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Consultation Response – Q14. Proposals Map and any 
Other Policies in the Draft LDP 
 
This representation has been submitted by DHA Planning Consultants on behalf of the 
landowner Miss S. Raven of Purleigh Wash Farm, in relation to land at Purleigh Meadows 
(Figure 1). 
 

 
Figure 1. Site Location Bordered in Red 

 
Objection is raised to the Council’s proposed allocation for Natural and Semi Natural Open 
Space shown under designation SN21 Purleigh Meadows, under the provisions of Policy N1 
Green Infrastructure Network.  
 
It is considered that this designation does not pass the tests of soundness (justified, effective 
and consistency with national policy) and accordingly the plan would be unsound with the 
retention of this proposal as drafted. Outlined below are the reasons why we feel that the site 
designation should be amended.   
 
We would disagree with the proposal for the whole of Purleigh Meadows (SN21) to be 
designated as an area of Natural and Semi Natural Open Space as we consider that this is 
unjustified. The designation is not in line with the present land use of the site, which  is a 
lawful use for agriculture. Within the Council’s evidence base for the designation of Natural 
and Semi Natural Open Space (Green Infrastructure Strategy, 2011), it recommends that 
designations for open space should be for areas as defined as such in the now defunct PPG 
17, home to biodiversity or follow a green corridor such as a footpath. The designation of 
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Purleigh Meadows as Natural and Semi Natural Open Space has not been proven on these 
grounds. There are no international, national or local wildlife designations for the site. The 
Council has not proven within its provided evidence base that there is significant biodiversity 
on the site requiring protection and has not shown that there is a need for this site to be used 
as a public recreational resource. 
   
There is a limited amount of use of the site for public amenity at present. Two Public Rights 
of Way (PROW) run through the site from the western boundary to the northern and eastern 
boundaries. However, these only go through half of the site and so therefore the designation 
of the whole site is not justified on the basis of current public access.    
 
The evidence base is set out in support of the Maldon District Green Infrastructure Strategy, 
2011 for the justification of Policy N1 that protects the allocation of Green Infrastructure sites 
in the district. This evidence for the proposed open space allocation does not suggest that 
more provision of open space is needed within the Parish of Purleigh.  
 
On the grounds of amenity we note that the level of Public Parks and Amenity Space in 
Purleigh is considered to be sufficient (Figure 3.1 of Maldon District Green Infrastructure 
Strategy, 2011). The provision for allotments is in deficit, but there is no analysis of whether 
there is enough natural and semi natural open space.  The proposed designation does not 
purport to include allotment gardens so the evidence base does not therefore provide a 
justification for this allocation.   
 
The second test to prove that any plan is sound is for it to be proven to be effective. The 
effectiveness of a plan can be assessed by the deliverability of a policy.  We do not believe 
that this proposal is capable of being implemented as it stands.   
 
The existing site does evidently not provide for semi or natural open space, being in 
agricultural use.  In order to provide for the deliverability of this designation there is a need to 
firstly secure the necessary planting and changes to the site to create this amenity. Any plan 
designation also requires a relevant body to manage the natural and semi-natural sites in the 
longer term.  No discussions or consultations have occurred with the landowner in relation to 
this proposal and our client is disinclined to co-operate without an agreed way forward to 
deliver this site allocation.  In the absence of such co-operation, this proposal cannot be 
implemented without compulsory purchase involving the use of public funds.   
 
However it is considered that a significant part of this site can be delivered to provide for a 
natural or semi natural site as a public amenity through the provision of a housing scheme 
as an enabling development.  The provision of a limited amount of residential development 
on part of the site could secure the desired open space with planting and maintenance at no 
cost to the public authorities. This scheme would therefore provide the mechanism to ensure 
that the proposed allocation is effective in delivering this policy proposal.   
 
In the light of the above, we do not consider that the proposal is deliverable and thus fails the 
test as set out in the NPPF (para 173).  The plan as drafted thus fails to provide for the 
deliverability of sustainable development and as a result cannot be said to be sound.   
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Summary 
 
It is felt that the designation of the whole of the Purleigh Meadows site is unjustified and 
undeliverable in terms of draft designation SN21.  
 
The policy provision for the identification and use of this land for natural and semi natural 
open space has not been justified through the evidence base. It is incapable of being 
implemented without the co-operation of the landowner and whilst practical requirements 
could be met for the northern section of the site to be designated, as two PROW run through 
this part of the site making it more easily accessible, the land has limited amenity value at 
present without further planting and works needed to manage the facility. It is considered 
however that the northern half of the site could be delivered as natural or semi natural open 
space if a residential development was permitted on the southern section of the site. 
 
It is felt that a lack of consultation with local stakeholders has taken place which causes this 
designation to be undeliverable. A way forward would be a discussion with the school and 
the landowner to provide a way forward. If this discussion does not take place our client 
intends to pursue this objection to its ultimate conclusion. 
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