first edition OS of c.1880 to today’s extent.

The historic settlement pattern was

dispersed farmsteads with a very small community at Wickham Bishops. In the
southern part of the zone lies the site of Langford Grove and Park which still retains
elements of late 18th and early 19th century landscaping. A number of pollarded oak
trees survive as a reminder of the parkland scene.

The lakes and associated

features such as the temple and bridge survive well, along with a pavilion and part of
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a ha ha. The modern settlement of Wickham Bishops largely dates to the 20th
century.
Archaeological Character: Cropmarks are present to the south of Wickham
Bishops, some of which can be interpreted as the remains of probable Iron Age
enclosures.

Elements of late 18th and early 19th century landscaping survive at

Langford Park, although the main house, Langford Grove, was demolished in the
1950’s. This house was originally constructed in 1782 as a grand 5 bay building of
white brick. Apart from the development of Wickham Bishops there has been little
opportunity to undertake archaeological surveys or excavations within this zone
which limits our knowledge. The amount of ancient woodland however, is likely to
preserve archaeological earthworks and other deposits.
An assessment of the Historic Environment of Langford and its parish has been
undertaken which includes detailed information on the historic settlement, buildings
and landscape of the parish. This covers parts of this zone and zones 1.3, 2.1, 2.2
and 2.3.
•

Diversity of
historic Range of historic landscape features, and 3
environment assets
cropmarks.

•

Survival

Potential for good survival both in woodland 2
and in open areas.

•

Documentation

HER data, NMP data

2

•

Group Value Association

Ancient woodland

2

•

Potential

Potential for surviving deposits.

2

•

Sensitivity to change

Landscape

and

archaeological

deposits 2

sensitive to change.
•

Amenity Value

Potential

for

promoting

the

history

of 2

Langford Park and the quality of the ancient
woodland.
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HECZ 1.3: Blackwater Valley
Summary: This zone comprises the west facing slope of the Blackwater valley. The
geology comprises London Clay, overlain with head deposits and sand and gravels.
The zone contains some cropmark features indicative of utilisation from the Bronze
Age.

The settlement pattern comprises dispersed settlement of church/hall

complexes and farm complexes. A dominant feature is the Witham to Maldon branch
Line which bisects the centre of the zone.
Historic Landscape Character: This zone contains both the valley bottom and the
valley slope on the east side of the river Blackwater. In the base of the valley there
are surviving elements of meadow pasture with the fieldscape on the valley slope
largely comprising pre-18th century fields, mostly regular in plan. Parts of the
meadow pasture are protected as they have been incorporated into a golf course
although much of the remainder has been ploughed. The historic settlement pattern
comprises dispersed settlement of church/hall and farm complexes. One important
building complex is at Wickham Place, which includes Wickham Mill, and the moated
site of Wickham Hall and can be dated back to the medieval period. The zone is cut
through from the north-west to the south-east by the disused Witham to Maldon
branch line.
Archaeological Character: Cropmarks are present in the valley, some of which
have been interpreted as the remains of ploughed out Bronze Age burial remains.
Many of the linear features identified from cropmarks relate to earlier field systems.
The moated enclosure at Wickham Hall is likely to date back to the thirteenth century
and would have originated as a Church Hall complex with the now redundant parish
church of St Peters.

This church originally dated to the 11th century. The largest

archaeological feature is the disused railway line bisecting the zone from north-west
to the south-east. At the northern end of the zone the timber trestle railway bridge at
Wickham Place is protected as a scheduled monument. An industrial survey is at
present being undertaken to identify the surviving historic environment assets related
to the railway.
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An assessment of the Historic Environment of Langford and its parish has been
undertaken which includes detailed information on the historic settlement, buildings
and landscape of the parish. This covers parts of this zone and zones 1.2, 2.1 and
2.2.
•

Diversity of
historic Range of historic landscape
environment assets
archaeological features, and

features, 3
standing

structures
•

Survival

Potential for good survival.

2

•

Documentation

HER data, NMP data, railway branch line 2
survey

•

Group Value Association

Cropmarks and Railway features

2

•

Potential

High potential for surviving deposits.

3

•

Sensitivity to change

Landscape

and

archaeological

deposits 2

sensitive to change.
•

Amenity Value

Potential for promoting the history of the 2
branch line and the Blackwater valley in
association with other zones.
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HECA 2

Chelmer Valley

Fig. 15 HECA 2 Chelmer Valley
HECZ 2.1: Land on the Northern side of the Chelmer Valley
Summary: This zone comprises the south facing slope of the Chelmer valley. The
geology comprises London Clay, overlain with head deposits and sand and gravels.
Archaeological deposits are identified throughout the zone by the presence of
extensive cropmark complexes indicating multi-period occupation.

The historic

settlement of Langford and the halls of Ulting and Langford are located within the
zone.
Historic Landscape Character: This zone is situated on the valley slope on the
northern side of the river Chelmer.

The fieldscape largely comprises pre-18th

century fields probably of medieval origin, some maybe older, mostly are regular in
plan. There is a considerable degree of co-axiality in the field layout, usually relating
directly to the immediate topography.

The historic settlement pattern comprises
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dispersed farmsteads located on the valley slope of the Chelmer along with the
historic settlement at Langford.
Archaeological Character:

The zone is characterised by extensive cropmark

complexes identified on the valley side above the River Chelmer. There is evidence
of occupation on the gravel terraces from the Neolithic through to the present day.
The cropmarks consist of a range of enclosures, settlement evidence, ring ditches
and linear features probably largely of prehistoric and Roman origin. Excavations at
Langford identified funerary monuments from the Late Neolithic through to the Middle
Bronze Age as well as settlement of Iron Age date. Many of the enclosures identified
within the cropmark complexes are thought to be dated to the Iron Age. A large
cropmark complex to the west of Langford has been interpreted as a Roman
settlement with an associated temple.

In comparing these cropmarks to other

excavated examples the visible evidence is likely to be a relatively low percentage of
the actual deposits present,it is probable that much of the gravel terrace of the
Chelmer Valley was densely occupied during the Prehistoric and Roman period.
An assessment of the Historic Environment of Langford and its parish has been
undertaken which includes detailed information on the historic settlement, buildings
and landscape of the parish. This covers parts of this zone and zones 1.2, 1.3 and
2.2.
•

of
historic
Diversity of
historic Range
environment assets
archaeological features

•

Survival

Potential for good survival.

3

•

Documentation

HER data, NMP data, excavation data

3

•

Group Value Association

Landscape features, cropmarks, buildings

3

•

Potential

High potential for surviving deposits.

3

•

Sensitivity to change

Landscape

and

landscape

archaeological

and 3

deposits 3

highly sensitive to change.
•

Amenity Value

Potential for promoting the importance of the 2
historic environment within the Chelmer
valley
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HECZ 2.2 Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation
Summary: This zone follows the line of the Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation from
the edge of Maldon District to the edge of the urban area of Maldon town and
includes the flood plain on either side of the river. This zone largely follows the line
of the Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation conservation area with the various
elements of the navigation forming an important historic environment resource. The
course of the river was also important for the positioning of water mills of which three
lie within the zone. Some of the original meadow pasture survives. There is a high
potential of surviving archaeological deposits in the flood plain area.
Historic Landscape Character: This zone is characterised by the flood plain of the
river Chelmer and is contained within the conservation area of the Chelmer and
Blackwater Navigation. Elements of the enclosed meadow pasture survive along the
sides of the river Chelmer although a considerable amount has been turned into
arable production.

The boundary between these areas of traditional pasture is

defined by clear boundaries often including lynchetts. Even where converted to
arable remains of these boundaries often survive offering the possibility of relatively
easy restoration.

The settlement pattern within the zone comprises dispersed

farmsteads and mills. The built character of the zone is dominated by the structures
associated with the Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation (Kemble and Gould 2001).
The church at Ulting lies within the zone.
Archaeological Character: The flood plains themselves have a high potential for
preserving archaeological peat deposits and other highly sensitive environmental
deposits which contain information regarding past environments and land use.
Cropmark complexes have been identified throughout the zone, including a number
of Ring ditches, which are frequently interpreted as remains of burial sites, are
especially prevalent within this zone. Also within the zone lies Beeleigh Abbey
founded in c. 1180 by Robert Mantell for Premonstratensian canons. Excavations
have taken place between 2001 and 2005 uncovering the history of this important
site from its medieval origins. Parts of the east and south range of the cloister
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survive, now in use as a house. There are three mills shown on the first edition
Ordnance Survey maps.
The Chelmer & Blackwater Navigation has an unbroken history from June 1793 when
an Act of Parliament was passed authorising the making and maintaining of a
navigable waterway and forms the dominant feature within this zone. This follows the
river Chelmer part as canal and part as river. Many of the separate elements such as
locks, bridges, mills and lock houses survive along the length of the navigation.
These are all described in Kemble and Gould (2001). Also surviving are the water
works industry complex and associated buildings at Langford Mill.
A detailed assessment of the Historic Environment of Langford and its parish has
been undertaken which includes further information on the historic settlement,
buildings and landscape of the parish. This covers parts of this zone and zones 1.2,
2.1 and 2.3.

An industrial archaeological assessment report has been undertaken

on the Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation (Kemble and Gould 2001) which provides
full details of all the monuments related to the navigation.

•

Diversity of
historic Many elements of the Navigation survive. 3
environment assets
Meadow pasture survives in places
undamaged. This area is known to contain
peat

and

other

Palaeo-environmental

deposits. Extensive cropmarks
•

Survival

Navigation still in use, many elements 3
survive. Palaeo-environmental deposits will
be present.

Wood and other botanical

material may be preserved by waterlogged
conditions. Cropmarks indicate extensive
depsoits
•

Documentation

Detailed

archaeological

report

on

the 3

Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation and
conservation area plans, NMP, HER data
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•

Group Value Association

Historic Environment assets related to the 3
Chelmer Blackwater Navigation and historic
land-use of the river and its meadows,
cropmarks, especially ring ditches

•

High

Potential

potential

of

surviving

palaeo- 3

environmental deposits and other buried
archaeological remains.
•

Sensitivity to change

Highly

sensitive

to

change,

especially 3

development on the flood plain areas
•

Amenity Value

The history of the Chelmer Blackwater 3
Navigation is already quite well understood
but there is a lot of potential for further and
fuller

promotion

of

this

zone.

The

excavations at Beeleigh Mill also provide a
promotable resource.

HECZ 2.3 Southern side of the Chelmer Valley

Summary:

This zone comprises the north facing slope of the Chelmer valley.

Archaeological deposits are identified throughout the zone by the presence of
cropmark complexes. The cropmark complex at Woodham Walter is a scheduled
Late Iron Age settlement with later Roman occupation.
Historic Landscape Character: This zone is situated on the valley slope on the
southern side of the river Chelmer.

The fieldscape largely comprises pre-18th

century fields (these are probably of medieval origin and some maybe even older),
mostly regular in plan. On a micro-scale there is a considerable degree of co-axiality
in their layout, usually relating directly to the immediate topography. The historic
settlement pattern comprises dispersed farmsteads located on the valley slope of the
Chelmer.
Archaeological Character: The zone is characterised by cropmarks identified on
the valley side above the Chelmer indicative of multi-period occupation.
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cropmarks consist of a range of enclosures, ring ditches and linear features largely of
prehistoric and Roman origin.

One cropmark complex at Woodham Walter

comprising several phases of Iron Age settlement enclosures, and later Roman
occupation is Scheduled. Cropmarks are present throughout the zone with a number
of ring ditches and enclosures indicating prehistoric occupation. The spread of
cropmarks indicates the whole of the zone has potential for surviving multi-period
occupation. .

•

Diversity of
historic Range of historic landscape, cropmarks and 3
environment assets
archaeological features

•

Survival

High potential for survival.

3

•

Documentation

HER data, NMP data, excavation data

3

•

Group Value Association

Landscape features, cropmarks

2

•

Potential

High potential for surviving archaeological 3
deposits and landscape features.

•

Sensitivity to change

Landscape

and

archaeological

deposits 3

highly sensitive to change.
•

Amenity Value

Scheduled site has the potential to be 2
promoted

and

managed

for

the

local

community especially when associated with
other cropmarks and associated zones 2.1
and 2..2
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HECA 3 Area to the North of the Blackwater Estuary

Fig. 16 HECA 3 Area to the north of the Blackwater Estuary
HECZ 3.1: Great Totham area
Summary: The geology is composed of London Clay, with a line of glacio-fluvial
deposits (sands and gravels) running diagonally across the area and patches of head
deposits to the south-east. The Zone is centred on the historic southern extent of
Tiptree Heath.

Historically settlement in this zone was very dispersed. There are

important areas of ancient woodland and some cropmark evidence in the west of this
zone.
Historic Landscape Character: Historically this area comprised part of Tiptree
Heath, a huge area of common rough pasture and wood-pasture shared between
neighbouring parishes. Encroachment on this area began in a piecemeal fashion in
the medieval period, but extensive open tracts still remained until the early 19th
century when it was finally enclosed by the Enclosure Act. Some areas of ancient
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woodland survive in the western part of the zone.

Historically settlement was very

dispersed and sparse, comprising isolated church/hall complexes, manors, farms,
cottages and small hamlets.

The two modern nucleated settlements of Great

Totham, although medieval in origin, largely dates to the 20th century.
Archaeological Character: The soil-type is not particularly conducive to crop-mark
formation and there has been limited archaeological fieldwork in the area. The date
for the origin of Tiptree Heath is not known, on analogy with other areas of the
country it is at least possible that it formed as a consequence of Neolithic/Bronze Age
farming practices. There are a number of cropmarks of enclosures, a couple of ringditches and a possible Roman road. These are largely concentrated in the west of
the zone, where the soil-conditions are more suitable for crop-marks.
In the medieval period Tiptree Heath was divided between the neighbouring
parishes, demonstrating the importance of heathland as a resource in that period.
The 12th century Augustinian Tiptree Priory was sited on the northern boundary of
the zone. The historic settlement pattern was highly dispersed comprising individual
farms and cottages. There is a cluster of post-medieval brick works, mills and a
pottery at Great Totham.

The areas of ancient woodland are likely to preserve

archaeological earthworks and other remains.
•

Diversity of
historic Range of historic landscape features, and 2
environment assets
cropmarks.

•

Survival

Potential for good survival both in woodland 2
and in open areas.

•

Documentation

HER data, NMP data

2

•

Group Value Association

Ancient woodland, cropmarks

2

•

Potential

High potential for surviving below ground 2
archaeological

deposits

as

well

as

earthworks within the woodlands.
•

Sensitivity to change

Landscape

and

archaeological

deposits 2

sensitive to change.
•

Amenity Value

Potential for promoting the ancient woodland 2

76

EB018
with associated zones (1.2).

HECZ 3.2 Area around High Hall

Summary
This zone comprises land to the south-east of Tiptree on part of Tiptree Heath. The
geology comprises London Clay, overlain with patches of head deposits. The zone
formed part of a single Saxon estate , there has been significant 20th century
boundary loss.
Historic Landscape Character: This zone is located to the south-east of Tiptree
containing part of Tiptree heath. In the Saxon period it formed one part of a single
large estate, the Tolls which extends across zones 3.3, 3.4 and 3.5.

The field

pattern is of a roughly rectilinear system (medieval in origin), the northern part of this
area formed part of the Tiptree Heath, which was enclosed piecemeal from the late
medieval period onwards. The area has suffered considerable boundary loss. The
1777 map of the area shows a complex of lanes delimiting some of these enclosures.
These lanes have now largely been lost.

Historically the settlement pattern is

dispersed, comprising isolated farms and a few cottages bordering the heaths. Two
small areas of ancient or secondary woodland survive within the zone.
Archaeological Character:
The soil-type is not conducive for crop-mark formation and there has been no
archaeological fieldwork in the zone. The date for the origin of Tiptree Heath is not
known, on analogy with other areas of the country it is possible that it formed as a
consequence of Neolithic/Bronze Age farming practices.

There are known later

prehistoric and Roman sites to the south and east, and it is possible that occupation
extended into this zone. In the medieval period this zone was a detached portion of
the parish of Tollesbury, demonstrating the importance of heathland as a resource in
that period.
A Historic Settlement Assessment report have been prepared for Tollesbury parish
(Medlycott 2004), which covers part of this zone.
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•

Diversity of
historic Field-systems, former heathland, dispersed 2
environment assets
settlement

•

Survival

Level

of

below

ground

archaeological 2

deposits survival is unclear but there has
been little development in the zone.
•

Documentation

Settlement assessment, HER data

2

•

Group Value Association

Limited

1

•

Potential

Potential of new Roman or earlier occupation 2
in zone

•

Sensitivity to change

Below ground deposits would be sensitive to 2
change

•

Amenity Value

Limited as little is known within the zone

1

HECZ 3.3 Tolleshunt Knights
Summary: This zone lies to the north of Tollesbury at the mouth of the Blackwater
Estuary. The geology comprises London Clay, overlain with patches of head
deposits. There is evidence for Late Iron Age/Roman settlement in the form of a
possible villa site and a scatter of salt working sites marking the eastern boundary of
the zone. Salt production is also evident in the Saxon and medieval period. The
historic settlement was, and still is dispersed. The historic settlement pattern,
landscape and economy relates directly to zones 8.1 and 3.4.

Historic Landscape Character: This zone is located at the mouth of the Blackwater
estuary. In the Saxon period it formed one part of a single large estate, the Tolls
extending over 3.2, 3.4 and 3.5. In the northern part of this zone the field pattern is
of a roughly co-axial rectilinear system (medieval in origin), with dispersed areas of
later piecemeal enclosure. Some of this later enclosure dates to the later medieval
or post-medieval period, whilst the remainder dates to the early 19th century. The
majority of the fields are rectilinear in form, and are grouped into distinct blocks,
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possibly representing individual farm extents. These fields are definitely medieval in
origin and given the known history of the area it is possible that the basic framework
was laid out in the Saxon period. Historically the settlement is dispersed, comprising
isolated manors, farms, moated sites and hamlets bordering small greens. The only
nucleated settlement is the modern village of Tolleshunt Knights.
Archaeological Character:
The soil-type is not conducive for crop-mark formation and there has been little
archaeological fieldwork in the zone.

However a possible Roman villa site, with

mosaic floors, is recorded from near Barn Hall.

The eastern edge of the zone is

characterised by a scatter of Late Iron Age and Roman red hills (salt-working sites),
marking boundary between the marshes and the dry-land. Other earthworks in the
same area probably represent part of the Saxon/medieval salt-works that gave the
village of Salcott its name.
Historic Settlement Assessment reports have been prepared for Tollesbury
(Medlycott 2004) and Tolleshunt D’Arcy (Medlycott 2003) parishes, and cover part of
this zone.
•

Diversity

of

historic Salt-works complexes, historic settlement, 2

environment assets

field-systems

•

Survival

Red Hills, fields, historic settlement

2

•

Documentation

HER data, survey data

2

•

Group Value Association

Salt-working complexes

2

•

Potential

Potential for surviving landscape features 3
and archaeological deposits

•

Sensitivity to change

Archaeological deposits, and salt-works are 2
highly sensitive to change

•

Amenity Value

The salt-making sites, taken in conjunction 2
with

the

adjoining

zones

provide

the

opportunity to promote the historic character
coastal area.
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HECZ 3.4 Tollesbury and Tolleshunt D’Arcy
Summary: This zone contains the settlement of Tollesbury at the mouth of the
Blackwater Estuary and the land to the west. The geology comprises London Clay,
overlain with patches of head deposits. This zone contains crop-mark evidence of
possible prehistoric date, there are also numerous Late Iron Age or Roman red hills
marking the interface between the dryland and the marshes. The area was part of a
large Saxon estate, the Tolls, and the surviving field-system may have its origins in
that period. The only settlement of any size is the village of Tollesbury which has a
medieval origin. The historic settlement pattern, landscape and economy relates
directly to zones 8.1 and 3.3.
Historic Landscape Character: This zone is located at the mouth of the Blackwater
estuary. In the Saxon period it formed one part of a single large estate, the Tolls
which extends over zones 3.2, 3.3 and 3.5. The field pattern has been characterised
by the HLC as a mixture of pre-18th century irregular fields and later piecemeal
enclosure by agreement. However, closer examination suggests that the majority of
the fields are rectilinear in form, albeit within an irregular framework.

The fields in

the southern portion of the area were laid out on a roughly ladder-like system running
down from the crest of the ridge down to the marsh edge. In the post-medieval period
it is known that this area was sub-divided into long narrow farms, enabling access to
the he widest range of landscape resources. These fields are definitely medieval in
origin and given the known history of the area it is possible that the basic framework
was laid out in the Saxon period. Historically the settlement is dispersed, comprising
isolated manors, farms, moated sites and hamlets bordering small greens. The only
nucleated settlement of any size is Tollesbury. Tollesbury itself has its origins in the
medieval period.
Archaeological Character:
Cropmarks have been identified across the zone, comprising enclosures, possible
settlement and field boundaries.

Known prehistoric occupation is largely

concentrated in the southern half of this zone, including crop-mark evidence of
rectangular enclosures and ring-ditches and a probable long mortuary enclosure at
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Rolls Farm. In addition there are numerous red hills dating to the Late Iron Age and
Roman period along the old interface between the dry land and the marsh on the
southern and eastern boundary of the zone. There is evidence of Roman occupation
within the zone both related to coastal exploitation as well as inland farms. In the
Saxon period Tollesbury and Tolleshunt D’Arcy formed one portion of a much larger
estate comprising Tollesbury and all the Tolleshunts.

The medieval and post-

medieval settlement comprised the villages of Tollesbury and Tolleshunt D’Arcy, and
a series of outlying farms and cottages. The Kelvedon to Tollesbury light railway was
situated on the eastern side of the zone.
Historic Settlement Assessment reports have been prepared for Tollesbury
(Medlycott 2004) and Tolleshunt D’Arcy (Medlycott 2003) parishes.
•
•

Diversity

of

historic Cropmark complexes, historic settlements, 3

environment assets

field-systems

Survival

Crop-marks, fields, historic settlement, red 2
hills

•

Documentation

Historic village assessment, HER data, NMP 2
data, survey data

•

Group Value Association

Cropmark complexes, salt working sites

2

•

Potential

Potential for surviving landscape features 3
and archaeological deposits

•

Sensitivity to change

Landscape and archaeological deposits, and 3
cropmark complexes are highly sensitive to
change

•

Amenity Value

The settlements and salt working sites have 3
high amenity value. The salt working sites
should be seen in association with other
zones. In conjunction with other areas there
is strong potential for the promotion of the
historic character of the coast
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HECZ 3.5: Tolleshunt Major
Summary:

The geology is composed of London Clay, capped with areas of

glaciofluvial (sands and gravels) and head deposits. Within the zone there are welldefined cropmark complexes dating to the prehistoric, Roman and Saxon periods.
The Medieval landscape comprises dispersed settlement, comprising church/hall
complexes, moated sites, farms and small hamlets, set within an ancient rectilinear
field-system.
Historic Landscape Character: In the Saxon period the zone formed part of a single
large estate, the Tolls which extends across zones 3.2, 3.3 and 3.4.
the fields are rectilinear in form, albeit within an irregular framework.

The majority of
These fields

are definitely medieval in origin and given the known history of the zone it is possible
that the basic framework was laid out in the Saxon period. Historically the settlement
is dispersed, comprising isolated manors, farms, moated sites and hamlets bordering
small greens. The only nucleated settlement of any size is Tolleshunt Major.
Archaeological Character:

A zone of well defined multi-period cropmarks

concentrated on the glaciofluvial gravels. The cropmarks comprise a seires of
enclosures, field systems and possible burial mounds. Well preserved and important
deposits of prehistoric, Roman and Saxon date can be anticipated from these
complexes. The medieval period is represented by a number of moated sites, both
still extant and as cropmarks. A series of church/hall complexes are found within the
zone comprising those at Little Totham Hall and Beckingham Hall. The moat and
gatehouse at Beckingham Hall are Scheduled as well as an adjacent mill
mound/bowl barrow.

The mound has been scheduled as a Bowl Barrow of Bronze

Age date, however, a map of 1637 shows the feature as a mill mound, indicating the
re-use of the earlier monument.
•

Diversity of
historic Range of historic landscape features, and 3
environment assets
cropmarks.

•

Survival

High potential for good survival

3

•

Documentation

HER data, NMP data

2

•

Group Value Association

Cropmark complexes

2
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•

Potential

Potential for surviving deposits.

•

Sensitivity to change

Landscape

and

archaeological

2
deposits 3

sensitive to change.
•

Further investigation may facilitate better 2

Amenity Value

understanding and promotion of the Historic
environment.

HECZ 3.6:

Goldhanger area

Summary: The geology is composed of London Clay, capped with river terrace
deposits, head deposits in the north-east of the area. The zone contains well-defined
cropmark complexes dating to the prehistoric, Roman and Saxon periods.

The

historic landscape comprises of dispersed settlement, church/hall complexes,
manors, farms and small hamlets, set within an ancient rectilinear field-system.
Historic Landscape Character: The majority of the fields are rectilinear in form,
albeit within an irregular framework, becoming more irregular in the southern part of
the zone close to the coast. Field boundary loss is considerable in the northern half
of the zone. Historically the settlement comprises dispersed farms with a single
nucleated settlement at Goldhanger. Some of the farms are moated including Clarks
and Highams Farms.
Archaeological Character:

This zone comprises an area of exceptionally well

defined multi-period cropmarks. The Pleistocene gravels on which many of the
cropmarks sit are also of particular significance, they represent a once much larger
river system that would have been a focus for Palaeolithic and Mesolithic settlement
and there is good palaeoenvironmental evidence from the gravels. Well preserved
and important deposits of prehistoric, Roman and Saxon date can be anticipated
from the evidence of the cropmark complexes. The medieval period is represented
by a number of cropmarks of moated sites and field divisions, as well as the surviving
built heritage and field pattern. .
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Fig. 17 Aerial photograph showing extensive cropmarks in the Goldhanger area
A Historic Settlement Assessment report has been prepared for the parish of
Goldhanger (O’Connor 2007).
•

complexes,
built
heritage, 3
Diversity of
historic Cropmark
environment assets
Palaeolithic and Mesolithic deposits

•

Survival

Potential for good survival

•

Documentation

HER data, NMP data, survey reports, historic 2

3

settlement reports
•

Group Value Association

Cropmark complexes

•

Potential

High

potential

for

3
surviving

deposits 3

especially in the area of cropmarks.
•

Sensitivity to change

Landscape

and

archaeological

deposits 3

sensitive to change.
•

Amenity Value

Further investigation may facilitate better 2
understanding
environment.
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HECZ 3.7:

Chigborough and Slough House farm

Summary: The geology is composed of London Clay, capped with river terrace
deposits, head deposits in the north-east of the area. Former area of well-defined
cropmark complexes dating to the prehistoric, Roman and Saxon periods have been
excavated prior to and during quarrying. The historic landscape comprised dispersed
settlement, of isolated farms, set within an ancient rectilinear field-system.
Historic Landscape Character: The majority of the historic fields were rectilinear in
form, albeit within an irregular framework, possibly determined by individual farm
extents. Historically the settlement is dispersed, comprising isolated farm which
survive today.The historic landscape character has radically changed with large scale
quarrying occurring in the zone. This has resulted in very few original boundaries
surviving. Elements of the built heritage in the form of farms do survive.
Archaeological Character:

The Pleistocene gravels on which many of the

cropmarks within this zone sat are of particular significance as they represent a once
much larger river system that would have been a focus for Palaeolithic activity. This
zone comprises an area of exceptionally well defined multi-period cropmarks many of
which have now been excavated. Excavation at three quary sites (Chigborough,
Slough House and Howells Farm) produced multi period occupation.

The

excavations found evidence of a Neolithic building and enclosure, Late Bronze Age
and Iron Age settlements and field systems and Saxon occupation comprising a boat
shaped building, timber lined wells and metal working debris Extensive quarrying
has removed a large area of the archaeological deposits from this zone.
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Fig: 18 Timber lined well from Slough House Farm
Historic Settlement Assessment reports have been prepared for the parishes of
Goldhanger and Heybridge, which this zone falls partly within.
•

multi-period
Diversity of
historic Cropmarks,
environment assets
settlement evidence.

•

Survival

occupation, 3

Potential for good survival in unquarried 1
areas, potential Pleistocene data in quarry
edges. Significant loss to quarrying

•

Documentation

HER data, NMP data, excavation publication, 3
historic settlement reports

•

Group Value Association

cropmark complexes

3

•

Potential

Potential for surviving deposits in unquarried 2
areas

•

Sensitivity to change

Landscape and archaeological deposits in 2
unquarried areas is sensitive.

•

Amenity Value

The evidence from excavations in this zone 2
provide significant potential for explaining the
historic

development

of

associated with other zones.

86

Maldon

when

EB018
HECZ 3.8 Land between Heybridge Basin, Chelmer Navigation and Heybridge
Summary: This zone comprises the fields to the west of Heybridge Basin, and north
of the Chelmer Blackwater Navigation.

This area was formerly marshland and

meadow/rough pasture. Large-scale crop-mark complexes cover a large part of the
zone and are likely to represent multi-period occupation.
Historic landscape Character: This small zone comprises a series of rectilinear
fields to the north of the Chelmer Blackwater Navigation. A small piece of reclaimed
marshland lies at the south eastern end of the zone. The field system survives well
with little or no boundary loss. The historic settlement pattern is characterised by
dispersed farmsteads.
Archaeological character: A series of cropmark complexes are visible within this
zone and are of exceptionally good quality, comprising a series of enclosures, fields
and trackways of probable Iron Age or Roman date, a number of ring-ditches of
probable prehistoric date are also visible, the medieval period is represented by a
possible moated site.

The soil-type, comprising extensive alluvium and marsh

deposits are conducive to good palaeo-environmental survival.
A Historic Settlement Assessment has been prepared for Heybridge Parish
(O’Connor 2007), which includes this zone.
•

cropmark
evidence,
high 3
Diversity of
historic Exceptional
environment assets
potential for palaeoenvironmental evidence

•

Survival

High

potential

of

extensive

surviving 3

archaeological deposits
•

Documentation

HER data, crop-mark evidence, Historic 3
settlement assessment

•

Group Value Association

Crop-mark complexes

3

•

Potential

High potential for surviving deposits

3

•

Sensitivity to change

Current open areas highly sensitive to

3

change
•

Amenity Value

Potential
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information with Heybridge Basin and the
Chelmer

Blackwater

Navigation

Conservation zones

HECZ 3.9 Heybridge Basin and the Chelmer Navigation
Summary: This zone follows the eastern end of the Chelmer and Blackwater
Navigation from the urban area Heybridge to the settlement at Heybridge Basin. This
zone largely follows the line of the Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation conservation
area. A detailed industrial archaeological assessment report has been undertaken
on the Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation (Kemble and Gould 2001) which provides
full details of all the monuments related to the navigation.
Historic Urban Character: This zone is contained within the conservation area of
the Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation from the settlement of Heybridge out to
Heybridge Basin.

The built character of the zone is partly represented by the

structures associated with the Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation (Kemble and
Gould 2001) and the settlement of Heybridge Basin.
Archaeological Character: The Chelmer & Blackwater Navigation has an unbroken
history from June 1793 when an Act of Parliament was passed authorising the
making and maintaining of a navigable waterway. This follows the river Chelmer part
as canal and part as river. Many of the separate elements such as locks, bridges,
mills and lock houses survive along the length of the navigation.

These are all

described in Kemble and Gould (2001). Also surviving are the industrial buildings at
Heybridge Basin. Excavations to the east of the centre of Heybridge and the area
around Heybridge Hall have shown occupation back to the Bronze Age. Recent
excavations at the Chalet Site, Heybridge have shown a series of Bronze Age ring
ditches, with later Iron Age settlement evidence. Evidence was also found for a large
Anglo-Saxon burial ground in the same area.
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•

Diversity of
historic Elements of the Navigation survive. 3
environment assets
Extensive archaeological deposits survive in
the area of Heybridge Hall

•

Survival

Navigation still in use, many elements 2
survive.

Excavations show archaeological

deposits

survive

well

in

some

areas

particularly at the western end of the zone.
•

Documentation

Detailed

archaeological

report

on

the 3

Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation and
other reports on the conservation area, HER
data, excavation reports
•

Group Value Association

Historic Environment assets related to the 3
Chelmer Blackwater Navigation.

•

Potential

High potential of surviving archaeological 2
deposits in some areas.

•

Sensitivity to change

Sensitive to change, especially development 3
to below ground deposits and structures
associated with the Chelmer Blackwater
Navigation.

•

Amenity Value

The history of the Chelmer Blackwater 3
Navigation is already quite well understood
but there is significant potential for further
and

fuller

promotion

especially

in

association with other zones

HECZ 3.10 Heybridge Basin
Summary: This zone comprises the modern settlement of Heybridge Basin.

This

area was formerly marshland and meadow/rough pasture. Heybridge Basin had its
origins as early 20th century plotlands development associated to the adjacent
historic core of Heybridge Basin.
Historic Urban Character: This zone includes the development around Heybridge
Basin, consisting of the early 20th century plotlands development and later 20th
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century housing estate.

Original field boundaries can still be discerned within the

housing development.
Archaeological character: No archaeological work has been undertaken within the
zone.

However the cropmarks in the immediate vicinity are exceptionally good,

comprising a series of enclosures, fields, ring ditches and trackways of probable
prehistoric or Roman date. The soil-type, comprising extensive alluvium and marsh
deposits are conducive to good palaeo-environmental survival.
A Historic Settlement Assessment has been prepared for Heybridge Parish
(O’Connor 2007), which includes this zone.
•
•

1
Diversity of
historic Landscape features
environment assets
Limited survival in gardens and open 1
Survival
areas

•

Documentation

Historic settlement assessment

2

•

Group Value Association

Crop-mark complexes

3

•

Potential

High potential for surviving deposits in 2
undeveloped areas.

•

Sensitivity to change

Current open areas highly sensitive to

2

change
•

Amenity Value

Potential for incorporation with Heybridge 2
Basin

and

the

Chelmer

Navigation Conservation Area
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HECA 4 Maldon and Heybridge

Fig. 19 HECA 4 Maldon and Heybridge

HECZ 4.1 Roman Heybridge
Summary: This zone lies in the low lying land near to the Chelmer and Blackwater
Rivers and is defined by the modern development at Heybridge. An Iron Age
settlement developed at Heybridge in the 1st century BC followed by expansion with
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the Roman settlement from the 1st to fourth centuries AD.

It eventually declined in

the late fourth century with the decline continuing into the 5th century. Large areas of
the Roman settlement have now been developed over, although large scale
excavation has taken place in the zone. The zone is now largely covered by modern
housing.
Historic Urban Character: This zone is based on the location of the modern
housing development at Heybridge. Large scale modern residential development
took place on the zone at the end of the 20th century. The late 20th century
development had large scale excavation undertaken on part of it and several areas of
archaeological deposits were protected in situ beneath a depth of gravel.
Archaeological character: The Roman settlement, located at the head of the
Blackwater Estuary covered an area of approximately 25 hectares, with the
excavations in 1994 investigating approximately half of this area (a large part of this
was protected beneath gravel rather than excavated). The excavation results
indicate that the settlements economy was largely based on agriculture being
somewhere between a large village and small town. The excavations indicate that
within the settlement there was a relatively small and dense core of plots and
buildings surrounded by more dispersed settlement within strip plots. The temple is
thought to have been positioned on the perimeter of the central core.
Although the road layout remained static throughout the lifetime of the settlement
considerable changes occurred in the western area of the site. The temple complex
had its origins in the Late Iron Age followed by several rebuilds during the Roman
period. The market place, located to the north of the temple contained a sequence
of gravelled surfaces apparently focussed upon a large timber lined well.
A large assemblage of artefacts and environmental evidence was recovered from the
excavations which will provide a detailed history of this site. Any open area within
this zone which has not been excavated will be highly sensitive to development.
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A Historic Settlement Assessment has been prepared for Heybridge Parish
(O’Connor 2007), which includes this zone. Also the Historic Town assessment for
Maldon (Medlycott 1999) covers this zone.
•

Diversity of
historic Extensive deposits associated with
environment assets
Roman town, prehistoric occupation

•

Survival

the 2

Potential for good survival in areas that have 2
not been heavily developed.

•

Documentation

HER

data,

excavation

Historic
data,

town

report

at

assessment, 3
present

in

production
•

Group Value Association

Excavated evidence relating to the Roman 3
settlement

•

Potential

High potential for surviving deposits in 2
undeveloped areas, or those areas not
archaeologically

excavated

including

gardens and open areas.
•

Sensitivity to change

Surviving archaeological deposits are less 1
sensitive to change due to the level of
development which has already taken place.

•

Amenity Value

The excavation results and finds have a 3
significant amenity value both for display and
sense of place to the local community.

HECZ 4.2 Crescent Road
Summary: This zone lies in the low lying land near to the Chelmer and Blackwater
and comprises elements of the Roman settlement and cemetery at Heybridge (See
HECZ 1). Ribbon development occurred along Holloway Road at the start of the 20th
century with further development in the middle part of the century in the area of
Crescent Road.
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Historic Urban Character: This zone is based on Crescent Road forming part of the
initial urban development in this area. Initial development comprised ribbon
development in the early part of the 20th century along Holloway Road. This was
followed in the middle part of the 20th century by the construction of Crescent Road
with sporadic residential development on either side of this with long narrow gardens.
At the end of the 20th century and early part of the 21st century further residential
development has occurred and infilling is continuing.
Archaeological character: The earliest evidence of occupation within this zone
dates to the Iron Age with the findings indicative of being on or close to a settlement.
The Roman settlement covered an area of approximately 25 hectares and spread
into this zone. Excavations in the Crescent Road zone have shown the presence of
further elements of the Roman settlement located in HECZ 4.1 extending into the
zone and a cemetery on the edge of the zone.

•
•

2
Diversity of
historic Wide range of archaeological deposits
environment assets
High potential for survival in areas that have 2
Survival
not been heavily developed.

•

Documentation

HER

data,

Historic

town

assessment, 2

excavation data,
•

Group Value Association

Excavated evidence relating to the Roman 2
settlement

•

Potential

Potential

for

surviving

deposits

in 2

undeveloped areas including gardens
•

Sensitivity to change

Surviving archaeological deposits sensitive 1
to change although extensive development
means they only survive in small areas.

•

Amenity Value

The excavation results and finds have a 3
significant amenity value both for display and
sense of place to the local community
especially when linked with HECZ 4.1.
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HECZ 4.3 Industrial Area on the Causeway

Summary: This zone comprises the modern industrial area and commercial estates
in the base of the valley between the Chelmer and Blackwater rivers. This zone was
open fields until the late 19th century. The Chelmer Blackwater Navigation and its
associated conservation area are partly within this zone. The only archaeological
deposits found in the zone comprise a Roman cemetery close to the settlement in
Zone 4.1.
Historic Urban Character: This zone comprises the modern industrial and
commercial area located at Fullbridge between Maldon and Heybridge. Elements of
the Maldon branch line including the station and goods shed survive within the
industrial area. Most of the industrial and commercial development within this zone
has developed since the later part of the 19th century. Modern usage includes both
industrial sites and commercial structures such as the Tesco’s superstore.
Archaeological character: The only recorded archaeological deposits lie in the
north western corner of the zone comprising a large number of Roman vessels
indicative of a burial site. These deposits are almost certainly a cemetery related to
the Roman settlement across the river. There is potential for palaeoenvironmental
and archaeological deposits preserved within and/or beneath deep alluvial
sequences. Part of the Chelmer Blackwater Navigation and its associated
conservation area are within this zone.
A landscape character assessment has been made of the Chelmer and Blackwater
Navigation (ECC 1999). This area is also covered in the Hisotric Town assessment
of Maldon (Medlycott 1999).
•

Diversity of
historic Limited historic landscape features, built 1
environment assets
heritage or archaeological deposits.

•

Survival

Potential preservation within or below deep 2
alluvial sequences and in areas that have not
been heavily developed.
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•

HER

Documentation

data,

Historic

town

assessment, 2

Chelmer Navigation report
•

Group Value Association

Modern industrial buildings

1

•

Potential

Potential within or beneath deep alluvial 1
deposits and in undeveloped areas including
yard areas.

•

Sensitivity to change

Little sensitivity to change due to the 1
extensive modern industrial development

•

Amenity Value

The amenity value is largely associated to 2
the Chelmer Blackwater Navigation and the
historic town of Maldon.

HECZ 4.4 Heybridge
Summary: This zone lies to the north of the Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation and
comprises the post-medieval settlement of Heybridge.

In the post-medieval period

the town slowly expanded in the form of ribbon development along the main roads.
The zone contains the important industrial site of Bentalls Ironworks and the site of
The Towers, a purpose built house by the Bentalls.
Historic Urban Character: This zone is based on the location of post medieval and
early modern Heybridge. This area was settled in the post-medieval period, initially
as ribbon development along the main roads, including industrial housing linked to
Bentalls Ironworks.

The bulk of the present settlement in this zone is mid 20th

century in date. The owner of Bentalls built a home along Colchester Road in 1873
known as The Towers. It was an Italianate concrete house, designed by the
Chelmsford architect Charles Pertwee. The house was very modern and ‘cutting
edge’ with underfloor heating and a highly equipped kitchen. Many of the plans for
the water systems supply survive revealing that the garden included its own water
tower, cucumber and melon houses. It became a convalescent house in 1928 and
was later demolished in the 1950’s. The Lodge house, boundary walls, gate and
gatepiers to the Towers survive especially along Colchester Road and Goldhanger
Road, although the remainder of the zone has been developed.
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Archaeological character: There has been no archaeological fieldwork within this
zone, however work undertaken within the remainder of the parish of Heybridge has
been extraordinarily prolific in both prehistoric, Roman and Saxon remains.

The

Bentalls Iron foundry was located in the south west of the zone. An Iron foundry and
agricultural implement factory was established by W. Bentall in 1815 on the
Blackwater Navigation. The iron foundry at Heybridge profited from its coastal
location, excellent canal and rail links to become one of the premier founders and
suppliers of agricultural implements in Essex during the 19th century and earlier 20th
century. This success, underpinned by the invention of the broad shoe plough in
1846 and the development of the agricultural implements side of the business,
ultimately led to the provision of purpose-built housing by Bentall to attract
employees into an area lacking adequate housing stock.
A Historic Settlement Assessment has been prepared for Heybridge Parish
(O’Connor 2007), which includes this zone.
•

Diversity of
historic Limited due to lack of fieldwork, some 2
environment assets
historic buildings and industrial housing

•

Survival

Some potential in open areas that have not 1
been developed.

•

Documentation

HER data, Historic settlement assessment

3

•

Group Value Association

Industrial housing associated with Bentall 2
Ironworks

•

Potential

Some potential for surviving deposits in 2
undeveloped areas.

•

Sensitivity to change

Unknown, archaeological deposits in

2

undeveloped areas are sensitive to change.
Industrial housing
•

Amenity Value

Can be promoted in association with other 2
zones such as the Chelmer and Blackwater
Navigation. .
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HECZ 4.5 Modern Heybridge
Summary: This zone comprises the modern housing expansion around the post
medieval area of Heybridge.

Although no archaeological investigations have

occurred in the zone adjacent quarrying has shown extensive archaeological
deposits to be present adjacent to the zone.
Historic Urban Character: This zone is based on the location of mid to late 20th
century Heybridge. This area was settled in the post-medieval period, initially as
ribbon development along the main roads but expanded considerably in the second
half of the 20th century. This is shown within the zone by the irregular road system.
Archaeological character: There has been no archaeological fieldwork within this
zone, however work undertaken within the remainder of the parish of Heybridge has
been extraordinarily prolific in both prehistoric, Roman and Saxon remains.

To the

east of the zone lies extensive quarrying which has produced multi-period
occupation. This is likely to originally have spread into this now developed zone.
A Historic Settlement Assessment has been prepared for Heybridge Parish
(O’Connor 2007), which includes this zone.
•
•

1
Diversity of
historic Limited due to lack of fieldwork.
environment assets
Some potential in open areas that have not 1
Survival
been developed.

•

Documentation

HER data, Historic settlement assessment

2

•

Group Value Association

None

1

•

Potential

Some potential for surviving deposits in 2
undeveloped areas.

•

Sensitivity to change

Zone has little sensitivity to change

1

•

Amenity Value

Little amenity value

1
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HECZ 4.6 The Town Downs and Archery Butts
Summary: This zone comprises the land north of the historic town sloping down
towards the River Chelmer. In the medieval period this zone contained the common
land for pasture and the medieval archery butts. The zone contained an irregular
field pattern into the early 20th century probably of medieval origin.
Historic Urban Character: This zone is focussed on land to the north of the historic
town in the area of the medieval Town Downs and Archery Butts. The zone has an
irregular field pattern until the early part of the 20th century when development began
to expand. Urban development occurred in this zone throughout the 20th century
resulting in residential development down to the edge of the river. All of the zone lies
in the Maldon conservation area.
Archaeological character: This zone is focussed on land to the north of the historic
town in the area of the medieval Town Downs and Archery Butts. The Town Downs
were originally common land for the use of the burgesses to pasture their livestock
on. These were sited on the steep slope between the High Street and the river. The
towns archery butts were located in this zone accessed through Butt Lane. Close to
the river industrial development occurred in the late 19th and early 20th century with a
lime kiln and a salt works with its own wharf showing on the OS maps.
A Historic Town Assessment has been prepared for Maldon Historic Town (Medlycott
1999), which includes this zone.
•
•

2
Diversity of
historic Range of archaeological sites
environment assets
Potential for good survival in areas that have 2
Survival
not been developed.

•

Documentation

HER

data,

Historic

town

assessment, 2

excavation data
•

Group Value Association

Industrial production on the river edge

•

Potential

Potential

for

surviving

deposits

2
in 2

undeveloped areas including gardens and
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car parks.
•

Sensitivity to change

Archaeological deposits sensitive to change.

•

Amenity Value

Historic

identity

promotional

of

value

this

zone

especially

has

2

a 2

where

associated with other zones including the
historic town (HECZ 5).

HECZ 4. 7 Maldon Post Medieval Town area
Summary: This zone comprises the expansion of the historic town of Maldon during
the post medieval period.
Historic Urban Character: This zone comprises the gradual expansion of the
historic town from the post medieval period through to the middle of the 20th century.
The Reformation and the growth of non-conformism led to striking changes in the
town, including the closure of the Friary and St Giles Hospital (and probably the
chapels of St Mary and St Helen). There was an economic revival in the 18th
century largely due to the maritime trade with London. This influx of wealth is
illustrated by a large amount of new building within the town. In addition, brick
facades and extensions were added to many of the older buildings to update them.
Buildings such as the Union Workhouse (now St Peter’s Hospital) developed on the
edge of the town, later being surrounded by residential properties.
Archaeological character: Maldon stayed within its medieval limits until the 18th
century, although within the existing built-up area there was considerable building
work, both with the erection of new buildings and the sub-division/conversion of older
ones. The Reformation and the growth of non-conformism led to striking changes in
the town, including the closure of the Friary and St Giles Hospital. The remains of St
Giles Hospital are protected as a Scheduled Monument. This zone contains limited
known archaeological deposits, largely as a result of no recording taking place during
the town expansion.
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Fig. 20 The scheduled remains of the medieval St Giles Hospital
•

heritage,
including
religious 1
Diversity of
historic Built
environment assets
establishments and building complexes such
as the workhouse.

•

Survival

Good survival of built monuments within the 2
zone. Potential for good survival of below
ground deposits in areas that have not been
heavily developed.

•

Documentation

HER data, Historic town assessment,

1

•

Group Value Association

Built heritage

2

•

Potential

Potential

for

surviving

deposits

in 2

undeveloped areas including gardens and
playing fields.
•

Sensitivity to change

Archaeological deposits sensitive to change.
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•

Amenity Value

Historic

identity

of

this

zone

has

a 2

promotional value if associated to other
zones such as the medieval core and Roman
settlement.

HECZ 4.8 Maldon Promenade
Summary: This zone comprises the modern promenade area on the southern side of
the urban area of Maldon. The Promenade developed in the late 19th and early 20th
century with further leisure development in the later 20th century. A Roman road
forms the western edge of the zone.
Historic Urban Character: This zone contains the recreation ground and
promenade which are situated at the lower end of Maldon town, to the east of the
Hythe and originally had a lido. The recreation ground was opened in 1895 by the
mayor Alderman Edward Fitch , with other amenities were added from 1900-1925,
culminating in the opening of the lido in 1925. The lido is now closed and much of
the area has been refurbished. Original features surviving include the band-stand
and the timber-clad bathing-sheds. Tidal inlets to the original lake were replaced by
a sluice gate to the River Blackwater and the eastern inlet was incorporated, forming
about two acres of water. Residential development expanded to the west of the
Promenade in the middle of the 20th century.
Archaeological character: Little archaeological work has been undertaken in this
zone. The western boundary of the zone is on the line of a Roman road probably
originating from the settlement at Heybridge to the north.

•

Diversity of
historic Historic built and landscape features 2
environment assets
associated with the Promenade and former
Lido.

•

Survival

Potential for good survival in areas that have 2
not been developed.

102

EB018
•

Documentation

HER data, Historic town assessment

2

•

Group Value Association

The former Lido and Promenade

1

•

Potential

Some potential for surviving deposits in 1
undeveloped areas.

•

Sensitivity to change

Promenade is sensitive to change

2

•

Amenity Value

The history and development of the park, 2
former lido and promenade provides the
potential to promote this zone

HECZ 4. 9 Maldon Modern Development Area
Summary: This zone comprises the late 20th century expansion of Maldon to the
south and west of the historic and post medieval town zones. The zone comprises
largely of residential development. Archaeological deposits are limited to some
evidence of prehistoric occupation identified during housing developments.
Historic Urban Character: This zone was historically rural in nature with an
infectious disease hospital called the ‘pest house’ now located at 150-152,
Fambridge Road originally built on the edge of the urban area, set well-back from the
road. The zone is now a large area of late 20th century development in the southern
and western part of Maldon. The zone is characterised by twisting roads, cul-desacs and small gardens associated with modern residential development.
Archaeological character: There is little information to define the archaeological
character within this zone. Evaluation was undertaken during residential
development on the southern edge of the town which identified prehistoric
occupation. Parts of the redundant branch line from Maldon to Woodham Ferrers are
located on the western edge of the zone.
•
•

Diversity of
historic Prehistoric features, railway line
environment assets
Archaeological deposits will be
Survival

1
heavily 1

disturbed by dense development
•

Documentation

HER data

103

1

EB018
•

Group Value Association

Railway features

1

•

Potential

Limited potential due to the extent of 1
development

•

Sensitivity to change

No areas are sensitive within this zone

1

•

Amenity Value

Limited amenity value in the zone although it 1
does form part of the historic development of
Maldon

HECZ 4.10 Commercial estate Maldon

Summary: This zone comprises commercial development in the late 20th century in
the south west corner of the present town. Archaeological deposits are limited to
evidence of both Roman and medieval occupation identified during commercial
developments.
Historic Urban Character: This zone was historically rural in nature, however, now
is a commercial development comprising a food store and a retail outlet. The remains
of the railway branch line, now destroyed ran through the eastern edge of this zone.
Archaeological character: There is little information to define the archaeological
character within this zone. Evaluation was undertaken during commercial
development which identified finds from the Roman and medieval period. No
settlement evidence was identified. Parts of the redundant branch line from Maldon
to Woodham Ferrers are located on the eastern edge of the zone.
•
•

Diversity of
historic Very limited diversity
environment assets
Archaeological deposits
Survival

1
will

be

heavily 1

disturbed by dense development
•

Documentation

HER data

1

•

Group Value Association

Little Group value

1

•

Potential

Limited potential due to the extent of 1
development
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•

Sensitivity to change

No areas are sensitive within this zone

1

•

Amenity Value

Limited amenity value in the zone although it 1
does form part of the development of Maldon

HECZ 5 Saxon and Medieval Town of Maldon

Fig. 21 HECA 5 Saxon and medieval Maldon
Summary: This zone comprises the historic town of Maldon developing on the top of
the hill from the Saxon period through to the medieval period. A defensive Burh was
built at Maldon by Edward the Elder in the 10th century. The basic framework of the
medieval built-up area was established in the Saxon period. The medieval town
developed along the present High Street with archaeological work finding
considerable occupation in the rear plots behind the frontage buildings.
Historic Urban Character: This area is focussed on the historic town area of Maldon
from the Early Saxon period when occupation of a sporadic nature occurred on the
higher ground overlooking the two rivers. In the late Saxon Period Edward the Elder
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developed a Saxon Burh (defended enclosure) on the western side of the zone from
which the medieval town developed to the east.
Maldon was an important town in the medieval period, being one of only two
Boroughs in Essex. It had a royal mint until at least 1100 and was a major port, as it
was easier for towns such as Chelmsford and Billericay to tranship goods to and from
London via Maldon rather than by the more direct overland route. The wealth
generated by Maldon’s trade is demonstrated by its three churches, All Saints, St
Peters and St Marys. In 1056 St Mary’s Church and parish was granted to St
Martins, London. St Peter’s parish was much the larger (1667 acres), whilst All Saints
was an island of 57 acres within St Peters. There were two manors in Maldon; Great
Maldon largely encompassed St Mary’s parish and Little Maldon consisted of St
Peter’s and All Saints’ parishes. The basic framework of the medieval built-up area
was established in the Saxon period.
The medieval town zone can be sub-divided into four distinct elements. Firstly there
is the urban core which roughly approximated to All Saints’ parish, within this area
was the market-place, the moot hall (dated to c. 1420), All Saints Church (Thirteenth
century) and the densest housing. The oldest timber framed building in Maldon,
dating to the fourteenth century lies in this area. Secondly there was the straggle of
properties along the High Street linking the market-place and the Hythe. A number of
timber framed house survives in this area including two examples of the early
Wealden building type imported from Kent. West of Market Hill the character of the
present High Street frontage is largely eighteenth and nineteenth century. The
boundary between St Peter’s and St Mary’s parishes crosses and re-crosses the
street so as to enclose small groups of house plots alternately in either parish. As St
Peter’s parish extent was established by 1244, the house-plots must pre-date this.
St Peters lies beneath the Plume Library which was built in 1698-9, following the
partial collapse of the church in c. 1665. Thirdly there was the settlement at the
Hythe, in the area between the Church of St Mary and the water. Finally there was
the group of houses at Fullbridge at the foot of Maldon Hill by the crossing of the
River Chelmer, where there were dwellings by 1185. The marshland between the
Chelmer and the Blackwater was embanked and a causeway built linking Fullbridge
at Maldon and High Bridge (Heybridge). This had taken place by the twelfth or
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thirteenth century when the Old English place-name Tidwalditun was replaced by the
Middle English Heybridge.

Fig. 22 Example of surviving timber framed building of the sixteenth century on the
High Street.
Archaeological character: The earliest occupation of the Maldon hill-top appears to
date to the Early Iron Age when there seems to have been an extensive settlement
on the crest of the hill, which was later enclosed by a wooden palisade. In the Late
Iron Age the hill-top appears to have been abandoned and a new settlement
established on the low-lying ground between Heybridge and Maldon, focused on
Elms Farm (see zone 4.1).
Recent excavations have shown early Saxon occupation being present on the High
ground above the river. Excavations in the Hythe area have uncovered quantities of
Saxon loom weights indicating occupation in the 5th and 6th centuries AD. In 916
King Edward the Elder ordered a burh to be built at Maldon, as part of his campaign
to recover eastern England from Danish control. Evidence of a large ditched

107

EB018
enclosure have been excavated in several places around the town. The Saxon town
developed around the east gate of the burh, along the main road that led from the
burh down to the Hythe. There was a small market-place, a church and at least two
main phases of late Saxon timber buildings on the south side of the High Street.
There may well have been a quay at the Hythe and the church of St Mary is of Saxon
origin. There was a royal mint in Maldon, one of only three in the county, from as
early as 925 AD.

Fig. 23 Loomweights found at the Croxley Works site at the Hythe, Maldon
The Domesday survey records Maldon at the beginning of the Conquest as being
second in importance only to Colchester in the county. The wealth of Maldon is
indicated by the presence of three parish churches within the urban area, In addition
to the churches there was also a friary in the town, a leper hospital and the Chapel
of St Mary.
A Historic Town Assessment has been prepared for Maldon Historic Town (Medlycott
1999).
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•

Diversity of
historic Range of archaeological sites and built 3
environment assets
heritage

•

Survival

Historic built environment survives well and 2
there is potential for good survival of below
ground deposits.

•

Documentation

HER

data,

Historic

town

assessment, 3

excavation data
•

Group Value Association

Excavated evidence, historic buildings

3

•

Potential

High potential for surviving deposits in 2
undeveloped areas including gardens and
yard areas.

•

Sensitivity to change

Historic built environment and archaeological 3
deposits sensitive to change.

•

Amenity Value

Historic identity of this zone has a high 3
promotional

value.

Good

potential

for

interpretation and promotion of the below
ground and built heritage
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HECA 6 Heybridge

Fig. 24 HECA 6 Heybridge
HECZ 6.1 Historic Heybridge
Summary: This zone comprises the historic core of Heybridge. The surface geology
comprises Pleistocene river deposits, largely terrace deposits of sands and gravels.
This developed from a church/hall complex into a small port with a range of houses
overlooking the estuary, and later the Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation increased
the pace of development.
Historic Urban Character: The church at Heybridge dates back to the 12th century
with alterations in the 15th century forming focus for settlement in the late medieval
and post medieval period although originating as a Church/hall complex with
Heybridge Hall (see HECZ 6.2). The settlement developed along the river and
continued as ribbon development along Langford Road. Unusually the Church and
Hall were not situated together but are linked by Hall Road which had houses on its
northern side associated with the small medieval port. In the 1780’s Morant indicates
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that there had been a reduction in the number of houses in Heybridge at that period.
However, in the 18th century the settlement began to grow again especially with the
development of the Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation.
Archaeological Character: The church was founded around the middle of the 12th
century. It went through several phases of extension and partial rebuilds. Some 12th
and 15th century windows survive in the walls of the church. Excavations in Langford
Road have identified medieval features probably associated with the original
settlement. The original settlement would have depended on the site as a port with its
associated salt industry, later expanding with the coming of the Chelmer and
Blackwater Navigation. There has been limited modern development in the zone
which indicates a high potential for surviving archaeological deposits.
An assessment of the Historic Environment of Heybridge (O’Connor 2007) has been
undertaken which includes detailed information on the historic settlement, buildings
and landscape of the parish. .

•

Diversity of
historic Historic Buildings, archaeological features
environment assets
High potential in open areas
Survival

•

Documentation

•

2
2

Settlement survey, HER data, excavation 3
reports

•

Group Value Association

Listed buildings

2

•

Potential

High potential of surviving archaeological 2
deposits in open areas

•

Sensitivity to change

Highly

sensitive

to

change,

especially 3

development to below ground deposits
•

Amenity Value

High promotional potential identifying the 3
development of Heybridge especially in
conjunction with other zones such as 6.2
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HECZ 6.2 Heybridge Hall and Post medieval Heybridge
Summary: This zone comprises the late medieval and early post medieval
expansion of Heybridge and Heybridge Hall.

The surface geology comprises

Pleistocene river deposits, largely terrace deposits of sands and gravels.

This

developed from a church/hall complex into a small port with a range of houses
overlooking the estuary. A small port developed and later the Chelmer Navigation
increased the pace of development. Industry developed on the waterfront and a
range of industrial housing was constructed.
Historic Urban Character:

Settlement originated in the medieval period as a

Church/hall complex. The medieval manor at Heybridge Hall would have had a range
of buildings including Hall, chamber, kitchen, dairy, brewhouse and gatehouse.
Unusually the Church (HECZ 6.1) and Hall were not situated together but are linked
by Hall Road. The creation of the Chelmer Navigation in the late 18th century saw an
expansion of development in this zone.

Within the zone there are a number of

warehouses surviving which can be linked to the Chelmer Blackwater Navigation.
Parts of the zone at the northern and southern end form part of the Chelmer
Blackwater Navigation conservation area.
Archaeological Character: Excavations to the east of the centre of Heybridge and
the area around Heybridge Hall have shown occupation back to the Bronze Age.
Recent excavations have shown a series of Bronze Age ring ditches, with later Iron
Age settlement evidence. Excavations at Heybridge Hall have provided evidence of
multi-period occupation from the prehistoric period onwards.

The Chelmer &

Blackwater Navigation has an unbroken history from June 1793 when an Act of
Parliament was passed authorising the making and maintaining of a navigable
waterway. Industrial buildings associated with the Chelmer Blackwater Navigation
survive at Heybridge.
An assessment of the Historic Environment of Heybridge (O’Connor 2007), and the
Chelmer Blackwater Navigation (Kemble and Gould 2001) have been undertaken
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which includes detailed information on the historic settlement, buildings and
landscape of the parish and the industrial monuments on the Navigation.
•

Diversity of
historic Many elements of the Navigation survive,
environment assets
industrial buildings, Extensive

3

archaeological deposits survive in the area
of Heybridge and Heybridge Hall
•

Survival

Navigation still in use, elements survive. 2
Excavations show archaeological deposits
survive well especially in undeveloped areas

•

Documentation

Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation report, 3
settlement assessment and conservation
area appraisals, HER data, excavation
reports

•

Group Value Association

Historic Environment assets related to the 2
Chelmer Blackwater Navigation.

•

Potential

High potential of surviving archaeological 2
deposits in undeveloped areas

•

Sensitivity to change

Below

ground

deposits

and

structures 2

associated with the Chelmer Blackwater
Navigation sensitive to change.
•

Amenity Value

The history of the Chelmer Blackwater 3
Navigation is already quite well understood
but there is significant potential for further
and fuller promotion of this zone which
would include the archaeological deposits
and finds.
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HECA 7 Danbury Ridge

Fig. 25 HECA 7 Danbury Ridge
HECZ 7.1: Woodham Walter
Summary: This zone lies on the gradual slope down from Danbury Hill towards the
Chelmer Valley. The surface geology is largely glacio-fluvial sand and gravel over
exposed London clay. The important earthwork complex at Woodham Walter Hall lies
on the eastern edge of the zone.
Historic Landscape Character: The field pattern historically comprised small and
irregular fields, probably of ancient origin which has suffered some boundary loss.
There are small areas of ancient woodland, and secondary woodland. Areas of
meadow pasture survive around streams running west to north east to meet the
Chelmer. Historically, the settlement pattern was dispersed around several
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commons and greens. The historic settlement comprises the village of Woodham
Walter and dispersed farmsteads and church/hall complexes. The deserted
medieval and post medieval complex of Woodham Walter Hall lies within this zone
forming the remains of a moated manor house and associated gardens, fishponds
and earthworks .
Archaeological Character: Finds of Neolithic and Bronze Age date have been
made within the zone indicating considerable archaeological potential. A cropmark
complex is visible on the lower slopes of this zone with chance finds indicating multi
period occupation.

Three gold torc segments of Bronze Age date, along with

quantities of flint work indicating multi-period occupation have been recovered from
the Woodham Walter area.
The medieval and post medieval complex of Woodham Walter Hall lies within this
zone forming the remains of the moated manor house of the Fitzwalters, demolished
by William Fytch in the late 17th century. Extensive earthworks survive which
comprise the original manor house associated outbuildings and gardens. The
woodland in the zone may preserve earthwork boundaries and other features of
medieval origin together with further undated earthworks within woodland on the
north and east facing slopes overlooking the Middle Chelmer Valley.

•
•

Diversity

of

historic Ancient Woodland, Cropmark complexes, 3

environment assets

moated sites, garden features

Survival

Good survival of known deposits. Extensive 2
earthworks

at

Woodham

Walter

Hall,

Settlement pattern survives well
•

Documentation

HER data, NMP data survey data

2

•

Group Value Association

landscape features, complex of multi-period 2
deposits at Woodham Walter Hall

•

Potential

Potential for surviving landscape features 2
and archaeological deposits

•

Sensitivity to change

Archaeological deposits, earthworks and 2
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cropmark complexes are highly sensitive to
change
•

Amenity Value

Surviving earthworks especially those at 2
Woodham Walter Hall have a potential high
amenity value.

HECZ 7.2: Area to the west of Woodham Mortimer
Summary:

An open area of land to the west of Woodham Mortimer containing

surviving ancient woodland. The surface geology is largely glaciofluvial sand and
gravel over exposed London clay with two small stream valleys cutting through it.
Although suffering some boundary loss the field pattern has survived well.
Historic Landscape Character: A zone comprising a pre 18th century rectilinear field
pattern. Large area of surviving ancient woodland and 19th century woodland are
present within the zone. The majority of the woodland shown on the first edition
survives through to today. The ancient woodland has preserved earthworks
throughout the zone. These earthworks mainly relate to human exploitation of the
woodland, however, the woodland also potentially preserves earthworks which relate
to earlier occupation. Since the first edition OS the two sections of woodland at Hyde
woods have been linked with secondary woodland. The settlement pattern comprises
dispersed farmsteads several of which are listed structures.
Archaeological Character: Few archaeological sites or deposits are recorded within
this zone. A small group of cropmarks of linear features are probably associated with
agricultural production in the zone.

The ancient woodland contains earthworks

associated with the woodland development as well as having the potential to
preserve earthworks of an earlier date.
•

Diversity of
historic Landscape features such as woodland and 2
environment assets
earthworks

•

Survival

Historic landscape survives well

2

•

Documentation

HER data, NMP data

1
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•

Group Value Association

Ancient woodland

2

•

Potential

Potential for surviving landscape features 2
and archaeological deposits

•

Sensitivity to change

Landscape and woodland are sensitive, as 3
may be below ground deposits

•

Amenity Value

Ancient woodland associated with areas in 2
and around Danbury have the potential for a
range of amenity values.
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HECA 8 Blackwater Estuary

Fig. 26 HECA 8 Blackwater Estuary
HECZ 8.1: Old Hall and Tollesbury Wick Marshes
Summary: This zone is comprises of two areas of extant grazing marsh and
extensive tsalt marsh. The grazing marshes are Old Hall to the north and Tollesbury
Wick to the south divided by the channels and salt marsh of Tollesbury Fleet. Old
Hall Marsh comprises around 291 hectares of unimproved grazing marsh with further
areas of improved grassland, reedbed, saltmarsh and open brackish water.
Tollesbury Wick marsh is of a similar character but with less penetration by creeks
and fleets. There is no significant settlement within the zone which is highly important
in terms of the natural environment. The whole zone is a Site of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSI) and part of an Environmentally Sensitive Area (ESA) Large parts are
also Ramsar designated and part of a National Nature Reserve (NNR). The zone
contains two Scheduled Monuments.
Historic Landscape Character: The natural saltings within the zone probably
began to be enclosed during the medieval period. The process of reclamation was
certainly well underway by the late 16th century and by the late 18th century the Old
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Hall and Tollesbury Wick marshes (together with some adjacent areas which were
converted from grazing marsh to arable in the 20th century) appear to have been
fully reclaimed providing rich grazing for both cattle and sheep. The identification of a
number of Dutch tobacco pipes within the sea wall at Tollesbury hints at the
involvement of immigrants from the Low Countries in the erection and maintenance
of the sea walls. Old Hall Marshes provide the largest remnant of unimproved
grassland in Essex. An area of former grazing marsh that was converted to arable
in the second half of the 20th century know forms part of a managed realignment
scheme.
Archaeological Character: This zone contains a highly significant range of
archaeological sites and monuments, these include the zone include the sea walls
themselves and internal banks (counter walls), Red Hills, further unidentified
mounds, duck decoys oyster beds and a number of miscellaneous earthworks. Two
of the duck decoy ponds are protected as Scheduled Monuments. Oyster pits are
recorded throughout the zone. The sea walls and counter walls are of varying age
but probably date from the medieval period onwards. Exploitation of the zone in the
Late Iron Age and Roman period is characterised by the number of red hills on the
interface between the land and marsh areas. Detailed archaeological surveys have
been undertaken for Tollesbury Wick and Old Hall Marshes. There is significant
potential for palaeo-environmental and archaeological deposits within and below
deep alluvial sequences

•

Diversity

of

historic Contains

environment assets

extant

and

below

ground 3

archaeological features, decoys, red hills
etc

•

Survival

As a result of the nature of land use 3
survival is good

•

Documentation

HER,

marsh

surveys,

cartographic 3

sources
•

Group Value Association

Duck decoys, red hills, oyster pits, sea 3
walls counter walls
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•

Potential

Significant

potential

for

multi-period 3

deposits
•

Sensitivity to change

Highly sensitive to change

3

•

Amenity Value

High amenity value, with regard to both 3
the natural and historic environment

HECZ 8.2: North Bank of the Blackwater
Summary: This zone consists of the north bank of the Blackwater estuary between
Heybridge and Mill Creek near Tollesbury. Lying largely below the 5 metre contour
line, the zone comprises reclaimed saltings, notable for its high number of red hills.
Some mineral extraction has occurred in the western portion of the zone.
Landscape Character: The zone consists of reclaimed saltings, former grazing
marsh conveted to arable in the second half of the 20th century; the area is low lying
and bounded by the seawall to the south. Habitation is sparse with only occasional
isolated farms. The far west of the zone also has a recent leisure element with a
caravan park at Mill Beach.
Archaeological Character: The zone has significant potential for prehistoric
features/finds of Mesolithic/Neolithic date onwards. Collections of Mesolithic flintwork
have been recovered at many locations in the intertidal zones of the Blackwater
estuaries. In several locations preserved landsurfaces of Neolithic date have been
identified within the inter tidal area. A line of red hills, some now a little way inland,
mark the line of the estuary or creeks during the Late Iron Age and Roman periods,
clearly indicating the importance of salt production in the economy of the area at this
time. A total of nine duck decoy ponds have been identified from aerial photography
with the site at the Gore Decoy pond being protected as a Scheduled Monument.
Further features include former seawalls, present sea walls and other features
related to land reclamation have been identified.
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Fig. 27 Decoy pond at Goldhanger
•
•

Diversity

of

historic Red hills, sea walls, decoys, formerly 3

environment assets

inter-tidal buried archaeological deposits

Survival

Survival

where

not

compromised

by 2

mineral extraction is generally good
•

Documentation

HER, Survey work, NMP

2

•

Group Value Association

Red hills, decoy ponds

2

•

Potential

Has

good

potential

for

surviving 2

archaeological deposits associated with
exploitation of the estuary
•

Sensitivity to change

Highly sensitive to change

2

•

Amenity Value

Potential to explain human interaction with 2
nature in the coastal zone over the past
10,000

years

in

neighbouring zones.
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HECZ 8.3 North Intertidal Zone
Summary: Contained between the seawall to the north and the main channel of the
Blackwater estuary to the south, this zone consists of large expanses of mudflat
covered over at high water. Within the inte-tidal area important deposits of early
prehistoric date have been identified comprising land surfaces with extensive
evidence of occupation particularly during the Neolithic. Wooden structures,
including some very large fish traps of Saxon date lie within this zone. High quality
environmental deposits survive within this zone preserved by the water logged nature
of the soils.
Landscape Character: Lying between the low and high water marks the expanses
of the mudflats are exposed at low water, there are a number of areas of saltmarsh
adjacent to the shore. The flats are cut by a number of small creeks retaining water
at low tide. Traditional activities within the zone include fowling and fishing. The
extremely rich mudflats are important for many species of birds.
Archaeological Character: During periods of lower sea levels in prehistory the zone
was largely dry land on the north bank of the Blackwater and appears to have been
extensively occupied/utilised from the Mesolithic period onwards. Deposition of river
silts during subsequent rises in sea level has resulted at least in part, of the
preservation of highly significant prehistoric land surfaces. Exposures of the old land
surface at The Stumble and at Rolls Farm have revealed large quantities of finds of
Neolithic date these areas are essentially substantial fragments of preserved
prehistoric land surfaces with well preserved settlement evidence. Of further interest
is the large amount of environmental evidence recovered shedding light on the
environment and economy of period. Within the zone a series of wooden structures
have been identified from aerial photography, including a number of large fish traps..
radio-carbon dating of the wood has established these as of middle Saxon date.
Around Collins creek there is a vast complex of such structures and the fish trap at
the Nass, Tollesbury is protected as a Scheduled Monument. Toward the landward
edge of the zone there are a number of Red Hills and post medieval wrecks and
landing points are situated throughout the zone.
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•
•

Diversity

of

historic Include buried land surfaces, flint scatters, 3

environment assets

Environmental deposits, fish traps etc.

Survival

Survival is generally good and in places 3
exceptional but subject to erosion

•

Documentation

HER, Hullbridge Survey and more recent 3
coastal zone survey, excavation reports

•

Group Value Association

Buried land surfaces, wooden structures, 3
wrecks

•

Potential

High

potential

for

significant 3

archaeological deposits
•

Sensitivity to change

Very sensitive to change

3

•

Amenity Value

Potential to explain human interaction 2
with nature in the coastal zone over the
past 10,000 years in conjunction with
neighbouring zones.

HECZ 8.4 Osea Island
Summary: Osea is an island located in the Blackwater estuary forming a low ridge
bordered to the north and east by saltmarsh. Osea Island has preserved much of its
medieval and post medieval landscape. The island has an important military history
especially relating to the two World Wars at which time it was used as a naval base.
Landscape Character: The island is flat and low lying containing one settlement at
Osea Farm. The landscape comprises rectangular fields and much of its medieval
and post medieval landscape is well preserved. A single farm was located on the
islands in the medieval period. In the 1900’s Osea Island was owned by the
Charrington family who established a home for inebriates.
Archaeological Character: Only limited archaeological work has been undertaken
on Osea Island. Roman pottery has been recorded from the island which has been
interpreted as probably being associated with agricultural activity or related to coastal
activities. It is likely the island has been occupied from at least this date and further
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finds/deposits may be expected. Osea has been employed during both World Wars
as a naval base and a number of structures relating to this military activity survive in
a good degree of preservation. In the First World War the island was used as the
Coastal Motor Boat Base, with 12 boats each able to carry a single torpedo.
Accommodation was provided for nearly 700 military personnel, with new huts built
and the sanatorium converted. Two pill boxes are located within the sea wall at the
eastern end of the island.
An assessment of the Historic Environment of Heybridge (O’Connor 2007) has been
undertaken which includes detailed information on the historic settlement, buildings
and landscape of the parish.
•

Diversity of
historic Below ground deposits, modern military 2
environment assets
archaeology

•

Survival

Survival of a number of military features is 2
good, Below ground deposits likely to
survive well

•

Documentation

HER data, settlement assessment, military 3
assessment

•

Group Value Association

Military remains

2

•

Potential

Good potential especially for military sites 2
and buried archaeology

•

Sensitivity to change

All features sensitive to change

2

•

Amenity Value

Military resource provides some potential 1
for promotion, access is limited.

HECZ 8.5 Maldon Intertidal
Summary: Stretching from Maldon to the east of the Northey Island, the zone
contains large areas of exposed mudflats at low water. With a high potential for
prehistoric archaeology, the zone also at least partially encompasses the site of the
Battle of Maldon.
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Landscape Character: An area largely consisting of intertidal mudflats, saltings and
creeks surrounding Northey Island. The main channel, Collier’s Reach, leads to the
moorings at Maldon. The Estuarine Marsh/Mudflats landscape is particularly affected
by ongoing change due to dynamic coastal processes, and this is a key influence on
the future management of these landscapes.

Archaeological Character: During periods of lower sea levels in prehistory the zone
was largely dry land on the north bank of the Blackwater and appears to have been
extensively occupied/utilised from the Mesolithic period onwards. Deposition of river
silts during subsequent rises in sea level has resulted at least in part, of the
preservation of highly significant prehistoric land surfaces. Deposits have been found
both on the southern side of Northey Island and on the southern shore of the
Blackwater. The causeway leading from Northey Island to the mainland is thought to
form part of the area in which the Battle of Maldon (991AD) was fought. The western
end of the causeway across the saltings is part of the area included within the
English Heritage Registered Battlefield site. The zone contains a number of postmedieval hulks and wrecks including three Thames Barges.
•

Diversity

of

historic Wide range of assets including below 2

environment assets

ground archaeology and Battlefield

•

Survival

Archaeological survival is good

2

•

Documentation

HER data, Anglo-Saxon poem, Survey

2

•

Group Value Association

Prehistoric deposits, wrecks and battlefield 2
enhance group value

•

Potential

High potential

2

•

Sensitivity to change

Sensitive to change

2

•

Amenity Value

High

amenity

battlefield
assests
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HECZ 8.6 Northey Island
Summary: Low lying island at the western end of the Blackwater estuary most of
which is now saltmarsh. The island was the landing place of the Viking army in the
late 10th century prior to the Battle of Maldon.
Landscape Character: Northey Island, now owned by the National Trust, is low lying
and up to the late 19th century was largely under a regime of arable and pasture. A
major storm in 1897 breached the sea wall and changed the island’s character. The
damage was never repaired and approximately two thirds of the island has now
reverted to saltmarsh. A single building, Northey House is located on the island. The
island is now a National Trust property.
Archaeological Character: Evidence of multi-period occupation has been identified
around the coast of the island. The most famous event in the island was on August
10th, 991 when a band of Viking raiders camped on Northey Island after a series of
raids along the Essex coast. It was the base from which Olaf Tryggvason and his
Danish army attacked and defeated Earl Brythnoth and the Saxon army at the Battle
of Maldon. The main engagement however is thought to have taken place in the area
where the causeway joins the mainland and it is unlikely that any evidence for the
battle exists on the island itself.
There are at least two earth mounds of undetermined date and function located on
the island. Fairly modern exploitation of the marshlands is evidenced with the
presence of a duck decoy pond on the eastern side and oyster pits on the western
part of the island.
•
•

Diversity

of

historic Prehistoric deposits, extant mounds, base 2

environment assets

of Danish army in 991AD

Survival

Likely to be good but nothing visible 2
relating to the battle

•

Documentation

HER data, cartographic sources and 3
Anglo-Saxon poem

•

Group Value Association

Extant mounds, below ground deposits, 2
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site of Danish encampment
•

Archaeological

Potential

deposits

have

good 2

potential
•

Sensitivity to change

Deposits are sensitive to change

2

•

Amenity Value

High amenity value because of the history 2
of the island.

HECZ 8.7 Blackwater Estuary
Summary: This zone comprises the Blackwater estuary below the low water mark.
The zone contains significant multi period archaeological features throughout its
length many of which have been identified during detailed survey work. The river is
important for both commercial and leisure activities.
Landscape Character: The broad expanse of the Blackwater estuary has been a
major artery for trade and transport, together with a source of fish and shell fish, for
millennia. In the recent past particularly during the 19th century the estuary was a
focus of the oyster industry as shown by the number of oyster pits and fish traps
along its length. Now mainly used by leisure craft the estuary still has some
commercial and fishing traffic together.
Archaeological Character: During periods of lower sea levels in prehistory the zone
was largely dry land on the north bank of the Blackwater and appears to have been
extensively occupied/utilised from the Mesolithic period onwards. Deposition of river
silts during subsequent rises in sea level has resulted at least in part, of the
preservation of highly significant prehistoric land surfaces. A series of wooden fish
traps have been identified to the north and south which extend into this zone. A
range of wrecks and other nautical remains are likely to be present reflecting the
maritime use of this zone over thousands of years
•

Diversity

of

historic Prehistoric land surfaces, Fish traps and 3

environment assets

wooden structures. Wrecks, hulks and

127

EB018
possible aircraft crash sites
•

Survival

Preservation of deposits is generally good

2

•

Documentation

HER data, aerial photography

2

•

Group Value Association

Buried land surface, wooden structures, 2
wrecks etc.

•

Potential

High potential for multi-period deposits 2
and sites

•

Sensitivity to change

Fragile

deposits

but

not

generally 2

threatened
•

Amenity Value

Zone can be promoted along with the 2
evidence in the inter tidal zones.

HECZ 8.8 South Blackwater Intertidal Zone
Summary: The zone is situated between the seawall to the south and the main
channel of the Blackwater estuary to the north, and consists of large expanses of
mudflat covered over at high water. The potential for significant archaeological
deposits particularly of prehistoric date is high.
Landscape Character: Lying between the low and high water marks, the expanses
of the mudflats are exposed at low water. Traditional activities within the zone include
fowling and fishing. The extremely rich mudflats are important for many species of
birds.
Archaeological Character: During periods of lower sea levels in prehistory the
zone was largely dry land on the south bank of the Blackwater and appears to have
been extensively occupied/utilised from the Mesolithic period onwards. Deposition of
river silts during subsequent rises in sea level has resulted at least in part, of the
preservation of highly significant prehistoric land surfaces, particularly within the
Lawford/Mayland creek system. Exposures of the old land surface at have produced
quantities of finds of Neolithic date and a number of in situ archaeological features.
Of further interest is the large amount of environmental evidence recovered shedding
light on the environment and economy of the prehistoric periods represented. Within
the zone a series of wooden structures have been identified including a substantial
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timber fish trap now scheduled. Post medieval wrecks and landing points are
situated throughout the zone.

•

Diversity

of

historic Buried

environment assets

land

surface

and

prehistoric 3

deposits, wooden structures, wrecks and
hulks

•

Survival

Generally good levels of survival

3

•

Documentation

HER data

2

•

Group Value Association

Prehistoric deposits

2

•

Potential

High potential for well preserved deposits

3

•

Sensitivity to change

Fragile deposits largely subject to natural 3
processes

•

Amenity Value

Amenity

value

environment

high

for

understanding

historic 2
although

cannot be displayed within the zone.

HECZ 8.9 South Bank of the Blackwater Estuary
Summary: Lying largely at or below the 5 metre contour, much of the zone consists
of reclaimed saltings and is now under arable or pasture. The area has significant
archaeological potential.
Landscape Character: Historically consisting of Ramsey Island and significant areas
of saltmarsh much of the zone has been reclaimed and is now under arable and
pasture. A slightly higher area to the west of the zone contained a medieval Cluniac
Priory, founded in 1112, now forming part of Stansgate Abbey Farm. The former
Ramsey Island is now substantially occupied by modern settlement. To the east of
the zone, the land rises to around 30 metres at Beacon Hill Farm. Modern leisure
facilities for camping and caravanning are well established at St. Lawrence Bay and
Canney House at Mayland Creek.
Archaeological Character: The zone has a varied range of archaeological deposits
and features. Stansgate Abbey Farm is the site of a Cluniac Priory founded in
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1112AD. It was dissolved during the Reformation and there now remains little to be
seen. Quantities of 13th century pot found south of Ramsey Island demonstrate
medieval activity within the zone outside the priory. Also recorded within the area are
cropmarks of a possible enclosure, red hills, a decoy pond and World War II
defensive features situated on or close to the sea wall. Two of the 68 embarkation
hards built around Southern Britain during World War Two in preparation for D-Day
were constructed in this zone and still survives in excellent condition, as the berthing
point for Marconi Sailing Club and Stone Sailing Club.
•
•

Diversity

of

historic Cluniac Priory, cropmarks, red hills, decoy 2

environment assets

and World War II sites

Survival

Little remains above ground of the priory 2
Below ground deposits will survive well.

•

Documentation

HER data, Military survey

2

•

Group Value Association

World War II monuments

2

•

Potential

Good potential for survival of multi-period 2
deposits across the zone

•

Sensitivity to change

Archaeological

deposits

sensitive

to 2

change
•

Amenity Value

Potential for the promotion of the historic 2
environment

within

the

zone,

and

especially if amalgamated with other
zones in the Blackwater Estuary.
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HECA 9

The Western Dengie

Fig. 28 HECA 9 The Western Dengie
HECZ 9.1: The Purleigh area
Summary: This zone lies to the south-west of Maldon. The surface geology is
largely London clay, with head deposits and glacio-fluvial sands and gravels to the
west and north. The historic field-system is very mixed with a range of field types,
parts of which may be mid-late Saxon in origin. The zone has a highly dispersed
medieval settlement pattern, comprising individual farms and manors. The zone
contains one of the best preserved World War I landing-strips at Stow Maries. The
historic environment comprises a number of cropmark complexes in the north of the
zone.
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Historic Landscape Character: Much of the field system is similar to that of the
Dengie Peninsula, comprising a distinctive co-axial rectilinear field pattern, although it
becomes increasingly less regular in the northern and western parts of the zone.
This field-type is of considerable antiquity, and may have its origins in the mid-late
Saxon period, if not before. In the northern part of the area the fieldscape largely
comprises pre-18th century fields (these are probably of medieval origin and some
maybe even older), mostly regular in plan. On a micro-scale there is a considerable
degree of co-axiality in their layout, usually relating directly to the immediate
topography. The river valleys are marked by an irregular field pattern, much of it
enclosed meadow.

There are some areas of ancient woodland and former

commons, moist notably at Cock Clarks and Fuzsey Common.

Historically the

settlement is dispersed, comprising isolated manors, farms, moated sites and small
hamlets.
Archaeological Character:
There are a number of cropmarks, including those of possible prehistoric enclosures
in the northern half of the area. However the London Clay area is not conducive to
cropmark formation and little archaeological fieldwork has been undertaken in this
zone, so the archaeological potential is currently uncertain, particularly for the earlier
periods. The field-system is believed to be of considerable antiquity, with some of it
dating back to the mid-late Saxon period, although some elements may be older.
Historically, settlement was highly dispersed with isolated farms, small hamlets
fringing the greens, a church/hall complex at Woodham Mortimer, and the historic
settlement at Purleigh which includes a moated mound is protected as a Scheduled
Monument at Purleigh. More recent archaeology includes part of the former branch
railway line which once linked Maldon and Woodham Ferrers the World War I
landing-strip at Stow Maries which is one of the best preserved of its type.
•

Diversity

of

historic Field-system,

isolated

farms,

church/hall 2

environment assets

complex, crop-marks

•

Survival

Good survival of historic environment assets

2

•

Documentation

HER data, military reports, NMP

2

•

Group Value Association

Field-system, Crop-mark complex, World 2
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War I airfield complex
•

Potential

Potential for surviving landscape features 2
and archaeological deposits

•

Sensitivity to change

Archaeological deposits, field-system and 2
building complexes are sensitive to change

•

Amenity Value

The area has a distinctive historic character 2
of its own, and taken in conjunction with the
adjoining estuaries has a high amenity value

HECZ 9.2: The Mundon area
Summary: This zone lies at the western end of the Dengie peninsula, and extends
as far north as the southern edge of Maldon urban area. The surface geology is
largely London clay, with head deposits and alluvium in the valleys of the Mundon
Wash and Mundon Creek. The zone contains the only registered battle site in Essex
comprising the Battle of Maldon, held in 991 between the Saxons under Earl
Brythnoth and the Viking invaders.

Historic Landscape Character: Mundon Marsh and Creek originally extended as far
inland as Mundon Hall. The field system is similar to that of the rest of the Dengie,
comprising a distinctive co-axial rectilinear field pattern, although it becomes
somewhat less regular in the northern and western parts of the zone.

It is of

considerable antiquity, and may have its origins in the mid-late Saxon period, if not
before.

The historic settlement pattern comprises a church/hall complex and

dispersed farmsteads.
Archaeological Character: The soil-type is not conducive to cropmark formation
and only limited archaeological fieldwork has been undertaken in this zone. Red hills
have been recorded including one on the edge of the former Mundon Marsh which
are indicative of Late Iron Age and Roman exploitation of the coast. The field-system
is believed to be of considerable antiquity dating back to the mid-late Saxon period,
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although some elements may be older. This zone incorporates the landward portion
of the Battle of Maldon, held in 991 between the Saxons under Earl Brythnoth and
the Viking invaders. Historically, settlement was highly dispersed with isolated farms
and a church/hall complex at Mundon.

In the 18th century Mundon marsh was

reclaimed, the original sea-walls are still visible. And in 1832 a Canal was built
linking the River Blackwater at Southey Creek with White House Farm, in order to
move agricultural produce. The course of the canal can still be traced and traces of
old wooden piling and lock basin brickwork survive.
•

Diversity

of

historic Field-system,

isolated

farms,

church/hall 2

environment assets

complex, archaeological deposits, battle site

•

Survival

Good survival of historic environment assets

2

•

Documentation

HER data, Poem,

2

•

Group Value Association

Field-system, White House Farm canal

2

•

Potential

Potential for surviving landscape features 2
and archaeological deposits

•

Sensitivity to change

Archaeological deposits, field-system and 2
building complexes are sensitive to change

•

Amenity Value

The area has a distinctive character of its 2
own, and taken in conjunction with the
adjoining estuaries has a high amenity value
especially with the site of the Battle of
Maldon included

HECZ 9.3: The Dengie
Summary: This zone lies in the centre of the Dengie peninsula. The surface geology
is largely London clay, with some areas of Claygate beds and sand and gravel at the
eastern end of the area, the latter originates as river terraces marking the course
former Medway. It is characterised by the historic rectilinear field-system, and
dispersed historic settlement comprising church/hall complexes, moated sites and
individual farms.
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Historic Landscape Character: There is a ridge of slightly higher ground running
down the centre of the zone, drained by a few small streams. The field system is
similar to that of the Canewdon area to the south of the Crouch, comprising a
distinctive co-axial rectilinear field pattern (known as Dengie-form after this area).
These are of considerable antiquity, and may have their origins in the middle Saxon
period, if not before.

The field boundaries were historically bordered by elm

hedgerows, but the elm standards were lost in the 1970s because of Dutch Elm
Disease. The historic settlement is largely scattered along the roads along the top of
the ridge, at Latchingdon, Althorne and Mayland. North Fambridge and Maylandsea
are sited close to the Crouch and Blackwater estuaries respectively. Historically the
settlement pattern was highly dispersed with isolated farms and moated sites.
Archaeological Character: Little archaeological work has been undertaken within
the zone.

However, occupation from the prehistoric period onwards have been

identified on the northern side of the Crouch Estuary. The eastern end of the zone
contains important river gravels deposited in the former valley of the River Medway in
the Pleistocene period with the potential for Paleolithic or Pleistocene deposits being
present. Quantities of flintwork and evidence of an Iron Age cemetery have been
found in the southern part of the zone.

The field-system is believed to be of

considerable antiquity dating back to the mid-late Saxon period although some
elements may be older. There are a number of church/hall complexes such as those
at Snoreham, Mayland, Althorne and Steeple.
•

Diversity

of

historic Field-system,

moated

sites,

church/hall 3

environment assets

complexes, prehistoric and Roman sites

•

Survival

Good survival of historic environment assets

2

•

Documentation

HER data

2

•

Group Value Association

Field-system, church hall complexes

2

•

Potential

Potential for surviving landscape features 2
and archaeological deposits

•

Sensitivity to change

Archaeological deposits, field-system and 2
building complexes are sensitive to change

•

Amenity Value

The area has a distinctive character of its 2
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own, and taken in conjunction with the
adjoining estuaries has a high amenity value
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HECA 10 Southminster to Bradwell

Fig. 29 HECA 10 Southminster to Bradwell
HECZ 10.1 Bradwell airfield and power station
Summary: This zone comprises Bradwell Waterside, the former airfield and Nuclear
Power Station at the north-eastern end of the Dengie Peninsula.

The surface

geology is a mix of head deposits and river terrace gravels associated with the
former valley of the river Medway.
Historic Landscape Character: This zone originally formed part of the ‘Dengie-form’
type of co-axial, rectilinear field-system.

However this pattern has largely been

obliterated by the subsequent military and industrial uses of the zone.

A small

hamlet and quay developed at Bradwell Waterside in the Saxon or early medieval
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period. Extensive changes to the landscape took place during the Second World
War with the construction of an airfield as well as a number of pill boxes. To the north
of this is Bradwell nuclear power station, a first generation “ Magnox” power station.
Work began in January 1957 and it began supplying electricity to the National Grid by
1962. The site ceased generating electricity in 2002 and is currently being
decommissioned.
Archaeological Character: The zone is sited on important river gravels deposited in
the former valley of the River Medway in the Pleistocene period. Bore-hole evidence
has given important information on the palaeogeography for the Neolithic and Bronze
Age from this zone. A saltern has been identified indicating Roman occupation and
exploitation of the zone. A small hamlet and quay developed at Bradwell Waterside
in the Saxon or early medieval period. The strategic coastal position of the parish led
to a pre-war landing ground being developed into Bradwell Airfield. It was established
in 1937 to service aircraft using the nearby bombing range and enlarged to a full
airfield in 1941. The main runways and control tower survive and a number of other
buildings have been reused.
An assessment of the Historic Environment of Bradwell-on-Sea (O’Connor 2006) has
been undertaken which includes detailed information on the historic settlement,
buildings and landscape of the parish. This covers parts of this zone.
•

Diversity of
historic Range of palaeo-environmental,
environment assets
archaeological, military and industrial

3

features
•

Survival

Potential for good survival in areas

2

undisturbed by power station or airfield
•

Documentation

HER data, NMP data, excavation data,

3

military survey, borehole survey
•

Group Value Association

Historic structures associated with Bradwell

2

Waterside and the airfield
•

Potential

Potential for surviving deposits in
undisturbed areas.
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•

Sensitivity to change

Military remains and below-ground deposits

2

are sensitive to change
•

Amenity Value

Bradwell Waterside, military evidence and

2

modern development all have potential
amenity value in explaining the history and
development of the area

HECZ 10.2 Othona and St Peters Chapel
Summary: This zone is situated in the far north eastern corner of the Dengie area.
The zone is characterised by a promontory of higher ground, formed from glacial
deposits on London Clay, that form a ridge of higher ground, which would have stood
clear of the surrounding salt marsh. It comprises the remains of the Saxon shore fort
and settlement at the headland and the Roman road leading to them. It also contains
the early medieval church of St Peters and possible Saxon settlement. The Saxon
estates later became the medieval manors, including East Hall Farm. The surface
geology is a mix of head deposits with outcrops of London Clay. It forms part of the
historic settlement of Bradwell-on-Sea.
Historic Landscape Character: The coastal ‘tip’ afforded a strategic position for
defence purposes. The Roman fort was located on the extreme eastern point of dry
land on a creek. Coring work has revealed that there were substantial inlets from the
sea, one reaching to the fort, providing a sheltered anchorage. Cropmarks reveal the
remains of a regimented, rectilinear field system of possible Roman origin upon the
higher ground closer to the village. Shallow gully features broadly aligned with the
fort possibly represent agricultural or horticultural activity.
Archaeological Character: Bore-hole evidence has given important information on
the palaeo-geography for the Neolithic and Bronze Age from this zone. The zone has
important Roman military sites with the remains of a Saxon shore fort and associated
settlement to the north. East End Road follows the course of a Roman road running
along a ridge of higher ground to the fort, which is protected as a Scheduled
Monument. Othona is considered to have been built around c.250-270 AD and was
mentioned in the Notitia Dignitatum as under the command of the Count of the Saxon
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Shore in Britain. The construction of the fort and its defences was substantial, with
thick walls surrounded by a wide ditch. Geophysical survey has shown a settlement
associated to the fort extending westwards down the Roman road.
By the 5th century there is evidence that the Roman fort had been abandoned. It has
been suggested that there may have been an Anglo-Saxon settlement, known as
Ythancestir, from the 5th century onwards. The ruins of the Roman fort were used as
a site of a monastery in the Saxon period. The church of St Peters, protected as a
Scheduled Monument, is thought to be the monastery built by St. Cedd, a monk from
Holy Island, Lindisfarne, around 653AD when King Oswiu of Northumbria, having
imposed his overlordship, persuaded King Sigebert II of Essex to adopt Christianity.
The Saxon estates became medieval manors after 1066 and part of the land was
held by the monastery of St Valery. During the medieval period there appears to
have been some consolidation of the Domesday manors.
An assessment of the Historic Environment of Bradwell-on-Sea (O’Connor 2006) has
been undertaken which includes detailed information on the historic settlement,
buildings and landscape of the parish and includes all of this zone.

•

Diversity
of
historic Range of Roman military and civil remains,
environment assets
Saxon religious house and Medieval

3

manorial estates.
•

Survival

Part of the fort defences survive. St Peters

3

nave walls still survive and the chapel is of
extreme interest as one of the earliest
surviving churches in England.
•

Documentation

Historical sources, HER data, NMP data,

3

excavation data, survey data, borehole
survey
•

Group Value Association

Historic structures associated with Roman
defences and Saxon monastery, field
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systems
•

Potential

High Potential for surviving archaeological

3

deposits
•

Sensitivity to change

Fort remains and below-ground deposits are

3

sensitive to change. Chapel?
•

Amenity Value

Very high value due to the survival of the

3

chapel and elements of the Roman fort.
Potential for further promotion and
management of the zone

HECZ 10.3: Bradwell-On-Sea and Tillingham
Summary: This zone comprises the historic settlements of Bradwell-on-Sea and
Tillingham. The geology is composed of London Clay outcropping at the base of low
hills capped with glacial deposits and fluvial sands and gravels.

The zone is

characterised by a medieval landscape of settlement, comprising church/hall
complexes, farms and small hamlets, set within an ancient rectilinear field-system. In
addition, Roman influences can be observed in the transport system and remains of
salterns closer to the coast which in modern times was used strategically for World
War II defences. It forms part of the historic settlement of Bradwell-on-Sea and
Tillingham.
Historic Landscape Character: This zone originally formed part of the ‘Dengie-form’
type of co-axial, rectilinear field-system. These fields are definitely medieval in origin
and given the known history of the zone it is possible that the basic framework was
laid out in the Saxon period. The zone had a close relationship to the coastal area
(zones 8.1, 8.3) which had been utilised for coastal related activities over time from
Roman salterns to Post medieval duck decoy ponds and World War II defensive
sites. Small-scale industrial activity has utilised the natural resources with gravel
workings, brickworks and kiln sites within the zone.
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Archaeological Character:

Prehistoric and later activity is indicated by the

cropmark complexes across this zone.

The presence of ring ditches clearly

indicates occupation of the gravel terrace above the marsh area in the prehistoric
period. Roman occupation is attested to with three Roman roads running east-west
parallel to each other with destinations ending at Othona, one at Tillingham and one
along the Grange Road. The remains of red hills along the boundary with the former
saltmarsh form part of the Roman saltworking industry for which there is extensive
evidence on the edge of the zone. The village of Tillingham first appears in the
historical record c. 610 in the Cartularium Saxonicum, when it was granted by King
Æthelbert of Kent to Bishop Mellitus to help fund his new Bishopric of London. In
1066 at the end of the Saxon period the Domesday Book the vill of Tillingham was a
single manor, still belonging to St Paul’s. The historic core of Tillingham contains the
12th century Church and a number of 17th-19th century properties. The present
village of Bradwell-on-Sea is thought to date from the 13th century and be linked to a
shift in settlement from the coast. St Thomas parish church dates from this time. The
medieval manors of Down Hall and Bradwell Hall were situated to the north and
southwest of the village, respectively and there were a number of smaller manors.
Post medieval expansion of the villages and increased wealth in the area is apparent
in the ‘gentrification’ of Bradwell Lodge and creation of a landscape park, designed
by the architect John Johnson in the late classical design and with the model farm
designed by Frederick Chancellor at New Hall Farm.
An assessment of the Historic Environment of Bradwell-on-Sea (O’Connor 2006) and
Tillingham (Medlycott 2007), both of which have conservation areas,

has been

undertaken which includes detailed information on the historic settlement, buildings
and landscape of the parish.
•

Diversity of
historic Field-system, isolated farms, church/hall
environment assets
complex, cropmarks, industrial activity,

•

Survival

Good survival of historic environment assets

2

•

Documentation

Cartographic evidence, historical sources,

3

HER data, NMP data, excavation data,
borehole survey, settlement assessments
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•

Group Value Association

Settlements, cropmarks, field system

3

•

Potential

High potential for further archaeological

3

deposits.
•

Sensitivity to change

Archaeological deposits and conservation

2

areas are sensitive to change
•

Amenity Value

The historic settlements have potential to be

2

promoted to the local community and a wider
audience.

HECZ 10.4 Village of Asheldham and cropmark complexes
Summary: The zone is characterised by a dispersed medieval settlement pattern,
comprising individual farms and manors located around the historic village of
Asheldham. The zone contains extensive archaeological deposits including three
scheduled monuments; one an Iron Age defensive earthwork and two cropmark
complexes. The surface geology is a mix of head deposits and river terrace gravels
associated with the former valley of the river Medway with outcrops of London Clay.
Historic Landscape Character:. There is evidence for pastoral cultivation dating
back to before the construction of the Iron Age hillfort and finds of Neolithic pottery
may indicate settlement. The fort is located centrally within the Dengie Peninsula
upon a plateau, rather than hill, with commanding views south down to the
Asheldham Brook allowing the fort to be seen from a considerable distance. There is
evidence for a buried creek system that would have provided navigational waters
from the Crouch estuary to the site at Asheldham (See HECZ 10.3). Asheldham
brook flows west east across the zone splitting it into two low ridges sloping down to
the marshes in the east. Much of the field system is similar to that of the Dengie
Peninsula, comprising a distinctive co-axial rectilinear field pattern. This field-type is
of considerable antiquity, and may have its origins in the mid-late Saxon period, if not
before. The medieval settlement was dispersed with isolated farms, manorial
complexes and the historic settlement of Asheldham. A largely rural economy has
existed to modern times however recent mineral extraction has occurred over a
relatively large proportion of the zone.
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An assessment of the Historic Environment of Southminster has been undertaken
which includes detailed information on the historic settlement, buildings and
landscape of the parish which covers part of this zone.
Archaeological Character: The zone is dominated by dense cropmark complexes
that, together with earthwork features and excavated evidence reveal a rich, multiperiod landscape of settlement and activity. The extensive cropmark complexes, two
of which are protected as Scheduled Monuments, comprise several ring ditches,
large rectangular enclosures and possible house platforms as well as a number of
other features, many of which may be related to the Iron Age or earlier occupation.
The Scheduled areas only cover a small part of the full extent of the cropmark
complexes. An earthwork comprising the univallate hillfort at End Way Farm, a bank
and ditch of up to 10m width excavations have demonstrated that it was occupied
during the Middle Iron Age, the site is also a Scheduled Monument. The later Roman
road running east-west respects the earlier hillfort and probably led to a settlement at
the village and beyond to the salterns along the edge of the saltmarsh. There is
evidence for Saxon settlement below the later medieval church of St Lawrence and it
appears that the hillfort may have been re-used in the medieval period.

•

Diversity of
historic Multi-period cropmark complexes,
environment assets
prehistoric defensive earthworks, possible

3

deserted medieval settlement, landscape
features
•

Survival

Good survival of below-ground features, field

3

system
•

Documentation

HER data, NMP data, excavation data,

2

Scheduled Monuments
•

Group Value Association

Cropmarks, field system

2

•

Potential

Good potential for below ground deposits

3

•

Sensitivity to change

Crop mark complexes, field systems and

3

scheduled monuments highly sensitive to
change
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•

Amenity Value

Potential for promotion of the Scheduled

2

Monuments and cropmark landscape as well
as the zones inter-relationship with the
marshland to the east.

HECZ 10.5 Southminster and scattered farms towards the Crouch coast
Summary: This zone comprises the land between Burnham, the Crouch Estuary
and the northern edge of Southminster.

The surface geology is a mix of head

deposits and river terrace gravels associated with the former valley of the river
Medway with outcrops of London Clay.

It contains the Scheduled Monument of

earthworks within Pandole Wood, the historic settlement of Southminster and post
medieval to modern industrial and recreational development towards the estuary.
Historic Landscape Character: The zone is dominated by an area of higher ground
(c.30mOD) in the west capped by river terrace sands and gravels, there are head
deposits on the lower slopes up to the interface with the former saltmarsh. To the
south the zone extends to the coast which is the northern coast of the River Crouch.
The majority of the zone originally formed part of the ‘Dengie-form’ type of co-axial,
rectilinear field-system, although it becomes increasingly less regular in the south
due to the coastal influence.

This field-type is of considerable antiquity, and may

have its origins in the mid-late Saxon period, if not before. However this pattern has
largely been obliterated through modern farming techniques leading to boundary
loss, and village expansion and quarrying largely in the northern half of the zone.
The medieval village developed from the late Saxon predecessor around the church
and along the High Street, with the manor house of Southminster Hall located on the
eastern edges of the settlement. The post-medieval village is a typical example of a
small nucleated settlement of that period.
Archaeological Character: The zone is rich in archaeological deposits of multiperiod date. Cropmarks are present throughout the zone, however, the more
complex groups are located in the southern part of the zone. Within Pandole Wood
on the eastern side of Southminster is an earthwork complex, variously interpreted in
the past as an Iron Age, Roman or Viking enclosure.
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rectangular enclosure formed from banks enclosing a waterlogged interior with a
small central mound. The siting of the enclosure, on the eastern edge of the sand
and gravel ridge, provides views to the north across the Asheldham Brook to the
early Iron Age hill-fort at Asheldham Camp (see HECZ 10.4) and to the east and
south-east across the coastal marsh. At the end of the Saxon period the Domesday
Book records the manor of Southminster belonging to the Bishop of London. The
manor had a relatively high population and there was probably a village centred on
the Minster church at Southminster itself.

The area has a long history of agricultural

activity; sea defences were built within the former marsh to facilitate the improvement
of the grazing land during the post medieval period. A variety of post medieval
industrial activity was conducted within the zone on a small or domestic scale,
including milling and malting as well as brickworks and quarrying. Later, in the
industrial period, the railway arrived and Gas Works at Burnham, which used to
supply Southminster. During World War I there was a landing ground and flight
station located near to Burnham. Today the coastal area is used in recreational
activities. The modern expansion of Southminster has grown to envelope its’ former
‘satellite’ settlements such as North End, however the small historic core survives
partially with a small number of listed buildings dating from the 16th to 19th century.
An assessment of the Historic Environment of Southminster has been undertaken
which includes detailed information on the historic settlement, buildings and
landscape of the parish. This covers parts of this zone.

•
•

Diversity of
historic Settlement evidence, earthworks, cropmarks
environment assets
Some loss of historic environment, erosion of
Survival

2
2

scheduled monument
•

Documentation

HER data, NMP data, excavation data,

2

settlement assessment
•

Group Value Association

cropmarks

2

•

Potential

Further archaeological deposits likely to be

2

present throughout the zone. Occupation
evidence within the settlement known to
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exist.
•

Sensitivity to change

Historic core, scheduled monument and

3

other known sites highly sensitive. Other
areas less so.
•

Amenity Value

Potential for the promotion of the settlement
of Southminster and its associated
Scheduled monument especially in
association with zones to the north, east and
south.
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HECA 11 Dengie Marshes

Fig. 30 HECA 11 Dengie Marshes
HECZ 11.1 Bradwell Marshes
Summary: This zone comprises part of the marshes at the end of the Dengie
peninsula. The surface geology is alluvium, overlying London Clay. Part of the
marshes of the historic settlements of Bradwell and Tillingham are located within this
zone.
Historic Landscape Character: This zone comprises the Bradwell Marshes, an area
of former salt-marsh that was reclaimed in the 17th century. They are characterised
by their open aspect and sinuous drainage channels, which fossilise the plan of the
tidal-creeks within the marsh.

Much of this zone formed the sheep-fold or pastures
148

EB018
of Pirimers, first mentioned in 1222 when it belonged to the Canons of St Pauls.
Drainage of this area began in 1611 and was complete by 1739.
Archaeological Character: In the prehistoric period the zone was tidal marsh-land,
intersected by numerous creeks. Bore-hole evidence from the north of the zone has
given important information on the palaeogeography for the Neolithic and Bronze
Age. There are several Red Hills dating to the late Iron Age and Roman period sited
along the interface between the dryland and the marsh. An 18th century duck decoy
pond was located to the north of Weatherwick Farm.
An assessment of the Historic Environments of Bradwell and Tillingham and their
parishes have been undertaken which includes detailed information on the historic
settlement, buildings and landscape of the parish. This covers parts of this zone and
zones 10.1, 10.2, 11.3, 11.4.
•

of
historic
Diversity of
historic Range
environment assets
archaeological features

•

Survival

Potential for good survival.

3

•

Documentation

HER data, NMP data, excavation data

3

•

Group Value Association

Landscape features

1

•

Potential

High potential for surviving deposits.

3

•

Sensitivity to change

Landscape

and

landscape

archaeological

and 3

deposits 3

highly sensitive to change.
•

Amenity Value

Potential for promoting the importance of the 2
historic

environment

within

the

Dengie

marshes

HECZ 11.2 Old Dengie Marshes
Summary:

This zone comprises part of the marshes at the end of the Dengie

peninsula. The surface geology is alluvium, overlying London Clay. These marshes
formed part of the historic settlements of Tillingham, Dengie, Southminster and
Burnham.
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Historic Landscape Character: This zone comprises the inland portion of the
Dengie Marshes, an area of former salt-marsh that was largely reclaimed in the 17th
century.

They are characterised by their open aspect and sinuous drainage

channels, which fossilise the plan of the tidal-creeks within the marsh.
this area began in 1611 and was largely complete by 1679.

Drainage of

A major factor in the

wealth of this area were the marshland pastures which provided rich grazing for
livestock and had an integrated relationship to the settlement on the higher ground to
the west.
Archaeological Character: In the prehistoric period the area was tidal marsh-land,
intersected by numerous creeks. There are numerous Red Hills dating to the late
Iron Age and Roman period sited along the interface between the dryland and the
marsh.

A number of early sea-defences have been identified, probably relating to

the piecemeal nature of the marsh enclosure.
An assessment of the Historic Environment of Tillingham has been undertaken which
includes detailed information on the historic settlement, buildings and landscape of
the parish. This covers parts of this zone.

•

of
historic
Diversity of
historic Range
environment assets
archaeological features

•

Survival

Potential for good survival.

3

•

Documentation

HER data, NMP data, excavation data

2

•

Group Value Association

Landscape features

1

•

Potential

High potential for surviving deposits.

3

•

Sensitivity to change

Landscape

and

landscape

archaeological

and 3

deposits 3

highly sensitive to change.
•

Amenity Value

Potential for promoting the importance of the 2
historic

environment

marshes
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within

the

Dengie
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HECZ 11.3 New Dengie Marshes
Summary: This zone comprises part of the marshes at the end of the Dengie
peninsula. The surface geology is alluvium, overlying London Clay, within this
alluvium, and buried below it is a chenier or sand and shell island. These marshes
formed part of the historic settlements of Tillingham, Dengie, Southminster and
Burnham.
Historic Landscape Character: This zone comprises the outer portion of the Dengie
Marshes, an area of former salt-marsh that was largely reclaimed in the 17th century.
A row of farms (Bridgewick, Middlewick, the Mountsales, Deal Hall, Coney Hall, East
Wick and Holliwell) are located on or close to the chenier in the centre of the marsh.
Further areas to the seaward side of this were reclaimed and drained in the 19th
century. The area is now characterised by its open aspect and regular drainage
channels, the landward side of which are the result 20th century straightening of the
original sinuous field pattern.
Archaeological Character: In the prehistoric period the area was tidal marsh-land,
intersected by numerous creeks. The cheniers would have provided an ideal focus
for human activity within the marsh and must be considered of high archaeological
potential. Within the marsh are the remnants of a series of creeks, of which the most
significant are those that led to the historic site of Asheldham and the Roman fort and
Saxon monastery at Othona, it is possible that there are wharf or port facilities
associated with these creeks now buried within the alluvium. A number of early seadefences have been identified, probably relating to the piecemeal nature of the
marsh enclosure in the post-medieval period, also belonging to this phase are a
series of duck-decoy ponds. Scattered throughout the marsh are a number of sites
relating to the Second World War defence of the eastern seaboard of Britain,
including an anti-aircraft site and several pill-boxes. A number of the pill boxes are
built into the sea wall.
An assessment of the Historic Environment of Tillingham (Medlycott 2004) has been
undertaken which includes detailed information on the historic settlement, buildings
and landscape of the parish. This covers parts of this zone.
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•

of
historic
Diversity of
historic Range
environment assets
archaeological features

•

Survival

Potential for good survival.

3

•

Documentation

HER data, NMP data, excavation data

2

•

Group Value Association

Landscape features, duck decoy ponds

2

•

Potential

High potential for surviving deposits.

3

•

Sensitivity to change

Landscape

and

landscape

archaeological

and 3

deposits 3

highly sensitive to change.
•

Amenity Value

Potential for promoting the importance of the 2
historic

environment

within

the

Dengie

marshes

HECZ 11.4 Dengie salt-marsh
Summary: This zone comprises a thin strip of un-reclaimed salt-marsh located along
the eastern sea-board of the Dengie peninsula. The surface geology is alluvium with
bands of ‘cheniers’ or sand and shell ridges located on the seaward side, overlying
London Clay.
Historic Landscape Character: This zone largely comprises the un-reclaimed saltmarshes beyond the sea-wall at the eastern end of the Dengie Marshes there are a
number of cheniers at the seawrd edge of the marshes. The northern part of this
area, by the Othona Saxon Shore fort, is now a nature reserve, and the whole has
considerable importance for biodiversity and wildlife. It is categorised by salt-marsh
vegetation and numerous twisting mud-filled creeks, much of this area is inundated
twice a day. To the north of the Saxon Shore fort a small area of reclaimed marsh is
included in this zone, this was reclaimed in the 17th or early 18th century and is
characterised by sinuous boundaries, fossilising the line of the original creeks.
Archaeological Character: Bore-hole evidence has given important information on
the palaeogeography for the Neolithic and Bronze Age from the northern portion of
this area. Half of the Roman fort of Othona, which formed part of the Saxon Shore
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defence line, now lies within the tidal marsh area. It is not known what, if any, belowground remains survive beneath the alluvium and vegetation, however nothing is
visible on the surface. Any earlier evidence is now buried beneath layers of alluvium.
Later periods are represented by the remains of 19th century sea-walls, remnants of
a failed attempt to further extend the Dengie peninsula seawards. A number of
bomb-craters, dating to the Second World War have also been recorded within the
marsh. There are also a few wreck, or deliberately beached vessels, located in the
creeks.

Diversity of historic
environment assets

Range of buried deposits, land surfaces,

•

Survival

Potential for good survival.

2

•

Documentation

HER data, NMP data, excavation data

2

•

Group Value Association

archaeological deposits eroding from the

2

•

2

erosion of the Saxon Shore Fort

coast
•

Potential

Potential for surviving deposits.

2

•

Sensitivity to change

Landscape and archaeological deposits

3

highly sensitive to change.
•

Amenity Value

Potential for promoting the importance of the

2

historic environment within the inter-tidal
zone in association with other zones and the
historic environment within zone 11.2

HECZ 11.5 Dengie tidal flats
Summary: This zone comprises a broad area of tidal flats, some 2.5km wide at its
widest point.

The geology comprises marine muds and sands overlying London

Clay. There are a number of important archaeological structures, relating to the
utilisation of the marine environment, located within this zone including the fish trap
at Sales Point.
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Historic Landscape Character: This zone comprises a wide flat expanse of tidal
sands and mud, stretching from Sales Point in the north to Holliwell Point in the
south, and encompassing St Peter’s Flat, Dengie Flat and Ray Sand. It forms an
important marine habitat, being particularly noted for its cockle-beds.

The

Environment Agency placed a line of barges at the seaward side of St Peter’s Flat
which has resulted in a significant build-up of material on the shore in the lea of the
breakwaters.
Archaeological Character:

.

At the northern end of the zone, at Sales point, a

wooden Saxon fish trap consisting of two rows of stakes survives with large panels of
wattling between the stakes is protected as a Scheduled Monument. It has been
radiocarbon dated to AD656-957 and is probably associated with the monastery
founded by St Cedd on the site of the Roman fort of Othona. There is also a wreck
spot to the south-east of the fort and it islikely that other wrecks will be present in this
zone.

Archaeological remains from earlier periods, is now buried beneath the

marine deposits
Deeply buried remains, fish traps, wrecks

2

•

Diversity of historic
environment assets
Survival

Potential for good survival.

2

•

Documentation

HER data, NMP data, excavation data

2

•

Group Value Association

Limited group value

1

•

Potential

Potential for surviving deposits as well as

2

•

eroding deposits.
•

Sensitivity to change

Archaeological sites and deposits highly

2

sensitive to change.
•

Amenity Value

Potential, together with neighbouring zones,
for promoting the importance of the historic
environment within the inter-tidal zone in
association with other zones
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HECA 12 Crouch Marshes

Fig. 31 HECA 12 Crouch Marshes
HECZ 12.1 Fambridge area
Summary: This zone the marshes on the northern side of the River Crouch, namely
Stow Marsh and North Fambridge Marsh. The marshes were largely reclaimed in the
18th century. The marshes retain extensive archaeological deposits related to the
salt industry.
Historic Landscape Character: This zone comprises Stow Marsh and North
Fambridge Marsh on the northern side of the Crouch estuary.
views across and down the estuary.

There are extensive

The field boundaries are large drainage

ditches, mainly without banks or hedges, some following the sinuous course of the
former creeks. The marshes were largely reclaimed in the 18th century. Settlement
comprised isolated farms located on the dryland boundary. The zone was however
used extensively in the past, both in the salt industry and for grazing. The former
grazing marshes were converted to arable in the later post-medieval and modern
periods.
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Archaeological Character:

The beach and foreshore to the south of North

Fambridge Marsh have yielded 44 pieces of struck flint, including one Mesolithic
blade. Organic samples containing plant remains including fruits and seeds of salt
marsh plants were recorded as part of the Hullbridge Survey. A Red Hill was also
recorded from this marsh. It is known that this area was used for grazing in the
medieval period.

In addition there are important earthworks on Stow Marsh,

comprising a series of platforms, mounds, banks and ditches associated with a series
of medieval and early post medievalsalt-working complexes that once clustered
around the head of Clements green Creek. They were reclaimed in the 18th century
and the HER records a series of walls and counter walls relating to this phase.
There is another group of earthworks, at Blue House Farm, forms a large and weel
preserved historic marshland landscape there is also the site of the post-medieval
farm buildings, yards and boundaries.
•
•

Diversity

of

historic Range

of

historic

landscape

and 3

environment assets

archaeological features

Survival

Potential for good survival of prehistoric land 3
surfaces and associated features.

•

Documentation

HER data, NMP data, survey data

3

•

Group Value Association

Surviving earthworks relating to salterns, 3
Blue House Farm and reclamation

•

Potential

High potential for surviving deposits.

•

Sensitivity to change

Landscape

and

archaeological

3
deposits 3

highly sensitive to change.
•

Amenity Value

Potential, in conjunction with neighbouring 3
zones for promoting the importance of the
marshes as a economic asset in the past

HECZ 12.2 Bridgemarsh Island
Summary: This zone comprises a former marsh island on the northern side of the
River Crouch, about 3 miles upriver from Burnham on Crouch within the parish of
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Althorne. The surface geology is alluvium, overlying London Clay. The island was
used for wild-fowling and salt-marsh grazing. Today the island comprises
fragmentary marshland which is frequently overrun by high tides.
Historic Landscape Character: This zone comprises the former marsh island of
Bridgemarsh Island.

In the mid 18th century it was formally reclaimed, with the

construction of a sea-wall, drainage channels and a brick causeway from Stamford
Farm. Subsequently a clay extraction pit was established on the island, followed by
the development of a brick and tile works linked to a quay on the river by a tramway.
There was also a windmill at this spot. The island was flooded in 1897 and again in
1928 before being finally lost to the sea in the 1953 floods. Remnants of the old seawalls and farmhouse are still visible during low tide. It is now a haven for wildlife.
Archaeological Character: Although there are no archaeological features, apart
from the old sea-walls recorded on the island, the Hullbridge Survey of the
archaeology of the Essex coast recorded surviving portions of the prehistoric landsurface, flint scatters and two Late Bronze Age wooden platforms on the northern
bank of Bridgemarsh Creek, immediately opposite the island. In addition an area of
oyster-pits is shown on the first ed. OS map (1875) at the eastern end of the island.
•

of
historic
Diversity of
historic Range
environment assets
archaeological features

•

Survival

landscape

and 3

Potential for good survival of prehistoric land 3
surfaces and associated features.

•

Documentation

HER data, NMP data, survey data

2

•

Group Value Association

Landscape features

1

•

Potential

High potential for surviving deposits.

3

•

Sensitivity to change

Landscape

and

archaeological

deposits 3

highly sensitive to change.
•

Amenity Value

Potential in conjunction with adjacent zones 2
for promoting the importance of the historic
environment within the inter-tidal zone
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HECZ 12.3 Crouch Estuary

Summary: The Crouch estuary, comprising the inter-tidal area and the area below
the low water mark.

The zone contains significant multi period archaeological

features throughout its length.
Landscape Character: This zone comprises the Maldon district side of the Crouch
Estuary, an approximately 20km long and 250m wide stretch of inter-tidal mud and
sand and the main river channel. The landscape comprises unreclaimed salt-marsh,
sinuous tidal creeks, low London Clay cliffs, a mud and sand foreshore and the River
Crouch itself.

The zone contains a variety of Prehistoric, Roman, Medieval and

Post-Medieval remains.
Archaeological Character: The River Crouch below the low water mark has been
shown to contain a number of well preserved archaeological sites. The deposition of
silt and clay may have preserved the old land surface and there is potential for
archaeological deposits and features to be sealed below alluvium. Archaeological
survey of the inter tidal zone which has revealed a remarkable range of prehistoric
and Roman archaeological deposits and sites, including Late Bronze Age wooden
platforms and Late Iron Age/Roman red hills.

In addition there are more recent

remains, such as the sites of landings/quays, relicts of the oyster industry and a
number of abandoned hulks, salterns and fish traps. A range of wrecks and other
nautical remains are likely to be present reflecting the maritime use of this zone over
thousands of years

•
•

Diversity

of

historic Range

of

historic

landscape

and 3

environment assets

archaeological features

Survival

Potential for good survival of prehistoric land 3
surfaces and associated features.

•

Documentation

HER data, NMP data, survey data

•

Group Value Association

Archaeological deposits, including features 3
and finds relating to the old land surface and
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to the maritime environment
•

Potential

High potential for surviving deposits.

•

Sensitivity to change

Landscape

and

archaeological

3
deposits 3

highly sensitive to change.
•

Amenity Value

High

amenity

value

in

showing

the 3

exploitation of the river and its inter tidal
area.
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HECA 13. Burnham-on-Crouch

Fig. 32 HECA 13 Burnham on Crouch
HECZ 13.1 Modern Burnham
Summary: This zone is characterised by the modern development of Burnham,
largely comprising modern housing estates and industrial areas to the north of the
historic town, with some 19th century and early 20th century development along the
main roads and around the station.
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Historic Urban Character: This area is located to the north of the historic town area
of Burnham. There is some later 19th and early 20th century development, largely
along Station Road and Church Road and around the railway and station.

The

remainder of the area comprises late 20th century housing estate and industrial units,
the latter are largely located on the western edge of the town. It also includes the
marina and caravan parks on the south-western flank of the town.
Archaeological character:
The town is sited on important river gravels deposited in the former valley of the
River Medway in the Pleistocene period.

Prehistoric activity in the vicinity of the

town is indicated by several Iron Age burials to the west, and cropmark enclosures
(presumed to be prehistoric or Roman) to the north and east. A first-century Roman
farmstead was excavated at the Springfield Industrial Estate by the Passmore
Edwards Museum.

A possible Saxon loom-weight has been found between the

church and the town, suggesting domestic Saxon activity in the vicinity.
This area appears to have remained farmland until the construction of the railway in
the mid-19th century and the subsequent gradual expansion of the urban area,
initially along the main roads to the railway and then out into the adjoining fields.
•

Diversity of
historic A limited range of archaeological sites and 1
environment assets
built heritage

•

Survival

Potential for good survival in areas that have 2
not been heavily developed (area to the west
of the town).

•

Documentation

HER

data,

Historic

town

assessment, 2

excavation data
•

Group Value Association

Very limited

•

Potential

Potential

1
for

surviving

deposits

in 2

undeveloped areas
•

Sensitivity to change

Archaeological deposits sensitive to change.

•

Amenity Value

Very little promotional value, apart from finds 1
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from the Roman excavations in the local
museum.

HECZ 13.2 Burnham church/hall complex and Stoneyhills

Summary: This area is characterised by the medieval church/hall complex, the early
20th century plotland development at Stoneyhills and the modern development of the
area.
Historic Urban Character: This area is located to the north of the historic town area
of Burnham and comprises the church and adjacent hall. These may be relicts of an
earlier village nucleus, either Saxon or early medieval in origin. The Domesday Book
records a small manorial village at Burnham, possibly at this location. The remainder
of the area was farmland until the early 20th century, when a limited amount of
plotland development took place to the north of the church/hall complex in the
Stoneyhills area. Further residential development and infilling has occurred in the
late 20th century.
Archaeological character: The town is sited on important river gravels deposited in
the former valley of the River Medway in the Pleistocene period. Prehistoric activity
in the vicinity of the town is indicated by several Iron Age burials to the west, and
cropmark enclosures (presumed to be prehistoric or Roman) to the north and east. A
possible Saxon loom-weight has been found between the church and the town,
suggesting domestic Saxon activity in the vicinity.
The area includes the late Saxon and medieval church/hall complex, and may have
been the focus for the Domesday settlement of Burnham. The rest of the area was
farmland until the early 20th century when a limited amount of plotland development
occurred.
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•

Diversity of
historic A limited range of known archaeological sites 1
environment assets
and built heritage

•

Survival

Potential for good survival in areas that have 2
not been heavily developed (area to the west
of the town).

•

Documentation

HER

data,

Historic

town

assessment, 2

excavation data
•

Group Value Association

Very limited

•

Potential

Potential

2
for

surviving

deposits

in 2

undeveloped areas
•

Sensitivity to change

Archaeological deposits sensitive to change.

•

Amenity Value

Low promotional value, apart from the 2
church/hall complex.
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HECA 14. Historic Town of Burnham

Fig. 33 HECA 14 Historic Town of Burnham
HECZ 14.1 Historic Town of Burnham
Summary: This area is characterised by the historic town of Burnham, comprising
the medieval High Street and Quay, with 18th and 19th century expansion, both
along the Quay and to the north of the High Street.
Historic Urban Character: This area is focussed on the historic town area of
Burnham. A market-charter was granted in 1253 to the Fitzwalter family, who owned
the manor and it is probable that this is the approximate foundation date of the
present town. Burnham appears to have been planted on the river frontage in order
to take advantage of the estuary, both for trade and more importantly for fishing. It is
the only surviving historic settlement on the Dengie peninsula to be sited immediately
adjacent to the water. The medieval town possibly comprised only the High Street.
In the eighteenth century domestic dwellings were built at the end of the tenement
plots to the south of High Street, facing on to the Quay. Judging by the number of
late eighteenth/early nineteenth century cottages erected on the High Street, it would
appear that considerable urban renewal took place at that period. In the nineteenth
164

EB018
century the town began to expand northwards with the building of Chapel Road, Ship
Road and Granville Terrace, all of which run at right-angles to the Quay and High
Street. The Royal Corinthian Yacht Club building was designed by Joseph Emberton
in 1930 and is listed. It is steel-framed on a reinforced concrete base with brick panel
walls and a glass frontage on to the river.
The post-medieval and early modern economy for Burnham-on-Crouch was based
on the fishing trade, especially oysters, and on ancillary services including boatbuilding and coopering. The Mildmay Iron Works was the second biggest employer in
the town. The boat-building trade is now based on recreational craft rather than
fishing boats.
Archaeological character: The town is sited on important river gravels deposited in
the former valley of the River Medway in the Pleistocene period. Prehistoric activity
in the vicinity of the town is indicated by several Iron Age burials to the west, and
cropmark enclosures (presumed to be prehistoric or Roman) to the north and east. A
first-century Roman farmstead was excavated at the Springfield Industrial Estate. A
possible Saxon loom-weight has been found between the church and the town,
suggesting domestic Saxon activity in the vicinity.
The Domesday Book records a small manorial village at Burnham, possibly centred
on the church/hall complex to the north. The medieval town centre is located along
the High Street and Quay, and probably originates in the mid-13th century.

In the

18th century building expanded along the Quay and in the 19th century the town
began to expand northwards with the building of Chapel Road, Ship Road and
Granville Terrace. The post-medieval and early modern economy for Burnham-onCrouch was based on the fishing trade, especially oysters, and on ancillary services
including boat-building and coopering.
A Historic Town Assessment has been completed for the settlement of Burnham
(Medlycott 1999).
•

Diversity of
historic Range of archaeological sites and built 2
environment assets
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heritage
•

Potential for good survival in areas that have 2

Survival
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•
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excavation data
•
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Historic buildings

2

•
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High potential for surviving deposits in 2
undeveloped areas including gardens and
yard areas.
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Archaeological deposits sensitive to change.

•
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Historic
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Appendices
1 Historic Environment Character Area Methodology
The development of the Historic Environment Character Areas (HECAs) involved an
initial 3 stage process:
Analysis and creation of Historic Landscape areas,
Analysis and creation of Urban Character areas
Analysis and creation of Archaeological Character areas;

1.1 Creation of Historic Landscape Character areas
1.1.1 General Background
The rural landscape of Essex is a much treasured resource whose form and
character reflects millennia of human activity and underlying topographical and
geological influences. It has been well-researched but still has surprises and new
findings to offer. It is a living, dynamic and changing entity that alters in response to
natural factors, e.g. climate change, as well as human intervention e.g. 20th century
farming practices. The landscape of an area has many qualities and values including
its visual character, biodiversity, recreational uses and economic value to those who
farm and own it. It is also an important historical resource that catalogues the
activities and lifestyles of past communities and its structure, character and form
have long been studied as a pathway into the past.
Maldon encompasses large areas of rural and some urban landscapes from a range
of periods. This assessment has confined itself to examining the historic rural
landscape of the region, the urban areas are addressed in the built heritage section.
However, these two elements are closely related and where necessary themes and
findings are transferred between the two sections. This section and the results of the
characterisation presented should be read in conjunction with the broad overview of
the area's historical development.
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Maldon has a highly varied historic landscape reflecting a range of influences and
patterns. Some of the key human and cultural drivers behind the development of the
landscape include:
• The emergence, seemingly in the late prehistoric period, of an agricultural
economy;
• The development in the late prehistoric period of large-scale landscape organisation
and field systems which along with the patterns of transhumance have had a strong
influence on the grain of the landscape;
• The prehistoric / Roman development of the major road corridors, major settlement
at Maldon and route ways;
• The development of a distinctive pattern of dispersed settlement across Maldon
District;
• The use of the marshes and estuary throughout history as a key resource for
agriculture, fishing and industry;
• 20th century urban expansion.

1.1.2 Methodology
Through a combination of analysing and simplifying the regional Historic Landscape
Characterisation data, drawing in other key datasets such as Ancient Woodland,
historic mapping, historic parks and gardens and secondary sources, it was possible
to develop a series of character areas that reflected distinct combinations of Historic
Landscape Character types and landscape character attributes.
Once the initial area had been digitised the descriptions for each area were prepared.
The descriptions drew on a range of sources and attempted to reflect the reasoning
behind the definition of an area and, where possible, relate that area to its wider
historic context. The descriptions sought to highlight the key characteristics and HLC
types in an area and identify any particular significant features or assets. The
process of preparing the descriptions was also a part of the process of defining the
areas.
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1.1.3 Outline of Results
Figure 34 shows the location and extent of the Historic Landscape Character Areas.
Each of these areas is accompanied by a short description (see Appendix 2). This
data is also available in the accompanying GIS and an example of the descriptions is
provided below:
HLCA 3.

Marshes to the north of the Blackwater estuary

A very long, but narrow fringe of former grazing marsh and some saltmarsh and tidal
mudflat in a series of small embayments along the northern edge of the Blackwater
estuary. The historic landscape in this area was developed through a closely
integrated economic and social relationship with HLCA’s 2 and 10. The geology
largely comprises tidal flat deposits, with some sand and gravel river terracing on the
landward side of the area. There are extensive views across the estuary and out to
sea.

The field boundaries are large drainage ditches, mainly without banks or

hedges, some following the sinuous course of the former creeks. Easily the most
striking feature of the historic landscape is the sinuous seawall which runs
continuously along the northern edge of the estuary, rows of timbers from relict sea
walls are visible in places at low tide in some of the embayments. The marshes were
largely reclaimed in the 18th century. The settlement is, in the main, highly dispersed
comprising isolated farms largely of 18th and 19th century origin, sited on the
reclaimed land. At the western end of the zone there are a number of caravan parks
and leisure facilities.

The nature of the study has led to the development of descriptions and mapping that
is broad and general in nature. The characterisation has highlighted the time depth of
the structure of the landscape and the role that this structure has played in shaping
the development of communities in the region; perhaps indicating that there is a
future role for these structures in the implementation of the sustainable communities
plan.
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1.2 Creation of Urban Character areas for Maldon
1.2.1 General Background
Maldon contains two areas of suburban and urban landscapes at Maldon and
Burnham on Crouch.

Maldon has an extensive history beginning in the Roman

period as an urban centre continuing in occupation through to the present day. The
built-up areas have developed both organically as the result of long-term historic
trends, and as the result of concentrated episodes of town planning. Much of the
urban area is dominated by 19th and 20th century suburban development.
Key themes in the development of the urban landscape of the region include:
•

The development of the Roman town

•

Development during the Saxon period

•

The growth of the medieval town;

•

Industrial development;

•

Late 19th and 20th century suburban development;

1.2.2 Method and Approach
The Maldon historic environment characterisation project has expanded on the
identification of the structure, evolution and form of the urban areas. This has been
undertaken using desk-based sources and has not involved comprehensive field
analysis and survey, although some areas were briefly examined on the ground
during the course of the project. This involved intensive examination of historic
mapping sources, HER data, Extensive Urban Survey, listed building data and
conservation area data. The characterisation defined the dominant architectural /
structural character of an area. This has involved developing an understanding of
current and past land use, evolution of the street layout and form, the identification of
major episodes of change and the nature of that change.
The key datasets used in the process were:
• OS Modern Mapping;
• OS Historic Mapping (1st to 4th Editions);
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• Conservation area boundary data;
• Listed building data;
• Historic Town Survey
1.2.3 Characterisation and Description
Through a detailed analysis of the historic OS mapping, coupled with other data held
in the Historic Environment Record, it has been possible to identify, in broad terms,
the surviving historic cores of the urban settlements in Maldon District. From these
cores the analysis worked its way out through the settlements developing an
understanding of how the later urban form was developed, demolished and
redeveloped. This has led to the definition of the character areas.
The character areas predominantly reflect survival of different periods of urban
landscape, in terms of both the survival of the layout and form of an area as well as
its built fabric. In some instances, the character areas mark the theoretical extent of a
historic core, but only when the surrounding urban form has become so confused as
to make more accurate definition less achievable.
The characterisation was accompanied by structured descriptions, which catalogued
the dominant periods, uses and the nature of development. The listed building
descriptions and conservation area descriptions were used during the description
process to aid understanding.

1.2.4 Outline of results
Figures 35 show the location and extent of the identified Urban Character Areas.
Each of these areas is accompanied by a short description (see Appendix 3). This
data is also available in the accompanying GIS. An example of the descriptions is
provided below:
The Promenade area
Predominant period: Modern
Secondary Period: late post medieval
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Predominant Type: Leisure
Secondary Type:
•

Comprises the recreation ground, former lido and promenade, which were
developed 1895-1925

•

Further leisure development in the later 20th century with the construction of
the Leisure Centre and Football ground and accompanying car-parking. Much
of the area has been enhanced and restored in the last few years.

•

Largely open in aspect with lawns, water, structures associated with leisure
pursuits (playground, bandstand etc.) and views to the river

1.3 Creation of Archaeological Character Areas in Maldon
1.3.1 General Background
As described in the overview of the historic environment the archaeological resource
of Maldon is complex and varied. It represents evidence of human / hominid activity
from the Palaeolithic period and encompasses every aspect of life from settlement
and farming; to religion and ritual; and industry and commerce.
Our knowledge of this resource is also highly varied and while many places have a
long history of archaeological investigation other areas have been subject to little or
no research. In recent years our understanding of the archaeological resource has
been enhanced by extensive archaeological research, e.g. the Historic Town survey
and the National Mapping Programme. It has also been improved by the
considerable range of archaeological investigations undertaken in advance of
development under the aegis of PPG16.

1.3.2 Approach to the Analysis
The Archaeological Character Analysis has sought to respond to this situation not by
characterising the archaeological resource itself (because so much of it – perhaps
the majority - remains unknown), but by characterising our current understanding and
knowledge of the archaeological resource. This has been done through the definition
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of discrete geographical areas that are likely, based on current knowledge, to be
distinctly different in terms of the nature, type and survival of archaeological
resources contained within them.
The Archaeological Character Analysis does not seek to present a comprehensive
and new understanding of the archaeological resource, nor does it attempt to predict
the location of individual archaeological sites. It has sought to present our
understanding of the archaeological resource in a manner that is compatible with the
approaches

used

for

the

historic

landscape

characterisation

and

urban

characterisation as well as being understandable to specialists and non-specialists
alike.

1.3.3 Outline of Approach and Methodology
Key to these approaches is the definition of generalised areas that share definable
and distinctive characteristics. This generally relies on the analysis of consistent
datasets, something that it’s not always possible with pure archaeological data as
this has historically tended to be collected on a site-by-site basis rather than as the
result of systematic and comprehensive survey.
A number of factors were examined in an attempt to determine the boundaries of
character areas. These included historic settlement pattern; extent of modern
development; topography; geology; known archaeological sites and find spots; and
secondary source analysis. Because the analysis was seeking to address complex
patterns of survival, visibility of archaeology (in the broadest sense), past exploration
and current knowledge, it was decided that patterns of modern and historic
development were key to developing the extents of areas, as these have influenced
both the deposition and survival of archaeological deposits.
Other consistent datasets relating to past human activity, including topography and
geology, also formed part of the basis of the analysis. The methodology reflects the
concept that the geology and topography of an area influences the visibility and
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survival of archaeological deposits and the broad types of activity that may have
occurred in an area at different times.
The archaeological character of each of these identified areas was then explored
through an analysis of available data including Historic Environment Record data,
Scheduled Monument data, various secondary sources, historic mapping and other
available digital datasets. The work also involved a considerable body of professional
judgement. Through this process some character area boundaries were revised and
edited, some amalgamated and new areas created.

1.3.4 Description and Review
This was perhaps the key stage of the process where the results of the broad-brush
characterisation were subject to more detailed scrutiny and examination. This
involved examining a broad range of data sources including:
• Historic Environment Record Data;
• National Mapping Programme (NMP) cropmark plots;
• Historic Town and Settlement Assessment reports;
• Roman roads;
• Selected Secondary sources:
Each of the preliminary areas was then analysed and described using a combination
of this data and the background geology / topographical and historic development
information. This led to the creation of a number of new areas and the identification
of key sites and deposits, particularly within the historic core of the urban areas. The
boundaries of many areas were also revised and edited.

1.3.5 Outline of Results
Figure 37 shows the location and extent of the identified Archaeological Context
Areas.

Each of these areas is accompanied by a short description of the
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archaeological context (see Appendix 4). This data is also available in the
accompanying GIS. An example of one area is provided below:
ACA 4:

Blackwater Estuary

Description:
•

The area comprises the Blackwater Estuary and the adjacent saltmarsh,
present and former grazing marsh as well as the islands within the estuary.

•

Distinctive unit of rectilinear and curvilinear drained reclaimed marshland
bordered by the river to the south at Old Hall and Tollesbury Wick marshes.

•

Extensive research has been undertaken in the intertidal area of the
Blackwater Estuary as part of the Hullbridge Survey.

This has recorded

extensive multi-period deposits surviving in the inter-tidal area.
•

There are a number of recorded finds of prehistoric worked flint, tools, and
other finds along the foreshore, and in some locations representing extensive
areas of early Neolithic settlement..

•

Areas of charcoal scatters and submerged forests dating to the Neolithic have
also been identified.

•

Remains of wooden structures ranging in date from the Bronze Age through to
the post medieval period including trackways, landing stages and mooring
points.

•

Within the reclaimed marshland and on the islands the remains of Late Iron
Age and Roman salt working sites are identified as burnt areas visible both
from the ground and the air.

•

Within the estuary, a number of fish traps have been recorded, including a
massive complex at Collins Creek,. Wherever radiocarbon dates have been
obtained they have been shown to be of middle/late Saxon date period have
been recorded. Two of the fish traps have been designated as Scheduled
Monuments,

•

Osea Island contains substantial remains of a First World War Royal Navy
base from which fast torpedo boats were operated.
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The descriptions aim to give a broad indication of the nature of the known
archaeology of the area as well as identifying factors that may have influenced the
survival and preservation of that archaeological resource. The data is presented in a
standard bullet-point format and is designed to give a summary of the character area.
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1.4 Creation of Historic Environment Character Areas
The three independent sets of boundaries were overlain on a single drawing. This
produced a series of boundaries, some of which corresponded, some of which
remained isolated. Areas where Historic Landscape Character Areas and
Archaeological Context Areas, and Urban Character Areas and Archaeology Context
Areas, coincided were quickly highlighted and these formed the basic structure for
the combined areas.
Where area boundaries did not correspond, decisions were made as to the relative
primacy of different themes. For the most part the historic landscape boundaries
dominated in the rural areas and urban boundaries dominated in urban areas as
these reflect visible and recognisable boundaries; their edges also often tend to be
more absolute than the archaeological boundaries. However there were some
instances where the difference in the archaeological context between parts of the
emerging HECAs was strong enough to warrant sub-division or the refinement of a
boundary.

1.4.1 Description
These descriptions for these draft areas were then rapidly compiled by drawing on
the relevant elements of each of the themes in a single description.
Each of the character areas was then described using a standard format:
• Summary: Outlines key messages and general character.
• Historic Landscape Character: Presents the historic landscape characterisation of
the area. This includes broad information on settlement pattern in rural areas. In
urban areas this section is omitted.
• Urban Character: This presents the urban character of the area drawing on the
urban characterisation. In rural areas this section is omitted.
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• Archaeological Character: Presents a summary of the area's archaeological context
based on the archaeological context analysis.

1.4.2 Results
Figure 12 shows the location and extent of the Historic Environment Character Areas
(HECAs). Each of these areas is accompanied by a short description and this data is
available in

179

